The winter is upon us. A major seasonal fire safety issue that impacts those of us in cold
weather environments is the use of heating appliances. The cold winter weather means a
more frequent use of portable electric heaters (space heaters) and other heating equipment.

BE WARM & SAFE FACT
THIS WINTER

Two in five deaths in
space heater fires
involve portable
electric space heaters.

e Keep anything that can burn at least 3 feet
from open fires and heaters (including
children).

e Refrain from using an oven to supply heat.
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e Ensure that working smoke alarms are

installed on every level in a home. Plug only one heat-producing

appliance (like a space heater)
into an electrical outlet at a
time. Avoid plugging them
into power bars or
extension cords.
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e Develop and practice a home escape plan.




