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The City of New Westminster has been working with the community to explore heritage conservation 
approaches in the Queen’s Park Neighbourhood since 2013. 

Today we want to hear from you on a draft Heritage Conservation Area, which is a policy that would 
provide both heritage protection and design control. The proposed provisions of this policy were 
presented to Council on February 20, 2017 & March 6, 2017.

The policy would apply only to residentially zoned properties (single-detached dwellings), and 
proposes a three-tier system of heritage protection, based on building age. 

The proposed design guidelines provide direction for new residential architecture, so that it is 
designed in a way that is compatible with existing heritage structures on surrounding properties. 
The guidelines are based on ensuring new houses fit with the context of existing buildings and 
the streetscape, and do not require a particular historic style. The guidelines include regulation of 
form, siting, roof design, and major architectural features (windows, doors, porches and envelope 
materials). There are also proposed guidelines for landscaping and renovations to protected 
buildings. 

Today we want to hear from you!
What we hear today will inform any revisions to the Heritage Conservation Area policy and design 
guidelines prior to presentation of the final draft to council.

Study Area

Staying in Touch

  @newwestminster     @New_Westminster         bquail@newwestcity.ca    604.527.4621

Have any questions or comments after the event today? Reach out to us through the following:

SIXTH AVENUE

SIXTH STREET

QUEEN’S AVENUE

FIRST STREET

WELCOME!



Tell Us About Yourself

Where do you live? Place a dot on your home:

What is your age bracket?

Have you participated in any of the Queen’s Park 
Heritage Conservation Area engagement activities 
before?

Do you rent or own?

RENT OWN

YES NO

September - October 2016

WHERE DO YOU LIVE, WORK & LEARN?

Aerial Photography Flown: April 2012
UTM Zone 10 NAD83

Use the dots to show us where you spend 
time in the city.   LIVE
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Timeline of Events Leading to Development of Queen’s Park Heritage 
Conservation Area Policy

MAY 2013

 

MARCH 2014 MAY 2015

Open house  on  imp lemen ta t ion 
s t ra tegy

APR I L  2016

Work ing  Group presen t s 
f ina l  recommenda t ions  o f  the 
Queen ’s  Park  Ne ighbourhood 

Her i tage  S tudy  to  Counc i l . 
The  recommenda t ions  inc lude 
upda ted  Des ign  Guide l ines , 
a  pho tograph ic  inven tor y  o f 

ne ighbourhood houses ,  and the 
imp lemen ta t ion  o f  a  Her i tage 
Con t ro l  Pe r iod  wh i l e  the  C i t y 
exp lores  the  poss ib i l i t y  o f  a 
Her i tage  Conser va t ion  Area.

Counc i l  rece i ves  a  de lega t ion 
o f  represen ta t i ves  f rom the 
New Wes tmins te r  Her i tage 
P reser va t ion  soc ie ty  and 

the  Queen ’s  Park  Res iden t s ’ 
Assoc ia t ion ,  iden t i f y ing  concerns 
abou t  the  los s  o f  h i s to r i c  houses 
in  the  ne ighbourhood.  Counc i l 
reques ted  an  exp lora t ion  in to 
her i tage  conser va t ion  op t ions 
fo r  the  area  and launched the 
Queen ’s  Park  Ne ighbourhood 

Her i tage  S tudy.

In t roduc to r y  open  house

Lots of work and public engagement has gone into developing the draft Heritage Conservation Area Policy and Design Guidelines. Highlights of the planning 
and engagement timeline are below:

Where We Are in the Process

JUNE 2016

 

OCTOBER 2016 MARCH 2017

Communi ty  consu l ta t ion  on 
her i tage  pro tec t ion  po l i cy  and 

dra f t  des ign  gu ide l ines

JUNE 2017

Expi r y  o f  the  Her i tage  Con t ro l 
Pe r iod

One year  t emporar y  Her i tage 
Con t ro l  Pe r iod  i s  imp lemen ted

Her i tage  Conser va t ion  Area 
Rev iew process  i s  launched

NOVEMBER 2013

 

OCTOBER 2014 NOVEMBER 2015

“Speak  up!”  even t

MAY 2016

Photograph ic  inven tor y  beg insCounc i l  endorses  the  c rea t ion  o f 
a  Queens ’  Park  Ne ighbourhood 
Her i tage  S tudy  Work ing  Group 

made up  o f  represen ta t i ves 
f rom the  Queen ’s  Park  Res iden t s 

Assoc ia t ion ,  the  New Wes tmins te r 
Her i tage  P reser va t ion  Soc ie ty  and 

loca l  re s iden t s .

