é Corporation of the City of
amm NEW WESTMINSTER

COMMUNITY HERITAGE COMMISSION

February 2,2011 6:00p.m.
Committee Room No. 2

MINUTES
VOTING MEMBERS PRESENT:
Councillor Jaimie McEvoy - Chair
Gavin Hainsworth - Community Member
Gordon Hobbis - Community Member
Keith Hutchinson - Community Member
Councillor Betty McIntosh
VOTING MEMBERS REGRETS:
Garnet Hardy - Community Member
Karen Hasselfelt - Community Member
Roger Nottingham - Community Member
STAFF:
Julie Schueck - Heritage Planner
Judi Turner - Assistant Corporate Officer (departed at 6:20 pm)
Terry Dunlop - Committee Clerk

The meeting was called to order at 6:15 pm

A. ADMINISTRATION OF OATHS

Oaths of Office:
The Assistant Corporate Officer administered oaths of office to the following committee

members:
Gavin Hainsworth - Community Member
Gordon Hobbis - Community Member
Keith Hutchinson - Community Member

1.0 ADDITIONS TO AGENDA

The agenda was varied to allow the applicant under item #3.1 to appear at 7:15 p.m.
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2.0 ADOPTION OF MINUTES AND PROCEDURAL MATTERS

2.1 Adoption of the Minutes of December 2, 2010
MOVED and SECONDED

THAT the minutes of the Community Heritage Commission meeting held on December 2,
2010 be received and adopted, as corrected.

CARRIED.
All members of the Commission present voted in favour of the motion.

2.2 Appointment of Acting Chair

Councillor Betty Mclntosh was appointed as Acting Chair of the Commission, to act in the
absence of Chair Jaimie McEvoy

2.3 Distribution of Agenda Packages

The members present requested e-mail notification of meetings but preferred that hard
copies be mailed, or in the case of Councillors, left in their respective mailboxes.

2.3 Meeting dates 2011

See following item #6.6

13.0 PRESENTATIONS

3.1 (7:20pm) 649 Front Street — Heritage Alteration Permit Application

This item was considered later in the meeting, following item #7.

|40  UNFINISHED BUSINESS

4.1 Demolition Layers on GIS — an update and demonstration

Julie Schueck, Heritage Planner provided an update and demonstration of GIS applications
to indicate a mapping layer illustrating demolitions that have occurred in a given year, in
order to monitor neighbourhood trends. The application provides a third heritage layer,
drawing from permits issued. This layer would not be publicly accessible. Staff proposed
reporting back to the Commission in November to illustrate how many permits have been
issued.

4.2 Heritage Week — update

Julie Schueck advised that the Heritage Week national event will be held February 21-27.
Heritage Canada sets the theme, which in 2011 is “Parks and Cultural Landscapes.” The
City of New Westminster has developed a colouring contest for children. The contest is
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coordinated by a subcommittee that includes local artist Jill Doyle, who prepared drawings
geared to various grades. On March 14, Council will present awards to contest winners at a
special ceremony that is well supported by numerous sponsors and the community. Also,
this year, the children’s art will be displayed at the Westminster Centre.

4.3 HRA Policy — update on Council’s direction from January 24, 2011

Julie Schueck, Heritage Planner, reported that Council endorsed the Heritage Revitalization
Agreement Policy on January 24, 2011. The intent of the policy is to provide clarity on the
application process to applicants, staff and the community, and to allow for site-specific
solutions and flexibility, with the ultimate goal of preserving the city’s significant historic
places. Feedback on the new policy will be provided to Council in six months; in the
meantime, the Commission Chair welcomed public in put on the pros and cons for review.

5.0 NEW BUSINESS

5.1 Neighbourhood Historic Context Statements — Uptown and Brow of the Hill

Julie Schueck, Heritage Planner advised that staff has begun consultation on two
neighbourhoods. Staff believes it is necessary to be aware of what is important about each
community and to understand heritage values of each neighbourhood from the
neighbourhood itself. The themes raised will help identify specific places that can
ultimately be placed on the Heritage Register. The Context Statement is also used in
Planning Studies and in proposal evaluations.

