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Update - August 2016

Since 2011, the City of New Westminster has been working closely with Transport Canada and the four railway 
companies currently operating in the City towards eliminating the use of locomotive whistling within City limits. 

In order to achieve whistle cessation at all at-grade railway crossings, safety audits must be completed to ensure 
that the necessary requirements outlined in the Canada Railway Safety Act have been met. 

New Westminster has a total of 22 railway crossings in the City; 12 on the mainland and 10 in Queens borough. 
The City is currently focusing on 13 major crossings and has completed safety audits at all 13 of the crossings. 

Status of Downtown Crossings (2 crossings) 
There are two downtown crossings; one in the vicinity of the Fourth Street Pedestrian Overpass and the other at 
the intersection of Beg bie Street and Front Street. The required safety upgrades at these locations are nearing 
completion, with fencing of the railway corridor as part of the roadworks on Front Street which is to be completed 
by the end of August. Once the final inspection and fencing is complete the formal notification and public notices 
will be posted. 

Status of Westend and Queensborough Crossings (7 crossings) 
The Twentieth Street and Port Royal crossings have been upgraded and SRY is currently working with BC Safety 
to enact cessation at these crossings. The City and SRY will be meeting with the Quayside community in the fall 
to review details of the Quayside Drive and Laguna Court crossing as the design has been completed. Equipment 
delivery is expected to take 4-8 months once ordered. 

SRY has requested full gates at all of the railways crossing in 
Queens borough; however, due to the existing road cross section and 
to meet minimum clearance requirements, the provision of gates may 
require realignment of the road. It is anticipated that the City and SRY will 
have design alternatives developed by the end of 2016, with installations in 
2017. 

Status of Sapperton Crossings (4 crossings) 
Four crossings are located in the Sapperton neighbourhood. Safety 
audits have identified a number of complex safety issues along Braid 
Street impacting the two crossings. Canadian Pacific Railway (CP) will be 
adding gates at their crossing at Braid Street later this year. Due to traffic 
congestion and access issues along the corridor, that back traffic onto 
the rail crossing, cessation will not be possible until these issues can be 
addressed. Solutions to these issues are being looked at in conjunction 
with possible major highway improvements as part of the future Brunette 
Interchange. 

Only minor work is required at Cumberland Street to meet requirements 
for cessation; therefore, this work will proceed as soon as possible. Spruce 
Street is more complex, but it's believed that cessation can be achieved with improvements to address pedestrian 
trespass into the rail rig ht of way from the Skytrain Station. The City has passed the safety audits along to the 
Railway companies and will be arranging meetings in the fall to obtain agreement prior to moving forward with 
the design for the Spruce Street crossing. 

For more information please contact the Engineering department at 604-527-4592. www.newwestcity.ca 


