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COMMUNITY HERITAGE COMMISSION 
 

March 14, 2012   6:00p.m. 

Committee Room No. 2 
 

AGENDA 
 Page 

1.0 ADDITIONS TO AGENDA 

 

 

2.0 ADOPTION OF MINUTES 

 

2.1 Adoption of the Minutes of February 1, 2012  3 

 

3.0 PRESENTATIONS 

 

 

4.0 UNFINISHED BUSINESS  

 

4.1 Heritage Week Colouring Contest – Verbal Update 9 

 (Tabled at February 1, 2012 meeting) 

 

4.2 Heritage Register Homes Workshop 2012 – Verbal Update   

 (Tabled at February 1, 2012 meeting) 

 

5.2 Identifying demolished properties on the Heritage Register – Verbal Update 

 (Tabled at February 1, 2012 meeting) 

 

5.0 NEW BUSINESS 

 

5.1 BC Association of Heritage Professionals 10 

 

6.0 REPORTS AND INFORMATION 

 

6.1 City Heritage Program – Update (Standing Item) 

 

7.0 CORRESPONDENCE 
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8.0 NEXT MEETING 

 

8.1 April 4, 2012 (in Committee Room No. 2) 6:00pm 

 

9.0 ADJOURNMENT 

 

Please RSVP to Kathleen Stevens at kstevens@newwestcity.ca or Julie Schueck at 

jschueck@newwestcity.ca on or before Monday, March 12, 2012. 
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COMMUNITY HERITAGE COMMISSION 
 

February 1, 2012   6:00p.m. 

Committee Room No. 2 
 

MINUTES 
 

VOTING MEMBERS PRESENT:  
Councillor Jaimie McEvoy  - Chair 

Councillor Betty McIntosh  - Vice Chair 

Harry Buchholz   - Community Member 

Gavin Hainsworth   - Community Member 

Gordon Hobbis   - Community Member 

Rob McCullough   - Community Member  

Christine Vickers   - Community Member    

 

VOTING MEMBERS REGRETS: 

Keith Hutchinson   - Community Member 

Catherine Hutson   - Heritage Preservation Society 

 

STAFF: 

Julie Schueck    - Heritage Planner 

Donna Martin    - Committee Clerk 

  

1.0 ADDITIONS TO AGENDA 

 

There were no additions to the agenda. 

 

2.0 ADOPTION OF MINUTES 

 

2.1 Adoption of the Minutes of January 4, 2012   

 

MOVED and SECONDED 

THAT the minutes of the Community Heritage Committee meeting held on January 4, 2011 

be received and adopted. 

CARRIED. 

All members of the Committee present voted in favour of the motion. 
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3.0 PRESENTATIONS 

 

3.1 Committee Orientation – the role of the Community Heritage Commission 

 

Ms. Martin reviewed the role of the Community Heritage Commission and distributed On-

Table items as follows: 

 Terms of Reference 

 Rules of Conduct 

 Social Media Policy 

 Permission Forms 

 

Ms. Martin emphasized the importance of responding to meeting invitations. 

 

New members to the Commission will take the Oath of Office at the Civic Dinner on  

March 7, 2012. 

  

3.2 The Local Government Act and the CHC, Current City Heritage Projects and 

Accomplishments – Presentation 

 

Councillor McEvoy and Julie Schueck, Heritage Planner reviewed the legal parameters of 

Part 27 of the Local Government Act noting heritage tools generally fall into two groups: 

Planning – enables research, planning and integration of heritage tools within community 

planning; and 

Conservation – enables support to property owners and options for legal protection. 

  

 Formal heritage protection can be achieved through: 

 Heritage Designation 

 Heritage Revitalization Agreement 

 Listed within  a Heritage Conservation Area 

 Covenant 

 

The City has a Heritage Register which is a formal listing of properties with heritage 

significance and a Heritage Inventory which is an informal list of properties with heritage 

significance created in the 1980s. 

