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8.0 NEXT MEETING 

 

8.1 Next Meeting Date to be discussed: 

October 30, 2012 or November 7, 2012 (in Committee Room No. 2) 6:00pm   

 

9.0 ADJOURNMENT 

 

Please RSVP to Kathleen Stevens at kstevens@newwestcity.ca or Julie Schueck at 

jschueck@newwestcity.ca on or before Tuesday, October 9, 2012. 

 

 

mailto:kstevens@newwestcity.ca
mailto:jschueck@newwestcity.ca
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COMMUNITY HERITAGE COMMISSION 
 

September 5, 2012   6:00p.m. 

Committee Room No. 2 

 

MINUTES 
 

VOTING MEMBERS PRESENT:  
Councillor Jaimie McEvoy  - Chair 

Gavin Hainsworth   - Community Member (arrived at 6:08 pm) 

Keith Hutchinson   - Community Member 

Rob McCullough   - Community Member  

Harry Buchholz   - Community Member 
 

VOTING MEMBERS REGRETS: 

Gordon Hobbis   - Community Member 

Catherine Hutson   - Heritage Preservation Society 

Christine Vickers   - Community Member 

Councillor Betty McIntosh  - Vice Chair 
 

STAFF: 

Julie Schueck    - Heritage Planner 

Terry Dunlop    - Recording Clerk 

 

The meeting was called to order at 6:07 p.m. to consider information items, pending achievement of 

quorum. 

  

1.0 ADDITIONS TO AGENDA 
 

There were no additions to the agenda. 
 

2.0 ADOPTION OF MINUTES 
 

This item was deferred until there was a quorum. 
 

3.0 PRESENTATIONS 
 

There were no presentations. 
 

4.0 UNFINISHED BUSINESS  
 

4.1 119 Royal Avenue – Heritage Alteration Permit #046 (August 2012)  

Julie Schueck, Heritage Planner, provided an oral update on the application, noting that a 

permit was issued for alterations to the porch and the applicant was now continuing with 

changes satisfactorily. 
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Gavin Hainsworth arrived at 6:08 pm. 

 

2.0 ADOPTION OF MINUTES (deferred earlier) 

 

2.1 Adoption of the Minutes of May 2, 2012  

MOVED and SECONDED 

THAT the May 2, 2012 minutes be adopted. 

CARRIED. 

All members of Commission present voted in favour of the motion. 

 

4.0 UNFINISHED BUSINESS (resumed) 

 

4.2 240 Jardine Street  

Julie Schueck, Heritage Planner, provided an oral update, advising that the subject property 

was not salvageable due to rot, water damage and fire damage; therefore, demolition has 

been authorised.  A temporary order was lifted on June 11 and permission was subsequently 

given to apply for a demolition permit. A Commission member recommended that site 

safety and security measures be implemented to avoid potential damage and possible use of 

the building by vagrants pending demolition.  Ms. Schueck undertook to consult with bylaw 

enforcement staff to address the concerns. 

 

5.0 NEW BUSINESS 

 

5.1 327 Fourth Street – potential subdivision as property also fronts on Pine Street –   

 Verbal Update  

In response to expressed concerns regarding possible subdivision of the parcel, the 

Commission was advised that neighbouring properties were subdivided prior to 1911and 

subdivision was not a recent trend in this block.  The owners could request subdivision but 

staff would need to consider a variety of elements to ascertain eligibility for a Heritage 

Revitalization Agreement (HRA) 

 

There were no questions from members of the Commission. 

 

Ms. Schueck referred to an on-table item (Envision New Westminster 2032 – Integrated 

Community Sustainability Planning) regarding the need to integrate sustainability in all city 

policies.  A recently hired planner will conduct fairs, talks and workshops on the issue.  

Meeting venues will be confirmed and all Commission members would be welcome to 

attend. A Sustainability Fair is scheduled for November 2, 2012 (6:30 – 9:30 pm) and a 

Sustainability Visioning Workshop on November 3, 2012 (9:00 am – 1:00 pm).  Venues are 

to be confirmed and interested members were encouraged to contact staff if they wished to 

participate. 

