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Special Issue #36
December 2009

New Westminster
LHistorical Society"

in The Shops

[Some of the following items are from Victoria stores while
others are from New Westminster. In 1859, the new town did
have many businesses but for this first Christmas, many goods
would have been purchased on Vancouver Island and then
taken to the mainland.]

Bottled Spirits For The Holidays
Gin, bourbon, rum
Harvey's Scotch Malt Whiskey and Islay Malt
Brandies - Martell and Maret
Schnaaps - Voldner and Wolfe's
Claret, sherry, port, California wine, Champagne
Edinboro Ale in stone jugs and bulk
Allsopp's Burton and Salt's Burton ales
Barclay's, Perkin's and Co porter in bottles
Oregon cider

Some Sample Of Foods On Hand
Flour, rice, beans, bacon, oatmeal

Butter, eggs, cheese (local, California and Oregon)

Coffee, black and green teas, sugar

Jams, jellies, currants, candied citron

Mince pies, oyster patties, meat and fruit pies
Plum puddies, cakes, Christmas dainties
Batger and Co preserved fruits and jams in bottles
Batger and Co lozenges and Scotch mixture in tins
Chocolates

Holiday Gift Ideas

Gosnell's & Co Perfumery, hair brushes, soaps
Bergin's celebrated family soap
Leathers, boots and shoes, saddles and harnesses
Glassware, crockery, blankets, and candles
Tobacco, cigars, and pipes
Fancy stationery, blank books, gift books and annuals
Drawing and sketching implements, drawing and tracing
paper, and gold pens
Books - variety of titles and topics
Poetry, cookery, history, geography, novels, juvenile
books and bibles
Playing cards, chessmen and backgammon boards
Calendars, globes, music, and fine pocket cutlery
Cloths, silks, bonnets, and gloves
Children's toys - "of all kinds, India rubber, and wax"
"By last arrival - Holiday books, presentation hooks and
albums

For the approaching Christmas and New Year"

CHRISTMAS
1859

ITS FIRST CELEBRATION
IN NEW WESTMINSTER

This newsletter will look back to December of 1859
and the first time that Christmas and the winter holi-
day season had been celebrated in the new city and
colonial capital, New Westminster. The materials
recorded here are taken from a variety of sources -
some directly from New Westminster, others from
Victoria, and still others from the period in question -
all are connected to the end of 1859 and the begin-
ning of 1860.

Santa up on the
rooftops - :
From A Visit from St
Nicholas,

poem by Clement
Moore, drawings by
Boyd, 1848

At The Docks

It was noted in the paper that on Christmas Eve the following
vessels stopped at the dock in New Westminster and that travel
was available to Victoria, Nanaimo, and Port Townsend, with con-
nections to San Francisco.
Steamer Eliza Anderson
Schooner Pistagua

Steamer Otter
Sloop David

Government Holidays
The New Westminster Times and Vancouver Island Guardian
noted the following in late November of 1859.

"It is supposed that the usual Colonial holiday - from the day
before Christmas Day to New Year's Day, inclusive, will be
kept at Public Offices of British Columbia and Vancouver

_ Isiand "

The paper further noted that it hoped that the Treasurer of the
Colony would pay the workers, especially clerks and those at the
lower rates, at an earlier time such as December 23rd, rather
than later so that these people, more dependent on their wages.
would enjoy a better holiday.



1859 Christmas
The following is from the Weekly British Colonist newspaper for January 7, 1860.

"Festivities at New Westminster"

"We have had a gay time during Christmas here. Our Lt Gov Col Moody
gave a dinner on Friday last [Note piece below about this dinner], fo which a
large party were invited. On Saturday, many private parties were given in
camp, and the men employed in cutting various trails came into the city,
these, joined with the men employed on the wharves, formed themselves into
a band, each armed with a candle, and gave a serenade at nearly every
home. A Christmas Carol in a noisy way. All the inhabitants received them
well, with scarcely any exception, and received the honor that was done
them in the best of spirit, paying all largesse required. Christmas Day being
Sunday, was of course devoted to its proper use, without festivities. On
Monday, the non commissioned officers gave a ball at the theatre, that they
have erected by private subscription amongst themselves, which went off
very well, to which most of the inhabitants received an invitation, and on
Tuesday the festivities were ended by the Olfficers giving a grand dinner at
their messroom, to which several ladies received invitations, and every thing
passed off pleasantly.”