Second open house 

(h i s to r i c  e lemen t s )

SEPTEMBER 2016

 

NOVEMBER 2016 MAY 2017

 Counc i l  cons idera t ion  o f  a 
Her i tage  Conser va t ion  Area 

Po l i cy
 Pho tograph ic  inven tor y  f in i shed

Communi ty  consu l ta t ion  on  her i tage 
pro tec t ion  and des ign  pr inc ip le s
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*  WE ARE HERE



Background: Heritage Conservation Areas in B.C.

Other HCAs in the Lower Mainland

1. Abbotsford – Clayburn Village

2. Cloverdale – Thomas Road

3. Delta – Arthur Drive

4. Delta – Ladner Village

5. Port Moody – Moody Centre

6. Port Moody – Ioco Townsite

7.  Maple Ridge – Hammond 

8. West Vancouver – Lower Caulfield

9. Ft. Langley –  Ft. Langley historic core

10. Vancouver – First Shaughnessy

11. Richmond – Steveston Village

12. Nanaimo – Fitzwilliam Street

13. Victoria – Cook Street (Beacon Hill)

14. Victoria – Elora

15. Victoria – Battery Street

16. Victoria – Catherine Street

17. Victoria – Battery Street (Beacon Hill) 

18. Victoria – Avalon-Huntington

Examples of Local Residential HCAs

What would a Heritage Conservation Area include?
For an area to be considered for this level of protection, it must demonstrate distinct heritage value and character as a 
whole. The Queen’s Park neighbourhood falls within this category.  A Heritage Conservation Area would place a layer 
of heritage protection on all identified properties within the neighbourhood. 

However, there can be different levels of protection for different character elements and/or construction activities within 
the Heritage Conservation Area. This is one of the questions that we are asking for input on today. We are also asking 
about the draft Design Guidelines which would govern new construction and changes to existing buildings.

Overall, Heritage Conservation Areas have three parts:

1)      Historic character description, and justification for protection

   Why is the Queen’s Park neighbourhood unique? Why does it deserve heritage protection?

2)      Heritage protection (requiring Council approval for some kinds of construction)

   What level of heritage protection should the houses have? Which activities should be regulated?

3)      Design Guidelines  

   What should new construction or renovations look like in this neighbourhood?
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Will the Heritage Conservation Area affect zoning?

Most of the properties in the Queen’s Park neighbourhood are zoned RS-1 (Single Detached Dwellings). A Heritage 
Conservation Area will not change the current zoning, density or use of those properties.  Zoning determines the 
specifics of building such as height, setbacks, density, and auxiliary buildings (like decks, garages and sheds). The 
Conservation Area’s Design Guidelines would be an additional layer above zoning related to form and character. 
They would require certain regulations to ensure compatible roofline, massing (shape) and materials. A property’s 
development entitlements (density) that exists under the current zoning would stay the same.



Background: History of Queen’s Park

The neighbourhood is valued for its historic 
significance, and in particular for its age, 
events, and people. 

The neighbourhood dates back to 1859 
when it was included in the first survey 
for what was then a new city. The 
neighbourhood still follows the grid laid 
out by Colonel Richard J. Moody when 
they surveyed for the capital city of the new 
colony of British Columbia.  

The large 30 hectare public park (Queen’s 
Park) on the east side of the neighbourhood, 
known originally as the Queen’s Ravine, is 
itself significant as a regional recreational, 
exhibition, and sports venue.

Heritage Value Are there any other key events that contribute to 
the heritage value of the neighbourhood?

