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Historical Society Meetings

April Meeting
Wednesday, April 20,2011, at 7:30 pm in the New
Westminster Public Library auditorium.

A Look At Sir John A Macdonald: First Prime
Minister of Canada '

Local author, Terry Julian, has written a wonderful book on the
story of Sir John A Macdonald, first Prime Minister of Canada
— a figure powerfully linked to the formation and early devel-
opment of this country.

The book, An Ordinary Miracle: John A Macdonald, chronicles
his life including a visit to the Royal City. This biography, pub-
lished in 2010, notes “much that is generally unknown in John
A Macdonald’s heroic life is revealed and shows an energetic
and visionary person in whom every Canadian should be knowl-
edgeable.”

Mr. Julian will talk about his book and 'Sir John' and in doing
so, point out many of interesting attributes of this "father of
confederation". A notation on the book's cover very nicely
sums up the publication itself when it states: "This book is a
knowledgeable, well-researched and convincing defence of our
first Prime Minister, John A Macdonald. Macdonald's failures
and weaknesses are recognized but his energy, vision and skill
were triumphant in the creation of Canada." The Historical
Society is pleased to have Terry Julian bring this story to the

group.

Cover of the book
by Terry Julian on
Sir John A
Macdonald. Pub-
lished by Trafford
Publishing. For
more information
see them online at
www.frafford.com

Coming Up - May Meeting
Wednesday, May 18, 2011, at 7:30 pm in the New
Westminster Public Library auditorium

Questions And Answers — Images And
Stories — Your Topics

This program will build on the success of the presentations
of miscellaneous images that have become very popular.
Those presentations are centred on suggestions and ques-
tions from members of the community who come to pro-
grams at the Library or who may come to see a short seg-
ment on a topic that they want to know more about. The
program in May will continue this type of theme but with a
slight change — fewer topics, more time for questions and
answers. Based on items suggested so far, this presenta-
tion will likely include the following:

» The creation of Sapperton Landing Park (it was
formally opened 10 years ago) and the site’s his-
torical importance to the area.

» Some post 1898 Great Fire photos showing the de-
struction but with a more description of what is
seen in the photos.

» Some Ancient and Honourable Hyack Anvil Bat-
tery photos with a brief explanation of what hap-
pens with the anvils.

Any other suggestions? Email the newsletter editor.

A Quote From New Westminster's Past

From the August 14, 1886, Mainland Guardian newspaper
just days before Macdonald's visit to New Westminster
some simple "briefs"

"Weather beautiful...everything for the balance of the
harvest...the Dominion steamer Sir James Douglas,
which had been occupied driving piles in the North
Arm for fixed buoys, came up on Wednesday last, and
will await the arrival of Sir John A Macdonald ...the
arches and other decorations in the city looked very
handsome, the concourse to meet Sir John was very
large, and our town looked its best...Port Moody has
been the great point of attraction for our citizens, dur-
ing the last few weeks, who were in search of the health
restoring enjoyment of sea bathing...the salmon are still
unaccounted for, and it is now generally concluded
that the season is at an end.”
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Two Sapperton Landing Park Images

This photo shows a view from the present day
Sapperton Landing Park with image from the
1890s. This is Brunette Sawmills located at
the mouth of the Brunette River. Note the sail-
ing ships at the mill's wharf loading timber for
markets local and international.

Characters in an historical reenactment at
Sapperton Landing Park in 2009 marking the
150% anniversary of the first church service in
the city. The Methodists arrived in 1859 and
this service by Rev. Edward White occured near
the Fraser River.

A Great Friend Passes Away

Edna Anderson passed away in February. Edna was well
known in this City and was a great friend of this historical
group. A very special event at this Historical Society a num-
ber of years ago was a three part Queensborough History
presented by this wonderful lady. The presentation was
video taped as an historical memory of that New
Westminster neighbourhood. Edna is missed.

A Tour Reminder
The next walking tour on the Sense of History schedule is
on Sunday, May 15, starting at 1:30 pm at the Moody Park
corner of 6" Avenue at 8" Street. The tour topic is "An
Uptown New Westminster Walk".

