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New Westminster Community Advisory Assembly 

Assembly Meeting 6 

June 15, 1:30 to 5:30 pm  

təməsew̓txʷ Aquatic and Community Centre 

65 E Sixth Avenue, Multipurpose Room 1A 

Objectives 

 To finalize advice to City staff on how to introduce road reallocation projects to the public in 
positive ways 

 To invite experiences and observations from Assembly members on how climate change 
impacts and solutions are different for various population groups in New West 

 To comment on the indicators of success for climate action that are most relevant to the 
experience of residents of New West, particularly those who are most vulnerable 

 

Before the Session 

 Review summary document on the road reallocation discussion, send in any additions 

 Review background information: A Climate Equity Framework for the City of New Westminster, 
Prepared by: Lekha Tlhotlhalemaje, UBC Sustainability Scholar, 2021 

 

Agenda 

The following is a draft agenda for the meeting. Exact times may vary in response to the needs of 
the group. Additional breaks may also be added as needed.     

1:15 pm Doors open for Assembly members 

1:30-2:00 Lunch for Assembly members (optional) 

2:00-2:10 Opening and overview of the day’s agenda 

2:10-2:25 Finalize road reallocation discussion 

2:25-3:25 Facilitated discussion: Climate change and intersectionality (part 1)  

 How does climate change impact specific groups of vulnerable people – e.g. 
Indigenous & racialized, youth, elderly, living with disabilities - in New West? 

 What climate solutions are arising from these vulnerable communities? 

3:25-3:40 Break  

https://www.newwestcity.ca/parks-and-recreation/facilities/temesewtx-aquatic-and-community-centre
https://sustain.ubc.ca/sites/default/files/2021-036_A%20Climate%20Equity%20Framework%20for_Tlhotlhalemaje.pdf
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3:40-4:40 Facilitated discussion: Climate change and intersectionality (continued from 
part 1)  

4:40-4:50 Break  

4:50-5:20 Group Exercise: Implications for Climate Action in New West  

5:20-5:30 Closing 
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COMMUNITY ADVISORY ASSEMBLY 

MINUTES 
 

Saturday, April 20, 2024, 9:00 a.m. 
Sapperton Community Hall 

  
 
PRESENT:  
Aftab Erfan Facilitator, Executive Director 

SFU Morris J. Wosk Centre for Dialogue 
Nicole Armos Facilitator, Manager, Knowledge and Practice  

SFU Morris J. Wosk Centre for Dialogue 
Iyad Al Khatib Assembly Member 
Sergio Barbon Assembly Member 
Mandy Chan Assembly Member 
Diana Cruz Assembly Member 
Rajdeep Dhaliwal Assembly Member 
Ella Durning Assembly Member 
Jadyn Gibson Assembly Member 
Heidi Hizsa Assembly Member 
Michele Kelly Assembly Member 
Anne Ladouceur Assembly Member 
Leo Li Assembly Member 
Eri MacArthur Assembly Member 
Marlene Mydske Assembly Member 
Maria Nguyen Assembly Member 
Bob Petrusa Assembly Member 
Nyomi Ross Assembly Member 
Stuart Rushworth Assembly Member 
Erika Sanabria Medina Assembly Member 
Dave Seaweed Assembly Member 
Romy Senghera Assembly Member 
Rosemary Sojka Assembly Member 
Paul Toth Assembly Member 
Jordan Van Brakel Assembly Member 
Kumar Varma 
Taz Visram 

Assembly Member 
Assembly Member 

Margaret Wanyoike Assembly Member 
Erica Wong Assembly Member 
Keysa Yanez Leon Assembly Member 
Titus Yip Assembly Member 
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REGRETS: 
Juno Avila-Clark 
Sully Baird  
Melody Kruppa  
Rahul Kumaar 
Cornel Peana  
Richard Schabler 
Declan Williams 
 

Assembly Member 
Assembly Member 
Assembly Member 
Assembly Member 
Assembly Member 
Assembly Member 
Assembly Member 

STAFF PRESENT:  
Jennifer Miller Manager, Public Engagement 
Zaria Alibhai 
Jen Arbo 
Gavin Hermanson 

Coordinator, Public Engagement and Communications 
Lead Economic Development Coordinator 
Transportation Planner 

  
__________________________________________________________________ 

1. CALL TO ORDER AND LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 

Aftab Erfan, Facilitator, opened the meeting at 9:07 a.m. and welcomed new 
Assembly members Ella and Rosemary.  