Are there other significant people whose stories 
we could also tell?
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Diagrams  Cour te sy  o f  Vancouver  Her i tage  Founda t ion

Ear ly  Vernacu lar

1870 -  1910

Vic to r ian

1886 -  1905

Queen Anne  Rev iva l

1886 -  1912

Ear ly  Co t tage

1890 -  1925

Edward ian

1905 -  1914

Cra f t sman

1905 -  1925

War t ime Bunga low

1929 -  1949

Cra f t sman Bunga low

1905 -  1930

S tor ybook

1930s  -1940s

Wes t  Coas t  Modern

1940s  -  1960s

Mid Cen tu r y  Vernacu lar

1950s

Queen’s Park has a rich variety of historic housing styles. The diagrams below, produced by the Vancouver Heritage Foundation, depict some of the housing 
styles that may be found within Queen’s Park. 

COLONIAL  ERA -  PR IOR TO 1900 BOOM ERA -  1900 TO 1929 WART IME ERA -  1930 TO 1949 POST MODERN -  1950 TO 1975 CONTEMPORARY -  1976 +  ON

Background: Housing Eras in Queen’s Park

Contemporar y

1976 -  Today
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Background: Past Recognition of Heritage Value in Queen’s Park

Queen’s Park Historic District (1999)
For many years, the Queen’s Park neighbourhood has been identified as having a unique character and high heritage value: 
the development of the neighbourhood is seen to be reflective of the history of New Westminster throughout the 20th century. In 
1999, the neighbourhood was formally recognized as a Historic District within the city. Historic District Status did not convey legal 
protection and the design guidelines developed at this time were voluntary. 

Queen’s Park Neighbourhood Heritage Study (2013 - 2016)
The Queen’s Park Neighbourhood Heritage Study began in 2013 to examine various ways to retain and enhance the 
neighbourhood’s character.  It was informed by research tasks and neighbourhood consultation, in collaboration with a Working 
Group of local residents.

Stemming from the Queens’ Park Neighbourhood Heritage Study recommendations, City staff conducted a photographic inventory 
of all the publicly visible buildings and landscapes in the neighbourhood. These photographs provide valuable documentation of 
Queen’s Park’s distinct character. 

A searchable database of all the photographs is planned for the future.

Queen’s Park Control Period (June 2016 - June 2017)
Houses built before 1967 in the Queen’s Park neighbourhood are currently subject to a Heritage Control Period. The purpose is to 
minimize the loss of houses and street character while the City is exploring the option of a Queen’s Park Heritage Conservation Area. 
While the Control Period is in place, the City is authorized to reject applications for demolition, exterior renovations, or new builds.

Within the Control Area (see map), all single-detached residential dwellings which were constructed on or before December 31, 
1966 now require a Heritage Alteration Permit for demolitions or renovations that include the exterior front or sides of the building, 
or the roofline. New construction also requires a Heritage Alteration Permit.

Heritage Alteration Permit applications are reviewed by City staff, a Technical Review Panel, and by the Community Heritage 
Commission (CHC). Their recommendations are used by Council, or their delegate, the Director of Development Services, in their 
consideration of the application.
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What We Have Heard To Date

Community Engagement - Round 1 (November - December 2016)

The feedback received from the consultation demonstrated:

1.) General Support in the community for a Heritage Conservation Area. 

2.) High Support for mandatory Design Guidelines

3.) Range of support for protection of houses, depending on the age of the house. As illustrated below there was less support for protecting newer housing styles. 

5.0 
Approval for
All Changes

3.0 
Approval for

Some Changes

1.0 
No Approval 
for Changes

Colonial 
(Pre - 1900) 

Boom
(1900 - 1929)

Wartime
(1930 - 1949)

Post-modern
(1950 - 1975)

HERITAGE
STAKEHOLDERS

NEIGHBOURHOOD
ONLINE SURVEYS

NEIGHBOURHOOD
OPEN HOUSES

4.3 3.7 3.0

3.6

3.6
3.0

3.6 3.2 2.7

3.6 2.5 2.3

3.0 2.0 1.6Contemporary
(1976 - Present)
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What We Are Asking You Today

There are five topics which we would like your feedback on today:

1. Are the restrictions in each category appropriate?

2. Are the housing eras in the right categories?

3. Should only residentially zoned properties (RS-1, RS-2, RS-5, RS-6: single-detached 
dwellings) be included?

4. Should the Design Guidelines focus on traditional New Westminster Architectural 
Character?

5. Are the elements proposed in the Design Guidelines appropriate?
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The following panels will provide you with more information 
regarding the above questions and will give you space to 
answer questions and provide comments about the proposed 
material.



