
NEW WESTMINSTER’S 

OFFICIAL COMMUNITY PLAN UPDATE
OURC ITY

What is the future of OUR CITY?
It’s time to update our Offi cial 
Community Plan (OCP) and we need 
your help! The OCP is the policy 
document that sets out the vision, 
goals and objectives for the future of 
New Westminster. The OCP helps guide 
Council, staff and community members 
to make decisions on issues such as 
housing, employment, social well-being, 
environment and transportation.

New Westminster’s current OCP was 
adopted in 1998. The local, regional, 
provincial, national and international 
contexts infl uencing the city have 
changed signifi cantly since that time.

How does the OCP 
shape OUR CITY?

Within the last ten years the 
community’s values have also evolved. 
The City has responded to changing 
values by adopting many important new 
policies.  The City is also at the threshold 
of adopting a new Master Transportation 
Plan. These policies will provide 
important context for updating the OCP.

The revised OCP will provide a renewed 
vision for New Westminster to the year 
2041. Your input will help shape the OCP 
and the future of OUR CITY.

The updated OCP will provide a 
renewed vision for New Westminster, 
and the regulatory framework to 
guide growth toward that vision. 

The OCP will contain policies on 
housing, parks & open space, arts 
& culture, heritage, energy, utility 
services, transportation, well-being, 
hazards, economy and environment.

The OCP will also include a land use 
designation map, which will indicate 
the future land uses that would be 
supported by Council. The land use 
designations will determine future 
development and redevelopment of 
property within the city. 

The policies and map, together with 
tools and actions for implementation, 
will help to shape the future growth 
of OUR CITY.
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THE CITY would like to hear from YOU
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Lord Tweedsmuir 

Elementary School Gym

1714 Eighth Avenue

Tuesday, June 3, 2014, 5-8pm

Queensborough Community 

Centre - Port Royal Room

920 Ewen Avenue

Saturday, June 14, 2014, 1-4pm

SPRING SUMMER

HOW can you participate? 

River Market - Community 

Square (second fl oor)

810 Quayside Drive

Saturday, June 21, 2014, 1-4pm

Sapperton Pensioners Hall

318 Keary Street

Wednesday, June 18, 2014, 5-8pm

Glenbrook Middle School Gym

701 Park Crescent

Thursday, June 5, 2014, 5-8pm

Century House - Fir Room

620 Eighth Street

Wednesday, June 11, 2014, 1-4pm

Traveling Community Workshop

The Traveling Community Workshop will be the public 
launch of the OUR CITY 2041 process. This workshop will 
“travel” through the city to different venues (see map below). 
Community members are invited to drop in to any of the 
events. There will be a range of activities from “dotmocracy” 
voting on issues to mapping important places. There will 
also be an art station for kids!

The input from the open house will be used to develop a 
draft vision statement and policy area goals for the OCP. 

Hot Shots!
Photo Contest

Pop-Up Planning

Look for an OUR CITY 2041 
booth at community events 
throughout the summer. 
Each event will be an extra 
opportunity for community 
members to give input that will 
shape the vision of what the 
city should look like in 2041. 

WINTER

Visioning OUR CITY 
Charrette
A charrette will be held in early 2015. 
The public will be invited to give input 
to this design workshop process that 
will explore options for how the city 
may grow into the future. We want 
to work together to create a vision in 
drawings of what New Westminster 
might look like in 2041. It will be used 
to create draft policy statements and 
land use plan.

Would you like to be part of 
the Charrette Stakeholder 
Advisory Group? We are 
looking for community 
members to be part of the 
entire charrette process. 
Look for applications at OUR 
CITY 2041 events and on the 
website.

Stay tuned for the OUR CITY 
2041 photo contest which will 
be held over the summer. Photo 
fi nalists will be included in 
the Offi cial Community Plan. 
Winners will receive fun prizes!

OUR CITY 2041 Webpage
Information on the OUR CITY 2041 process 
(including event details and surveys) will 
be posted on the OUR CITY 2041 webpage: 
www.newwestcity.ca/ourcity

TENURE

EMPLOYMENT

TRANSPORTATION



What is the OCP update PROCESS? 

Regional Context
In July 2011 Metro Vancouver adopted 
a new Regional Growth Strategy (RGS), 
a land use plan aimed at advancing the 
region’s livability and sustainability, 
while managing anticipated growth. The 
RGS is a shared commitment by Metro 
Vancouver and member municipalities 
to achieve regional goals. The integration 
of land use and transportation strategies 
is a central component of the Regional 
Growth Strategy.  A required component 
of our Offi cial Community Plan (OCP) 
is the “Regional Context Statement,” 
which must demonstrate how the city’s 
OCP policies are consistent with Metro 
Vancouver’s RGS. 

For More Information:
For more information on the Offi cial 
Community Plan process please visit our 
website: www.newwestcity.ca/ourcity

@NewWestPlanning
/newwestminster

Contact Us:
City of New Westminster
511 Royal Avenue 
New Westminster, BC  V3L 1H9

Email: ourcity@newwestcity.ca
www.newwestcity.ca/ourcity
Phone: 604-527-4532

Step One
Background Research

In support of the OCP, staff 
will conduct background 
research, including:

• Review of existing policy.

• Identifi cation of issues 
and opportunities.

• Review of local, regional, 
provincial, federal 
initiatives.

• Statistical analysis.

• Analysis of innovative 
polices used elsewhere.

Step Two
Public Launch

The public consultation 
process will kick off with 
a Traveling Community 
Workshop held in 
June. This event will be 
followed by the HotShots! 
Photo Contest and Pop-
Up Planning events. A 
summary of each event will 
be presented to Council at 
the end of the summer. 

Step Three
Vision and Goals 

As part of developing the 
vision and goals, a visioning 
OUR CITY charrette will 
be held in early 2015. 
The charrette will invite 
community members to 
participate in a design 
workshop that will explore 
how the city might grow 
into the future. 

Step Four
OCP Development

Draft policies and land use 
plans will be created. Open 
houses and workshops will 
be scheduled throughout 
this process to ensure that 
Council, the public and 
other stakeholders have 
frequent opportunities 
to provide input into the 
development of the Offi cial 
Community Plan.  
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New Westminster Official Community Plan

SPRING SUMMER WINTER YEAR TWO

Regular Reporting Back to the Public and Council 