 

With respect to demolition, there are five different mechanisms for temporary protection of 

the property with the intent of allowing the City an opportunity to carefully consider future 

long-term protection options with the owner and to negotiate a resolution.  

 

Denying a demolition permit for a property not formally protected can result in the City 

being taken to court with economic consequences.  The owner could also claim damages 

resulting from any delay in issuance of the demolition permit. 
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Councillor McEvoy reported on the ongoing challenges and recent successes such as the 

Downtown Plan Heritage Strategies, Chinese reconciliation process, Honour House, 

adoption of an HRA Policy, and the Historic Artefact Recovery Policy. 

 

Ms. Schueck reviewed the Downtown Plan Heritage Strategies, the Historic Artefact 

Recovery Policy and web links of interest. 

 

The Homeowner Protection Act (HPA) was created by the Province for new residential 

construction.  New homes or homes that are substantially reconstructed, require HPO 

registration to ensure the construction meets the current building codes.  However, the HPA 

resulted in an unexpected conflict with heritage legislation.  Envelope engineers will not 

sign off on a building unless every surface of the base building is examined (i.e. all original 

siding and original windows have to be removed). The professional heritage community 

continue to work with the Homeowner Protection Office on ways to mitigate conflicts 

between heritage conservation and the HPA. 

 

Julie Schueck defined Notation of Interest as a note on a provincial reference map places on 

Crown land that local government has formally identified as having heritage value.  Staff 

has been directed by Council to identify which provincial crown lands have heritage value, 

to write a Statement of Significance for each and to place a Notation of Interest on them.   

 

4.0 UNFINISHED BUSINESS  

 

4.1 240 Jardine Street – Preliminary review of proposed redevelopment project and 

review of revised Statement of Significance  

 

Julie Schueck reported this is a preliminary information report on the proposed Heritage 

Revitalization Agreement for 240 Jardine Street, formerly the Dowling Residence, and the 

renovation of the Queens Hotel. 

 

Thomas Palmer, Cotter Architects reviewed the site context, and gave a brief history of the  

development context noting there is a significant amount of rotting to the foundation and the 

chimney is in disrepair.   

 

The house will be retained respecting the original form and character but will be moved to a 

new foundation and will be rehabilitated into two residential units.  It is proposed to build 

the adjacent new townhouses with the same heritage character incorporating historical 

materials and details. The architect also referenced the Heritage Walk being proposed for 

the Ewen side of the project, in which there will be historic artefacts found on site. 

 

Charan Sethi, Tien Sher Group of Companies, asked the Commission to consider the 

seriousness of retaining and rehabilitating the house noting there are a lot of problems with 

the structure.  Because he feels that the current building is in such disrepair, Mr. Sethi  

suggested replication of the Dowling Residence would be more practical than restoration. 

  

Comments from the Commission: 

 Like idea of Heritage Walk 
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 Would like to see the multicultural aspect of the site played up 

 Subdividing back part not a problem 

 Consider using original orientation of residence 

 Concerned the authentic layers of siding and original chimney will be lost 

 Like idea of original rail on display in the Heritage Walk  

 Heritage Walk marine aspect good 

 Consider bricks from chimney being used elsewhere on site 

 Capitalize on the potential of reusing materials on this site 

 Concerned about what is underneath the ground on this property 

 Consider bringing any duplicate artefacts to the City’s attention for museum collection 

 

The Chair called a recess at 7:55 p.m. The meeting reconvened at 8:00 p.m. 

 

4.2 702 Salter Street – Revised Statement of Significance   

 

Mr. Thomas Palmer reviewed the condition of the existing heritage house at 702 Salter 

Street, the character of the reconstructed heritage home and the proposed 65 townhouse 

development. The HRA would consider relaxing the Flood Construction Level requirements 

and allow living accommodation at ground level. It was proposed that the house would be 

divided into two strata units, one on the ground level and one on the second level.  He 

offered two options for location of the heritage house on the site:  

 Corner of development; or 

 Centre of the development with directional signage. 