Boundaries of the Heritage Conservation Area
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Currently, it is proposed that the Heritage Conservation 
Area will not be applicable to properties that are zoned 
commercial, institutional or multi-family (RM or RT). 
Those properties are indicated in grey on the map (left). 
Do you agree with leaving these properties out?

YES NO

Other Comments?

There are 5 apartments buildings in the Queen’s Park 
neighbourhood which are not zoned for higher density 
(and sit on RS-1 zoned lots). These properties are 
proposed to be included in the Heritage Conservation 
Area and would be protected based on their age. Do you 
agree with including these properties (highlighted yellow 
on the map)?

YES NO

It is proposed that the Heritage Conservation Area only include properties zoned residential 
(single detached dwellings). These properties would be subject to the proposed provisions and 
levels of protection presented on the following panels.

KEY:

Commercial/ 
Institutional/ RM 
Zones/ RT Zones

Apartment 



Advanced | Highest Level of Protection Standard | Medium Level of Protection Limited | Lowest Level of Protection

Levels of Protection: A Summary

Would apply to:

• Colonial Houses (Pre-1900)

• Boom Era Houses (1900 - 1929)

Would apply to properties with:

• Wartime Houses (1930 - 1949)

Would apply to properties with:

• Post-Modern Houses (1950 - 1975)

• Contemporary Houses (1976 - Present)

Would have mandatory Design Guidelines for:

• New Buildings

• Renovations to front, sides & front rooflines

Would have mandatory Design Guidelines for:

• New buildings
• Renovations to existing buildings would be encouraged but not 

required to use the guidelines

Would have mandatory Design Guidelines for:

• New Buildings
• Renovations to existing buildings would be encouraged but not 

required to use the guidelines

Require council approval for: Would require council approval for:

• Demolition
• Relocation
• Subdivision

Would require council approval for:

• Subdivision• Demolition 
• Relocation

• Subdivision
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• Work on front facade, sides of house, or 
major changes to the roofline

• Raising the house 0.6m  or more

Would not require council approval for:

• Work on rear of the house
• Work on/ construction of auxiliary buildings
• Changes to non-building elements
• Regular maintenance (e.g. re-roofing)
• Interior Renovations

Would not require council approval for:

• Work on rear of the house
• Work on/ construction of auxiliary buildings
• Changes to non-building elements
• Regular maintenance (e.g. re-roofing)
• Interior Renovations

Would not require council approval for:

• Work on rear of the house
• Work on/ construction of auxiliary buildings
• Changes to non-building elements
• Regular maintenance (e.g. re-roofing)

• Interior Renovations

The draft Conservation Area Policy proposes three levels of protection, which this board summarizes. 

Would require council approval for:



Levels of Protection by Housing Era QUESTIONS OR COMMENTS
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This map shows the properties which are proposed to be in each of the three levels of protection. 
The following boards summarize the proposed requirements for each level.

KEY:

Advanced Level of Protection would apply to Colonial Era 
Houses (Pre - 1900] and Boom Era Houses (1900 - 1929)

Standard Level of Protection would apply to Wartime Era 
Houses (1930 - 1949]

Limited Level of Protection would apply to Post-Modern Era 
Houses (1950 - 1975] and Contemporary Era Houses (1976 - 
Present)



Advanced Protection

Advanced Protection is 
the highest level of protection 
which would be applied to the 
neighbourhood’s oldest houses 
(1860-1929). 

This level has the most 
construction activities that 
would require council approval.

What would require a permit?

• Demolition of house

• Relocation of house

• Subdivision of lot 

• Work on front facade

• Work on sides of house

• Major changes to the roofline

• Raising the house 0.6m (2 ft) 
or more

Ear ly  Vernacu lar

1870 -  1910

Vic to r ian

1886 -  1905

Queen Anne  Rev iva l

1886 -  1912

Ear ly  Co t tage

1890 -  1925

Edward ian

1905 -  1914

Cra f t sman

1905 -  1925

COLONIAL  ERA -  PR IOR TO 1900 BOOM ERA -  1900 TO 1929

Overview:

Are the activities that would require Council/ 
delegate’s approval right for the advanced 
protection category?