Aftab reminded members of the Assembly process, of the agreements that 
were set up by members at the first meeting of the Assembly, and reviewed the 
subsequent meetings, noting that the recommendations created at the last 
meeting were cleaned up and emailed to Assembly members last week for their 
review.  She stated that consensus and approval of the recommendations will 
be sought at today’s meeting so that they can be presented to Council at the 
May 6th Council meeting.   

2. RECOMMENDATIONS ON BELONGING AND CONNECTING 

Prior to reading out the recommendations, Aftab explained the sticky dot voting 
process for the recommendations and advised that each recommendation 
would require a 75% in-favour vote in order to be presented to Council.  
Recommendations that do not reach the 75% threshold would still be noted in 
the May 6th report to Council.   

At this point in the meeting, Assembly members discussed the 
recommendations amongst themselves and voted on them, using blue sticky 
dots to indicate support, and red sticky dots to indicate concerns.  

Once the voting ended, Aftab read aloud the recommendations that received 
the most support by way of blue sticky dots and provided time for suggestions 
or changes to the recommendations.  Finally, Assembly members showed 
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support for each of the following recommendations by raising their hands. 
Twenty-nine Assembly members were present for the voting.  
 
Note: some of the recommendations were revised following discussion. 
Finalized recommendations can be found in the May 6, 2024 report to Council, 
here.   
 

1) Revitalize year-round festivals incorporating layers of culture and history 
(29 members in support; 100%);  

2) Prioritize diverse housing types in zoning, including co-op housing, 
independent living facilities and other alternative housing forms (28 
members in support);  

3) Encourage developers to prioritize spaces for community gathering in 
amenity contributions for new developments, either in the immediate 
neighbourhood or in other neighbourhoods of New Westminster where 
there is greater need (29 members in support);   

4) Consider tenant protection policy models from comparable 
municipalities. The City of Burnaby’s Tenant Assistance Policy in 
particular is a good example. Discussion included a request to remove 
the word “good” when referring to Burnaby as an example.  (29 members 
in support of the amended recommendation); 

  
5) Prioritize the creation and enforcement of policies that require 

developers to provide protection for tenants impacted by 
redevelopment. Potential policies could include: Covering the costs for 
moving, ensuring relocation within New Westminster, providing rent top-
ups to bridge the gap between previous and new rent, and ensuring 
access to comparable units in the redeveloped building, at equivalent 
rents to their previous rent. (20 members in support). 

 
The facilitators noted that this recommendation fell short of consensus 
and asked if anyone wished to lobby for their vote.  
 
Discussion ensued and based on the feedback received from Assembly 
members, a re-vote was taken on the revised recommendation. (22 
members in support of the revised recommendation); 
 

6) Focus on offering and facilitating more access to free or low-cost indoor 
spaces and activities. 
 

https://pub-newwestcity.escribemeetings.com/filestream.ashx?DocumentId=18506
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Discussion ensued and a vote was taken on the revised 
recommendation. (29 members in support); 

 
7) Maintain a healthy mix of print and online City information, recognizing 

that not everyone depends on or prefers digital media and online 
resources for information.  

 
Discussion included a request to remove the word “healthy.” (29 
members in support of the amended recommendation); 

 

8) Send welcome letters/packages to new residents. 
 

Discussion ensued and a vote was taken on the revised 
recommendation. (24 members in support); 

 
9) Develop a Community Ambassador program and recruit residents to 

act as “influencers” for the City. 
 
Discussion ensued and a vote was taken on the revised 
recommendation. (29 members in support); 

10) Increase opportunities for interactive music and visual arts to make the 
public realm inviting, interesting and engaging. This could include: 
creation of a community mural program, installation of public pianos 
available for anyone to play, creation of an instrument library, expansion 
of accessible arts education, expansion of spaces on the streets, 
parklets or parks where performances can be staged, and low-barrier 
opportunities for everyone, not just professional artists and performers,  
to participate.  

