




mailto:kstevens@newwestcity.ca
mailto:jschueck@newwestcity.ca























































New Westminster

Historical Society Newsletter

1405 - 69 Jamieson Court « New Westminster, BC » V3L 5R3 « 604-526-6113 « Nwhistsoc@Senseofhistory;éom -

Number 389 October 2012

Historical Society Meetings

October Meeting
Wednesday, October 17,2012, at 7:30 pm in the New
Westminster Public Library auditorium.

The Royal Columbian Hospital: 1862 to 2012,

a 150 Year Anniversary, Part 2

The program at the April Historical Society dealt with the found-
ing and early development of the Royal Columbian Hospital
that, in 2012, is celebrating 150 years of serving the commu-
nity, and now looking at future much needed development.

This second program on RCH will look at a wide array of
details of the institution’s history including such things as its
evolution over the decades, the discussion of a move from
Sapperton in around 1912, a selection of anecdotes, and many
photos of RCH over the years.

Also included in this presentation will be a number of items
that show the hospital in the community, Some of these are
newspaper advertisements for supplies, contracts for work,
announcements for special events and fundraising perfor-
mances. Always of interest and always fun to see.

This year has been filled with many events related to the
hospital's 150 years in this community. It has been a major
part of four tours, numerous articles, a popular blog on RCH
history, many special events through the RCH Foundation, Fraser
Health, a recent fundraising event on CKNW, and so on. Watch
for more features as the special year heads into its final months.

Elks Club mosaic on Co-
lumbia St. A question has
arisen. What happened to
it when the building was
demolished to make way
for the Columbia SkyTrain
station? Destroyed?
Moved? Re-installed
somewhere? [Photo by
Our Forgotten Past]

Coming Up - November Meeting

Wednesday, November 21, 2012, at 7:30 pm in the New
Westminster Public Library auditorium

Our History Through Maps with Expert
Derek Hayes

The name Derek Hayes has become synonymous with ex-
cellent publications recounting the history of an area through
the use of maps, lots of maps, beautifully reproduced in
great detail, all linked together with very informative com-
mentary. In his long list of map themed publications are a
couple of favourites on local information - one on Vancouver
and the Fraser Valley and another on the Pacific North-
west and British Columbia.

Mr Hayes will be back at the Historical Society this month
to discuss his newest book released in October 2012 , Brit-
ish Columbia: A New Historical Atlas. A comment in the
fall 2012 Westworld magazine notes that he “uses 900-plus
maps — two thirds of them published for the first time — to
tell the story of the planners, schemers, gold seekers, and
fur traders, who built Canada’s westernmost province”.

This will be an eye-opening and very entertaining presen-
tation by an excellent geographer with a passion for maps
or as the article calls him, a “cartographanatic”.

A Quote From New Westminster's Past

In May of 1870, the local newspaper noted the inclusion of
the Royal Columbian Hospital’s annual report.

“We subjoin the annual statement of the Hospital Board
which shows a satisfactory financial result of the year's
transactions. The gentlemen forming the Board of Man-
agement deserve the highest praise for their untiring
exertions to make this valuable institution as efficient
as possible and a credit to the city. The worthy Presi-
dent of the Municipal Council, W J Armstrong, Esq, is
President of the Hospital Board;, H V Edmonds, Esq,
Hon. Secretary, and A W § Black, MD, Medical Of-
ficer.”

The patients noted in the report were from New
Westminster, Burrard Inlet, Clinton, Sumass, Yale, Cariboo,
Sandy Bar, Kootenay, Langley, Lillooet. Of the 47 patients
in total, 23 were from Burrard Inlet and 10 from New
Westminster.
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Mixing History With Murderous Fiction

Nellie Bly was a pioneering female reporter whose real
story reads more like fiction than non-fiction. A fiction book
by Carol McCleary titled The Alchemy of Murder (2010,
New York), uses the character, Nelly Bly, to link to a large
list of other characters out to solve a murder mystery in
Paris circa 1889.