Too restrictive Too weak Just right
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• Work on the rear of the house;

• Work on /construction of auxiliary buildings (such as 
garages);

• Changes to non-building elements (such as fences, and 
retaining walls);

• Regular maintenance (e.g. re-roofing with similar material, 
repair of degrading siding, painting).

• Interior Renovations

What would not require a permit?

How would design guidelines apply?

Advanced Protection would have mandatory design guidelines 
for:

• New buildings
• Renovations to the front, sides and front rooflines



Standard Protection

War t ime Bunga low

1929 -  1949

Cra f t sman Bunga low

1905 -  1930

WART IME ERA -  1930 TO 1949

S tor ybook

1930s  -1940s

Are the activities that would require Council/ 
delegate’s approval right for the standard 
(medium) protection category?

Too restrictive Too weak Just right
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Overview:

Standard Protection is 
the medium level of protection 
which would be applied to 
the neighbourhood’s war time 
houses (1930 - 1949). 

Under this level, the following 
activities would require 
approval from council:

• Demolition of house

• Relocation of house

• Subdivision of lot

How would design guidelines 
apply?

Standard Protection would have 
mandatory design guidelines 
for:

• New buildings
• Renovations to existing 
buildings would be 
encouraged but not required 
to use the guidelines

What would not require a permit?
• Work on the rear of the house;

• Work on /construction of auxiliary buildings (such as 
garages);

• Changes to non-building elements (such as fences, and 
retaining walls);

• Regular maintenance (e.g. re-roofing with similar material, 
repair of degrading siding, painting).

• Interior Renovations



Limited Protection

West  Coas t  Modern

1940s  -  1960s

Mid Cen tu r y  Vernacu lar

1950s

POST MODERN -  1950 TO 1975 CONTEMPORARY -  1975 +  ON

Contemporar y

1976 -  Today

What would not require a permit?

Are the activities that would require Council/ 
delegate’s approval right for the advanced 
protection category?

Too restrictive Too weak Just right
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Overview:

The Limited Protection 
category has no heritage 
protection provisions. It 
is proposed that Post-
Modern (1950-1975) and 
Contemporary (1976-Today) 
Houses be in this category. 

Under this level, only the 
following activity would require 
approval from council:

• Subdivision of lot

How would design guidelines 
apply?

Limited Protection would have 
mandatory design guidelines 
for:

• New buildings
• Renovations to existing 
buildings would be 
encouraged but not required 
to use the guidelines

• Work on the rear of the house;

• Work on /construction of auxiliary buildings (such as 
garages);

• Changes to non-building elements (such as fences, and 
retaining walls);

• Regular maintenance (e.g. re-roofing with similar material, 
repair of degrading siding, painting).

• Interior Renovations



Policy Flexibility
When moving properties between 
these protection levels, these are some 
of the things the City would consider:

• Architectural integrity
• Historic associations (people, events, stories)
• Presence of original materials
• Street Context
• Condition of the house

It is understood that there would likely be exceptional cases in each category. As such, there are 
proposed provisions relating to how an applicant may request a change to how the policy applies to 
their property. Property owners could request to have their protection increased, or decreased. This 
would be accomplished through use of the following regulatory tools that are already in use at the 
City:

1) Increasing Protection

Those wanting to increase the level of protection on their property could apply to the City for:

• Heritage Revitalization Agreement (HRA);
• Voluntary Heritage Designation; or
• Voluntary listing on the Heritage Register.

2) Decreasing Protection

Should a property owner consider their property to have little heritage value and/or make little 
contribution to its streetscape and, in their estimation, not warrant the level of protection, they could 
apply to the City for an Official Community Plan amendment to move their property to the Limited 
Protection Level. This would require a review process similar to that under the current Control Period, 
and would require Council approval. 

Do you have any other ideas for what could be 
considered when evaluating an application to 
move up or down the levels of protection?
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Which level of protection do you think each housing era go into?