 
Discussion ensued and a vote was taken on the revised 
recommendation. (26 members in support); 

 
11) Transform physical infrastructure through thoughtful, people-oriented, 

inclusive design. Examples include: removing loitering bylaws and 
allowing people to hang out, converting street furniture to be welcoming 
including for those sleeping outside, creating covered areas for refuge 
from the rain, increasing lighting by benches, building public 
washrooms, and converting some parking to hangout areas. 
 
Discussion ensued and a vote was taken on the revised 
recommendation. (22 members in support); 
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12) Build a sports facility in Queensborough.  This could look like: raising or 
prioritizing capital funds for all-weather sports fields as a priority. Other 
forms of recreational facilities such as hockey rink and swimming pool 
are also of interest and could be pursued in collaboration with the City 
of Richmond.   

 
Discussion ensued and a vote was taken on the revised 
recommendation. (28 members in support). 

 

3. ASSEMBLY DIALOGUE 

Aftab announced that the Assembly would now hear about road space re-
allocation noting that discussion of this topic would continue at the next meeting 
of the Assembly. She introduced Gavin Hermanson, Transportation Planner.  

Gavin shared a PowerPoint presentation regarding the Active Transportation 
Network Plan (ATPN) on road space re-allocation and how it addresses the 
City’s climate action goals. He advised that he was seeking feedback from 
Assembly members as to how the City can make road space re-allocation more 
acceptable to the community.    

In response to questions from Assembly members, Gavin provided the 
following comments:  

• There are a few proposed routes to connect the Downtown and Uptown, 
including the most direct route which will be up Seventh Street from 
Douglas College and the Court House to Uptown; 

• It is on the City’s work plan to collect more data on the street space re-
allocation with success being measured by opportunities and 
infrastructure provided for people who want to use wheels; 

• Enforcement of those that are parking in cycling infrastructure is 
challenging and a recognized gap;  

• Fifth Street is a shared on-road bike path; however, the City is looking 
at something more than that for Seventh Street;  

• Information on carbon emissions from vehicles that come through the 
City can be found in the background reports for the City’s Seven Bold 
Steps and 2015 plan;  

• There are two types of bylaw officers: Integrated Services and Traffic 
Bylaws;  

• The Active Transportation Plan speaks to creating infrastructure that 
caters to all ages and abilities; 



 

April 20, 2024 
Doc #2499728 

Community Advisory Assembly  
Minutes 

6 

 

• Monitoring traffic and speeds on the roads helps to determine what is 
conducive for bike routes;  

• The bike share program is currently moving through the procurement 
process with the goal of having an e-bike system in place by the end of 
the summer. This does not include E-scooters as they are not legal in 
New Westminster;  

• The cost of the ATPN is expected to be $36M; however, as design 
details are received, cost figures for each project is more specific and  
the City has been very successful in securing funding TransLink and the 
Provincial Government, as well as from new developments with 
frontages on the routes, so much of the $36M is not coming from 
property tax;  

• The $36M is for the infrastructure for the ATNP. There is a separate 
budget for specific traffic and transportation projects; and 

• A City of Toronto study found small net-positive spending at businesses 
that had cycling infrastructure installed on their street frontage.  

In discussion, Assembly members provided the following comments:  

• The terminology should be changed from REZ as it may be triggering to 
the Indigenous community;  

• Assembly members should read the section on equity in the background 
documents as it relates to the piece about success and highlights that 
this is not a cyclist vs driver topic; and 

• There is concern around cyclists and those on e-scooters not following 
the rules and how that is monitored and enforcement done. 

The facilitator reminded members that this discussion would continue at the 
next meeting where the Assembly would offer advice to staff with respect to 
sharing these projects with the community.  

4. DEVELOPING RECOMMENDATIONS 

Deferred to next meeting 

5. END OF MEETING 

The meeting ended at 12:36 p.m. 

6. UPCOMING MEETINGS 

May 14, 2024 
June 15, 2024  
September 19, 2024 
October 19, 2024  
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November 19, 2024 
December 11, 2024 

 

 
 
 

   
Hanieh Berg, Corporate Officer 
 

 
 

Carilyn Cook, Committee Clerk 
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