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May 2, 2012   6:00p.m. 

Committee Room No. 2 
 

AGENDA 
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1.0 ADDITIONS TO AGENDA 

 

 

2.0 ADOPTION OF MINUTES 

 

2.1 Adoption of the Notes of March 14, 2012  3 

 

3.0 PRESENTATIONS 

 

3.1 New Westminster: Update on Planning for the New Museum – Verbal Update  
 

4.0 UNFINISHED BUSINESS  

 

4.1 Heritage Week Colouring Contest – Verbal Update   

  

4.2 Heritage Register Homes Workshop 2012 – Verbal Update   

  

5.0 NEW BUSINESS 

 

5.1 Eva Markvoort Legacy Project (Cllr. Jaimie McEvoy) 6 

 

5.2 221 Ninth Street – Heritage Alteration Permit for a new paint scheme 9 

 

5.3 Support for Heritage BC 10 

 

6.0 REPORTS AND INFORMATION 

 

6.1 City Heritage Program – Update (Standing Item) 

 

7.0 CORRESPONDENCE 

 

7.1  New Westminster Historical Society Newsletter, No. 383, April 2012 24 
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7.2 New Westminster Historical Society Newsletter, No. 382, March 2012 26 

 

7.3 Vancouver Heritage Foundation, Old News, February 2012 28 

 

8.0 NEXT MEETING 

 

8.1 June 6, 2012 (in Committee Room No. 2) 6:00pm 

 

9.0 ADJOURNMENT 

 

Please RSVP to Kathleen Stevens at kstevens@newwestcity.ca or Julie Schueck at 

jschueck@newwestcity.ca on or before Monday, April 30, 2012. 
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COMMUNITY HERITAGE COMMISSION 
 

March 14, 2012   6:00p.m. 

Committee Room No. 2 
 

NOTES 
 

VOTING MEMBERS PRESENT:  
Keith Hutchinson   - Community Member 

Catherine Hutson   - Heritage Preservation Society 

Gavin Hainsworth   - Community Member 

Rob McCullough   - Community Member  

    

 

VOTING MEMBERS REGRETS: 

Councillor Jaimie McEvoy  - Chair 

Councillor Betty McIntosh  - Vice Chair 

Harry Buchholz   - Community Member 

Gordon Hobbis   - Community Member 

Christine Vickers   - Community Member 

 

STAFF: 

Julie Schueck    - Heritage Planner 

Kathleen Stevens   - Planning Assistant 

 

Gavin Hainsworth was appointed as Acting-Chair. 

  

1.0 ADDITIONS TO AGENDA 

 

There were no additions to the agenda. 

 

2.0 ADOPTION OF MINUTES 

 

2.1 Adoption of the Minutes of February 1, 2012   

 

As there was no quorum, the minutes were tabled until next meeting. 

 

3.0 PRESENTATIONS 
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4.0 UNFINISHED BUSINESS  

 

4.1 Heritage Week Colouring Contest – Verbal Update  

 (Tabled at February 1, 2012 meeting) 

 

Julie Schueck reported that there was a good response to the colouring contest again this year.  

After the evening’s business meeting, the CHC members are invited to participate in the judging of 

the submissions, by grade. 

 

4.2 Heritage Register Homes Workshop 2012 – Verbal Update   

 (Tabled at February 1, 2012 meeting) 

 

Julie Schueck reported that she has met with a landscape architect who specializes in heritage 

gardens and who is interested in being one of the speakers for the next Heritage Register Homes 

Workshop. 

 

4.3 Identifying demolished properties on the Heritage Register – Verbal Update 

 (Tabled at February 1, 2012 meeting) 

 

Julie Schueck reported that any properties that are removed from the City’s Heritage Register are 

reported to the Province and to the National Registrars.  The property is then removed from the 

active Register lists at each level but the information is retained in a “legacy” file.  This file is not 

viewable by the public at the provincial or the national level.  However, the City does retain the 

heritage information on the property file and in the Heritage Register binder.  

 

5.0 NEW BUSINESS 

 

5.1 BC Association of Heritage Professionals 

 

Julie Schueck reported that this letter was sent to introduce the BCAHP to the Heritage Commission 

and to inform them that there is a professional organization of heritage professionals that must meet 

certain criteria in order to be accepted as a BCAHP member. 

 

6.0 REPORTS AND INFORMATION 

 

6.1 City Heritage Program – Update (Standing Item) 
 

Julie Schueck updated the Commission on the following items: 

 

a) Trapp Block – project proceeding and has launched marketing campaign. 

 

b) Centre Block Tower Panels – graphic artist, Jan Perrier, has been hired to work on the 

design of the four panels. Gail Evans-Hatch is providing historic photos. 
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c) Post-1846 Historic Artefact Recovery Policy – consultants are being hired to create a 

Chance Find Management Guide and a Site Sensitivity Map. 

 

d) PIBC Conference 2012 – Julie Schueck has been asked to speak as part of a team on 

heritage initiatives in planning.  Her topic will highlight how Heritage Revitalization 

Agreements can work with other City initiatives such as easing homelessness, using the 

Maria Keary Cottage project as an example. 

 

7.0 CORRESPONDENCE 

 

 

8.0 NEXT MEETING 

 

8.1 April 4, 2012 (in Committee Room No. 2) 6:00pm 

 

9.0 ADJOURNMENT 

 

The meeting adjourned at 6.36 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gavin Hainsworth Julie Schueck 

Acting-Chair  Acting- Clerk 
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The Eva Markvoort Legacy Project Steering Committee Members 

New Westminster Residents: Diane Mcquade, Eric Pattison, Angie Au Hemphill, Janet Brine, Bill Markvoort 

City of New Westminster: Greg Magirescu  - BC Transplant: Peggy John - Cystic Fibrosis Canada: Martina Meckova

STATEMENT OF INTENT
A proposal has been forwarded by members of our community for 
the Eva Markvoort Legacy Project.  Those who knew Eva recognize 
the enormous impact this young New Westminster woman has had 
on people in our community, across the country and around the globe 
.

The Legacy Project is envisioned as dynamic public art incorporated 
into the design of the new Massey Performing Arts Centre (MPAC) as 

it takes shape over the coming years along with the adjacent new high school - Eva’s alma mater.  Funding 
options will be explored and budget parameters set.  The piece will focus on youth, education, digital 
communication, interactive/creative expression and a call to action for positive community involvement 
and personal wellbeing.  

As design considerations of the public spaces at the new Massey are evolving, the Legacy Project steering 
committee will work with the City of New Westminster, Public Art Advisory Committee to engage Eva’s 
community(ies), draft a design intent brief and then solicit proposals from creative minds globally. 

We, the undersigned, support the Eva Markvoort Legacy Project concept, encourage its further 
development and look forward to seeing the completion of a permanent recognition of Eva’s ideals.  