 

Questions from the Commission: (Response in italics) 

 Are all the poplar trees being removed?  Yes 

 

Comments from the Commission: 

 Locating house in centre loses house, prefer corner location for house 

 Consider integrating trees into development  

 Glad the house is being saved 

 Concerned at having a living unit at the ground level. 

 

4.3 Woodlands Centre Block Tower Task Force – Update (Gavin Hainsworth) 

 

Gavin Hainsworth reported the Task Force will meet next week to consider the final draft 

text for the interpretive panels.  If Commission members want the long version of the 

interpretive panel text they are available. 

 

4.4 Woodlands Draft Panels Text – please review for comments  

 

Julie Schueck reported the purpose of this update is to provide the draft text for the four 

interpretive panels, accept comments and to seek a recommendation of general support. 

 

Comments from the Commission: 

 Text seems quite long 
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 Good body of information, suggest full text in museum and archives 

 Suggest specific names to be removed from the Decision Making Process panel 

 Impressed with degree of balance in historical text 

 Disagree with specific Councillors being quoted 

 Disagree with using Renee Chadwick’s comments – weak comment 

 Concern with comment from Carol Dauphinais seems contrary to intention as an 

historical site 

 

Further comments should be emailed to Gavin Hainsworth prior to the meeting next week. 

 

The Chair moved to item 5.0 New Business 

 

5.0 NEW BUSINESS 

 

5.1 811 Columbia Street - Heritage Alteration Permit for Shoppers Drug Mart Signage  

 

Julie Schueck reported on the request for a  Heritage Alteration Permit submitted by 

Shoppers Drug Mart for the placement of two blade signs on the façade of the building at 

811 Columbia Street (formerly Mc & Mc building).   

 

Questions from the Commission: (Response in italics) 

 Is style appropriate for this building type?  Blade signs are not an appropriate style for a 

heritage building. 

 Could ask for different lighting?  Lighting was not a part of the application, however, 

the Commission may comment if they so choose. 

 

Comments from the Commission: 

 Signs not a good heritage match 

 Main sign does not look like a heritage sign 

 

MOVED and SECONDED 

THAT the Shoppers Drug Mart use signage and lighting appropriate to the historical 

building at 811 Columbia Street. 

CARRIED. 

 All members of the Commission present voted in favour of the motion. 

 

Due to the lateness of the hour, the following motion was made: 

 

 MOVED and SECONDED 

THAT the remaining items be tabled to a future date. 

CARRIED. 

All members of the Commission present voted in favour of the motion. 

 

The following items were tabled. 
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4.0 UNFINISHED BUSINESS  

 

4.4 Heritage Week Colouring Contest – Verbal Update   

 

4.5 Heritage Register Homes Workshop 2012 – Verbal Update   

 

5.0 NEW BUSINESS 

 

5.2 Identifying demolished properties on the Heritage Register – Verbal Update 

 

6.0 REPORTS AND INFORMATION 

 

6.1 Woodlands Centre Block Tower Task Force – Brick Memo  

 

6.2 City Heritage Program – Update (Standing Item)  

 

7.0 CORRESPONDENCE 

 

 

8.0 NEXT MEETING 

 

8.1 March 7, 2012 (in Committee Room No. 2) 6:00pm 

 

9.0 ADJOURNMENT 

 

ON MOTION, the meeting adjourned at 9:02 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

 Councillor Jaimie McEvoy  Donna Martin 

 Chair  Committee Clerk 
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Vancouver February 12, 2012        
 
Community Heritage Commission 
City of New Westminster 
postmaster@newwestcity.ca 
 
Re: BC Association of Heritage Professionals 
 
I am writing on behalf of the BC Association of Heritage Professionals (BCAHP) to 
introduce our organization and recommend the services of our members to the New 
Westminster Community Heritage Commission. The BCAHP is the BC Chapter of the 
Canadian Association of Heritage Professionals (CAHP), the only organization accrediting 
heritage professionals in Canada. 
 