 

5.2 Royal City Builders’ Awards – Judging of Heritage Categories  

 

The Commission voted on support for awards in the categories as listed below: 
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MOVED and SECONDED 

THAT the Community Heritage Commission support the award of the Best Exterior 

Heritage Renovation to the dwelling located at 214 Sixth Avenue. 

 CARRIED. 

All members of the Commission present voted in favour of the motion. 

 

MOVED and SECONDED 

THAT the Community Heritage Commission support the award of the Best New Home that 

Respects New Westminster Heritage to the dwelling located at 216 Anthony Court. 

 CARRIED. 

All members of the Commission present voted in favour of the motion. 

 

MOVED and SECONDED 

THAT the Community Heritage Commission support the award of the Heritage Shield for 

Best Exterior Heritage Restoration to the dwelling located at 626 Tenth Street (Hennessey 

House). 

 CARRIED. 

All members of the Commission present voted in favour of the motion. 

 

MOVED and SECONDED 

THAT the Community Heritage Commission recommend that Council approve Royal City 

Builders’ Awards in the following categories: 

 

a) Best Exterior Heritage Restoration - dwelling located at 214 Sixth Avenue. 

b) Best New Home that Respects New Westminster Heritage - dwelling located at  

     216 Anthony Court. 

c) Best Exterior Heritage Restoration (Heritage Shield) - dwelling located at 626 

     Tenth Street (Hennessey House) 

 

 CARRIED. 

All members of the Commission present voted in favour of the motion. 

 

6.0 REPORTS AND INFORMATION 

 

6.1 City Heritage Program – Update (Standing Item) 

 

1010/12 Third Avenue HRA 
Ms. Schueck advised that approval of subdivision of two lots into three had now reached the 

stage between third reading and bylaw adoption.  Once building permit drawings have been 

approved, adoption of the bylaw would be requested.  Ms. Schueck observed that the 

process had been lengthy because the owner had not engaged professionals to assist.  

Although approval had taken longer than usual, the application was progressing and 

following further review, staff anticipated requesting final adoption of the bylaw. 
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Woodlands Interpretive Panels 
The panels will be placed on salvaged granite blocks, flanked by benches. One more 

meeting with the task force was planned for further fine-tuning work. The Public Art 

Advisory Committee provided positive comments on the visual aspects; presentation was 

also made to the Community and Social Issues Committee and their reaction was similarly 

positive. The task force will consider a final proposal on September 12 and subsequently 

submit a recommendation to Council.   

 

7.0 CORRESPONDENCE 

 

The Commission received the following items: 

 

7.1  New Westminster Historical Society Newsletter, No. 384, May 2012  

 

7.2 New Westminster Historical Society Newsletter, Special Issue #45, May 2012  

 

7.3  New Westminster Historical Society Newsletter, No. 385, June 2012  

 

7.4 New Westminster Historical Society Newsletter, Special Issue #46, June 2012  

 

7.5  New Westminster Historical Society Newsletter, No. 386, July 2012  

 

7.6 New Westminster Historical Society Newsletter, No. 387, August 2012  

 

7.7 Excerpt from the New Edition of “Exploring Vancouver”, Harold Kalman and Robin   

 Ward 

 

8.0 NEXT MEETING 

 

8.1 October 10, 2012 (in Committee Room No. 2) 6:00pm   

Note that this is the second week of October. 

 

9.0 ADJOURNMENT 

 

ON MOTION, the meeting was concluded at 6:48 pm. 