> for New Westminster City Council:

signature _____________________________________

name     ____________________  date _____________

> for New Westminster School District:

signature _____________________________________

name     ____________________  date _____________

> for City of New Westminster, Public Art Adv. Committee:

signature _____________________________________

name     ____________________  date _____________

> for Massey Performing Arts Centre Task Force:

signature ______________________________________

name     ____________________  date ______________

> for New Westminster Arts Council:

signature _________________________________________

name     ____________________  date ________________

> for BC Transplant:

signature ______________________________________

name     ____________________  date ______________

> for Cystic Fibrosis Canada:

signature _________________________________________

name     ____________________  date ________________

> for Eva Markvoort Legacy Project Steering Committee:

signature ______________________________________

name     ____________________  date ______________E
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BACKGROUND INFORMATION
Eva was born in New Westminster in 1984, attended Queen’s Park Parent Participation Preschool, Herbert Spencer 
Elementary, McBride Elementary and New Westminster Secondary, graduating in 2002.  She went on to pursue 
studies in Theatre at the University of Victoria while holding part time and summer work at the Vancouver YMCA 
and the Burnaby Parks and Recreation department.  

Eva was born with Cystic Fibrosis (CF), the most common, fatal genetic disease affecting Canadian children and 
young adults. CF compromises many major organs in the body.  With wonderful medical support and consistent 
treatment from the moment of diagnosis, Eva remained relatively healthy until the age of 20, when CF began to 
cause her lung function to decrease significantly.  In 2007, she underwent a double lung transplant, and lived a 
wonderful life for two years.  In the fall of 2009, she suffered from organ rejection and went on the waitlist for a 
second lung transplant.  She died in March 2010, a few days short of her 26th birthday.   

As death came closer, she inspired youth around the world to meet their challenges head on, to love life and to 
find ways to give back, enriching the lives of others.  Her blog hauntingly exposed her inner emotions as she came 
to accept that her life was coming to an end.  Her wish was to leave an imprint on this world to support organ 
donation, to promote CF awareness and research, and to help others appreciate life by contributing positively to 
their world.  

EVA’S ACCOMPLISHMENTS
Local Community Involvement
•	 Conflict Resolution  program at  NWSS, Girl Guides Association, Jennings Musical Theatre 

Academy, organizer of the ‘YOUCAN VAN – Youth against violence 2002’ conference, New 
Westminster Ambassador program (Miss New Westminster 2002) 

Scholarships in Eva’s honour
•	 CUPE-Burnaby local sponsored an ongoing $1000 annual scholarship to a NWSS grad planning 

to attend post secondary studies in theatre
•	 E.R. Probyn Ltd of New Westminster- sponsored a 5  year X $1,500 bursary to a student of 

‘Child Life Support’ at BC Children’s Hospital.  

In recognition of her work, she was awarded the Queen’s Jubilee medal in 2002, the youngest recipient in the city.

Regional/National Contributions and Recognitions
•	 Organ Donation: In the fall of 2009 Eva and her friend Cyrus McEachern painted an organ on 

the bodies of young organ recipients, then photographed them. The goal was to have them 
used in an organ donation campaign.    

•	 Education:  BC Transplant, together with Hello Cool World, created a Teacher’s Guide to 
accompany the film ‘65_redroses’ (see next page) for use at the Senior Secondary level 
across the country.  The guide offers a multi-curricular approach in the areas of science & 
disease, ethics, decision making, family dynamics, social media, communication and social 
responsibility.

After Eva’s death, BC Transplant used the images as the centerpiece for a province wide media campaign that included TV 
ads, placement of the images on BC transit, and pamphlets inserted into driver license renewal forms across the province.  
BC transplant reports that the campaign has had significant results, with a demonstrable increase in the rate of organ 
donor sign up.  The campaign continues to grow and evolve.
	
•	 Cystic Fibrosis Awareness:  Throughout her life, Eva initiated projects to raise awareness and 

funds for cystic fibrosis.

In February 2010, Eva was awarded the National Summerhayes Award in recognition of her 
promotion of CF awareness.   
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Regional/National Contributions and Recognitions (cont’d)
•	 65 Red Roses Painting:  Before Eva died, the Federation 

of Canadian Artists , led by New Westminster artist, 
Angie Au Hemphill, collaborated to create a large 
painting in honour of Eva’s inspiring contributions to the 
world. The painting 65 Red Roses is now on permanent 
display in the main foyer of BC Children’s Hospital.

•	 Reddy for a Cure:  A campaign aimed at engaging youth 
in the cause to continue to raise awareness and raise 
funds for CF research.  

•	 Key to a Cure Appeal:  In the last 2 years, the CF annual 
fundraising gala has created this fundraising appeal, bringing in over $215 000  for CF research.

Since her passing, Eva has been the inspiration for almost $600 000 raised for CF research, and her incredible legacy 
continues  to raise the level of awareness of CF (priceless).  

The 65 Red Roses painting has become a flagship for Cystic Fibrosis Canada - Vancouver, and continues to be used to raise 
funds for CF research.  

•	 Other Accolades:  Eva’s accomplishments and announcement of her death were brought forward to both the BC 
legislature and the Canadian House of Commons.  

International Contributions

•	 Social Networking: Eva reached out to people around the world who were suffering 
from CF or dealing with CF in their family.  She did this via social networking on her blog 
(www.65_redroses) and on Facebook.  This was at a time when social networking was in 
its infancy .  Her sphere of influence soon extended well beyond the CF world.    

•	 65_RedRoses:This documentary film  followed Eva while on the  wait list for transplant and
into the operating room, takes an unflinching look at life with a fatal illness,  and the ways 
in which Eva reached out to others for support and in turn inspired countless people 
around the world.  

Tens of thousands of people around the world have been touched and inspired by Eva’s 
work.  Several blog readers wrote to state that she had literally saved their life as she 
supported them during their challenging times.  

The film was completed in 2007 and won many accolades at the Toronto and Vancouver 
Film Festivals.  It was televised on CBC’s Passionate Eye and on the Knowledge Network.  It 
will soon air on the  Oprah Network, having been updated by the filmmakers to include the 
end of Eva’s life.  

As a young artist, a writer, and a social activist , New Westminster’s Eva 
Markvoort has left a lasting legacy that continues to leave a mark on 
organ donation and awareness for Cystic Fibrosis across the country 
and around the world. She continues to inspire countless young adults 
to live their lives to the fullest, to appreciate the wonders of the world 
we live in, and to contribute positively to their communities.
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Doc# 267707 

 
Memorandum 

 

To: Community Heritage Commission 

 

Date: May 2, 2012 

From: Julie Schueck, Heritage Planner File: 13.2607.20 

 

Subject: 221 Ninth Street - Heritage Alteration Permit – New Paint Scheme 

 

 

Purpose 
 

The owner of 221 Ninth Street is requesting a Heritage Alteration Permit to allow him to 

paint his house with a new colour palette. 

 

Background 
 

221 Ninth Street is formally protected by a Heritage Revitalization Agreement (HRA) - 

Bylaw No. 6540, 1999.  The HRA allowed for the subdivision of the property which had 

contained two houses, of which this was one.   

 

According to the HRA, this 1889 house requires a paint scheme relevant to its time 

period.   

