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COMMUNITY ADVISORY ASSEMBLY 

MINUTES  
Thursday, January 25, 2024, 6:00 p.m. 

Council Chamber (in-person only) 
City Hall 

 
PRESENT:  
Aftab Erfan Facilitator, Executive Director 

SFU Morris J. Wosk Centre for Dialogue 
Nicole Armos Facilitator, Manager, Knowledge and Practice  

SFU Morris J. Wosk Centre for Dialogue 
Iyad Al Khatib Assembly Member 
Juno Avila-Clark Assembly Member 
Sergio Barbon Assembly Member 
Mandy Chan Assembly Member 
Shelley Comer Assembly Member 
Diana Cruz Assembly Member 
Rajdeep Dhaliwal Assembly Member 
Jadyn Gibson Assembly Member 
Heidi Hizsa Assembly Member 
Michele Kelly Assembly Member 
Melody Kruppa Assembly Member 
Anne Ladouceur Assembly Member 
Leo Li Assembly Member 
Marlene Mydske Assembly Member 
Maria Nguyen Assembly Member 
Cornel Peana Assembly Member 
Bob Petrusa Assembly Member 
Nyomi Ross Assembly Member 
Stuart Rushworth Assembly Member 
Erika Sanabria Medina Assembly Member 
Richard Schabler Assembly Member 
Dave Seaweed Assembly Member 
Romy Senghera Assembly Member 
Paul Toth Assembly Member 
Jordan Van Brakel Assembly Member 
Kumar Varma Assembly Member 
Margaret Wanyoike Assembly Member 
Declan Williams Assembly Member 
Erica Wong Assembly Member 
Keysa Yanez Leon Assembly Member 
Titus Yip Assembly Member 
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REGRETS: 

 

Sully Baird Assembly Member 
Rahul Kumaar Assembly Member 
Nahla Peart Assembly Member 
Cora Schellenberg Assembly Member 
Taz Visram Assembly Member 
  
STAFF PRESENT:  
Jennifer Miller Manager of Public Engagement 
Zaria Alibhai Coordinator, Public Engagement and Communications 
Blair Fryer Senior Manager, Economic Development and 

Communications 
Marius Miklea Assistant Corporate Officer, Legislative Services 
Carilyn Cook Committee Clerk, Legislative Services 
_____________________________________________________________________ 

1. OPENING REMARKS 

Aftab Erfan, Facilitator and Executive Director, SFU Morris J. Wosk Centre for 
Dialogue, opened the meeting at 6:07 p.m., welcomed Assembly members and 
paid her respects to the Halkomelem speaking people who are the original peoples 
of this land.   She provided an overview of the agenda for the evening.  

In effort to get to know each other, Assembly members answered a series of 
questions by standing up or raising their hands. 

2. CITY 101 

2.1 Presentation: What the City Does in Your Community 

Blair Fryer, Senior Manager, Economic Development and Communications 
provided a PowerPoint presentation that provided a basic profile of the City 
and outlined the following:  

• Mayor and Council 
• What the City does through its various departments 
• Assembly members’ roles as residents 
• How to get in touch with Council 
• Volunteer and work opportunities 
• Events calendar on the City’s website 
• SeeClickFix for maintenance requests 
• Be Heard New West 
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2.2 Group Activity:  Understanding the Role of Diverse Groups and 
People that Support the City's Work 

Aftab Erfan, Facilitator, shared that Assembly members would do an 
exercise to get to know more about the interaction between residents, 
Council, and staff and would spend time with seven archetypal characters 
that are in the municipal “theatre.”   

At this time, Assembly members were put into small groups with each group 
being provided with a different character and asked to determine how their 
characters would interact with one another and with the Community 
Advisory Assembly in order to progress the work of the City.  

A break was taken from 7:44 p.m. until 7:55 p.m.  

2.3 Q&A: Municipal Government and the City's Work 

  See item 2.1 – Presentation:  What the City Does in Your Community  

3. ADVISORY ASSEMBLY PLANNING 

3.1 Presentation:  Respectful Workplace Policy and Social Media User 
Responsibilities 

Marius Miklea, Assistant Corporate Officer, provided a PowerPoint 
presentation that outlined the role of advisory committees, meeting 
attendance and quorum, City policies and freedom of information, and, 
lastly, affirmations of office.  

3.2 Terms of Reference Review and Discussion 

Aftab Erfan, Facilitator, encouraged members to email feedback on the 
Terms of Reference to Carilyn Cook, Committee Clerk.   

3.3 Discussion Group Norms: How Do We Want to Work Together? 

Aftab Erfan, Facilitator, noted that this discussion would take place at the 
next meeting.  

4. CLOSING REMARKS 

Jennifer Miller, Manager, Public Engagement, suggested that, as the next meeting 
will be held on Saturday, February 24, from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. in 
Queensborough, some members may wish to coordinate carpooling to get to the 
meeting.  Lunch will be provided towards the end of the meeting.  

She shared that the topic for the next meeting would be Community Belonging and 
Connecting, which is one of Council’s five strategic priorities.  As a group we will 
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discuss what this means to you and what the role of City government is in helping 
to foster the sense of connection with the community.  She noted that this work is 
being done throughout various City departments as shown in the City 101 
presentation and that there is no one City department dedicated to this work. As 
such, the Assembly has a great opportunity to share with the City what should be 
done in this area and where there may be opportunities for growth or more 
connection. She asked members to start thinking about this prior to the next 
meeting.  

Aftab Erfan, Facilitator, asked Assembly members to reflect upon how they felt at 
the beginning of the meeting in comparison to how they feel now, after the 
discussions of the evening.    

For those that were feeling the pressure of time, Aftab explained that over the 
course of the 10 sessions in the year, it is expected that four or five topics will be 
discussed, with each topic being discussed over two sessions.  

5. END OF MEETING 

The meeting ended at 9:08 p.m.  

6. UPCOMING MEETINGS 

February 24, 2024 
March 13, 2024 
April 20, 2024  
May 14, 2024 
June 15, 2024  
September 19, 2024 
October 19, 2024  
November 19, 2024 
December 11, 2024 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Signed  Signed 
Aftab Erfan, Facilitator 
 

 
 

Carilyn Cook, Committee Clerk 

  
 