She enlists the help of Jules Verne and Oscar Wilde, and
co-operates with Louis Pasteur, among others. In the course
of the adventure and investigation we learn of the Paris
World Fair of 1889, the squalid conditions of this great city,
the importance of its sewers, medical research of that pe-
riod, the anarchist movement of the day, and a wonderful
range of historical bits and pieces, all relevant to the age,
that pop up in conversations and actions as the characters
play out the case.

Fascinating use of real people and history to tell a spell-
binding, convoluted, fictional story.

A close up view of the
Lavery Block on Colum-
bia St early 1900s. City
Hall on the left, Bank of
Montreal immediately on
its right. Street corner is
Church St. Research on-
going to find photos of
this building from the
1920s to 1940s.

Presentations for the New Year: 2013

The list of possible presentations and guest speakers is com-
ing together very nicely with a number already confirmed
for next year. We have received suggestions for the Janu-
ary “miscellaneous local history presentation” as well as a
possible second miscellaneous evening later in the year but
we are always interested in more ideas.

Under consideration at the moment is the Heritage Week
topic, Sir Richard McBride, The Royal Westminster Regi-
ment, Westminster Club, Westminster (Trust) Building, au-
tomobiles in our local heritage, tourism history, the Port’s
100™ anniversary, a Christmas type theme, and some oth-
ers. Ideas? Send them along — if not for 2013 perhaps 2014,
2015, etc.

Newsletter By Email? For information on this
contact <nwhistsoc@senseofhistory.com>

Foundries In Our Local History

For those interested in the history of foundries, a book pub-
lished in 1995 covers the topic in great detail. The book, Fire
in the Blood, A History of British Columbia and Alberta Found-
ries, written by Henry Bromley, a man with a lengthy career
in this trade, certainly provides a wealth of information.
Bromley started in the trade in New Westminster and con-
tinued for 48 years.

Included in the story are New Westminster businesses such
as Heaps Engineering, Allard’s Foundry, Dobney and Adams
Foundry, Schaake Machine Works, and New Westminster
Foundry, and there are others noted in the text. Topics in-
clude “Cast Iron Buildings”, “The Foundry Process”, “Found-
ries Through the Ages”, “Suppliers to the Foundry Indus-
try”, “History Written in Iron”, “The Pattern Maker”, and
nine other major sections.

This thorough publication also includes individual business
details, people involved, addresses, years of operation, pro-
duction items, and so on. It should also be noted that there
are lots of photographs in the book.

If you have a connection to this type of business, have a
family member who worked in this trade, or are simply inter-
ested in aspects of this heavy industry, this is a good book for
you. Not easy to find, copies of the book appear to have
been placed in many reference libraries and a few were
noted in used book collections.

/A Columb treet view from the 1960s with the
Pacific Cafe, London Drugs,and the Westminster
Building.

Public Library Microfilm Reader

The Reference Department of the New Westminster Public
Library has a new microfilm reader. They have offered to
demonstrate how it works for a group of Historical Society
members. Interested? Send your name and phone number
or email to this newsletter's editor and we'll let you know
time and place when a demonstration is arranged.

New Westminster Historical Society
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NEW WESTMINSTER

Community Heritage Commission
Meeting Dates 2012

Regular meetings of the Community Heritage Commaission

are typically held at 6:00 p.m., on the 1% Wednesday of the month

(except for July and August which will be at the call of the Chair),
in Committee Room No. 2 at City Hall.

Meeting Dates
Meeting Date | Deadline Date*
January 2 December 21
February 6 January 28
March 6 February 25
April 3 March 25
May 1 April 22
June 5 May 27
September 4 August 26
October 9 September 30
November 6 October 28
December 4 November 25

*

Applications must be received by the

Development Services Department,
Planning Division, by 4:30pm on the

deadline date, in order to be included on

the Community Heritage Commaission

agenda.

Doc#332733

City of New Westminster

Development Service Department — Planning Division

511 Royal Avenue
New Westminster BC V3L 1H9
Phone: 604 527-4532 Fax: 604 527-4511
www.newwestcity.ca
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