 

Proposal 
 

The property owner is proposing the following paint colour scheme from the Benjamin 

Moore Historic Colours palette: 

 

Melish Mahogany VC-31 on the top 

Edwardian Cream VC-7 in the middle 

Melish Rust VC-28 on the bottom 

Gloss Black VC-35 and Vancouver green VC-20 for 

the trim 

Copies of the Benjamin Moore Historic Colours brochure will be available at the meeting 

for members to view. 

 

As this is a protected heritage property and this colour scheme differs from the existing, 

non-historic colour scheme, the Heritage Commission is being asked to provide support 

for a Heritage Alteration Permit. 
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Kathleen Stevens

From: Jan Thomas [jthomas@heritagebc.ca]
Sent: Tuesday, April 03, 2012 10:46 AM
To: Jan Thomas
Subject: Message to Members
Attachments: HBC STRATEGIC PLAN 2012-2015.pdf

 
 
Dear Heritage BC Member: 
 
Re:  Support for Heritage BC 
 
Heritage BC has completed a new Strategic Plan, a copy of which is attached.  We will be meeting with the Honourable 
Steve Thomson, Minister of Lands, Forests and Natural Resource Operations on Monday, April 23, to discuss the plan, in 
particular a request for a further investment in the Heritage Legacy Fund which provides grants for community heritage 
projects and support for Heritage BC’s operations.  This investment will be essential to our survival.  On behalf of the 
Board of Directors, I would like to ask you to express your support for Heritage BC and the investment in the Heritage 
Legacy Fund directly to Mr. Thomson, by letter or email:  please see the addresses below.  Many letters were sent to the 
provincial government in response to Heritage BC’s “Call to Renew British Columbia’s Heritage Program” in 2010.  These 
letters have had a significant impact, and resulted last year in the passing of a supportive resolution by the Union of B.C. 
Municipalities.  This is the last stage of our campaign and we must keep up the pressure on government to convince them 
that heritage conservation is an issue that needs to be attended to, now.  Heritage BC is your organization and needs 
your help and your voice.   
 
Honourable Steve Thomson 
Minister of Forests, Lands and Natural Resource Operations 

Room 248 

Parliament Buildings 

Victoria, BC 

V8V 1X4 
steve.thomson.mla@leg.bc.ca 
 
Thank you for your support, past and future, for Heritage BC, and heritage conservation. 
 
Best Regards, 
Rick Goodacre 
 

Rick Goodacre 
Executive Director 

TEL:  250-384-4840 

www.heritagebc.ca 
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Strategic Plan
2012 - 2015

HEAD OFFICE

914 Garthland Place West
Victoria, British Columbia V9A 4J5

250.384.4840
•

www.heritagebc.ca
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Executive Summary

The purpose of this strategic plan is to chart a renewed direction for Heritage 
BC.  The plan has been drafted at a time of change for heritage conservation in 
British Columbia and responds to challenges that have already been identified by 
Heritage BC in “A Call to Renew Heritage Conservation in British Columbia”.

The plan identifies three goals for Heritage BC:

1.	 Ensure that HBC is financially secure and independent 

2.	 Be the collective voice of heritage in British Columbia

3.	 Foster a culture that embraces the conservation of British Columbia’s heritage

Goals 2 and 3 continue and extend the role of Heritage BC as laid out in earlier 
plans.  Goal 1, however, sets a marked change in direction to evolve a strong and 
sustainable organization by 2015.

The plan not only challenges Heritage BC to reinvent itself, it challenges the  
provincial government to be part of that change and establish a new partnership 
to form the foundation for a renewal of community-based heritage conservation 
in British Columbia.
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INTRODUCTION
PURPOSE OF THE STRATEGIC PLAN

The purpose of this plan is to chart a renewed direction for Heritage BC, which 
will be complementary to the new Provincial Heritage Strategy and will maintain 
and enhance an innovative, responsive and effective provincial heritage program.

Heritage conservation ensures that the legacy of the past will be preserved for 
the future. Since 1977, British Columbia has evolved a distinctive, community-
based approach to heritage conservation. Provincial agencies, including the  
provincial government, Heritage BC and the Heritage Legacy Fund, have  
worked in close cooperation to provide a foundation of support to enable  
BC communities to discover, understand and conserve their heritage.

In response to a crisis in support and funding, Heritage BC issued “A Call to  
Renew British Columbia’s Heritage Program” in 2010.  This initiative called for five 
steps to renew BC’s once-vital response to community heritage conservation:

	 Adopt the Provincial Heritage Strategy 
	 Adopt the draft British Columbia Heritage Strategy to reaffirm commitment  
	 to conservation and renew confidence in the future.

	R estore the Heritage Branch Budget 
	 The Heritage Branch is the provincial agency that implements government  
	 heritage policies and administers essential programs, but drastic cuts have  
	 seriously undermined its capacity to deliver on these responsibilities.  
	 The Heritage Branch budget must be restored.

	R esolve the Heritage Properties Question 
	 The series of historic sites known as the Heritage Properties has become a  
	 chronic problem and a drain on energy and resources.  The government must  
	 resolve the Heritage Properties question so that it can address other urgent  
	 issues in the heritage file.

	R estore Community Support 
	 The “BC approach” to heritage conservation devolves substantial  
	 responsibilities to the local level.  A restored heritage program budget must  
	 restore services, funding and encouragement to local government and  
	 community heritage organizations.

	I nvest in the Heritage Legacy Fund 
	 The Heritage Legacy Fund now plays a central role in the provincial heritage  
	 program. To meet new and growing responsibilities the Fund must have a  
	 substantial increment to its endowment.

4
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The Province has taken steps to address some of these pressing issues, most  
notably new funding to secure the Heritage Properties. 

As part of this renewal, Heritage BC must also respond to changing conditions. 
For thirty years Heritage BC has relied on a close and mutually beneficial  
working relationship with the provincial government. Given the new realities  
of decentralization, it is clear this association must evolve into a fundamentally  
different arrangement for the years ahead. This relationship must now include  
a strong, independent and financially secure Heritage BC working in tandem  
with government toward shared goals on behalf of all British Columbians.

How We Will Accomplish Our Goals

In order to achieve the goals of the Heritage Strategy, Heritage BC will:

	 Build a Strong and Independent Heritage BC 
	 A strong and responsive structure has been developed, which will ensure  
	 that Heritage BC can continue to play a key role in the delivery of BC’s  
	 heritage programs. 

	 Work in Tandem with the New Provincial Heritage Strategy 
	 In our new vision, we build a heritage bridge from both ends.  The Provincial  
	 Heritage Branch and Heritage BC will each provide distinctive and essential  
	 services to local government and communities in support of a mutual goal  
	 of community-based heritage conservation.

	I ncrease the Heritage Legacy Fund 
	 The Heritage Legacy Fund has supported community-based heritage  
	 conservation projects for seven years, and since 2009 has underwritten a  
	 broad range of services to communities through financial assistance to  
	 Heritage BC.  To secure these services and investments as a permanent  
	 foundation of a thriving provincial heritage program, there must be an  
	 increase in the Fund endowment.