Receive This Newsletter By Email?
Members may receive this newsletter by email if they
choose. Either give us a note at a meeting with your
name, address and email, or send it to
<nwhistsoc@senseofhistory.com>

Sense of History Walking Tours 2011
Once again A Senseof History Research Services is offer-
ing a set of free walking and cemetery tours. The following
is a brief listing of the tours. More information will be avail-
able for each tour closer to its date or view the full list atthe
Public Library heritage website www.nwheritage.org

April 17 (Sunday) starting at 1:30pm at the corner of
Cumberland St at Columbia St.

Sapperton Landing Park - A Walking Tour For Its Tenth
Anniversary A tour featuring the story of the many his-
torical connections between the park and its surrounding area
as well as the development of this "new" park - officially
opened just 10 years ago.

May 15 (Sunday) starting at 1:30pm in Moody Park at the
corner of 6™ Ave at 8" St.

An Uptown New Westminster Walk A look at the his-
tory of uptown including such sites as the Hollywood Hospi-
tal, the CG Major house, Woodwards Department Store, and
a dairy or two.

June 5 (Sunday) starting at 1:30pm near the office of the
Fraser Cemetery at 100 Richmond St.

A Sapperton Walking Tour: A Cross Town Walk From
The Cemetery To Hume Park A tour that will note
many Sapperton features including the cemetery, McBride
School, some corner stores, Buchanan's bush', early gas sta-
tions, the distillery, and Hume Park.

July 10 (Sunday) starting at 3pm near the office of the Fraser
Cemetery at 100 Richmond St.

A Cemetery Tour: The Symbolism And Information
To Be Found On A Gravestone A look at the art, infor-
mation, symbolism, and images that can be found on a visit
to a cemetery.

August 14 (Sunday) starting at 3pm near the office of the
Fraser Cemetery at 100 Richmond St.

A Cemetery Tour: Some Sapperton People In Fraser
And St Peter's Cemeteries This tour will feature stories
of Sapperton people including a brewery owner, the owner
of 'Buchanan's bush', a sports enthusiast or two, some store
owners, a hospital connection, a Penitentiary connection, a
Royal Engineer (a Sapper) for the name, and a couple of
master mariners.

September 11 (Sunday) starting at 1:30pm near the office
of the Fraser Cemetery at 100 Richmond St.

A Cemetery Tour: Stories And People Of The New
Westminster Fire Department The local Fire Depart-
ment (now the New Westminster Fire and Rescue Services)
is 150 years old this year and this cemetery tour will 'intro-
duce' a number of people with local fire and fire depart-
ment connections in honour of this anniversary.
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| Historical Society Meetings

May Meeting
Wednesday, May 18,2011, at 7:30 pm in the New
Westminster Public Library auditorium.

Questions And Answers — Images And Stories
- Your Topics

This program will build on the success of the presentations of
miscellaneous images that have become very popular. Those
presentations are centred on suggestions and questions from
members of the community who come to programs at the Li-
brary or who may come to see a short segment on a topic that
they want to know more about. The program in May will con-
tinue this type of theme but with a slight change — fewer top-
ics, more time for questions and answers. Based on items sug-
gested so far, this presentation will likely include the following:

» The creation of Sapperton Landing Park (it was for-
mally opened 10 years ago) and the site’s historical
importance to the area.

> Some post 1898 Great Fire photos showing the de-
struction but with a more description of what is seen
in the photos.

» Some Ancient and Honourable Hyack Anvil Battery
photos with a brief explanation of what happens with
the anvils.

Any other suggestions? Email the newsletter editor.

This photo, re-
printed from last
month's newslet-
ter, shows a view
from the present
day Sapperton
Landing Park
with an image
from the 1890s.
This is Brunette
Sawmills located
at the mouth of
the Brunette River
that is visible in
the photo. Note the sailing ships at the mill's wharf loading timber
for markets local and international. Visitors to the area can easily
visualize past scenes looking upstream past this mill, downstream
to the cannery, or east up the Fraser to views with no Port Mann
Bridge. Views out over this broad expanse of river also include
scenes that have not changed such as the Golden Ears mountains
and Mount Baker.

