REGULAR MEETING OF THE
TASK FORCE ON SUSTAINABLE
TRANSPORTATION
Notice is hereby given of the following Regular Meeting of
the Task Force on Sustainable Transportation
June 15, 2020 at 9:00am.
With immediate adjournment to Closed Meeting.

AGENDA
Call to order.
EXCLUSION OF THE PUBLIC
1.

MOTION:
THAT pursuant to Section 90 of the Community Charter, members of the public
be excluded from the Closed Meeting of the Task Force immediately following the
Regular Meeting of the Task Force on the basis that the subject matter of all
agenda items to be considered relate to matters listed under Sections 90 (1)[k]
and 90(2)[b]of the Community Charter:

90(1)
(k) negotiations and related discussions respecting the proposed provision of a
municipal service that are at their preliminary stages and that, in the view of
the council, could reasonably be expected to harm the interests of the
municipality if they were held in public;
90(2)
(b) the consideration of information received and held in confidence relating to
negotiations between the municipality and a provincial government or the
federal government or both, or between a provincial government or the federal
government or both and a third party;

June 15, 2020
Doc #1622710

Regular Task Force on Choose an item. Agenda

Page 1

ADJOURNMENT
2.

MOTION to adjourn the Meeting in open session and proceed to Closed Session.

RECONVENE TO REGULAR MEETING
3.

MOTION to reconvene to the Regular Meeting of the Sustainable Transportation
Task Force.

ADDITIONS TO THE AGENDA
Urgent/time sensitive matters only
4.

MOTION to Add or Delete Items from the Agenda.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS
5.

No items.

ADOPTION OF MINUTES
6.

MOTION to adopt the minutes of the May 25, 2020 meeting.

PRESENTATIONS AND REPORTS FOR ACTION
7.

Uptown Streetscape Vision – Stakeholder engagement, proposed big moves,
next steps (refer to material posted to the website) – 40 minutes

8.

Pattullo Bridge – Urban integration and pedestrian/bike connections – 1.5
hours (MOTI Pattullo Bridge team to join the meeting at 10am)

NEW BUSINESS
9.

No items.
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NEXT MEETING
The next meeting of the Task Force on Sustainable Transportation will occur on:
Date:
Time:
Location:

September 21, 2020
1:00 p.m
City Hall

ADJOURNMENT
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1. INTRODUCTION
With recent and planned growth in the
Uptown area, the City is developing a ‘Great
Street Vision’ to inform future developments,
and potential future City capital works along
6th St. and 6th Ave.

10TH AVE.

Principles
10TH AVE.

Create a New Standard
that is the ‘Great Street’
through Enhancements to
Pedestrian Connectivity,
Safety and Accessibility

THE PEARSON ADULT
LEARNING CENTRE

CONNECTING
SEGMENTS

LONDON ST.

6TH ST.

NEW WESTMINSTER
SECONDARY SCHOOL
DUBLIN ST.

Include Great Places,
Destinations and Vibrant
Commercial Activity
Prioritize Active
Transportation, Bus
Transit and Future
Mobility Options

SCHOOL
(OPEN 2020 FALL)

EDINBURGH ST.

8TH ST.
8TH AVE.

8TH AVE.
4TH ST.

The Vision will align with Council’s emphasis
on accessible and sustainable transportation,
declaration of a climate emergency, and
commitment to creating inviting and
engaging public spaces. Through the
implementation of the Vision, Uptown will
continue to serve an important commercial
and public space function for residents,
workers, businesses, service providers, and
visitors in the area.

Study Area

HAMILTON ST.

CORE AREA

At a minimum, the Uptown Streetscape
Vision will incorporate:
• Great Street principles

Orr
Redevelopment
in progress
PRINCESS ST.

ROYAL CITY CENTRE

4TH ST.

ASH ST.

6TH ST.

Westminter
Centre

5TH AVE.

5TH AVE.

Enhance the Urban Tree
Canopy and Integrate
Green Infrastructure

BRANTFORD ST.

CONNECTING
SEGMENTS
4TH AVE.

4TH AVE.

BLACKFORD ST.

3RD AVE.

3RD AVE.

La Rustica
Redevelopment
In progress

LANCASTER ST.

ST GEORGE ST.
4TH ST.

6TH ST.

7TH ST.

ASH ST.

LIVERPOOL ST.

QUEENS AVE.