5
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PROVINCE-WIDE ADVANTAGES

Heritage BC is uniquely positioned to assist with the challenges that BC’s  
communities are facing, while enabling the planning and development of  
sustainable communities, including their local economies.

The development of a strong and independent Heritage BC, in conjunction with  
an enhanced Heritage Legacy Fund, will support the broader goals of the  
Province of BC, including:

	 •	 Strengthen communities and families through support for  
		  British Columbia’s unique cultural identity

	 •	 Support economic investment in BC’s heritage resource sector

	 •	 Enhance job creation initiatives in BC’s growing cultural sector

	 •	 Promote innovation in planning BC’s diverse communities through  
		  revitalization of local heritage

	 •	 Achieve BC’s climate change and energy targets through the retention  
		  and appropriate reuse of existing building stock

	 •	 Support BC’s affordable housing initiatives through adaptive reuse of  
		  existing buildings 

	 •	 Build capacity for BC’s cultural tourism initiatives

Further, this is a commitment to speak on behalf of British Columbians, and  
to empower communities in their efforts to conserve irreplaceable heritage  
resources across the province.

6
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THE STRATEGIC PLAN
Heritage BC was incorporated in 1981 as a non-profit, province-wide umbrella 
organization.  Today the Society represents approximately 160 member groups, 
and more than 100 individual and corporate members.  Through publications, 
events, education programs and other services, Heritage BC promotes and  
assists community-based heritage conservation. On behalf of its members and  
all British Columbians, Heritage BC advocates the conservation of heritage  
resources throughout the province.

This Strategic Plan affirms the renewal of the vision, mission and values of  
Heritage BC, sets broad goals for the society through 2015, and identifies a  
number of objectives and actions that will achieve these goals.  It provides  
a clear picture of Heritage BC’s purpose and direction to members, supporters 
and others, and a guide for directors and staff. 

HERITAGE BC: CONNECTING COMMUNITIES

Founded to provide leadership and support for heritage conservation at the 
grassroots level, in three decades Heritage BC has established strong and  
effective partnerships with communities to conserve heritage in ways that  
complement our provincial programs.

Today, over 85 per cent of Heritage BC’s member groups are local heritage  
associations. Over a quarter of Group Members are Community Heritage  
Commissions and local governments that form an essential part of the  
community-based approach, and Heritage BC has developed unique programs 
and services to meet their needs.

The establishment of Heritage BC was encouraged and facilitated by the  
provincial government. Emerging at the same time with many goals in common, 
the provincial heritage program and Heritage BC have worked together closely.  
This 30-year history of cooperation has been formalized through a series of 
agreements and joint initiatives, and characterized by a daily working relationship. 
Between 1989 and 2009 the provincial government contributed core funding to 
Heritage BC that ensured continuous, reliable service to members and other 
community organizations.

7
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Heritage BC works cooperatively with other agencies and government to  
accomplish shared goals and objectives. In partnership with the Land Conservancy 
of BC, Heritage BC operates the Heritage Legacy Fund program, which provides 
financial assistance to community-based heritage conservation projects.

Conferences and meetings bring members together to learn, share experiences 
and renew their collective sense of purpose.  Workshops and courses deliver 
information and teach skills.  A newsletter, website, and e-news service provide 
information, discussion and analysis of issues, and a provincial perspective.  
Special events such as Heritage Week create unique opportunities for  
celebrations, and the society’s awards program honours achievement and  
community service.

Heritage BC also takes its message to the public.  The awards program  
publicizes exceptional heritage projects and achievements.  The annual  
Heritage Week theme features a distinctive aspect of British Columbia’s history.   
Heritage BC Quarterly newsletter is widely circulated four times a year.

Heritage BC is governed by an elected board that sets policy and strategic  
direction.  The Society maintains a staff of two full-time employees.

8
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VISION 
Heritage BC strengthens the identity and pride of our diverse communities.

MISSION 
To provide leadership for sustainable conservation of British Columbia’s unique 
cultural heritage. We work collaboratively with community, government and  
private sector partners to create a strong and positive future for heritage  
conservation in British Columbia.

VALUES 
Heritage BC is guided in its vision, mission and activities through a set of values:

	 Conservation:  
	 Stewardship of our irreplaceable heritage is important to British Columbians.

	 Public Interest:  
	 The conservation of heritage is a public good with benefits for present  
	 and future generations.

	I nnovative Development:  
	 Heritage resources are an essential component of sustainable development  
	 in BC communities.

	 Knowledge:  
	 Awareness, education and understanding of the broad range of our  
	 heritage values are the foundation for successful conservation.

	 Service Commitment:  
	 We are dedicated to serving our members and their communities.

GOALS 
Our Action Plan is based on the following priority Goals:

	 •	 Ensure that HBC is financially secure and independent. 

	 •	 Be the collective voice of heritage in British Columbia.

	 •	 Foster a culture that embraces the conservation of  
		  British Columbia’s heritage.
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ACTION PLAN
The Heritage BC Action Plan is based on the following priority Goals:

GOAL 1: 
Ensure that HBC is financially secure and independent. 

GOAL 2: 
Be the collective voice of heritage in British Columbia.

GOAL 3: 
Foster a culture that embraces the conservation of British Columbia’s heritage.

GOAL 1
Ensure that Heritage BC is financially secure and independent

1.1	O rganizational Transition

	 •	 Transition HBC’s organizational culture from one of government  
		  dependence to financial independence

	 •	 Reconfigure the organization to reflect increased emphasis on  
		  financial independence

	 •	 Appoint a new executive director within two years

	 •	 Build board strength in areas of finance and fund development

1.2	 Stabilize Core Funding

	 •	 Negotiate a baseline operating endowment from the provincial  
		  government to be placed with the Heritage Legacy Fund

1.3 	Program Cost Recovery

	 •	 Administer all programs on a cost-recovery basis

	 •	 Identify revenue sources for every program

1.4 	Increase Revenue from Existing Sources

	 •	 Implement a drive to increase membership in all categories  

	 •	 Event registration:

		  - price registration to reflect costs

		  - manage all events on a cost-recovery basis
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GOAL 2
Be the collective voice of heritage in British Columbia 

2.1 	Outreach to other communities

	 •	 Seek new relationships with First nations and cultural minorities

	 •	 Broaden representation on the board of directors

2.2	B uild a stronger relationship with relevant sectors  
	 and provincial associations

	 •	 Improve relations with and offer services to:

		  -	 Real estate sales, development and inspection

		  -	 Municipal officers

		  -	 Professional associations 

		  -	 Planning Institute of BC

		  -	 Union of BC Municipalities

		  -	 Urban Development Institute

2.3	 Support a national network of heritage advocacy

	 •	 Work with and support the National Council of heritage leaders

2.4	 Strengthen the provincial heritage community

	 •	 Revive the Heritage Council

	 •	 Unify the voice of the heritage community

	 •	 Rebuild connections with the provincial government

2.5	I mprove communications

	 •	 Increase use of social media

	 •	 Publish an annual State of Heritage report

	 •	 Widen distribution of the newsletter through a larger membership  
		  and other networks