The previous boards show what level of protection is proposed for each housing era based on Round 1 consultation results. Did we get this right?
Place your housing era sticker in to the level of protection you think it should have based on the information on the previous panels. You also have a blank sticker, which can be used to 
change the proposed another category of protection.

Require council approval for major construction activities 
on the front and sides of the house, subdivision, and 
demolition. 

Require council approval for demolition and subdivision. Require council approval for subdivision only.

Currently proposed in this category:
• Colonial Era Houses (Prior to 1900)
• Boom Era Houses (1900 - 1929)

Advanced Protection Standard Protection Limited Protection

Currently proposed in this category:
• Wartime Houses (1930 - 1949)

Currently proposed in this category:
• Post-modern houses (1950 - 1975)
• Contemporary houses (1975 - Contemporary)
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Design Guideline Introduction

The character of Queen’s Park is dependent on its entire collection of buildings, landscape and streetscape elements, 
and it is essential that all components work together to provide a harmonious appearance. The overall framework 
should be a cohesive and visually appealing streetscape based on authentic historic character. 

The currently existing Design Guidelines for the Queen’s Park neighbourhood were created in 1999 for the Historic 
District and are voluntary. The Design Guidelines are being fully updated as part of the Heritage Conservation Area 
Review and would become mandatory if the Heritage Conservation Area is implemented. The updated guidelines will 
be informed by “The Standards and Guidelines for the Conservation of Historic Places in Canada”, best practices in 
heritage design, as well as feedback gathered from Council, stakeholders, and the community. There are three sections 
in the design guidelines: 1) new residential architecture; 2) changes to existing buildings; and 3) landscape design.

There are two questions we are asking you today about the proposed Design Guidelines:

1. Should the Design Guidelines focus on traditional New Westminster Architectural Character and compatibility with the 
streetscape?

2. Are the elements proposed in the Design Guidelines appropriate?
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Focus of the Design Guidelines

Based on feedback from Round 1 consultation, the Design 
Guidelines focus on a Traditional New Westminster 
Architectural Character which would not typically include 
contemporary rooflines and massing, or materials such as 
glass and steel. Is this an appropriate approach?

YES NO

Architectural styles are reflective of the time period 
in which they flourished. As such, there is an 
established collection of architectural elements 
that are considered to be associated with New 
Westminster’s history. These elements provide 
the basis for defining the traditional architectural 
character of New Westminster:

• Siting in the middle of the lot;
• Landscaped gardens;
• Peaked (triangular) roofs; 
• Shingled roofs;
• Raised first floor;
• Open lower level front porches or verandahs;
• Vertically oriented windows;
• Wooden doors; and
• Wooden or stucco siding.

These architectural elements a found in the various 
styles of architecture that are associated with 
historic development in British Columbia, including 
New Westminster, such as, but not limited to the 
following:

• Early Vernacular
• Workman’s Cottage
• Victorian
• Queen Anne Revival
• Edwardian
• Craftsman
• Craftsman Bungalows
• Arts & Crafts
• Tudor/Georgian/Dutch Colonial Revivals

Compatibility with the Streetscape

There is also a need for changes to “fit in” with adjacent architectural context and streetscape, and 
not just a particular historic style. This is to ensure that new construction reflects the diverse range of 
character that is key to Queen’s Park’s value.

Traditional New Westminster Architectural Character:



Section 1 | New Residential Architecture

Overview

This section of the Design Guidelines is for newly constructed buildings. The goal of these design 
guidelines is to ensure that new buildings reflect the New Westminster Traditional Architectural 
Character and are compatible with adjacent buildings and the streetscape. 

A high proportion of the houses in Queen’s Park are considered historic and possess a common 
palette of materials, leading to a sense of cohesion within the neighbourhood. Residents and 
visitors appreciate Queen’s Park as an intact and historic neighbourhood, not just a collection of 
older homes. The whole neighbourhood has a heritage character, even where new homes have 
been added to Queen’s Park. 