QUEENS AVE.
THE ROYAL
WEST MINSTER
REGIMENT

FRIENDSHIP
GARDEN

NEW WESTMINSTER
CITY HALL

Uptown Streetscape Vision

6TH ST.

7TH ST.

TORONTO
PLACE PARK
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5TH ST.

BELMONT ST.

8TH ST.

Conceptual streetscape designs illustrate
proposed applications of the Principles and
Objectives along the 6th St. and 6th Ave.
corridors in Uptown.

NEW WESTMINSTER
PUBLIC LIBRARY

7TH ST.

• Existing policy and previous learning:
• Master Transportation Plan
• Official Community Plan Goals
• Great Streets for Seniors Uptown
Streetscape Study
• City’s Strategic Priorities 2019-2022
• Climate Action:
• Bold Step 2. Car Light Community, and
• Bold Step 7. People-Centred Public
Realm
Based on all of the must haves, listed above,
in consultation with City staff, and with input
from the City’s Sustainable Transportation
Advisory Committee, a set of Principles
and Objectives were developed to shape
the Vision for the New Westminster Uptown
Streetscape.

6TH AVE.

6TH AVE.
8TH ST.

• Appropriate design standards including
right-sized vehicular lane widths, clear
sidewalk widths, boulevard zones, building
interfaces, and passenger/loading zones.

Be a Fully Inclusive
and Welcoming
Space for All

7TH AVE.

7TH AVE.

ROYAL AVE.

ROYAL AVE.

CUNNINGHAM ST.
DOUGLAS
COLLEGE

AGNESS ST.

Provide Comfortable and
Pleasant Experiences
Embody a Unique and
Unified Character that speaks
to its place in the City

2. PRINCIPLES AND OBJECTIVES
Principle 1

Principle 2

Principle 3

Create a New Standard that is the ‘Great Street’ through
Enhancements to Pedestrian Connectivity, Safety and Accessibility

Include Great Places, Destinations and Vibrant Commercial Activity

Prioritize Active Transportation, Bus Transit and Future Mobility
Options

Objectives
•
•
•
•
•

Improved Connections and sight lines
More space for pedestrians and cyclists
Reduce pedestrian crossing distances
Pedestrian-scale street lighting
Sidewalk clear width of 3.0 m

Objectives

• Distributed activity nodes
• Space for street commerce, programmed activities, entertainment and
community events
• City and business partnerships
• New developments have setbacks for commercial uses
• Incorporate business needs (deliveries and servicing)
• During construction, maintain an accessible, attractive and vibrant street

Principle 7
Be a Fully Inclusive and Welcoming Space for All

Objectives

• Incorporate Dementia-Friendly Community Action Plan (2016)
• Incorporate Age-Friendly Community Strategy (2017)
• Support and foster small retail storefronts and businesses to ensure the local
economy reflects the diversity of the neighbourhood

Objectives
•
•
•
•
•

On-street separated cycling facilities
Bicycle parking facilities located conveniently and clear of road and sidewalk
Treat cars as guests in the space
Private cars only to convey people with disabilities and seniors
Support reliable, convenient and comfortable transit (i.e. fully accessible bus
service, weather protection and seating, in-lane bus boarding and transit
priority measures for speed and reliability)
• Existing bus network operations maintained at current service levels or
improved
• Curbside flex lane for mobility options for those who need it (accessible):
• Taxis: ride-hailing
• Loading & servicing
• Future e-bike share, other micro mobility
• Carshare
• Electric Vehicle (EV) charging
• Food carts or other activation
• Bus bulges for passenger waiting/loading zones at bus stops

Principle 4
Provide Comfortable and Pleasant Experiences

Principle 6

Principle 5

Enhance the Urban Tree Canopy and Integrate Green
Infrastructure

Embody a Unique and Unified Character that speaks to its place in
the City

•
•
•
•

• Distinctive, unified design that is timeless yet complements the past, present
and future of Uptown.
• Durable, readily-available materials
• Embrace the eclecticism and fine-grain frontages of the neighbourhood
character and commercial retail strategy
• High-quality amenity space to enhance the street’s image
• Gateway, wayfinding, and site elements, including public art, to strengthen
the identity and celebrate the history of the Uptown neighbourhood
• Minimize site clutter

