Did you know?

Water Conservation &
Composting Programs

Yard Trimmings

Lawns can thrive better by leaving grass
clippings on them after cutting. Grass clippings provide essential nutrients, add valuable organic material and reduce evaporation and the need to water. Grass clippings
can supply 25% of your lawn’s nitrogen
needs.
Printed on 100% post-consumer content paper

Watering Requirements

Did you know that established lawns only
need 2.5 cm of water a week, including rainfall? Water your lawn only when it needs
it. Longer, infrequent watering will help to
develop deeper, healthier roots.

Choosing Garden Plants

Consider choosing drought-tolerant native
plants. A drought-tolerant plant can survive
with very little watering once it is established. Natural rainfall amounts are usually
enough for these plants, if they’re growing
in their suited location.
Additional information about water conservation and
composting can be found on the Metro Vancouver
website:
www.metrovancouver.org
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Water Conservation &
Composting in New Westminster

Rain Barrels

Backyard Composting

You can do your
part to conserve
our region’s drinking water by storing
rain to use for your
plants and gardens.
Did you know that
lawn and garden
watering accounts for
the largest portion of
75 gallon recycled plastic
residential water use
rain barrel
in the summer? Water
demand in the summer is up to 60% higher
than in the winter because of outdoor uses
such as watering plants, yards and washing
the car.

Studies show that more than 40% of what
we send to the landfills is organic waste
(e.g. garden refuse, leaves, vegetable scraps,
etc.), some of which can be composted at
home.
Backyard composting is the most environmentally-friendly way to manage the
organic “waste” your home produces,
transforming your “trash” into a nutrientrich “treasure” for your garden. A single
household can compost over 500 kg of
kitchen scraps, low-quality papers and yard
trimmings per year, resulting in over 100kg
of free fertilizer!

ecological cycle. It also reduces the amount
of garbage that is stored (often indoors) until
the morning of collection.
The City’s backyard composter program
offers New Westminster residents an
80 gallon plastic composter (“The Earth
Machine”) for $30.00 including taxes.
Composters can be picked up at the
City’s Works Yard. Please call Engineering
Operations during office hours at
604-526-4691 during office hours (7:00am
to 4:00pm) to order or confirm availability of
the composters.
Payment for the composter can be made by
cash or cheque only, at time of pick-up.

The City is providing to residents of New
Westminster a 75 gallon plastic rain barrel
for $75.00 including taxes. The rain barrels
measure 54” high, 42” wide and 21” deep*;
please ensure the vehicle transporting the
rain barrel is large enough.
Please call Engineering Operations at
604-526-4691 during buisiness hours
(7:00am - 4:00pm) if you would like to order
a rain barrel.
Payment for the rain barrel can be made by
cash or cheque only, at time of pick-up.
*137cm high x 107cm wide x 53cm deep

Managing organics in your yard reduces
pollution, our carbon footprint and
disposal costs, while improving the
environment and keeping organics in the

For more information about these City programs, please call Engineering Operations at 604-526-4691

Backyard Composter

