é Corporation of the City of
—any WESTMINSTER

COMMUNITY HERITAGE COMMISSION

March 16, 2011 6:00p.m.
Committee Room No. 2

MINUTES
VOTING MEMBERS PRESENT:
Councillor Jaimie McEvoy - Chair
Councillor Betty McIntosh - Vice Chair (left meeting at 6:37 p.m.)
Gavin Hainsworth - Community Member
Garnet Hardy - Community Member
Karen Hasselfelt - Community Member
Gordon Hobbis - Community Member
Keith Hutchinson - Community Member
Kathleen Langstroth - Heritage Preservation Society
Roger Nottingham - Community Member
STAFF:
Julie Schueck - Heritage Planner
Donna Martin - Committee Clerk

The meeting was called to order at 6:03 p.m.

1.0 ADDITIONS TO AGENDA

There were no additions to the agenda.

|20  ADOPTION OF MINUTES

2.1 Adoption of the Minutes of February 2, 2011

MOVED and SECONDED
THAT the minutes of the Community Heritage Commission meeting held on February 2,

2011 be received and adopted.
CARRIED.

All members of the Commission voted in favour of the motion.
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3.0 PRESENTATIONS
3.1 832 Royal Avenue — potential demolition, pre-application inquiry (Krishan Anand)
Julie Schueck, Heritage Planner reported 832 Royal Avenue is listed on the City’s Heritage
Register and on the Heritage Inventory but is not protected property. The house on the
property is currently the oldest residentially-occupied house in the Downtown (c. 1887) and
is zoned Multiple Dwelling Districts (Downtown) (RM-6).
Mr. Anand, developer of the property next door is performing his due diligence and has
approached the City to ask if the house at 832 Royal could be demolished. Ada Cheung, the
current property owner indicated her desire to sell as she has had a lot of difficulty with the
renters and wishes to be free of the responsibility.
Questions from the Commission: (Response in italics)
e Who owns 834 Royal Avenue? Mr. Anand stated he has an option to purchase 834
Royal Avenue.
e When was this property put on the Heritage Register? The property was placed on the
Heritage Register in 2004.
e What does the City want to happen to this property? A zoning analysis has not yet been
prepared. However, the whole block is medium-density.
Comments from the Commission:
e Important for staff or Commission members to inspect.
e Concerned that it is the oldest house still being used as a home and that it may be
demolished
e  Would like to see it preserved if possible even if relocated to another place in the City,
which would preferably be in the Downtown.
Committee members asked staff to do an assessment of the property and report back to the
Commission.
4.0 UNFINISHED BUSINESS
4.1 Definition and Quantification of Significant Heritage Merit — Report to Council
Council directed staff to define the term “significant heritage merit” and explain how and if
the heritage value of a place can be quantified. Ms. Schueck presented her findings in a
report to Council on February 7, 2011 and was directed to forward the report to the
Community Heritage Commission for comment.
PROCEDURAL NOTE:

Councillor Mclntosh excused herself from the meeting at 6:37 p.m.
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4.2

4.3

Ms. Schueck noted the values-based method promotes having an understanding of the
community’s heritage values prior to trying to understand the significance of an individual
place. Creating of neighbourhood context statements are helpful in determining a
community’s vales.

Comments from the Commission:

e Often a building’s story merits trying to save the building.

e Relocation can sometimes lessen the heritage value.

e Preference is always to leave a building in its original location.

City of New Westminster Heritage Program Update and Directions for 2011

Council directed staff to present to the Commission the February 14, 2011 report from the
Director of Development Services outlining the proposed direction for the Heritage Program
in 2011.

Ms. Schueck briefly reviewed activities proposed for 2011:

e Neighbourhood Context statements for Brow of the Hill and Uptown,;

e Heritage Conservation Areas — staff wishes to approach property owners of and around
Bent Court in Uptown;

e One Day Workshop for homeowners who have listed their properties on the Heritage
Register;

e Revision of Heritage Review Policy

e Stewardship Policy for City-owned Heritage Properties;

e Heritage Tree Protection Policy

e Urban Archaeological Artefact Retrieval Policy

e Blue Shield Program

e Heritage Week theme “Parks and Cultural Spaces”

Questions from the Commission: (Response in italics)
e Isthe December 2007 report providing information and statistics on the oldest houses in
the City available to Commission members? Staff will make it available to members.