Objectives

Permeable materials in the boulevard furnishing zones
Design streets as habitats
Healthy urban forest with a continuous canopy of shade trees
Manage storm water to reduce off-site impacts and to support the City’s
Integrated Stormwater Management Plan (ISMP)
• Integrate green infrastructure (i.e. stormwater infiltration trenches, soil cells,
structural soil, rain gardens)
• Coordinate trees and green infrastructure with utilities
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Objectives

Objectives
•
•
•
•
•
•

Reclaim street space for pedestrians and cyclists
Seating at regular intervals.
Protection from the elements (weather, noise, traffic)
Meeting/gathering spots with good solar access (winter) and shade (summer)
Flexible spaces for temporary outdoor events and pop-up performances
Promote Privately Owned Public Spaces (POPS) and outdoor retail (fruit stands,
café tables, clothing racks)
• Create a continuous street tree canopy
• Daytime and nighttime considerations

3. UPTOWN GREAT STREET OVERVIEW

Great Street Standard
8TH ST.

Refer to pages 4 and 5 for descriptions of
typologies.
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New Westminster
Secondary School
(2020 completion)

This diagram is typical cross section of a Great Street in Uptown, showing the primary
streetscape zones in their proposed configuration.

5TH ST.

Extension of Londo

6TH ST.

Proposed Public Realm
Typologies in Uptown

NW UPTOWN STREETSCAPE

Provide multi-use path
to 5th St. through
existing lane should
future redevelopment
along 6th St. occur.

EDINBURGH ST.

Existing Plaza

8TH AVE.

6th Street from Crosstown Greenway to
New Westminster Secondary School

Pedestrian Rooms
Parklet

Locations of parklets
to be determined
through separate
consultation

SECTION D

Boulevard Room

HAMILTON ST.

Spot improvement to enhance intersection for
Active Transportation and restrict East-West
through traffic west of 6th St.
Potential to create a protected intersection.
Rotary Crosstown Greenway

Half Street Park

Connectors

Century
House
Optimize and reallocate road
space to increase space for
pedestrian comfort on 6th Ave.,
6th St. and Belmont St in Uptown

Telus

PRINCESS ST.

Moody Park

Intersection of 6th
St. and 6th Ave.
Future Potential
for Redevelopment
SECTION B

Lane/Narrow Street
6TH AVE.

Public
Library

Plaza

PO2

Building Interface

6TH AVE.

3

Feature intersection
at 8th St. ‘gateway’
opportunity
Future Potential
for Redevelopment

Belmont
Street

Create boulevard
rooms in quieter
segment west of
6th St.

S

Core block of 6th
Street

Westminster
Centre
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Boulevard

2.4m
Curbside
Flex Lane

3.5m

3.5m

Vehicle
Through Lane

Vehicle
Through Lane

2.4m
Curbisde
Flex Lane

1.5m
Boulevard

3.0m

1.2m - 3.0m

Sidewalk
Clear Zone

Building
Interface

PL

SECTION A

Existing RoW 6th St.
Between Belmont and 6th Ave.

PL

Sidewalk Clear Zone
A straight, unobstructed path of travel for
people walking and using mobility aides.
Tactile and visual indicators alert people of
intersections and edges

Vehicle Through Lanes
6th Avenue and 6th Street
in Uptown will prioritize bus
transit, active transportation,
service vehicles, and vehicles
transporting seniors and
people with disabilities

SECTION A

Spaces (POPS)

PO1

Sidewalk
Clear Zone

1.5m

Boulevard
May contain street furniture, including
benches and bike racks, street trees and
planting, green infrastructure, street
7TH AVE.
lights, signage, utilities, and bus stop
SECTION
SCALE 1:100 @ TABLOIDwaiting shelters and boarding areas
Spot improvement to
enhance intersection for
Building Interface
active transportation and
Entrances, commercial displays /
restrict East-West through
vending, restaurant patios, café
traffic west of 6th St.
seating, sandwich boards

Royal City Centre

Privately-Owned Publicly Accessible

3.0m

24.4m

Future Potential
for Redevelopment

Park Streets

Feature Intersection

3.0m
Building
Interface

Plaza

Nodes and Gateways

Building

Add green crosswalks to provide
cycling connection across 8th Ave.
8TH AVE.