2.6	E nhance relationship with media

	 •	 Issue a minimum four media releases per year

	 •	 Select Heritage Week themes that have media appeal

11
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2.7	 Establish clear advocacy agenda and profile

	 •	 Develop an annual list of issues and plan of action

	 •	 Harmonize events and programs with advocacy agenda

	 •	 Publicize the agenda and issue regular updates

2.8	E xpand the school program

	 •	 Develop a program on heritage conservation for high school grades

GOAL 3
Foster a culture that embraces the conservation of  
British Columbia’s heritage

3.1	E nhance Information Services

	 •	 Develop a curriculum of workshops that responds to community needs  
		  for training and information

	 •	 Integrate the program with other training agencies

	 •	 Produce a web-based information series 

	 •	 Establish a free advice service in partnership with the BC Association  
		  of Heritage Professionals

3.2	I mprove Services to Local Government

	 •	 Add a Local Government and Heritage Section to the website

	 •	 Expand the use of social media to enhance inter-government connections

	 •	 Increase membership

	 •	 Participate in the UBCM annual convention

3.3 	Provide Funding for Community Heritage Initiatives

	 •	 Grow the Heritage Legacy Fund

	 •	 Identify other sources of funding and advocate for increased funding  
		  for heritage initiatives
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VANCOUVER HERITAGE FOUNDATION NEWSLETTER 
February 2012

10 YEARS OF OPENING DOORS INTO VANCOUVER’S HERITAGE HOMES!

HERITAGE HOUSE TOUR

Sunday June 3rd, 10am - 5pm, 

$40 + hst.

TOUR LECTURE

Wednesday May 16th, 7.30pm, $12 including hst 
@ Unitarian Church (949 W. 49th Ave)

Coinciding with the release of his new book 
Vanishing Vancouver: The Last 25 Years, Michael 

Kluckner will be presenting ‘The Evolution of the 
Vancouver House’.  Books will be available for sale 

and signing. 

To purchase tickets for the VHF’s 10th 
Anniversary Heritage House Tour or Tour 

Lecture visit: 

www.vancouverheritagefoundation.org 

or call 604 264 9642

“Vancouver’s old neighbourhoods, with their large trees, gardens and historic houses, 
are a distinctive and irreplaceable part of the city’s character.  The Vancouver Heritage 
Foundation’s first home tour runs the gamut from modest Strathcona cottages on 
narrow urban streets to the grand, semi-rural Shannon estate on what was once the 
outskirts of the city.”  Heritage House Tour Guidebook, June 1, 2003.  

This opening statement kicked off what has become the signature public event of 
the Foundation over the last nine years.  During this time more than 125 generous 
homeowners have opened their houses to 15,000 visitors.  And, more than 1500 
volunteers have donated their time and energy to welcoming people into the 
homes.   

Each house opened on the tour reflects the owners’ unique style and approach to 
life.  From funky downtown lofts in rehabilitated warehouses, to colourfully painted 
cottages, to impeccably maintained traditional craftsman styles and grand Tudor 
Revival mansions, the tour houses have sparked ideas for people’s renovation 
projects and given attendees an appreciation for the history of the city.  

The Vancouver Heritage Foundation is serious about its mandate to preserve the 
architectural history of the city.  Each building we open is a catalyst for thought 
and discussion about the city’s unique neighbourhoods, history and lifestyle.   We 
hope that you continue to enjoy the tours and the gracious hospitality of the 
homeowners and volunteers who make the tours possible.  

We are proud to be celebrating the 10th Anniversary of the Heritage House Tour, 
and hope that we will celebrate many more milestones with each of you.  

Old News
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WHAT’S NEW

THE SALVAGE SALE IS BACK!

Introducing... the Hycroft Evening 
Lecture Series

Salvage Sale: Saturday, May 12th, 
10am-2pm. Cash, Credit and Carry.

Location: VHF Warehouse, Unit 115 - 7011 
Elmbridge Way, at Gilbert in Richmond.

PLACES THAT MATTER

Presentation of plaque by Sean Ayers 
(L) from VHF to Gene Ramsbottom (R)

Plaque Presentations are underway - The plaque selection, 
research, sponsorship and production process has required much 
dedication, but the presentation events have been worth the effort 
to recognize so many unique and diverse places and people that 
matter to our city.
Q: What do a 100 year old rock garden and an Expo legacy noon 
hour concert series have in common?  
A: Both were nominated and chosen as two of the 125 Places That 
Matter in Vancouver, and celebrated in plaque presentations.

NOVEMBER 2011: Chris Hay and the Stanley Park Rock Garden
Chris Hay unveiled the first commemorative Places That Matter 
plaque, keeping the memory of his great - grandfather’s legacy 
alive. Plaque text:

“The first public garden of the city was created from 1911 to 1920 by master 

gardener John Montgomery from unwanted boulders excavated for the 

adjacent park pavilion. Stretching from Pipeline Road to Coal Harbour this early 

park attraction had by the early 1950’s become partially abandoned, its story 

forgotten until revealed by the devastating windstorm of December 15, 2006.”

Stanley Park Rock Garden plaque unveilingThe Stanley Park Rock Garden plaque

DECEMBER 2011: Gene Ramsbottom and the Out for Lunch 
Noon Hour Concert Series
A capacity audience enjoyed a rousing Gospel Christmas Concert 
in the Vancouver Art Gallery by the Marcus Moseley Chorale to 
celebrate the plaque presentation of the Out for Lunch Noon Hour 
Concert series. Plaque text:

“Created by Gene Ramsbottom as a 

Centennial Project for Vancouver’s 

birthday in 1986, the Out for Lunch 

concert series, hosted and supported 

by the Vancouver Art Gallery since its 

inception, has brought thousands of 

local and international musicians to the 

attention of Vancouver audiences.”

A commemorative plaque project 
marking Vancouver’s 125th Anniversary.

If you would like to support our ongoing plaque project 
as a private or corporate sponsor, please contact Sean 
Ayers, Development Officer, for more information: sean@
vancouverheritagefoundation.org or call 604 264 9642 ext. 304.

Visit www.vancouverheritagefoundation.org 
and click on the Places That Matter Plaque  to 
view our most recent plaque presentations, 
the list of nominated sites, and the Google 
Maps of the selected plaque sites.

Last spring’s overwhelmingly successful salvage sale found countless new 
homes and creative re-uses for salvaged architectural features, providing 
much needed funding for VHF programming all the while benefitting 
heritage preservation and reducing waste destined for landfills.  

CALLING FOR SALVAGE DONATIONS
In preparation for our 2012 May Salvage Sale, we are seeking donated 
items to be dropped off at our Richmond warehouse location.  Popular 
items include doors, windows, mantels, newel posts, hardware, fireplace 
accoutrements, architectural wood elements, decorative moldings, trim, 
balusters etc.  Drop off hours are from 11am-1pm only and our two drop 
off dates will be Saturday, February 18 and Friday, March 9.  Please call 
us at 604 264 9642 if you are interested in donating items, or send an email 
with images of the items to mail@vancouverheritagefoundation.org.