The Colonel's Wife Commented On The Dinner
[from the letters of Mary Moody, wife of Colonel Richard Moody, January 2, 1860]
"We have really been quite gay, in the Camp this Xmas, on the Friday before
Xmas everybody dined with us, Mrs Grant, Mrs Spalding and the gentle-
men,

Mprs Grant did not wish to go, but I told her that Richard was particularly
anxious that we should try and go, we accomplished it, and a very pleasant
party we had, tho' I was obliged to come home early on account of my
tooth.” [Note that we do not have any further information on the dental problem]

N7 ;.;.;z,. vﬁ:ii:m“ ”,««},.mu ’ ‘wm
"Country Church - Christmas Morning", by
R. Seymour. The Book of Christmas, 1836

"A Christmas Carol"

Referred to by the Royal Engineers and
well known in 1859, A Christmas Carol
(written in 1843) by Charles Dickens was
part of the season. The book closes with:
"... he knew how to keep Christmas
well, if any man alive possessed the
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knowledge. May that be truly said of
us, and all of us! And so, as Tiny Tim
observed, God Bless Us, Every One."

N4 A LONG TINE AGY,

R N R e e o o A SO SR

"Christmas a long time ago", London Illus-
trated News, December 20, 1856

Arthur Bushby Memory

".. Xmas Eve we had a regular musi-
cal bout ... (handing) round a bowl of
whiskey or sherry ... drank a Merry
Xmas in a glass of good Scotch Whis-
key ... a most pleasant evening we had
and a good dinner, music and cards..."

Robert Burnaby Memory
"We have had a right merry Xmas and
New Year, for even so far away, the
memory of Home customs, and
Jjollifications is kept up all right well
... Xmas Eve ... a bachelor dinner ...
singing, hot punch and a round game
. our first and best toast was absent
friends."

The Royal Engineers

The Engineers wrote, while enroute to
"BC", of their Christmas traditions and
they included:

"Another great anniversary has come
round, with its heap of associations,
and the recollections of happy hours
spent with pleasant companions, that
possess such a charm for us all and

remind us so forcibly of dear old m

England.”

New Westminster Historical Society
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Historical Society Meetings

January Meeting
Wednesday, January 20, 2010, at 7:30 pm in the New
Westminster Public Library auditorium.

Another Year And Another Miscellaneous Slide
Show

For many vears now. the Historical Society has started off the
New Year with a presentation of images that are eclectic in
nature. These images were gathered together throughout the
previous year through research of many topics and as a result
of requests from members of the group and the community.

This year there have been many requests and the topics cov-
ered will include (subject to change of course) the old 6™ Av-
enue bridge (near present day Canada Games Pool), a student
snake parade from circa 1950, some room photos at the new
Vincent Massey or Lester Pearson schools circa 1950s, views
of the Columbian College campus and buildings, views of the
waterfront area that will be developed by the City as a park in
the next vears. some images of the area near 8" St at Colum-
bia where the City proposes to build a new "civic building".
some wonderful sketches of early City buildings, some New
Westminster Museum photos from the 1970s, and more.

New Westminster Downtown view taken from the 8" Street at Co-
lumbia Street carner (from the crosswalk). The proposed civic build-
ing will be on the left side of this block stopping at the Westminster
Building (the tall dark "highrise"). This photo by Archie Miller, Our
Forgotten Past collection.

WELCOME TO 2010

BEST WISHES FORTHE NEW YEAR

Coming Up - February Meeting
Wednesday, February 17. 2010, at 7:30 pm in the New
Westminster Public Library auditorium

Heritage Week Presentation: The Heritage Of
Sports And Recreation

The theme forthe 2010 Heritage Week, February 1510 21,
is The Heritage of Sport and Recreation. In recognition of
this topic and the importance of sport and recreation in the
history of the Royal City and, of course. mixed with the
Winter Olympics and Paralympics in BC in February and
March, the Historical Society will feature a two part pre-
sentation on many aspects of local sport and recreation.

['his month, for Heritage Week, Gavin Hainsworth will join
Archie Miller, as they look at the wide range of "sport and
recreational” venues in the City and their links to local his-
tory. Included will be such items as parks. stadiums, are-
nas, playgrounds, oldtime fields used to early sports, and so
on. Where possible, anecdotes and references will add colour
and character to the examples. A selection of photographs
will be used to show the noted venues as well as {0 show
the changes over the years.

More on the topic with many more intriguing details will
follow at the March meeting of the Historical Society,

A Quote

From New Westminster's Past
From the Emmigrant Soldiers' Gazette and Cape Horn
Chronicle, the newspaper on board ship for the Roval En-
gineers on their way to British Columbia, we note their
departure from the Falkland Islands i the South Atlantic.
This is taken from their "New Years" edition. published on
January 15, 1859,

187
mites. The transport ship Thames City, with the Coluin-
bia Detachment of Roval Engineers, anchored in Stanley
Harbour, Fast Falkland at 9:30 pim on ithe 287 uli
[note: December 28] and afier a stay of 15 davs. dr-
ing which time she was engaged iaking in water and
ballast, sailed at 7 anm on the 127 inst [note: Jamary

{2] foir British Colunbia.” 7

"Today at noon Cape Horn hore W S 1/2 South




Presentations For 2010

The list for 2010 of Historical Society presentation
topics is basically complete and will be included inthe
February newsletter. As is often the case, the year's
schedule includes a number of topics that were sug-
gested by those who attend the programs. Thank you
for this interaction. For those of you also interested in
the walking and cemetery tour schedule for 2010 by
A Sense of History, we hope to be able to include this
next month as well.