Coming Up - June Meeting

Wednesday, June 15, 2011, at 7:30 pm in the New
Westminster Public Library auditorium

Sapperton I: Part of an Ongoing Series of
Presentations on this Neighbourhood

Sapperton, the northern part of New Westminster, wili be
the focus of a number of presentations over the next couple
-of years. This first program will centre on a series of pho-
tographs are a little bit different and that allow some de-
tailed description of what is recorded in the old photo.

Included will be views of early Hume Park with trails,
wooden huts, and ponds; a number of aerial photos that
allow the observer to pick out features long gone but still
remembered; a number of images showing North Road
near the Brunette River bridge; some photos of what was
known as the “Sappers' Barracks” along with its demoli-
tion; a selection of early pictures of the area around Braid
and Columbia, and more. There will also be a story about
the “peanut butter factory”. This ongoing project is the
work of Archie Miller in conjunction with Wayne Wou and
Carol McMeekin, all from Sapperton.

A Quote From New Westminster's Past

A particularly good book to read on the subject of the Chi-
nese in Canada is Chinatowns, Towns Within Cities in
Canada by David Chuenyan Lai (University of British Co-
lumbia Press, Vancouver, 1988). The following quote is from
one of the sections in this book dealing with New
Westminster and its Chinatowns.

"In 1867, the town had a population of about 1000, of
which one-tenth was Chinese. The budding Chinatown
was established on the western end of Front Street,
which ran east west along the Fraser River. With a resi-
dential population of sixty six Chinese males and thirty
seven Chinese females, New Westminster's Chinatown
Sfunctioned mainly as a "vesort" for Chinese miners,
who came down by river boat from Yale, Hope, and
other goldfields to spend the winter. Many of them in-
dulged in gambling, opium smoking, and prostitution
in order to alleviate the loneliness and monotony of
their idle hours."
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Where Sapperton Landing Park Will Be

This photograph,
taken from a nearby
highrise, looking
upriver, shows Royal
City Manor in the
foreground,
Fraserview develop-
ment along the left
edge, East Columbia
Street, and the area
of today's Sapperton
Landing Park along
the river's edge at the
right. The railway
lines are the light line
near the river. The
upright poles on the right are for power and telephone. The
line in the river is the wake of a small boat that was ap-
proaching the dock near where the landing is today. This
dock area, though not visible in this photo, was at this time,
a landing for a seaplane company that operated from that
location.

An 1898 Fire Reminder

This image shows the
remains of the Douglas
Elliott Block after the
City's Great Fire of
September 10/11,
1898. The photo was
taken from Front Street
at the foot of 6™ Street.
The building itself stood
at the corner of Colum-
bia at 6™ kittycorner
from the Post Office
(the site of today's Po-
lice Station). Note the
safe in the foreground
e that was obviously re-
trieved from a nearby

e building. We wonder if
it was saved after or during the fire? Perhaps an interest-
ing story has been forgotten.

Photographs - All the photos in this newsletter except the
anvil shot image are from the Our Forgotten Past/A Sense
of History collections. The anvil shot photo is from the Anvil
Battery-collection. All used with permission.

Receive This Newsletter By Email?
Members may receive this newsletter by email if they
chooysjg, Either give us a note at a meeting with your
nam’ﬁé, address and email, or send it to
<nwhistsoc@senseothistory.com>

A Rare Anvil Battery Photograph
The photo below shows the early Anvil Battery (circa 1930)
setting up for a salute, probably for a Victoria Day. Note that
they are setting up in the street and that wood has been put
down to protect the brick road finish. The street is Alexander
Street. The large building was the Premier Hotel with the
Oddfellows Hall behind at the corner of Alexander and
Carnarvon Strreet. The building on the leftis part of the black-
smith shop of Thomas Ovens of the Batte

Lo

Remember The Victoria Day Salute
Be sure to come out to the Victoria Day festivities on Mon-
day, May 23, at Queens Park. The Victoria Day salute to the
sovereign by the Ancient and Honourable
Hyack Anvil Battery will take place in the
stadium with the program starting shortly af-
ter 11:15 am, speeches from dignitaries about
11:40 am, and the 21 shot salute starting at 12
noon precisely. There will be a full day of
activities in the Park as part of the Hyack
Festival's family days. The Hyack Festival
will be on from May 21 to 29. Watch for &
Hyack Festival schedules for 2011. Anvil in the
. air during
explosion