Our members are committed to BC’s heritage; we have the expertise and the credentials to 
contribute to all Heritage projects, thus providing our clients and the public, qualified 
services from the planning stages through construction.   
 
Heritage professionals have a protocol and a code of professional conduct which promote 
professional excellence. We offer an in-depth understanding of the “Standards and 
Guidelines for the Conservation of Historic Sites in Canada” as well as a profound 
commitment to history as a means to enrich our built environment. In addition, we have the 
practical proficiency to design and implement sensitive heritage undertakings. The BCAHP 
include planners, historians, archaeologists and building specialists, amongst others, who 
have extensive experience in the field of rehabilitation, restoration and adaptive reuse.  Our 
members are ready to assist you in your evaluation of heritage projects, to research and to 
prepare documentation, as well as follow a project through implementation.  
 
For information about CAHP, please consult:  http://www.caphc.ca/  Information about 
BCAHP and a list of qualified heritage professionals in BC are available on our own Web 
site:  http://www.bcahp.ca   
 
Also, please find attached with this e-mail, our latest news letter, which, I hope, you will find 
of interest. 
 
Yours truly 

 
André Lessard MAIBC, CAHP, LEED-AP 
 
BCAHP President 
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Newsletter of the British Columbia Association of Heritage Professionals / BCAHP 
Issue No. 3, October 2011 

 
 

 
 
IN THIS ISSUE: 
 
President’s Message    1 
2011 BCAHP Board of Members  2 
Membership     2 
CAHP Annual General Meeting  3  
Member’s News    3 
New Initiatives!    4 

1. New BCAHP Website!    4 
2. BC Building Code Exemptions  4 
3. Heritage HPO Exclusions  4 
4. Professional Designation  4 

Residential Heritage Conversions  5 
Kinsol Trestle     8 

 
 
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
 
Welcome to BCAHP's third Newsletter. 2011 is a promising year for 
BC's Heritage Professionals, with four upcoming Heritage 
conferences; the city of Victoria will be hosting these conferences at 
the same time in October; CAPH, HCF, APTI and INTO. This is a great 
opportunity for Heritage Professionals to have access to a diversity 
of resources pertaining to Heritage Conservation, including 
administration, planning, and technology. Victoria will be a Heritage 
hub this October, displaying some of the best conservation theory 
and practice in Canada. This is also an opportunity to participate in 
person at the CAHP AGM, and have a say in the direction of your 
national organization. I hope a great number of BC Heritage 
Professionals will join us in Victoria on October 12th. 
 
The BCAHP Board members have been busy this year; we have 
transmitted our message to four ministers responsible for BC's 
Heritage including the current Federal Minister of the Environment; 
we are letting politicians know who we are, what we can do and 
why the government should invest in our cultural assets. We have 
also expressed our support for Heritage BC’s "Call for Renewal" and 
continue to express our concern with the current state of BC's 
Heritage programs.  
 
In addition, the BCAHP, along with Heritage BC, is an active 
participant in the debate and clarification over the Homeowner 
Protection Act. We want to communicate the implementation and 
exemptions of the HPA to the largest number of officials and 
professionals to alleviate any misunderstandings about the Act; it is 
important for us, since historic cladding and windows have been lost 
to misinterpretation of this legislation. The HPA has been amended 
to promote the preservation of heritage buildings and we must 
transmit the message to protect our heritage. 
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The BCAHP now has its own Web Site, thanks to Carla Stewart, one 
of our board members. The site address is: WWW.BCAHP.CA and 
there will be also a link in the BC chapter page of the CAHP site. Our 
own site is important to distinguish the BC chapter' interest from 
those of the rest of the country, but we need your input. Events, 
awards, stories and more importantly, job opportunities can be 
posted on our Web Site instantly; this is the only way we can be 
visible and active, but everybody has to chip in, especially those 
members in official positions, able to report on opportunities, 
successes and failures of specific endeavors.  
 
