Where to Start....

Many homes built between the 1920's and 1960's used oil
as a heating fuel, with oil tanks buried close to houses. Few
homes use oil now, and homeowners may not realize that
they have an old tank on their property. Tanks have an
average life of 20 to 25 years, after which they can begin to
leak hazardous materials. It is recommended that tanks be
removed. Decommissioning is only for those tanks situated
in an area which would endanger the structural integrity of
nearby buildings or other facilities.

New Westminster Fire and Rescue Services offers the
following advice for homeowners regarding the removal or
decommissioning of underground oil storage tanks:

1. Ways to Find your Tank. (1) Look for visual
signs of a tank's presence such as cast iron piping coming
from the ground. (2) Hire an Oil Tank Contractor to search
for the presence of an oil tank using a metal detector. (3)
Contact New Westminster Fire and Rescue Services for
information from their property database. Note that the
database information may or may not be complete and does
not include site plans.

2. Hire an Oil Tank Contractor and a Registered
Professional Engineer. We cannot recommend a specific
contractor or Registered Professional Engineer to perform
the work. Oil tank contractors are listed in the Yellow Pages.
We would recommend you obtain at least three separate
quotes. Ensure the contractor you select has a business
license to operate in the City of New Westminster, has
WorkSafe BC coverage and has obtained the necessary
Permit from the Fire Department.

3. Possible Contamination. If, when the tank is
unearthed, there is soil contamination found, the Registered
Professional Engineer will coordinate with the tank
contractor and the Ministry of Environment for a clean up
plan.

4. Final Report. Your Registered Professional
Engineer and contractor will submit a final report, with
pictures, to New Westminster Fire and Rescue for storing in
the property's database.

If you require further information please visit our website at:

www.newwestcity.ca/cityhall/fire/fire_protection/inspections.htm

If you have any questions, please
do not hesitate to contact our
Fire Protection Division.

Tel: 604-519-1004
Fax: 604-520-7602

Please be advised that the Ministry of Environment is to be
notified of independent remediation activities. Please refer to
the following web page for background information regarding

these requirements including the form to be completed at
commencement and completion of independent remediation

activities:

www.env.gov.bc.ca/epd/remediation/independent/index.htm

WEBSITES

City of New Westminster Bylaws
www.newwestcity.ca

Fire Services Act
www.qp.gov.bc.ca/statreg/stat/F/96144_01.htm

BC Building Code
www.publications.gov.bc.ca
www.crownpub.bc.ca

BC Fire Code
www.publications.gov.bc.ca
www.crownpub.bc.ca

Office of the Fire Commissioner
www.pssg.gov.bc.ca/firecom/

Ministry of Environment
www.env.gov.bc.ca
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City of New Westminster

British Colwmila, Cana

New Westminster Fire and
Rescue Services

Fire Protection
Division

Residential Underground
Storage Tanks

Permit Applications are available at:

Glenbrook Fire Hall
1 East Sixth Ave (by Canada Games Pool)

or online:

www.newwestcity.ca/cityhall/fire/fire_protection.htm
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