S

Building
Setback

SECTION C

Pedestrian Link

P2
P3

EXISTING
CURB

Building

Greenway

P1

EXISTING
CURB

Building
Setback

Curbside Flex Zone
May contain short term/priority parking, transit
stops, taxi or ride hailing zones, delivery/loading
zones, bicycle facilities such as docked bike share
stands, and/or curb extensions for expanded areas
for seating or activation of the public realm

4. PUBLIC REALM TYPOLOGIES *from the New Westminster Downtown Public Realm Design Guidelines and Master Plan
Pedestrian Rooms

Pedestrian rooms are smaller, more intimate
spaces that serve as zones for pedestrians
to engage in the public realm. These spaces
tend to be primarily hardscape, with paving,
paint, seating, planters, and/or public art.
There are several sub-categories or types of
pedestrian rooms identified in the Uptown
Streetscape Vision.

P1

Parklets
A parklet is a sidewalk extension that
provides more usable public space for
people on streets. They are typically built
on platforms that extend out from the edge
of the sidewalk to the width of adjacent onstreet parking space and include benches,
tables, movable chairs and landscaping.
Purpose
• Provide places to sit, relax, and socialize
• Animate the street along retail frontages.
• Create enjoyable spaces within which to
stop, rest and interact.
• Create neighbourhood identity.
• Increase landscape biodiversity through
additional plantings.
• Achieve a ‘five to ten minute walk’ to a
green space  
Uses
• Outdoor space for local businesses
• Gathering space for neighbourhood
• Street performance zone
• Outdoor eating and dining
• Casual use
• Passing through
• Secondary pedestrian routes
• Building entrances and small gathering
spaces

Uptown Streetscape Vision
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P2

Boulevard Rooms
Boulevard rooms are areas adjacent
sidewalks within boulevard areas and
building setbacks. These small plazas
engage public life and encourage street
activity - contributing to a successful public
realm.

P3

Plazas
Plazas, typically located at street corners, are
larger, more open, or more prominent open
spaces. They may occur by design where
buildings are set back from the corner, or
they may be the result of road “right-sizing,”
where unnecessary turning lanes are closed
to traffic.

Purpose:
• Provide places to sit, relax, and socialize.
• Transform sidewalks into places for
people, by encouraging people to linger
in welcoming public spaces
• Animate the street along retail frontages.
• Create neighbourhood identity and
connectivity.

Purpose:
• Activate street corners as dynamic
places in the public realm.
• Increase legibility and wayfinding for
pedestrians and vehicular passengers
• Increase green space by transforming
paved road spaces.

Uses
• Outdoor space for local businesses
• Gathering space for neighbourhood
• Street performance zone
• Outdoor eating and dining
• Casual use
• Passing through
• People-watching
• Secondary pedestrian mini plazas
• Small gathering spaces
• Bus stop

Uses:
• Prominent meeting places for
pedestrians
• Outdoor expansion of adjacent business
use
• Staying and people-watching
• Slowing traffic and creating a
neighbourhood feel
• Expression of pedestrian culture
• Temporary or experimental art/design
• Street performance zone

Park Streets

Park streets provide green infrastructure and
places for gathering. Their overall character
is softer, quieter and more ecological than
Pedestrian Rooms.

S

Half Street Park
A Half Park Street is an adaptation of one or
more street traffic lanes for park/ green open
space purposes.
Purpose:
• Enhance and expand the green space
network
• Create enjoyable spaces within which to
stop, rest and interact
• Create neighbourhood identity
• Increase the biodiversity of
neighbourhoods through additional
plantings and green infrastructure
• Provide traffic-calming measures in the
neighbourhood
• Provide ‘five to ten-minute walk’ to a
green space for pedestrians.
Uses
• Prominent meeting places for
pedestrians
• Outdoor expansion of adjacent business
use
• Street performance zone
• Programmed activities such as markets,
festivals and community celebrations

5. PUBLIC REALM TYPOLOGIES *from the New Westminster Downtown Public Realm Design Guidelines and Master Plan
Nodes and Gateways

Nodes are special places created where paths
cross and energy is focused. Nodes vary
in scale from small intimate to large urban
scale, such as a major street intersection.
Nodes can be identified by a change
of surface material, special lighting, or
equipment for activities. Gateways are arrival
points that can celebrate special places and/
or mark transitions between neighbourhoods.
Feature Intersection
Feature intersections recognize important
intersections in the Uptown neighbourhood
where there is an opportunity to create a
gateway and sense of arrival into the Uptown
neighbourhood.
Purpose:
• Prioritizes the pedestrian experience
• Promotes the eclectic and artistic culture
in Uptown.
• Activates and animates intersections.
• Reinforces the importance of Great
Streets.
• Provides interest and possibility for key
public art elements.
Uses:
• High visibility and accessible crossing for
pedestrians and cyclists
• Motor vehicle movements with priority
for buses