Finally, we nearly doubled our membership this year, which is good 
but not enough. We need to represent all BC Heritage Professionals. 
Our goal is that our involvement be compulsory when it comes 
conservation projects; we want our members to be recognized as 
the only qualified professionals to implement conservation projects. 
This is the case in some parts of the country and the same should be 
true in BC. Members of BCAHP are the professionals with the 
necessary credentials to deliver successfully heritage ventures. Talk 
to your colleagues and convince them that accreditation by the 
CAHP is the only way to ensure that qualified Heritage Professionals 
will be involved with all BC heritage projects.  
 
I wish you a productive year and, for those joining us in Victoria, a 
wonderful time.  

 
 André Lessard, MAIBC, CAHP, LEED-AP, President 

 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

 
2011 BCAHP BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
André Lessard, President 
Julie Schueck, Past President 
Andrew Young, Treasurer 
Carla Stewart, Member-at-Large 
Steve Barber, Member-at-Large 
Donald Luxton, Member-at-Large 
Jonathan Yardley, Member-at-Large and CAHP Representative 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
 

MEMBERSHIP 
 
For those of you who have asked: 

• BCAHP is the British Columbia chapter of the Canadian 
Association of Heritage Professionals (CAHP). 

• A member of CAHP who lives / works in British Columbia is 
automatically a member of BCAHP. 

• A full member is encouraged to use the initials ‘CAHP’ and/or 
‘BCAHP’ after her/his name. 

• Taking our lead from our colleagues in Ontario, it seems that 
CAHP is pronounced ‘Cap’ – so let’s shorten BCAHP to ‘B-
Cap’! 

• Membership application forms are available on the CAHP 
web site: http://w w w.caphc.ca/join.htm  

 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
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CAHP ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
 
The CAHP Annual General Meeting will be held at the 14th INTO 
Conference Victoria, BC, on Wednesday, Oct. 12, 2011. 
 
CAHP | ACECP AGM 
1:15 - 3:15 pm (Sidney Room, Victoria Conference Centre) 
 
Break 
3:15 - 3:30 pm (Sidney Room, Victoria Conference Centre) 
 
Keynote Presentation, Steve Barber 
3:30 - 5:00 pm (Sidney Room, Victoria Conference Centre) 
 
Historic Odd Fellows Hall Tour 
7:30 - 8:00 pm (Odd Fellows Hall, 1315 Douglas St.) 
 
CAHP Awards Ceremony & Dessert Reception 
8:00 - 10:00 pm (Odd Fellows Hall, 1315 Douglas St.) 
 
Thursday, Oct. 13, 2011 
CAHP Information Session 
12:30 - 1:15 pm (Sidney Room, Victoria Conference Centre) 
 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
 
MEMBER’S NEWS 
 
The following awards were presented to BCAHP members at the 
Heritage BC Conference in Burnaby on September 30, 2011:  

 
Heritage BC Outstanding Achievement Awards 2011: 

• Gastown Rehabilitation; The Salient Group; Acton Ostry 
Architects Inc.; and Donald Luxton & Associates, CAHP. 

•  
Heritage BC Awards of Honour 2011: 

• Rehabilitation of the Cordova Street Stables; Gair Williamson 
Architects and Donald Luxton & Associates, CAHP. 

 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
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NEW INITIATIVES! 
 
1. New BCAHP Website! 
The BC Association of Heritage Professionals launched its official 
website in June of this year: w w w.bcahp.ca. The website is intended 
to be a source for all BCAHP members of current and relevant 
information related to heritage issues in British Columbia and across 
Canada. Easy access to the national CAHP site is also available for 
members to conduct job posting searches and to have access to 
detailed information about other members. Event information and links 
are provided on the site as well as correspondence sent by BCAHP to 
various provincial Ministers and federal Members of Parliament. A list of 
AGM and Board Meeting minutes are available as well as links to 
legislative changes and bulletins that relate to and affect the work of 
heritage professionals within British Columbia. Content is updated on a 
regular basis and links are provided for other heritage-related 
associations and societies within BC and across Canada. Feedback 
and suggestions for additional comments can be sent via the email 
and/or address information provided on the website. 
  
