
NEW BUSINESS 
 
26. Climate Action in the City of New Westminster, Council McEvoy and 

Councillor Nakagawa 
 

WHEREAS The earth is currently on track to warm by more than 3 degrees 
Celsius; and 
 
WHEREAS An October 8, 2018 report from the Intergovernmental Panel on 
Climate Change (IPCC) finds that it is necessary to limit global warming to 1.5 
degrees Celsius, rather than 2 degrees as previously understood, and that doing so 
“would require rapid, far- reaching and unprecedented changes in all aspects of 
society,” and that we have until 2030 to undertake these changes;  and 
 
WHEREAS The IPCC report puts the benchmark for greenhouse gas reduction 
targets for corporate and community-wide emissions at 45% by 2030, 65% by 
2040, and 100% by 2050; 
 
WHEREAS The British Columbia government declared a provincial state of 
emergency in 2018 over record-setting wildfires; and 
 
WHEREAS The Legislature of British Columbia and the House of Commons of 
Canada have acknowledged the growing crisis of climate breakdown by holding 
emergency debates following the release of the IPCC report; and 
 
WHEREAS Local governments worldwide are taking action to avoid the worst 
impacts of climate change and calling on senior levels of government for an 
urgent, emergency response; and 
 
WHEREAS The costs to New Westminster for dealing with the impacts of climate 
change - including sea level rise - are significant; and 
 
WHEREAS The most vulnerable members of our community are the most 
impacted by the effects of climate change; and 
 
WHEREAS The City of New Westminster has been taking action on sustainability 
through the Environmental Strategy and Action Plan, Community Energy and 
Emissions Plan, and Envision 2032; 
 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED 
 
THAT Council recognize that climate change constitutes an emergency for the 
City of New Westminster; and 
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THAT Council direct staff to report back on how the following action items can be 
implemented: 

1. Update existing City plans with new targets as per the IPCC report; 
2. Increase ambition and/or accelerate timelines for existing actions under the 

Environmental Strategy and Action Plan and the Community Energy and 
Emissions Plan; 

3. Consider new actions to help the City achieve its targets; 
4. Consider new actions that would help reduce GHG emissions beyond the 

scope of the City’s current climate targets; 
5. Track and report on community emissions;  
6. Engage the community in discussion on how to drastically reduce GHG 

emissions with particular focus on those most vulnerable to climate impacts 
and most in need of support in transitioning to renewable energy;  

7. More broadly communicate with the community about City emissions and 
targets; 

8. Implement a carbon budget; and  
 
THAT Council direct staff to include climate action for consideration within the 
City’s strategic plan that is currently being developed.  

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS FROM MEMBERS OF COUNCIL 
 
 
NEXT MEETING 
 
April 8, 2019 
 
A Regular Council meeting will convene at 2:00 p.m. and immediately adjourn to a 
Closed meeting, and then the Regular meeting will reconvene at 6:00 p.m.  Both 
meetings will be held in the Council Chamber on the 2nd Floor at City Hall. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
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