Connectors

Connectors are a secondary network of
pedestrian connections that provide a quieter
and more comfortable alternative to the
existing and established primary routes.
Active and enhanced laneways improve the
pedestrian movement network and help to
create shared, multi-purpose public spaces.
Lane/Narrow Street
Underutilized lanes can be transformed into
safe, vibrant, people-friendly spaces.
Purpose:
• Prioritize pedestrian use, existing utilities
and service vehicles in the lanes
• Promote an eclectic and artistic laneway
culture.
• Activate and animate the laneways in
a variety of ways including artistically,
socially, culturally and environmentally.
• Encourage retailers and residents to
use the laneways as entrances and front
doors
Uses:
• Casual public use, sitting, displays, cafés
• Passing through
• Active or Passive in character depending
on adjacent building uses
• Artistic/cultural expression
• Maintain existing essential functions for
utilities, loading, parking, fire access and
services

Uptown Streetscape Vision
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Privately Owned Publicly
Accessible Spaces (POPS)
New development presents opportunities
to create privately-owned but publicly
accessible space (POPS).
POPS are an important part of the City’s
public realm. The success of POPS includes
both their design and how they work with
surrounding public spaces including streets,
and sidewalks.

Purpose:
• Complement existing and proposed
public spaces on streets and lanes.
• Animate semi-public spaces.
• Create enjoyable spaces for recreation,
relaxation and retreat.
• Create permeability in the
neighbourhood and increase
accessibility.
• Create a sense of place and
neighbourhood identity.
• Provide outdoor rooms for residents and
visitors.

PO1

Plaza
A privately owned, publicly accessible plaza
is an animated gathering place flanked by
a public street with predominantly hard
surfaced landscape features. Plazas should
be oriented to maximize sunlight access
throughout the day and provide uses that
take advantage of a sunny location (e.g.
cafés and patios). Plazas at minimum should
include tree plantings and seating areas.
Purpose:
• Casual use, passing through, secondary
pedestrian routes, building entrances and
small gathering spaces.
• Large plazas may include fountains and
water features or concession stands  
• Include public art as a key element
• Allow for flexible uses (i.e., street
performers)
Uses:
• Prominent meeting places for
pedestrians
• Outdoor expansion of adjacent business
use
• Staying and people-watching
• Expression of pedestrian culture
• Temporary or experimental art/design
• Street performance zone

PO2

Building Interface
Building interfaces are open spaces between
the building façade and public sidewalk,
characterized by hard or soft landscaping
treatment. They are provided through
a variation in building setbacks to allow
for plantings, trees, usable public space
including store displays, and seating areas.
Purpose:
• Provide space for restaurant patios and
cafe seating
• Allow displays of merchandise
• Transform sidewalks into places for
people, by encouraging people to linger
in welcoming public spaces
• Animate the street along retail frontages.
• Create neighbourhood identity and
connectivity.
• Encourage weather protection for yearround use.
Uses:
• Casual public use, sitting, displays, cafés
• Publicly-accessible at all times
• Active or Passive in character depending
on adjacent building uses
• Outdoor expansion of adjacent business
use

6. KEY OPPORTUNITY AREAS
Belmont Street
Issues and Opportunities:

Core Block of 6th Street (Belmont to 6th Ave.)
Proposed Solutions:

Issues and Opportunities:

××Centrally located within the core of
Uptown

××This block of 6th Street is
centrally located and well-suited
for special treatments at the
heart of the Uptown commercial
streetscape

××Local-serving street with low
speed through traffic
××Existing street trees in good health

××Existing high concentration of
fine-grained retail frontages,
anchor businesses, services and
workplaces make it an attractive
destination

××Two parcels along south edge have
high potential for redevelopment
××Existing fine-grain commercial
frontages activate the street
××Numerous businesses with take out
service

Proposed Solutions:

East half of Belmont to have
flush curbs and special paving
across vehicle lane so space
can be converted into a plaza

××Farmer’s market attracts people
××Great location to invite short term
activation like markets

7th Street

××‘Living room’ for many people who
benefit from services in the area
Retain existing street trees and add a
central row to create a half-street park

P
P

Optimize lane widths
and widen sidewalks
to increase space for
commerce

An uncluttered and
flexible public space
to accommodate
weekend markets
and festivals

Potential
for weather
protection

××Well-served by transit between
New Westminster and Edmonds
SkyTrain stations

Setbacks gained through redevelopment will provide
corner plazas and a continuous building interface zone
for outdoor commercial activity along the entire street

ØØMaintaining transit service
reliability is a challenge given high
level of traffic (pedestrian and
vehicular)

6th Ave.