A June Tour Reminder
Sunday, June 5, will feature a walking tour of Sapperton.
The tour is titled: "A Cross Town Walk From The Cemetery
To Hume Park". The tour will start at 1:30 pm at the Fraser
Cemetery Office at 100 Richmond Street and end in the area
of Hume Park (not determined at present). This is a new
public tour that covers a large part of Sapperton history usu-
ally not included in the other Sapperton tours, and that centre
on both ends of East Columbia St, the area from McBride
Blvd to Brunette Ave, the Brunette River, and the Cemetery

Special Issue Moved To June
This month, May, was to feature a special issue on a selec-
tion of interesting Sapperton photographs. This special issue
has been moved to June to directly coincide with the meet-
ing topic of Sapperton images and stories.

New Westminster Historical Society
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Heritage BC
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HERITAGE BC PRESIDENTS
1981 - 201 |

Christine Straiton
Mary Liz Bayer
Jack Watts
Bjorn Simonsen
Wilma Wood
Sue Thompson
Arthur Buse
Linnea Battel
George Atamanenko
Peter Blundell
Helen Edwards
Maureen Arvanatidis
Don Tonsaker
Jonathan Yardley
Pat McAllister

Larry Foster

ON THE COVER: CREW AT WORK LAST
SEPTEMBER ON THE KINSOL TRESTLE
NEAR SHAWNIGAN LAKE. ONCE SLATED
FOR DEMOLITION, THE TRESTLE HAS BEEN
AN AMAZING COMEBACK STORY. MORE
ON PAGE 9. PHOTO: LYNN SHORTT

ABOVE: FIRST HBC BOARD 198l
(FROM LEFT) NANCY OLIVER, RON
SUTHERLAND, LIZ O'KIELY, CHRISTINE
STRAITON (NOW WIEBE), RUSS IRVINE
(HERITAGE CONSERVATION BRANCH.)
MARY LIZ BAYER, EILIZABETH LOW,
MARTIN SEGGER (HERITAGE CANADA
GOVERNOR)
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With some funding, the society could support at least part-time staff. Butin 1989,
the B.C. Heritage Trust made a commitment to an annual operating grant, and
Heritage BC was able to hire a full time executive director the following year.

After the first exciting and energetic decade, things took a turn for the worse as
we entered the 1990’s. There were still a number of important accomplishments,
provincially, including the Heritage Conservation Statutes Amendment Act of 1994.
Many community programs continued to grow and mature, some the equal of any
in the country. But the last 20 years have been a more austere period, culminating
in the very disappointing downturn of the past couple of years.

However, Heritage BC and heritage conservation march on. It has been a good
beginning, but there is much more work to do. Heritage BC continues to evolve
and improve. We are very pleased to have established the Heritage Legacy Fund
in 2003. We look forward to growing the fund, and offering more and better
services to the heritage community, and British Columbia. There is much to look
forward to.

Looking Back
Reflections on a Career in Heritage Conservation

My first manager was a wonderful curmudgeon by the name of Bob Broadland. Bob
never accepted anything at face value and loved to play the devil’s advocate. To us
newly minted professionals in a hurry, he had a dreadfully antiquated view of heritage
and a folksy approach to history, so typical of his generation, which had seen

British Columbia’s heritage awareness grow through a succession of centennial
events. Bob particularly liked the old-timers and the stories they had to tell.
Authenticity in restorations and accuracy in reconstructions at such places as
Barkerville and Fort Steele weren’t such a big deal to Bob; what was more important
was that they provided a platform to tell fascinating stories about BC's past.