Please note, we unfortunately do not have the capacity to pick up or 
transport any items. 

Thank you to Cressey for providing warehouse space!

HISTORY OF EXTERIOR PAINT COLOURS IN VANCOUVER
January 17th / with Heritage Consultant Donald Luxton.

HISTORY OF NEON IN VANCOUVER
February 21st / with Historian John Atkin.

HISTORIC STAINED GLASS IN VANCOUVER
March 6th / with Author & Historian Jim Wolf.

UPCOMING IN THE FALL: 
Architectural History of Vancouver / September 25th
Why Preserve Old Buildings? / October 2nd

Hycroft, University Women’s Club, 1489 McRae Avenue
Tuesday evenings / 7–8:30pm / $12 / free parking on 
McRae and The Crescent. 
Register at www.vancouverheritagefoundation.org

Attend all 3 lectures and earn a general elective towards an Old School 
Certificate in Heritage Conservation. History of Exterior Paint Colours 
can earn 1.5 core AIBC credits, the other talks offer non-core credits.

The Vancouver Heritage Foundation and Hycroft University 
Women’s Club are teaming up to offer an evening series of 
heritage-related illustrated talks. This introductory series will 
cover an array of visual aspects of Vancouver’s history.

NEW!
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Are you looking for heritage building guidance or some ‘how-tos’ for projects? You 
will fi nd answers here. And you can earn Professional Developments Credits too!

Old School courses have been designed with homeowners, building owners, 
tradespeople, designers and planners in mind - essentially everyone involved 
in making decisions about the care and upkeep of older buildings - anyone can 
benefi t from the courses.  

WHAT’S NEW

SCHEDULED COURSES FOR 2012

INTERIOR PAINT STRIPPING AND PREPARATION
February 13th / 7-9.30pm / $30 / 8380 St George St, 
Vancouver @ Colin Griffi  nson Master Painter
Workshop with Colin Griffinson.

HERITAGE 101: UNDERSTANDING HERITAGE 
CONSERVATION
March 3rd / 9am-5pm / $125 / Mission to Seafarers
lntroduction to heritage conservation with Heritage 
Consultants Don Luxton and Judy Oberlander, and 
Senior COV Heritage Planner Marco D’Agostini.

SURVIVING YOUR RENOVATION
March 21st / 5.30-9pm / $50 / Unitarian Church
Three case study presentations with David Dunnison 
& Architects Graeme Elvidge and Keith Jakobsen.

HOW TO RESEARCH THE HISTORY OF A BUILDING 
@ City of Vancouver Archives 
April 11th / 6.30-8.30pm / $15
 @ Vancouver Public Library 
April 17th / 6.30-8.30pm / free (registration required)

HOW TO PHOTOGRAPH HERITAGE STRUCTURES
April 21st / 9am-5pm / $125 / VHF offi  ce / limit 10 people
With Architect and Photographer Richard Hulbert.

SHINGLES, SHIPLAP & STUCCO: YOUR HOUSE 
EXTERIORS EXPLAINED
June 23rd / 9am-5pm / $ 125 / Location TBA
With Heritage Consultant Jeannette Hlavach and Architect 
Eric Pattison.

UPCOMING IN THE FALL: 
Neighbourhood Zoning: How did that happen? 
Date TBA/ 9am-noon / $30 / Mt Pleasant & Strathcona
Walk with Historian and City staffer John Atkin.

Everything you need to know about working 
with old buildings.

Old School 
courses

INTERESTED IN A CERTIFICATE IN HERITAGE CONSERVATION? VISIT: www.vancouverheritagefoundation.org

Learning in the classroom as well 
as onsite

Experts such as Don Luxton 
will offer practical heritage 
conservation knowledge

only one 
session in 

2012!

Looking for Continuing Education Credits? We’re 
pleased that the following organizations offer 
credits to their members for Old School courses:

FOR COURSE OUTLINES & TO REGISTER VISIT:
www.vancouverheritagefoundation.org

Plus the home you may work on doesn’t have to be 
on the Heritage Register to qualify for Old School.  
The courses and lectures offer unique information that 
teaches people key lessons about looking after older 
structures. 

If you are new to old buildings, Heritage 101 will give 
you an understanding of what “conservation” means, 
and why it is so important to retain and maintain older 

buildings. Old structures give life to streets and neighbourhoods, they tell the stories 
of residents and businesses, and make our city greener - the greenest building is 
often one that is already built. Heritage conservation guides best practices that 
extend the life of older buildings and retains their historic integrity. 

Courses and lectures are taught by experts in their fi elds and offer knowledge 
to people that is not available to learn anywhere else. The Vancouver Heritage 
Foundation is pleased to provide the opportunity for Vancouverites to have access 
to such vital information through our Old School programs - and ensure our city’s 

history is celebrated and conserved - one building at a time!

HOW WOULD AN OLD SCHOOL COURSE BE HELPFUL TO ME? 
”My house was actually a worker prefab built at the Hastings 
Mill. There has been little modifi cation to the house: original 
fi replace, single pane windows, some stained glass windows, 
and fi r fl ooring.  The property assessment when we purchased 
the house gave it a projected life expectancy of 30 years.  Very 
amusing, considering that aside from a leaky foundation, the 
house is likely more structurally sound than many new houses. 

My dilemma is how much do I want to upgrade and how much do I want to change 
the original structure?  The house has asbestos shakes and wood siding over cedar 
shakes.  I would love to know whether the cedar shakes are still intact.  I am considering 
renovating the attic. I want to retain as much of the original house as possible, but what 
make sense to change?”

Sound familiar? Lynda Jane, a heritage homeowner, would benefi t from “Surviving 
Your Renovation” and “Shingles, Shiplap and Stucco: Your House Exterior Explained” 
courses offered this year. Get in touch with us and we can recommend courses that 
may be suitable for your heritage building situation!