2. BC Building Code Exemptions for Heritage Buildings 
The BCAHP is committed to staying on top of legislated changes that 
affect the work of heritage professionals within British Columbia. New 
bulletins are available on the website w w w.bcahp.ca detailing 
exemptions that can apply to heritage buildings for the provision of 
'rainscreening' under the BC Building Code. The BCAHP will be working 
on a layman's 'interpretation' of the newest bulletin to ensure the 
exemption is fully understood so as to help reduce the unnecessary 
alterations to significant features of heritage structures such as original 
wood cladding and original windows.  
  
3. Heritage HPO Exclusions 
The Home Protection Office requires construction, alterations and 
upgrades to buildings in order to fulfill the intent of the Homeowner 
Protection Act. This mandatory insurance is required to ensure 
consumer protection for homeowners and assistance for owners of 
leaky homes in British Columbia. Many heritage structures have been 
unnecessarily altered to meet HPO standards therefore, understanding 
the function of the HPO and the available exclusions will help keep 
heritage structures intact. The BCAHP website (w w w.bcahp.ca) 
provides a bulletin update regarding the HPO exclusion. Richard 
Linzey’s article on page 5 of this newsletter provides a detailed 
explanation of these issues.  
  
4. Professional Designation  
BCAHP has been working hard to establish benefits for membership as 
a means to ensuring heritage professionals engaged in the heritage 
conservation field are working within set standards and prescribed 
expectations of knowledge, care and understanding about heritage 
resources. As a way to ensure quality control for the myriad of 
professionals engaged in this field, BCAHP is working towards obtaining 
the designation of "Registered Heritage Professional" for all BCAHP 
members. The process is lengthy, and is a prescribed process 
established by the Ministry of Finance. More information about this 
process will be made available on the BCAHP website 
(w w w.bcahp.ca) as the process evolves.  
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RESIDENTIAL HERITAGE CONVERSIONS – MAKING SENSE OF THE RECENT 
AMENDMENTS TO THE HOMEOWNER PROTECTION ACT  
 
By Richard Linzey, BC Heritage Branch MFLNRO 

 

 
 
Background 
Government has amended the Homeowner Protection Act to 
recognize that BC’s heritage homes have withstood the elements 
rather well over the past century. Unlike certain new home 
construction of the late 1980s and early 90s that prompted the 
homeowner protection legislation, heritage homes have largely 
performed excellently, in many cases for over a century.  
 
Recent changes to the Act mean that less regulatory oversight is now 
required during the upgrading and conversion of heritage homes 
because, as heritage conservation projects, retention of their proven 
existing fabric, especially in the building envelope, is often critical in 
maintaining their community heritage value. 
 
For those who are new to this issue, the Act requires that builders of 
new homes be suitably trained, and that they secure warranty 
insurance for the homes that they build. This ensures that new homes 
are designed to meet the codes that currently regulate construction in 
BC. This approach works well for new construction, but because of an 
unfortunate perceived risk associated with old building fabric (because 
its performance is hard to measure other than empirically), especially in 
single-family to multi-family house conversions, insurers have required 
large-scale replacement of building components such as shingle siding 
and sash windows to secure a warranty. This has been an issue for 
municipal planning departments for almost a decade as they have 
tried to reconcile heritage protection with these legal imperatives and 
best new construction practices.  
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The Act is administered by the Homeowner Protection Office (HPO) a 
branch of BC Housing. Their amendments make two improvements 
that facilitate the conservation of heritage building envelopes: a policy 
change clarifying the threshold at which the Act comes into effect on 
residential rehabilitations (substantial reconstruction) and a regulatory 
amendment that permits an exclusion from warranty insurance for 
certain heritage assemblies in commercial to residential conversions.  
 
