
MANAGING OUR URBAN FOREST

UNDERSTANDING BENEFITS of the URBAN FOREST

Take a moment to consider how many 
benefits are provided by the urban forest. 
From cherry blossoms and fall colour... 
to summer shade and fresh air... to flood 
protection and carbon storage... trees are 
a remarkably singular and simple solution 
for many challenges associated with the 
sustainable management of our cities and 
neighbourhoods. The following illustrations 
show the many benefits of the urban forest 
canopy across a range of spaces found 
throughout New Westminster.

...the presence of mature, healthy trees are often the most visible 
indicator of overall quality of life and community well-being.

WHAT DOES THE URBAN FOREST DO FOR ME?
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root network 
improves water 

quality for 
aquatic habitat

rainfall interception 
and evapo-transpiration

habitat for wildlife, 
including structure, 
refuge and food 

a diversity of species, 
microclimate (moisture 
and temperature) and 
microhabitat

soil storage and 
root uptake mitigate 
stormwater runoff 
generated by 
impervious surfaces

air filtration,  
pollutant removal and  
C02 sequestration

root network mitigates 
erosion through soil 
stabilization

shade reduces  
heat island effectreduced glare and  

improved street safety
improved pedestrian/street 
experience (shade, interest)

“softening,” definition of 
spaces and screening 

reduced energy use 
(heating and cooling costs)

increased property values

reduction of stormwater 
infrastructure costs

filtration of pollutants from runoff

improved air quality  
and human health

carbon sequestration and 
climate change adaptation

moderates local climate 
(wind, rain, uv, etc.)

increased shopping  
and retail expenditure

filtration of particulates  
and airborne pollutants

improved recreational values 
encourage active living

root network improves 
soil health and water 
quality for aquatic habitat
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HUMAN HEATH + WELLNESS

habitat + biodiversity

climate change adaptation

moderated microclimates

air, soil + water quality

recreational experience

psychological wellness

amenity + property value

heritage + character

flood management

stormwater management

energy efficiency

alternative transportation

ECONOMIC 
INDICATORS

ENVIRONMENTAL 
INDICATORS

SOCIAL 
INDICATORS