Design Guideline Elements

The following aspects of building design would be covered by the Design Guidelines:

• Form: the configuration of the new building (shape, mass, scale, proportion, rhythm, texture, 
articulation) must be compatible to neighbouring buildings within the streetscape context

• Siting: front setbacks must be consistent with adjacent properties’ setbacks; auxiliary buildings 
must be a the rear of properties; garage doors must never be part of a street-facing building 
façade

• Traditional Style: new buildings must be evaluated carefully within their streetscape context 
to understand the appropriate architectural approach which must be consistent with the overall 
character of existing buildings on the street

• Roof Design: roofs must be gabled in keeping with the historic buildings in the neighbourhood
• Porches and Verandahs: an open porch or verandah is an integral part of Traditional 
Architecture

• Windows and Doors: these do not need to be exact reproductions of historic styles but 
should match the prevailing vertical emphasis and reference the established rhythm of openings in 
facades of heritage buildings in the streetscape

• Materials: materials should conform to the overall context of the pre-1929 buildings of the 
neighbourhood, with honest use of materials and simple and logical application of their forms and 
proportions

Are these the right elements to include? Are we 
missing anything?

Good Example of Contemporary Infill Poor Example of Contemporary Infill Emulating Historic Character

Good Example of Contemporary Infill Referencing Historic Material

20                     March 2017



Overview

This section of the Design Guidelines is for protected properties in Queen’s Park, which are currently 
defined as pre-1929 buildings and includes those already Designated or listed on the Heritage 
Register. These guidelines are based upon the Standards and Guidelines for the Conservation of 
Historic Places in Canada, which define the principles of good conservation practice. 

Design Guideline Elements

The following aspects of building design would be covered by the Design Guidelines:

• Form: wherever possible, the configuration of the heritage building (shape, mass, scale, 
proportion, rhythm, texture, articulation, colour) should be uncovered or left in place and preserved

• Architectural Details: the remaining original architectural details should be identified and 
rehabilitated

• Windows and Doors: every attempt should be made to retain the original windows or 
replace inappropriate later windows with replicas of the originals

• Materials: original materials should be left in place, or exposed when covered but intact, and 
new materials should be consistent with both the style and age of the building

• Colour: buildings should return to an authentic colour scheme

Section 2 | Changes to Existing Buildings

Colourful Queen’s Park Houses
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Are these the right elements to include? Are we 
missing anything?



Section 3 | Landscape Design Principles

Overview

The heritage landscape character of the Queen’s Park neighbourhood is created by the experience 
of its open space. This includes the private residential property, from the building to the property 
line, as well as the public open space.

Design Guideline Elements

The following aspects of landscape design would be covered by the Design Guidelines:

• Site Layout: organization of yard should take cues from the house design and consider views, 
particularly those to the Fraser River

• Views and Permeability: fences and other elements along the property line should be low; 
property lines between lots should not always be delineated; views should be screened

•  Grade Changes: many buildings are at a grade above the street and should have a stepped 
transition vs. a plain grass slope

•  Planting Design: the role of trees, foundation planting, border planting, lawns, etc. as seen 
in the Traditional Style of the neighbourhood

• Driveways and Walkways: long driveways are common and should be designed to 
reduce the aesthetic and environmental impact of large paved areas; walkways should be distinct 
from driveways

• Walls, Fences and Pergolas: fences should be low; pergolas or archways at the front 
walkway historically emphasize the pedestrian entrance or the sideyard walkway; contemporary 
materials are suitable

• Lighting: use subtle fixtures and lighting that direct light downward versus into neighbouring 
properties or the sky

• Landscape Materials: high quality contemporary and historic materials should be used
• Plant Selection: any appropriate plant may be used provided it is in the right place to allow 
for growth, composition and views

Are these the right elements to include? Are we 
missing anything?

The residential garden and streetscape contribute to each other with layout, views and layering. 
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Any final questions or comments

Staying in Touch

  @newwestminster     @New_Westminster         bquail@newwestcity.ca    604.527.4621

Have any questions or comments after the event today? Reach out to us through the following channels:

Thank you!
Your input is important to us! Thank you for taking the time to attend 
our event and to share your views and comments about the future of the 
Queen’s Park neighbourhood. 

NEXT STEPS

The feedback you have provided today will be consolidated into a report 
that will be presented to Council in April. Your input and feedback from 
Council will shape the final Heritage Conservation Area Policy.

We also have an online survey for you to share with your friends and 
family!

www.newwestcity.ca/heritage/queens-park-neighbourhood-study 
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