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Electric Utility Commission 
 

Thursday, June 19, 2025 
2:00 p.m. 

Committee Room 2, Second Floor & Zoom 
New Westminster City Hall, 511 Royal Avenue 

 
 

Present: Lino Siracusa, Chair 
 Mayor Patrick Johnstone 
 Councillor Paul Minhas 
 Sally Bhullar-Gill 
 Maya Chorobik*(entered at 2:15 p.m.) 
  
Absent: Lisa Spitale 
  
 *Attendance by electronic means 

 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER & LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 

 The Chair called the meeting to order at 2:00 p.m. and recognized with respect that New 
Westminster is on the unceded and unsurrendered land of the Halkomelem speaking peoples. 
It was acknowledged that colonialism has made invisible their histories and connections to the 
land. It was recognized that, as a City, we are learning and building relationships with the people 
whose lands we are on. 

 
2. AGENDA ADDITIONS & DELETIONS 

 MOVED and SECONDED 
 THAT the Agenda of the Electric Utility Commission meeting held on June 19, 2025 be approved 

as circulated. 

 CARRIED 
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3. ADOPTION OF MINUTES 

 3.1 May 6, 2025 

  MOVED and SECONDED 
  THAT the Minutes of the Electric Utility Commission meeting held on May 6, 2025 be 

adopted as circulated. 

 CARRIED 
 
4. REPORTS AND PRESENTATIONS 

 4.1 Update on Response to Utility Commission Motion Regarding the Elimination of 
the 3.5% Climate Action Levy 

  Leya Behra, Deputy Director, Climate Action, accompanied by Dave Bains, Director of 
Energy and Climate Action, provided an update on the City’s response to the Utility 
Commission motion regarding the elimination of the 3.5% Climate Action Levy (CAL), 
noting that additional time is required in order to provide comprehensive analyses.  

  L. Behra advised that the report provides an overview of the history and purpose of the 
CAL and highlighted that while the Climate Action Levy itself was 3.5%, the total impact 
to customers was approximately 1%, as 2.5% was reallocated from within the existing 
budget. 

  L. Behra noted the CAL was introduced to support the incremental costs associated with 
implementing the City’s climate action plans, with consideration given to both the 
financial implications and the potential risks of not undertaking climate mitigation and 
adaptation measures, and, that climate action initiatives are currently supported through 
multiple funding sources, not all of which are stable or guaranteed. 

  D. Bains highlighted the opportunity to collaborate with external partners to reduce 
reliance on consultants and avoid duplication of work. He noted that the CAL is intended 
to support the City’s broader risk analysis, and, for the Utility, to assist with conservation, 
energy efficiency, and strategies to offset future power purchase costs. 

  Maya Chorobik joined the meeting by electronic means (2:15 p.m.). 

  L. Behra noted the Climate Action Reserve Fund (CARF) currently has approximately 
$40M in funds and is collected from a variety of sources. The contribution from utility bills 
is approximately $1 million per year, though it was previously around $2 million annually 
before the Climate Team's operating costs were incorporated into the departmental 
budget. The remaining funds have come from other, less secure, provincial program 
funding sources. 

  In response to questions from the Commission, staff advised:  

    the City has maintained a steady rate increase, in contrast to the more variable 
rate adjustments implemented by BC Hydro. It was further noted that BC Hydro is 
more advanced in its metering program and therefore has access to more tools to 
support. Staff suggested it would be prudent for the City to implement similar tools 
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before considering changes to rates and rate structure, though planning for this 
can begin now; and 

    in the current capital plan, approximately $27M of capital investment will come out 
of the CARF. 

  The Commission considered postponing the August meeting with further discussion to 
be held during the October meeting, in order to align with the annual rate-setting 
discussion. 

  Further discussion took place and it was noted that: 

    the Commission pays close attention to how the City’s rates compare to those of 
BC Hydro and this issue cannot be separated from the broader conversation 
regarding the future direction of rates. While the report does not directly address 
rate-setting, it was acknowledged as valuable background information to support 
that discussion; 

    the naming and framing of the CAL could be a matter for discussion by the 
Commission; and 

    the Commission’s mandate is to provide feedback to Council, and the directive for 
this report originated from Council. The concern regarding the demands placed 
on staff was acknowledged as valuable feedback to bring back to Council. 

  MOVED and SECONDED 
  THAT feedback be provided to staff on the proposed report content to enable the Utility 

Commission discussion on the motion to eliminate the 3.5% Climate Action Levy.  

  CARRIED 
 
5. NEW BUSINESS 

 None. 

 
6. ADJOURNMENT 

 MOVED and SECONDED 
 THAT the meeting adjourn (2:26 p.m.). 

 CARRIED 
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   Certified a true and correct copy of the 
Minutes of the Electric Utility Commission 
meeting held on June 19, 2025. 

    
 Lino Siracusa 

CHAIR 

 Kristin Unger 
COMMITTEE CLERK 

 