Online Sites To Visit
The following two British Columbia archaeological online
sites are worth reviewing and knowing about.

Under the Ministry of Tourism, Culture and the Arts you
will find the Archaeology Department. It is a site filled with
great information of general interest as well as very useful
links of practical interest as well.

www.tca.gov.bc.ca/archaeology

The Archaeological Society of British Columbia offers a
relatively small site but one with excellent links and refer-
ences to BC's archaeological past.

www.asbc.bc.ca

This following site is not of an archaeological nature but is
very interesting in a practical way. Have a look, it is quite
fascinating. It is A Pictoral History of BC Licence Plates
(site of Christopher John Garrish).

www.bcpl8s.ca

If you know of some websites of "histori-
cal" interest - send pertinent information
to email address on front page of this
newsletter - thank you.

A Thank You

Each year it is important to remember two people who keep
order in our "membership" files and who
see that the regular mail and email
newsletters go out as they should each
month. Eileen Turner and Dale Miller
see that everything is in order and for
this the Historical Society thanks them
for another excellent year.

Receive This Newsletter By Email?
Members may receive this newsletter by email if they
choose. Either give us a note at a meeting with your
name, address and email, or send it to
<nwhistsoc@senseofhistory.com=>

A Photo Puzzle And Answer

Last month the caption and photograph below appeared in the
newsletter at the request of a reader. She didn't want this particu-
lar photo but a rather a "photo puzzle" every so often.She remem-
bered the "then and now" photo presentations that were shown
at the Historical Society years ago and thought that a "where is
this place" image might work very nicely. Below we repeat the
caption, the image, and the answer.

A Bit Of A Puzzle For You [From December 2009]
The photograph below is taken from an advertising postcard
for the car firm noted on the sign in the photo. But where
was the auto company located in the City? Riddell Motors,
Austin Rambler, was sited at a prominent street corner but
in an area where you would not expect to find a car sales
business today. Later, a partner, Phil Wiltse, joined the busi-
ness which operated at this location until the late 1960s. To-
day, from this street corner we can see a large grocery store,
a couple of gas stations, a popular fast food restaurant,and a
City park.
Where We Are Today
Compare the two photos below - they are of the same cor-
ner. This is the newly enlarged Safeway store at the corner
of Park Crescent at 8" Avenue with 8"Avenue crossing
- from left to right in this photo and
with the entrance to the store
parking lot off of §" Avenue just
at the right edge of the image.

The Riddell Motors company was
on the corner and it was also an
Imperial Esso Gas Station. In the
old photo, although not clear in this
print, there was a Shell Gas Sta-
tion and for a time. an A&W
Drive In, in the right distance.
The new photo only shows the
vastly expanded Safeway which
has completely filled in the site that was the car firm and
service sta-

tion. The

A&W is, of

course, gone S,

but its space
remains as
part of the
Royal Square
parking lot
and the Shell
Station, a
newer ver- ——

sion, still stands on the corner of 8" and McBride.

From the puzzle notation of what was nearby: the large gro-
cery store is of course, Safeway; the gas stations are Shell
and Chevron; the fast food restaurant is McDonalds; and

the park is Terry Hughes Park. 7 '

New Westminster Historical Society
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OLD SCHOOL: COURSES FOR BUILDING CONSERVATION
Course Schedule 2010

Sustainable Heritage Landscapes
March 27" 9am -3 pm /$75
Location: Stanley Park Pavilion

Heritage 101: Understanding Heritage Conservation
April 10" 9am-5pm / $100
Location: Mission to Seafarers

Researching the History of a Building 1 = VPL
April 13" 6:30 - 8:30 pm / FREE
Location: 7" Floor, Downtown Vancouver Public Library

Researching the History of a Building Il — Archives
April 14" 6:30 - 8:30 pm / $12
Location: City of Vancouver Archives

Masonry Conservation
May 8" 9am-3 pm /[ $75
Location: Mission to Seafarers

Heritage House Tour June 6" 10am -5 pm /[ $35

Historic Colour: Exterior Paint Schemes
June 23" 5-9 pm / $50
Location: Central Presbyterian Church Mole Hill

Summer Historic Walking Tours: Marpole,
Italian & Jewish Strathcona, Sunset, Oakridge
Saturdays, July 10", 17", 24" Aug. 14", 21" / 314

Vancouver Special Tour
September 25" 12-5pm $25

Conservation of Interiors
October 30" 9 am -5 pm / $100
Location: Cecil Green Park House, UBC

Heritage & Sustainability Nexus
Nov. 4 /5" Location & Program TBA

*** add 25% for professional credits
AIBC, PIBC, BCAAIC, BCSLA, BOABC

VANCOUVER HERITAGE FOUNDATION
www.vancouverheritagefoundation.org
604.264.9642