Did you know: 2 seats per course are free to VHF volunteers! Also, congratulations to 
Morgan Campbell, our Old School Fall Survey tour ticket winner!
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Two new roofs (one on Kogawa House), a heritage designation, a replica set of stairs, restored terrazzo and four fresh heritage paint schemes 
– the Vancouver Heritage Foundation’s granting program helped a number of homeowners with the maintenance and repairs of their 
Vancouver homes in 2011. Many of these homeowners have embarked on multi-stage projects to restore and update their heritage homes. 
The VHF’s granting program is designed to assist homeowners with the costs of retaining older homes, and to help preserve the history 
of residential neighbourhoods. People ask why a home or building has to be on the Heritage Register to receive a True Colours or Restore 

VHF Grants: helping look after your heritage home or building

WHAT’S NEW

Brown Bag Lunch & Learn
Bring a lunch and enjoy dynamic, illustrated presentations 
on topics of relevance to Vancouver’s built environment.  This 
popular lunchtime education program continues with three 
new sessions: 

Where: BCIT Downtown Campus, 555 Seymour St.
When: 12 noon – 1:30 pm
Cost: $12 includes hst

Date:      Wednesday, February 29th  
Topic:     Gastown & New Westminster:    
 Economic  Revitalization Through Heritage  
 Conservation
Speaker: Robert Fung,  President, The Salient Group 

Date: Wednesday, March 28th  
Topic: Hastings Park and the Pacifi c National   
 Exhibition – History and Evolution
Speaker: Marta Farevaag,  Phillips Farevaag   
 Smallenberg 

Date: Wednesday, April 25th  
Topic:  The Role of the Canadian Pacifi c Railway in  
 the Development of Downtown Vancouver
Speaker: Michael Gordon, Senior Central Area   
 Planner, COV

WALKING TOUR SERIES 2012

FRIDAYS, 12 noon - 1.30pm

Gastown  April 13 / May 11 / June 8 
(meet in front of statue of Gassy Jack @ Water & Carrall Streets)

Chinatown  April 27 / May 25 / June 22
(meet @ SE corner of Carrall & Pender Streets)

Art Deco  July 13 / August 10 / Sept 14
(meet @ SE corner of Burrard & Georgia Sts, across from Hotel Vancouver)

Burrard Street  July 27 / August 31 / Sept 28
(meet @ NE corner of Burrard & Hastings Streets)

SATURDAYS, 1Oam - 12 noon
Walking tour routes and dates will follow soon! Tours starting in 
May. Check the website for updates.

We’re very excited about our new walking tours this year! 
Join tour guides John Atkin & Maurice Guibord as they take 
you on fascinating and fun journeys through historic areas 
of Vancouver. Held on Fridays at lunchtime and Saturday 
mornings, you will have the opportunity to catch a variety 
of tour locations. And only $12 inclusive of HST! 

Donald Luxton and Margot 
Keate West identifying the 
original paint scheme at the W. 
38th Ave house. 

Completed True Colours house on W. 
38th Ave – Haddington Grey, Edwardian 
Buff & Comox Green.

It! grant, and the answer is the program is intended to conserve buildings 
into the future,  and the Heritage Register is an important tool to recognize a 
building’s historic signifi cance. 

True Colours recipients are sometimes initially uncertain about the paint 
schemes uncovered in the scraping process, but after painting is fi nished, 
every homeowner this year expressed their appreciation for Margo Keate 
West and Don Luxton’s recommendations. The original paint schemes 
suit these buildings perfectly, and the True Colours palette can be seen 
throughout the city far beyond houses that receive VHF grants. 

Thank you to our 
2012 Walking Tour 

Sponsor:

Thank you to Benjamin Moore for continuing to supply the 
paint to grantees, and to all the homeowners for working to 
conserve these structures.
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For more information and to register now visit www.vancouverheritagefoundation.org or call 604 264 9642

GUIDE TO VHF’S 2012 TOURS

WHAT’S NEW

HERITAGE HOUSE TOUR Sunday, June 3rd, 10am - 5pm, $40+hst

GET OUT OF TOWN - STAVE LAKE POWERHOUSE Sat, July 14th, 9am - 3pm, $100+hst 

MID-CENTURY MODERN TOUR, Saturday, August 11th, 1pm - 6pm, $100+hst

VANCOUVER SPECIAL TOUR, Saturday, September 22nd, 1pm - 5pm, $30+hst 

LANEWAY HOUSE TOUR, Saturday, October 20th, 1pm - 5pm, $30+hst 

Celebrate the 10th Anniversary!  Ten houses will open for the public to get inside and gather ideas for their own 
renovations and learn about Vancouver history.  Tour Lecture, Wednesday, May 16th, cost $12, 7.30 pm at the Unitarian 
Church. Michael Kluckner, Author of the NEW Vanishing Vancouver:  The Last 25 Years will be presenting ‘The Evolution of 
the Vancouver House’. Michael’s new book will be available for sale and signing hot off the press!

Note the new summer date! Now in its 6th year this bus tour gets visitors inside five houses designed and built between 
1945 to 1975 and ends with a wine reception.  Designed by architects such as Ron Thom, Arthur Erickson and Barry 
Downs, it is a great way to discover this important period in the city’s architectural history.  

This self-guided tour gets you inside a collection of five Specials to see inspiring renovations and original features of this 
much maligned but iconic Vancouver house style.  Originally built to enable quick construction for waves of immigrants 
in the 1970s & 1980s, these Specials are being picked up by people seeing creative possibilities beyond the emblematic 
lions and pineapples. Tour Lecture details to be confirmed - check the website.

Laneway houses are stirring up neighbourhood debate.  Are they a blight on our single family neighbourhoods, or are 
they a creative solution to densification and a shortage of rental housing?  The answer to the debate may lie in the design 
of the laneway house. The VHF is once again opening a selection of laneway houses built behind existing houses so that 
you can check them out for yourself.

Built in 1909 and decommissioned in 2000, the powerhouse became a National Historic Site in 2004. It makes for a 
fascinating visit not only to witness first hand our industrial heritage on a grand scale, but also to learn about how BC 
Electric and its newer incarnation BC Hydro began to build the province through power generation a century ago. Join 
tour guide John Atkin on an absorbing journey to the historic Stave Lake Powerhouse; including side trips and lunch. 

Our family bought a beautiful 1908 heritage house near Kitsilano beach in Vancouver three years ago. It wasn’t 
what most people would call beautiful at the time, but to my husband and I, it was a dream home that just 
needed a bit of polish. I guess “a bit” would be an understatement. 

The house had the exact layout we wanted: three bedrooms and a bathroom upstairs; a livingroom, diningroom, 
kitchen, offi  ce and powder room on the main fl oor; and room for a mortgage-helping suite downstairs. It was 
almost entirely in original condition, BUT it had been rented for 20+ years and there was signifi cant damage 
inside and out. There were holes in the windows, fl oors, walls... you name it and it was broken. At the time, we 
had an 8-month old baby and fi ve year old daughter and had to really think about what we were signing our 
family up for, but we decided this could be the chance of a lifetime: to live in a heritage home fi ve blocks from 
the ocean.

The story of our house: as told by the Holmes family

We fought hard and beat out a developer from San Francisco to buy the house. With the help of the Vancouver Heritage Foundation, we also used a heritage-
friendly appraiser, who saw the home for what it’s worth, rather than as a “tear down” as most everyone else in the Vancouver housing industry saw it...

Visit the ‘Granting Programs’ page of our website to continue reading the story of the Holmes’ 3 year renovation of their house! 

Before After

32



6 FEBRUARY 2012 Visit us at www.vancouverheritagefoundation.org

WERE YOU THERE?