Relocate the southbound bus stop (#106) to the
north side of 6th Ave. to improve the waiting
experience and reduce pedestrian congestion.
Extend the existing sidewalk and commercial
setbacks from Westminster Centre to 6th Avenue
Optimize the width of existing road lanes and use
special paving for curb lanes to distinguish this
block
Provide 3.0 m wide clear sidewalks, building
setbacks for patios and boulevards to line both
sides of the street with trees and furnishings

Permanent plaza facing 6th Street for
performances, art exhibitions, etc.

Belmont Street

Building interface setbacks and corner
plaza for vibrant commercial activities
6th Street

Maintain eastbound right-turn only
Continue sidewalk paving for pedestrian
priority across Belmont

Uptown Streetscape Vision
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Curb extensions
with planting and
green infrastructure

Create a feature intersection at Belmont St. by
narrowing roadway and adding curb extensions on
the south side of the intersection (to match north
side) and provide planting beds, rain gardens and
boulevard rooms to provide places to rest

7. KEY OPPORTUNITY AREAS
Intersection of 6th Street and 6th Avenue

6th Avenue

Issues and Opportunities:

Proposed Solutions:

Issues and Opportunities:

Proposed Solutions:

××The main intersection in the
centre of Uptown

An all-way / scramble crossing is type of signalized intersection in which
pedestrians may cross the intersection in every direction at the same time
while all vehicular traffic is stopped.

××Identified as a ‘Great Street’ in
the Official Community Plan and
Master Transportation Plan

• Optimize the vehicular lanes and realign curbs to gain more public realm
space on both sides of the street

××High concentration of pedestrian
activity, bus service and
commerce

××A high concentration of sidewalkoriented commercial retail and
services

ØØInsufficient crossing time for
seniors, people with disabilities
and families with children
ØØPoor pedestrian visibility
××Opportunity to increase the
visibility of the neighbourhood
and showcase the City’s
commitment to pedestrian
priority in a high profile manner

Provide seating in
boulevard rooms
and quieter spaces
set back from the
intersection

Improved visibility and sight lines
between drivers and pedestrians as
pedestrian refuges at corners are
located on curb extensions

Relocate the southbound bus stop
(route #106) north of 6th Avenue so
as to integrate with the Royal Centre
Plaza, improving the waiting experience
and aligning better with passenger
demands.
Partner with queue jumper so buses get
in front of other vehicles at signal.

ØØRoad space reallocation is
necessary to provide more public
realm (i.e. in lane-boarding,
reduced street parking)

• Enhance the sense of comfort and quality of experience for pedestrians
while improving the available widths of clear paths of travel, accessibility
and commerce along the street.
• Provide a clear sidewalk width of 3.0 metres
• Where possible, create a 1.5 m boulevard on the north side of 6th Ave. to
increase separation between traffic and pedestrians.

• Locally widen
boulevard to 2.6
NW UPTOWN STREETSCAPE
- SECTION
B m for passenger zone at bus stop.

Pedestrians cross in all directions at the
same time.
Signals provide separate phases for
pedestrian movement and vehicular
movement which eliminates conflicts
between turning vehicles and
pedestrians.

ØØA reduction in motor vehicle
• Maintain loading zones and spaces for priority curbside flex lane mobility
is required to reallocate
options
along south side of 6th Ave.
Onvolume
6th Avenue
- between 6th Street and 7th
Street
road lanes to public realm
OPTION B
• Replace some parking spaces along the south side of 6th Ave. with
ØØIncreased setbacks are not
boulevard rooms to provide additional space for pedestrians.
possible along Royal City Centre
without redevelopment of the
shopping centre
Add boulevard to provide space
PL

3.0M
FUTURE
SETBACK
FOR
BUILDING
INTERFACE

Maintain existing
turn restrictions for
vehicles

for trees and furnishings beside
a 3.0 m wide clear sidewalk

EXISTING
CURB

EXISTING
CURB

PL

Widen boulevard into flex
lane in each block to provide
boulevard rooms (or parklets)
Royal City Centre

