
Climate Action at the 
City of New Westminster

Sustainable Homes Information Session – May 2, 2026
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Background
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In 2019, New Westminster declared a Climate Emergency. 

Greenhouse Gas Reduction Targets: 45% by 2030, 65% by 2040, and 100% 
by 2050.



Climate Action Team Evolution
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February 
2020: 

Climate 
Action 
Team 

Created

September 
2019: 7 

Bold Steps

March 
2019: 

Climate 
Emergency

• Set overall targets in alignment with 
limiting global temperature rise (<1.5C)

• 45% reduction by 2030
• 65% reduction by 2040
• Net-zero emissions by 2050 

• Create a non-technical 
framework with goals



The Climate Action Team

•Deputy Director, Climate Action

•Manager, Climate Action

•Senior Climate Action Planner

•Adaptation and Resilience Specialist

•Community Energy and Emissions Specialist

•Corporate Energy and Emissions Specialist

•Utility Programs Specialist
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Seven Bold Steps
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Seven Bold Steps
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Climate Action Dashboard
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https://sevenboldsteps.newwestcity.ca/



Climate Action Dashboard
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New Westminster Plans
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C i t y ’s  C l i m a t e  P l a n s :

• Community Energy and Emissions Plan 2050

• Corporate Energy and Emissions Reduction 

Strategy 2020

• E-Mobility Strategy

E x a m p l e s  o f  O t h e r  R e l a t e d  
C i t y  P l a n s

• Transportation Master Plan

• Active Transportation Network Plan

• Floodplain Resilience Plan

• Environmental Strategy and Action Plan

• Urban Forest Management Strategy

• Council’s 2023-2026 Strategic Priorities Plan

• People, Parks, and Play



New Westminster’s Greenhouse Gas 
Emissions
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BC emissions (2022)1: 65.6 million tCO2e
Canada emissions (2023)2: 694 million tCO2e
World emissions (2021)3: 48.2 billion tCO2e

Commercial/Industrial 
Buildings (tCO2e) 

37%, 105,890

Residential Buildings (tCO2e)
17%, 49,024

Transportation 
(tCO2e)

42%, 121,919

Waste (tCO2e)
4%, 11,383 

2022 Emissions by 
Sector4

288,662 tCO2e

tCO2e: tonnes of carbon 

dioxide equivalent

By converting the emissions 

of all greenhouse gases into 

CO2 equivalents (tCO2e), 

we can compare and sum up 

their total climate impact.Sources:

1. Provincial Inventory of GHG emissions

2. Canada Greenhouse Gas Emissions

3. Global Greenhouse Gas Emissions

4. Provincial Community Energy and Emissions Inventory



Extremes & 

Sea Level Rise

Hotter, Drier 

Summers

Warmer, Wetter 

Winters

• Days over 30°C will be common
• Hottest days will be hotter
• Summer rainfall is projected to 

decrease

• Less frost and snow
• Coldest days will be 

warmer 
• Snowpack is projected to 

drop

• More intense and frequent 
heavy rainfall events

How is New Westminster’s climate 

expected to change?



How will these changes affect the New 

Westminster Community?

Extremes & 

Sea Level Rise

Hotter, Drier 

Summers

Warmer, Wetter 

Winters

• Heat-related illnesses

• Less days outdoors

• More climate anxiety

• Impacts to drinking water

• Changes in local species and 

ecosystems

• Impacts to river health

• Damage to homes, 

buildings, roads

• Access to land



Climate Change Adaptation and 
Resilience Plan

To develop a Climate Change Adaptation and 

Resilience Plan (CCARP) through a participatory 

process that will define the path toward adapting, 

preparing for, and building resilience to current 

and future climate impacts.
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Purpose

•Develop solutions that cater to the needs of 

the community

•Guide resource allocation for adapting to a 

changing climate

•Build a safer, healthier New Westminster for 

everyone



Anticipated Project Delivery Timeline
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Transportation and Buildings
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New Westminster’s largest sources of greenhouse gas 

emissions

Source: Provincial Community 

Energy and Emissions Inventory



Transportation

Active Transportation and Transit

• Improving and expanding cycling infrastructure

• Improving pedestrian safety

• Focusing density near transit options

• Advocating for better transit in New Westminster

Electric Vehicles

• As of Jan 1, 2025, all new buildings in New West must be 

EV Ready

• Maintaining and expanding City-owned EV Chargers, 

exploring further expansion (quick wins and long term 

planning)

• Advocating for more medium and heavy duty EVs
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What is the City doing?



Transportation

Active Transportation and Transit

• Take transit when you can

• Opt to walk or bike 

• Plan local vacations

Electric Vehicles

• If in your budget, make your next vehicle 

purchase electric or plug-in hybrid

• Choose a smaller new or used vehicle if 

an EV isn’t in your budget

• Apartment-dwellers – funding is 

available to help your building install EV 

charging
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What can you do?

EV Charger rebates 

for apartment, 

condo, and 

townhome 

complexes



Buildings

New Buildings

• Adopted Energy and Zero Carbon Step Codes; reaching 

highest level on Jan 1 2027

• Educating building community through Energy Save New 

West (ESNW)

Existing Buildings

• Supporting ESNW to guide homeowners through green 
retrofits

• Promoting the CleanBC Better Homes rebates

• Promoting Strata Energy Advisor Program and Rental 
Apartment Retrofit Accelerator

• Participating in Building Benchmark BC

• Promoting BC Home Energy Planner
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What is the City doing?



Buildings

Homeowners 

House and Townhomes

• Register for free renovation coaching through 

Energy Save New West – best option to figure out 

exactly what your home needs

Apartments

• Strata Energy Advisor Program: This hand-

holding service will walk your strata building 

through the retrofit process, including applying for 

rebates

• For income-qualified folks, the Province is 

currently offering up to $19k for a heat pump + 

more through CleanBC Energy Savings Program
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What can you do?

Free renovation coaching 

Strata Energy Advisor Program

CleanBC Energy Savings Program



Buildings

Renters

• Talk to your landlord about available options & 
programs (on the previous slide)

• For renters in a single landlord-owned apartment 
building, suggest the Rental Apartment Retrofit 
Accelerator program to your landlord

• Seal drafty doors and windows, hang-dry clothing, use 
blinds/curtains in summer

• Take one of our Renter infosheets
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What can you do?

Rental Apartment Retrofit Accelerator



Buildings

Businesses

• Sign up for the free Decarb Accelerator Program
offered by BOMA BC (Building Owners and Managers 
Association of BC) 

• This three-year program assists building owners 
and managers in identification and reduction of 
GHG emissions and overall building efficiencies

• Sign up for Building Benchmark BC, a province-wide 
building energy and emissions disclosure program. 

• Receive free support to improve your building’s 
energy efficiency!
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What can you do?

Decarb Accelerator Program

Building Benchmark BC



Thank you!

Questions?

climateaction@newwestcity.ca

Climate Action Team Contact Information