When is a Project Considered Substantial Reconstruction?  
In amending its policy on substantial reconstruction, the HPO has made 
it clear that the Act is not intended to regulate residential heritage 
conversions (for example, single-family to multi-family dwelling 
conversions) unless they have a new construction component that 
exceeds 75% of the existing building fabric. The HPO has produced a 
regulatory bulletin that explains substantial reconstruction (see link 
below), and the BC Heritage Branch is in the process of preparing a 
guidance note on the subject that will focus on how the substantial 
reconstruction rules benefit heritage buildings in particular. 
 
How Have the Rules Changed for Heritage Building Conversions? 
The amendments for heritage building conversions may be used when 
a building is being converted from a non-residential to residential use 
such as a warehouse to multi-unit loft conversion. This new provision 
allows components of a designated heritage building (see definition 
below) that have heritage value and do not conform to the BC 
Building Code, to be excluded from new home warranty insurance. 
(Note: The substantial reconstruction rules do not apply in conversions 
from a non-residential to residential use). 
 
How Does the Homeowner Protection Act Define a Designated Heritage 
Building? 
The Homeowner Protection Act Regulation s.1.1 defines a "designated 
heritage building" as a building that is:  
 

(a) a Provincial heritage site within the meaning of the Heritage 
Conservation Act or included in the Provincial heritage register 
under that Act, or  
 
(b) protected through heritage designation or included in a 
heritage register under the Local Government Act, the Vancouver 
Charter or the Islands Trust Act.  
 

This legal definition captures most formally-recognized historic places, 
but there are some exceptions. For instance, federally-owned National 
Historic Sites; properties within heritage conservation areas that are not 
on a register; and properties that may be formally recognized, but 
through an administrative error have not been included on a heritage 
register. Given the intent of the amendments to the Act, the HPO 
acknowledges that these situations should be considered on a case-
by-case basis and invites enquiries.  

 
Does Local Government Have a Role in Putting These Changes into Effect? 
In practice, the local government is the ‘gatekeeper’ of the level to 
which the Homeowner Protection Act applies to a home-building 
project. It is often at the planning and inspections counter that there is 
a regulatory requirement to provide evidence of pre-approval for a 
new home warranty before plans can move forward. 
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Given this key role, local governments may wish to consider procedural 
changes to ensure that building permits for formally-recognized historic 
places are monitored, and that the staff person responsible for heritage 
is notified of those permit applications – thus giving them chance to 
promote the new provisions. 
 
Ultimately it is the local government that administers the heritage 
value of the historic places within its boundaries, and it may well be 
local government staff that needs to press for the new heritage 
exclusion provisions, described above, to be used to protect the public 
value of heritage property. 
 
What Is the Role of the Heritage Professional? 
Heritage professionals in BC come from diverse backgrounds. Whether 
they are building envelope specialists, materials technologists, 
architects, or engineers, there does seem to be a general appreciation 
that heritage buildings are resilient structures, not just to change, but to 
BC’s weather. BC’s heritage professionals need to become conversant 
with the nuanced approach that the HPO has taken to amending the 
Regulations around heritage buildings and new homes. It is hoped that 
the forthcoming Heritage Branch guidance note on this subject will 
provide an enhanced understanding of that role. 
 
If you have questions about the heritage exclusions in the Act, or the 
substantial reconstruction rules please contact: 

• Doug Cox, Senior Compliance Manager at HPO on 604 908 
4224 

• Wendy Acheson, Vice-President and Registrar at HPO on 604-
646-7066 

• Richard Linzey, Manager of Heritage Programs and Services at 
the BC Heritage Branch on 250 356 1434 

 
Useful Links 
 
Homeowner Protection Office Branch of BC Housing 
w w w.hpo.bc.ca 
 
BC Heritage Branch 
http://w w w.for.gov.bc.ca/heritage/index.htm 
 
Substantial Reconstruction Regulatory Bulletin 
http://w w w.hpo.bc.ca/files/download/Report/Substantial_Reconstructi
on_Homes.pdf 
 