Building

Two travel lanes will be
maintained on the 6th
Street’s southbound
approach to 6th Avenue

1.1m

Potential improvements to privately-owned publicly
accessible space to improve the plaza’s integration
with the streetscape
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Reduced crossing distance at crosswalks
benefits to slower moving pedestrians, people
with disabilities, and families with children

Building
Interface
(expand to 3.0m
through
redevelopment)

SECTION B

3.0m

1.5m

2.4m

3.5m

3.5m

Sidewalk
Clear Zone

Boulevard

Flex Lane

Vehicle
Through Lane

In-Lane Boarding and
Vehicle Through Lane

2.6m
Passenger
Zone
(Boulevard)

3.0m
Sidewalk
Clear Zone

19.5m

PL

Existing RoW

PL

8. KEY OPPORTUNITY AREAS

NW UPTOWN STREETSCAPE - SECTION C

6th Street from Crosstown Greenway to New Westminster
Secondary
School
On 6th Street
- between 8th Avenue
and New Westminster Secondary School

ØØOff-street parking for businesses
between 7th Ave. and 8th Ave.
include numerous driveway
crossings along the sidewalk.
Removing driveway crossings
through redevelopment will
improve the safety and experience
for pedestrians

• Modify intersection of 7th Ave.
at 6th St. to prioritize Active
Transportation and connectivity
between the Crosstown Greenway
and the proposed 6th St. cycling
connection to New Westminster
Secondary School

1.3M
FUTURE
SETBACK
FOR
SIDEWALK

Widen boulevard into
flex lane in each block to
provide boulevard rooms
(or parklets)

• Maintain road capacity and retain
flex lane on one side for parking /
passenger zone
• Widen sidewalks to 1.8 m
• Optimize road lane widths and
shift curb alignment (both sides)

• East-West through traffic on 7th
Ave. west of 6th St. is restricted
to pedestrians, cyclists and
emergency vehicles

• To add trees to the boulevard,
relocation of overhead utilities is
required

• The spot improvement reallocates
road space for additional planting,
rain gardens, and pedestrian
seating

NW UPTOWN STREETSCAPE - SECTION D
1.5m and
0.9m8th Avenue
1.5m Street
2.4m
On 6th Street - between1.8m
Hamilton
Buffer
Sidewalk Boulevard
Flex Lane
OPTION B
Clear
Zone

SECTION C

• Optimize road lane widths and
shift curb alignment (both sides)

××Passenger islands (approx. 3.0 m
wide) with waiting shelters and
seating can be created at bus
stops by reallocating road space
and providing in-lane boarding

• Setbacks for sidewalks and
commercial frontage zones to be
obtained through redevelopment
of parcels on the east side of 6th
St.

• A reduction of vehicle lanes is
required to accommodate bus
passenger zone/waiting area

• To limit conflict areas and improve
pedestrian safety, redevelopment
shall remove driveways along 6th
St and move access to off-street
parking and servicing to the back
lane

Bike path
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Segment between 7th Ave. and 8th
Ave. (3.0 m sidewalks)

××Redevelopment provides an
opportunity to remove driveways
that cross the sidewalks along 6th
St. and make the sidewalk safer
and more pleasant for pedestrians

ØØThere are currently two loading/
servicing zones between 7th Ave
and 8th Ave. (1 on each side of 6th
St.)
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EXISTING
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• Potential to create a ‘protected
intersection’ to prioritize the
safety of cyclists at this feature
intersection
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in-lane boarding
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××Support more students to safely
travel to and from school on foot
and by bike, while also addressing
gaps in the current active
transportation network

NWSS (1.8 m sidewalks)
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××Provide safe walking and cycling
connections from the school’s
entrance on 6th St. to the existing
network of local streets and
bikeways, including the London
Dublin Greenway and Crosstown
Bikeway
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ØØExisting sidewalks north of 8th
Ave. are less than the minimum
width of 1.8 m in low volume areas

Spot improvement at 7th Ave.

Segment between 8th Ave. and

7t
h

××A new New Westminster
Secondary School (NWSS) opens
in 2020

Proposed Solutions:
Great Street standard with on-street cycling facilities

N

Issues and Opportunities:

OPTION B (between bus stops)

9. GENERAL CONSIDERATIONS
Dementia-Friendly / Senior-Friendly Design

Nighttime Considerations

Issues and Opportunities:

Issues and Opportunities:

Solutions:

Issues and Opportunities:

Solutions:

××Uptown is an attractive
destination and is well-visited
throughout the year and during
the day and night.