Questions/Comments:
e A set number of consultants will be identified for small projects
e Historic Context Statements details are available on the website —website will be
forwarded link to all Commission members

5.2 Demolition Permits Issued — review by sub-committee

Julie Schueck, Heritage Planner outlined details of the process of review by the CHC.
Council’s options for temporary protection orders were also discussed, including waiving of
certain regulations to balance the costs of retaining property. The intent has been to shift to
a more proactive approach arising from implementation of a Heritage Inventory in the
1980s. If a property is on the inventory, it is referred to both the CHC and Council.
Properties that are placed on the Heritage Register allows for a process of legal delay of
demolition.

The applications now presented (below) for consideration were on neither the Heritage
Inventory nor Heritage Register and none had legal protection:

1921 Dublin Street

731 Columbia Street

741 Columbia Street

743 Columbia Street

765 Columbia Street
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o 801 Columbia Street
No objections were noted.
Questions/Comments:

e A Commission member reminded that Council’s original intention was to review
demolition of any properties “50 years or older” rather than, say pre-1950 or 1960.
Staff agreed to further explore the definition of “triggers” for the Commission.

 Is there a policy that addresses urban archaeology issues? There is a workplan item
to work with the Museum & Archives division to develop a policy in the context of
the Archaeology Act.

e The Commission agreed to make recommendations to Council with respect
archaeological issues, as follows:

MOVED and SECONDED

THAT Council be aware of the possibility that artefacts having archaeological or historical

significance may be exposed during deconstruction of the city-owned sites at 731 Columbia

Street, 741 Columbia Street, 743 Columbia Street, 765 Columbia Street, and 801 Columbia

Street (future Multi Use Civic Facility site), and that such artefacts should be salvaged.
CARRIED.

All members of the Commission voted in favour of the motion.

MOVED and SECONDED

THAT Council authorise staff to enter into consultation with the developer of Plaza 88 at
the Blackie Street site to ensure retention or salvage of any artefacts or items of
archaeological or historical significance that are discovered at the site.

CARRIED.
All members of the Commission voted in favour of the motion.
6.0  REPORTS AND INFORMATION 3
6.1 ‘The New Heritage Conservation’, Alastair Kerr, BC Heritage Branch
6.2 New Westminster Historical Society Newsletter, No. 367 December 2010
6.3 New Westminster Historical Society Newsletter, Special Issue #40, December 2010
6.4 New Westminster Historical Society Newsletter, No. 368 January 2010
6.5 BC Heritage Branch Publication, ‘Conservation Planning Methodology:
Developing policies for the conservation of historic places’
Foregoing items 6.1 — 6.5 were received for information.
6.6 2011 Meeting Schedule (revised March meeting date)

The Commission approved the 2011 meeting schedule, as presented
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| 7.0

CORRESPONDENCE

7.1

No items were submitted.

3.0

PRESENTATIONS

W |

649 Front Street — Heritage Alteration Permit Application

The applicant, Mr. Harm Woldring, outlined details of his request for a new doorway to
permit more efficient deliveries of merchandise. The proposal involves installing a wider
doorway, using similar materials to the existing entrance. The applicant is also
collaborating with the city to improve a chain-link fenced area alongside the premises.

Comments

e All members of the Commission were supportive of the application.

e A Commissioner suggested possible removal of the chain-link fence around the
city-owned portion of property. The fence was originally installed to prevent use
of the area by vagrants; however, in view of the increased number of shelter
spaces in the city, it might now be possible to remove the fence entirely.

MOVED and SECONDED
THAT the Community Heritage Commission support the Heritage Alteration Permit

application for 649 Front Street.
CARRIED.

All members of the Commission voted in favour of the motion.

NEXT MEETING

Wednesday March 9, 2011 (in Council Chamber)

ADJOURNMENT

The meeting was concluded at 7:35 p.m.

ST = — () fmﬂz@

Chalr Committee Clerk

/d)unclllor Jaimie MCW %ﬁ ry Dun\fop
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