Homeowner Protection Act Regulation 
http://w w w.bclaws.ca/EPLibraries/bclaws_new/document/ID/freeside/
13_29_99 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
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KINSOL TRESTLE 
 
By Jonathan Yardley, Dip.Arch.(Birm), MAIBC, MRAIC, RIBA, CAHP, BCAHP 
 
For the past four years Hal Kalman of Commonwealth Historic Resource 
Management and Jonathan Yardley, of Jonathan Yardley Architect Inc. 
have been working behind the scenes to bring forward the completion 
of the rehabilitation of the Kinsol Trestle on Vancouver Island to form 
part of the Trans Canada Trail. This long haul will come to a successful 
conclusion when, on July 28th, the new walkway and the rehabilitated 
trestle was officially opened by Premier Christy Clark. 
 
The first trestle was built in 1920 with a high level Howe Truss over the 
centre span of the Kohsilah River. It was named by CNR as the 
“Kohsilah River Trestle”. However, its name is “Kinsol Trestle”, which 
refers to the nearby Kinsol (KINg SOLomon copper mine). Floods in 1931 
extensively damaged the trestle, which resulted in major repairs and 
rebuilding. This rebuilding of 1934 has a low level Howe Truss and is 
substantially what we see today. From 1934 unto 1979, when on May 
30th the last train traversed the trestle, the railway was operated and 
well maintained by Canadian National Railway. 
 
After it was abandoned in 1980, no further maintenance work was 
carried out. This, coupled with a fire in 1988, which destroyed portions 
of the deck and structure, led to its general deterioration. Since 1999 
the Cowichan Valley Regional District (CVRD) has commenced a 
number of studies; the final one of which was that of 2007 by 
Commonwealth Historic Resource Management Ltd.—principal Hal 
Kalman with Christin Doeinghaus and Jonathan Yardley as conservation 
architect. This last study resulted in the formation of the Kinsol Trestle 
Project Management Team (PMT) consisting of CVRD, Hal Kalman 
(later Jonathan Yardley), Joost Meyboom, D.Eng.,P.Eng. of M M M 
Group and Euan Mclaen of Quoin Cost Consultants. In 2009, Stantec 
Consulting were appointed as engineering consultants. 
 
The design process involved the PMT and Stantec to investigate 
options for the trestle’s rehabilitation and the construction of a 
pedestrian, cycling and equestrian walkway on top of the trestle. In 
2010, Macdonald & Lawrence Timber of Cobble Hill, principal Gordon 
Macdonald, (M&L) were awarded a contract to carry out the repairs 
and construction of a number of new timber bents to the engineering 
requirements. M & L have extensive experience in both heavy timber 
construction and heritage conservation. Two of their recent projects 
were the rehabilitation of the hammer beam roof at Windsor Castle, 
England that was destroyed by fire in 1992. The other is ongoing 
conservation work to the Shackleton’s Cabin in Antarctica. 
 
Knappett Construction of Victoria was awarded the contract for the 
upper steel truss system and the construction of the new walkway. Of 
interest is the form of the walkway, which does not follow the more 
traditional large dimensional lumber construction, but is of inclined posts 
of atmospheric (rusting) steel set at the same angle as the timber 
bents. The handrails are a combination of fir, re-sawn from material 
removed from the trestle, stainless steel wires topped with a 2½” 
diameter stainless steel handrail, which follows the curve of the trestle 
and a visual link to the two railway lines. This design was conceived by 
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Jonathan Yardley and Henry Kithell of Stantec. It is an example of a 
modern intervention to an historic place. 
 
This project, with a budget of $6.5M, is currently the largest heritage 
conservation project in BC. After 18 months on intense construction, 
and 10 years of study, this amazing structure has come to life again and 
serves as a vital link of the Trans Canada Trial.  
 

 
 

 

19



 

Newsletter of the British Columbia Association of Heritage Professionals / BCAHP Issue No. 3, October 2011 – Page 10 
 

 
 

 
Photos supplied by Jonathan Yardley.  
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