Pedestrian oriented lighting can
enhance the appeal of walking on
a street after dark, as good lighting
increases visibility, aesthetic quality
and perceived safety.

××Uptown’s vibrant and eclectic
commercial character is rooted
in history and embodies a unique
sense of identity within the City

Colourful Crosswalks and Curb
Extensions

××The neighbourhood includes the
city’s highest concentration of
seniors and a diverse range of
destinations for seniors
××Well-served by bus transit
××Walkable and relatively flat
ØØExisting sidewalks have
deficiencies that create issues
for accessibility (i.e. obstructions,
sections of narrow sidewalks,
uneven surfaces, inconsistent
treatments, ponding water)
ØØVisibility of vulnerable
pedestrians, especially at night
ØØAggressive or impatient drivers
and lack of enforcement for
drivers disobeying traffic laws
××Great Streets are an opportunity
to demonstrate a high level of
pedestrian priority within the city

Solutions:
Integrate principles of dementiaand senior-friendly design
throughout streetscape
Physical comfort: wide unobstructed
sidewalks separated from traffic with
street trees to provide protection
from the elements
Pedestrian amenities: frequent areas
to rest and find refuge, sheltered
bus stops, and places with the
opportunity to socialize
Safety by design: adequate lighting,
accessible features, even walking
surfaces, and safe crossings
Pedestrian priority: reallocate space
used by vehicles to pedestrians, slow
vehicular traffic, increased stoplight
wait times for drivers
Dementia-friendly features:
landmarks, consistent wayfinding
and uncluttered sidewalks

Intersections

Sidewalks

• Narrow crossing distances

• Wide, unobstructed, even, nonslip,
and well-maintained sidewalk
surfaces with consistent treatment
and defined edges with visual and
tactile differences

• Long crossing times at signalized
intersections
• Provide excellent visibility between
vehicles and pedestrians with
curb extensions, high visibility
crosswalks and lighting at all
intersections
• Include accessible features
by default such as accessible
pedestrian signals, direct and wellmaintained curb letdowns, and
tactile walking surface indicators

• Good sidewalk maintenance
practices such as snow and leaf
removal
• Prioritize curbside uses that
support accessibility including
short term parking for passenger
loading/unloading, taxis, ride
hailing, in each block
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ØØVisibility of pedestrians by drivers,
especially at night
ØØInconsistent light levels combined
with uneven walking surfaces
create safety hazards
××Existing street lighting is due for
replacement.
××Updated street and pedestrianscaled lighting will contribute to
the streetscape feeling safe and
welcoming to all

Ensure lighting is designed to
provide a safe and attractive public
space environment at different times
of day and night.
Light colour and intensity are
considered the most important
components of creating a desirable
street atmosphere during the
evenings. Lighting should be
brighter at higher-risk areas, such
as intersections, and can be lower in
“non-conflict” areas (e.g. mid-block).
Install overhead lighting on both
sides of each crosswalk to greatly
increase the chance that pedestrians
are seen by vehicles at night.
Use LED street and pedestrian
lighting that meets the City’s latest
standards for energy efficiency
and operational savings. Include
diffusers on lights to minimize glare
for pedestrians and drivers.
Encourage decorative / creative
lighting such as underlit benches,
catenary lighting, and gobos (stencil
projections) wherever appropriate.

Further study required: Conduct
luminosity study and add lighting as
necessary

Gateway Features

××Uptown is a destination within the
City and a key node within the
Frequent Transit Network

Uptown’s expanded pedestrian
realm, trees, furnishings, and bold
coloured crosswalks create a sense
of arrival

××Motor vehicles slow through
Uptown, yielding to an abundance
of pedestrians and bus transit.
××Gateway features can be added
and embellished to strengthen the
sense of arrival in Uptown
××Wayfinding and navigation within
Uptown can be improved through
the development of a wayfinding
strategy.
Uptown Brand Identity

Lighting and Vertical Elements
Overhead lighting can be used to
further define feature intersections
within Uptown

In addition to the consistent
application of Uptown’s ‘brand
identity’ currently used on street
signs, banners and bike racks,
incorporate it into wayfinding
signage to support navigation within
Uptown
Public Art/Temporary Public Art
Locate public art at intersections
and nodes to serve as landmarks,
gateways, wayfinding, and creative
placemaking