2011 RECAP

VOLUNTEER APPRECIATION EVENING: 
A NIGHT AT THE MUSEUM...OF VANCOUVER

Starting out from Architect Wolfgang Gerson’s award-

winning Unitarian Church, the 2011 tour featured a 

very original Ron Thom designed house, the home 

Max Chichik designed for his own family in 1953, a 

fabulous updated split-level in Kerrisdale,  the Adrian 

residence designed by Robert MacLeod and the 

Lendvoy Residence on SW Marine Drive.  This tour sells 

out early.  Book now for the Saturday August 11th tour!

   Mid-century Modern Tour 

John Atkin led a group out to the Fraser Valley where 

they enjoyed a tour of Clayburn, the town built up 

around Charles Maclure’s Clayburn Company brick 

plant, and a stop at Kilby Historical Site where the 

general store, hotel and post offi ce are the last vestiges 

of the once thriving town of Harrison Mills.  This year 

we will visit Stave Lake Powerhouse, Saturday July 14th.

   Get Out of Town 

The 2011 Laneway House Tour saw 500 people explore 

eight versions of this small but effi cient form of infi ll 

housing. First proposed by the COV as a solution for 

densifying the city and providing an alternate form 

of rental housing, laneway houses when constructed 

behind existing houses can also be a creative solution 

for keeping older neighbourhoods affordable and 

intact.  The 2012 tour will be on Saturday, October 20th.  

Laneway House Tour 

Sustainability & Preservation: The Perfect Match 
Lecture & Workshop w/ Barbara Campagna, November 3rd & 
5th 2011

VHF Chair Marta Farevaag (L) with Barbara Campagna. 

Architect Barbara Campagna, FAIA, former Chief Architect for 
the National Trust for Historic Preservation’s national sites and 
co-founder of the Trust’s Sustainability Program, led our Heritage 
and Sustainability program in November. Campagna’s lecture 
described how the Trust surprised themselves by fi nding that 
simple and economical measures such as reactivating original 
passive systems helped several heritage structures achieve LEED 
standards for sustainability. The workshop focused on how older 
homes in Vancouver can be made more energy effi cient for the 
21st century through draughtproofi ng and other economical 
steps. Insulating your attic, caulking windows and sealing leaks 
in your house can make a huge change in your energy bill 
and your home’s comfort for a modest investment. Speakers’ 
presentations are on our website.

With a roster of about two hundred 
committed volunteers helping throughout 
the year, it seemed fi tting to have a year 
end appreciation evening to celebrate the 
hard work of the VHF volunteer team.  Diane 
Switzer, Executive Director, handed out our 
3, 6, and 9 event pins and recognized some 
of the individuals who have been volunteers 
since the beginning, almost 15 years ago!  
John Atkin, tour guide and civic historian, 
gave a fascinating and memorable talk on 
the history of neon, after which everyone 
was able to enjoy the Ugly Vancouver/ Neon 
Vancouver exhibit and a dessert reception.  
It was a wonderful opportunity to mingle 
with fellow volunteers, staff and Board 
Members, and reminisce about the house 
tours and other great VHF events. 

If you are interested in becoming a Volunteer, please call the offi ce at 
604 264 9642 or email rebecca@vancouverheritagefoundation.org 
We’d love to have you join our team!

On Saturday,  September 24th more than 500 people 

toured inside fi ve Vancouver Specials open to the public.  

From radical reinterpretations to more moderately  

updated Vancouver Specials, the afternoon sparked the 

imagination of visitors.  Don’t miss out on getting into 

Specials on the 4th Annual Vancouver Special Tour on 

Saturday, September 22, 2012.  Book your tickets now!

   Vancouver Special Tour 

  Heritage House Tour 
More than 1000 people travelled from Grandview, to 

Strathcona and Shaughnessy on the 9th Annual Heritage 

House Tour on June 5, 2011 to learn about the city’s history, 

get ideas for their own projects and to get an inside peek 

at houses built more than 100 years ago.   On June 3 2012,  

once again 10 houses will open to the public.  Tickets are 

now on sale. 
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The Year 2011 has seen both the continuation of successful ongoing programs – our 
9th Heritage House Tour, 3rd Vancouver Special, 6th Mid-Century Modern, and 2nd 
Laneway House Tour, and another season of Brown Bag Lunch and Learns at BCIT 
Downtown Campus – and the expansion of our Walking Tours.  The plaques for 
the Places That Matter are going up around the city,  marking our commitment to 
honouring sites with stories that are important to Vancouverites.

The Board of Directors has focused on our fundraising efforts in 2011, implementing 

Marta Farevaag, VHF Chair 2012

Message from the Chair
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a program that was strategized by the Fund Development Committee.  While our fundraising met its 
targets for last year thanks to the generosity of our supporters, we hope that these improvements will 
have even more benefi ts in the next year. The Board has also been reaching out to other organizations 
devoted to heritage issues in Vancouver in order to coordinate our efforts to achieve greater impact with 
local and senior governments and with the public-at-large. A joint conference is being planned for March 
to discuss better ways to work toward shared objectives and to ensure that heritage is well considered in 
upcoming planning, urban design, and development projects.

The spring and summer will offer three new Brown Bag Lunch and Learns at BCIT Downtown, Walking 
Tours with John Atkin and Maurice Guibord, an evening lecture series at Hycroft in association with the 
University Women’s Club, and our second Salvage Sale on May 12th. I hope that you will all fi nd events of 
interest in our upcoming calendar and join us in learning more about Vancouver’s built heritage and the 
stories behind them.

“Because my family has lived and worked in this city for generations, because your family has done 
the same, give.  Because you are new to the city, and eager to make Vancouver your home, give.  
Because you value the past, because you feel connected to those who have walked the road you 
now travel, give.  For this and more, I give to the VHF”.  

Why do people donate to the Vancouver Heritage Foundation?

Cameron Tsoi-A-Sue is a new VHF donor - He was approached by Sean 
Ayers,  our Development Offi cer, with a unique proposal: for every house that 
Cameron sold in his real estate business, a small percentage of the commission 
would be donated to the Vancouver Heritage Foundation to help grow our 
programs. We would like to thank Cameron for his on-going commitment 
to the VHF,  and encourage others to consider similar creative giving 
opportunities. To discuss, contact Sean Ayers on 604 264 9642.  Make sure to 
read Cameron’s full story on the ‘Support the Foundation’ page of our website.

Cameron Tsoi-A-Sue

message from the development desk
2012 is going to be the VHF’s biggest programming 

year yet! Just fl ip through the pages of this newsletter 

and you will see how many new and returning 

programs the VHF is offering. 

The VHF has done a lot to bring heritage awareness to 

the public but there is still much more to be done. We 

need your support to continue to educate the public 

on the value of heritage to Vancouver. Our fundraising 

efforts are year round and we welcome a gift by mail, 

phone or online at all times of the year. The support 

of all of our friends is invaluable to us. Without the 

generosity that you demonstrate, the VHF would not 

be able to offer the programs and services that we do.  

In 2012 please consider the VHF as a recipient for your 

charitable donations. 

For more information about donating to the 

Foundation please visit our website or feel free 

to contact me at 604 264 9642 or email sean@

vancouverheritagefoundation.org .

Sean Ayers, Development Offi cer
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