I, on the other hand, was a Baby-Boomer, an academically trained architectural
historian coming of age in a post-Jane Jacobsean world. We fervently believed that
the conservation of historic buildings in our cities and towns was not simply good
practice, but morally the right thing to do. And time wasn’t on our side. We saw
developers as adversaries who were destroying our communities as fast as they
could. In British Columbia the battle lines had been drawn in the 1960s and early
1970s between community advocates and Marathon Realty, the real estate arm of
the CPR, which proposed to level Gastown in order to build a series of steel and
glass high rises along the waterfront, known as Project 200, and to raze Chinatown
to build a freeway into the district.

We all know it never happened. The good guys won. And for approximately the
next two and a half decades our star was in the ascendency. Gastown and China-
town were Provincially designated to protect them from demolition; nationally the
Heritage Canada Foundation was created; local governments were given the power
of heritage designation; the British Columbia Heritage Trust (BCHT) was created
with an annual grant budget which rose to $2.5 million; Heritage Canada created
its Main Street Program and the Province of British Columbia responded with the
Downtown Revitalization Program and the BCHT’s Heritage Area Revitalization
Program.

The high point of these activities was the passage of the Heritage Conservation
Statutes Amendment Act in 1994 which amended 22 Provincial statutes to include
provisions for conservation. It gave BC the best heritage conservation legislation in

Canada — which it still has. continued on page I7...

Hlf one cares to look at the
literature and events which
were created for the 1958
British Columbia Centennial,
the first and the grandest of
BC's centennials, they weren't
a celebration of the past, but
a celebration of the future!
The past, at such places as
Barkerville, were benchmarlks

i - f "
to show how far we had come.

e 000 OPOOPODOSTDODDTDITOTOEEES

ON THE OCCASION OF HERITAGE BC'S
30TH ANNIVERSARY AND HIS OWN RECENT
RETIREMENT, ALASTAIR KERR LOOKS BACK
ON THE CHANGES IN OUR IDEAS ABOUT
HERITAGE CONSERVATION.

THIS EXCERPT IS FROM ARTICLE PUBLISHED
IN FULL AT WWW.HERITAGEBC.CA
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people in the news

Mark Brown

Mark Brown took over as Manager of Historic Places and Stewardship with the
provincial Heritage Branch on March |. He works with staff that oversees the
Provincial Heritage Properties and the BC Register of Historic Places, and
contributes his expertise to other crown heritage stewardship projects.

Mark came to the Heritage Branch after two and a half years as the Manager of
Universities with the Capital Planning Unit in the Ministry of Advanced Education.

He brings a broad background in project planning, cost planning, construction and
construction design management. As a Quantity Surveyor, Mark was a manager of
MARK BROWN the Cost and Value Analysis section of the Development Group at BC Buildings
Corporation. While there, he prepared cost plans and facilities management plans for
restoration and rehabilitation of many historic buildings. He has also worked in the
private sector as a general contractor, construction manager, and as a project manager
and technician in several architecture practices.

Born and raised in Victoria, Mark has a BA in Geography from the University of
Victoria with additional studies in Classical Studies and History in Art.

P 9 098 000

Ursula Pfahler

Ursula Pfahler joined the Heritage Branch in April as the new Community Heritage
Planner responsible for Heritage Tourism and Economic Development. Ursula has
owned a tour company, worked at the Maritime Museum of BC, and has assisted
communities, entrepreneurs, and heritage organizations with business planning and
marketing. She has taught tourism in the School of Business at Camosun College,
been a Master Trainer for WorldHost Training Services, and has facilitated workshops
on cultural and heritage tourism in communities all over British Columbia.

Before taking on her new post, Ursula also organized the past three Heritage BC
conferences and she looks forward to seeing many familiar faces in her new role.

'"TEEEEREEREENRENR NN M EEEEREEREE B

Robert Hobson

Robert Hobson has been appointed to the board of the Heritage Legacy Fund of B.C.
Society. A professional planner with a broad experience in local politics and heritage,
Robert was first elected to Kelowna Municipal Council in 1988, where he remains a
voice for conservation today. He is also the Chair of the Central Okanagan Regional
District and in 2009 was President of the Union of B.C. Municipalities.

Robert has done extensive consulting in heritage conservation in many B.C.
communities, and in the 1980's was a board member of Heritage BC and also
ROBERT HOBSON served as the executive director.
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