Comments from the Commission:
e Revisit consideration of restoring New Westminster cemeteries;

By consensus a subcommittee consisting of Councillor McEvoy, Gavin Hainsworth,
Kathleen Langstroth and Roger Nottingham was formed to do an assessment on options for
restoration of all New Westminster cemeteries.

Heritage Week — update

Ms. Schueck reported Heritage Week went well. Shaw will rebroadcast events on Saturday,
March 19, 2011
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|5.0

NEW BUSINESS

*,@‘?k@wv

5.1

5.2

5.3

5.4

Heritage Legislation Information

Ms. Schueck reported the 2010 CHC reviewed documents relating to the demolition review
process and heritage alteration permits and presented those documents for review by the
2011 members.

It was noted that although the provincial legislation gives City Council some power, the
process is mostly governed by the Province. Council has requested UBCM address some of
the weaknesses in heritage legislation and that they work with the Province to make changes
to the Local Government Act. It is believed municipalities need more tools.

Questions from the Commission: (Response in italics)

e Does the pre 1950’s preservation date need to change? Staff will put this on a future
agenda for discussion.

e If you don’t determine what comes to the Commission for review by age, how do you
know what comes to the Commission? Staff suggested property on the Heritage
Register should come before the Commission.

e Shouldn’t we be looking at properties that are not on the Heritage Register through
neighbourhood context program? Staff was in agreement.

Comments from the Commission:

e Suggest staff take a report to Council requesting Council to direct the CHC to review
and reconsider the existing heritage review policies.

e Education of community a necessity;

e Proactive work can be done to bring awareness regarding heritage to the community.

e A new Demolition Subcommittee for 2011 should be a future agenda item.

Draft Sustainability Report Card — Discussion
Ms. Schueck asked for any comments on the above.

Comments from the Commission:
e Find ways to recycle old wood

Historic Context Statements for Brow of the Hill and Uptown Neighbourhoods

Consultants Denise Cook, James Burton and Jean Burman have been hired to work on the
Historic Content Statements for the Brow of the Hill and Uptown neighbourhoods. A
workshop will take place at the regular meeting of the Brow of the Hill Residents’
Association being held at the library on Thursday, March 24, 2011 at 7:15. Consultant
Denise Cook will be present.

Addition of Edna Anderson to ‘Potential Place Names 2010’ List
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MOVED and SECONDED
THAT Edna Anderson be added to the “Potential Place Names 2010 List”
CARRIED.

All members of the Commission voted in favour of the motion.
5.5  Prince of Wales Award — Heritage BC Nomination for New Westminster

Ms. Schueck announced the City of New Westminster has been nominated by Heritage BC
for the prestigious Prince of Wales Award which is awarded to a municipal government
which has demonstrated a commitment to a sustained conservation of historic places. Please
submit newspaper articles, photos, etc. to Ms. Schueck as soon as possible. All information
must be submitted by April 7, 2011, as the submission package is due no later than April 30,
2011.

6.0 REPORTS AND INFORMATION

MOVED and SECONDED

THAT the following items be received for information:

e Charlottetown — one of Canada’s Best Old-House Neighbourhoods 2011

e New Westminster Historical Society Newsletter, No. 369 February 2011

e Heritage BC’s “A Call to Review BC's Heritage Program” — Response from Province,
George Abbott and Christy Clark

e Heritage BC Quarterly, Winter 2011
CARRIED.

All members of the Commission voted in favour of the motion.

Staff was asked to include Heritage BC on the next agenda.

' 7.0 CORRESPONDENCE

|80 NEXT MEETING

Wednesday April 6, 2011 (in Committee Room No. 2)

9.0 ADJOURNMENT

ON MOTION, the meeting adjourned at 7:54 p.m.

7 = ) Mt

/"’Counclllor Jaimie McE/} Donn&a' Martin
Chair Commlttee Clerk
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