 

Certified Correct, 

 

 

 

      

Councillor J. McEvoy  Terry Dunlop 

CHAIR  Recording Clerk 
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Document # 322734 

 

City of New Westminster 

 

R E P O R T  

 

DEVELOPMENT SERVICES DEPARTMENT 

 

To: Community Heritage Commission 

 

Date: October 10, 2012  

From: Julie Schueck, 

Heritage Planner 

 

File: 2607.20.13 

Subject: 120 Sixth Avenue – Heritage Alteration Permit No. 048 

 

 

Background  

 

The Alfred & Beatrice Parsons Residence, built in 1911, is a one-storey wood-frame Arts and 

Crafts bungalow located on the south side of Sixth Avenue in the historic Queen's Park 

neighbourhood in New Westminster. The Alfred & Beatrice Parsons Residence is significant for 

its association with the Edwardian-era development of the Queen’s Park neighbourhood, the 

most affluent and desirable residential area of 

New Westminster. Located uphill from the 

Fraser River and the downtown core, Queen’s 

Park began to develop in the 1880s. The historic 

character of Queen’s Park is based on its 

consistent streetscapes of fine restored homes, 

augmented by mature landscaping. 

 

The Alfred & Beatrice Parsons Residence is 

further valued for its Arts and Crafts architecture, 

as seen by its half-timbering, scroll-cut rafter 

tails, triangular eave brackets and tapered piers. Wooden lapped siding and shingle siding 

provide contrasting texture to the wall surfaces. This house additionally exhibits a number of 

stained glass leaded windows with an Arts and Crafts motif. 

 

A Heritage Designation Bylaw for the property was adopted by Council in 1991.  

 

As this is a protected heritage building, the applicants are required to submit a Heritage 

Alteration Permit application that is now before the Heritage Commission for recommendation. 

 

Heritage Status 

 

The subject site is listed on the City’s Heritage Register and is protected by a Heritage 

Designation Bylaw. 

 

Legal Framework 

 

Part 27 of the Local Government Act enables a local government to authorize changes to 

protected heritage property through a heritage alteration permit.  
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City of New Westminster 

 
October 10, 2012 -2- 

 

 
A Heritage Alteration Permit is an authorization by local government that allows changes to be 

made to protected heritage property. It is intended to provide flexibility to respond to the needs 

and wishes of owners of protected property. A heritage alteration permit may vary or supplement 

the applicable zoning bylaw (other than permitted uses and density) and any applicable 

development permit or heritage designation bylaws, as well as portions of the Local Government 

Act, including the Sign Bylaw.  

 

Existing Policy 
 

A property owner with protected heritage property may make an application for a Heritage 

Alteration Permit that details the proposed alterations to the property. This is first reviewed by 

the Community Heritage Commission. 

 

Council or its delegate then evaluates the proposed alterations and approves or denies the 

issuance of the permit. Council may refuse issuance of a Heritage Alteration Permit if the 

proposed alterations are inconsistent with the intent of the heritage protection. 

 

Minor Heritage Alteration Permits may be reviewed and approved by a delegation of authority 

provided the support of the CHC is received. 

 

Proposal  
 

The applicants are proposing to relocate an existing carport onto their own property.  They also 

wish to change the colour scheme of the heritage building, utilizing an historic colour scheme 

palette of Maple Leaf Red and Edwardian Buff.  

  

The proposed changes require a Heritage Alteration Permit. Please see attached plans for further 

details.  

 

   

   
Julie Schueck, 

Heritage Planner 
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ATTACHMENTS: 

 

Plans 
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120 Sixth Avenue – Front Elevation 10



Carport to be Relocated to 120 Sixth Avenue 
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Carport to be Relocated to 120 Sixth Avenue 12
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101 Agnes Street 17
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September 2012 Newsletter

Visit us at www.vancouverheritagefoundation.org

THE SPECIAL ‘VANCOUVER SPECIAL’

What is so special about the Vancouver 
Special? It is probably the most common 
residential house style in Vancouver and 
possibly the only one unique to our city.

Love them or hate them, Specials represent 
an important aspect of our architectural 

heritage. 

Tour inside  ve different and uniquely 
renovated Vancouver Specials! This one-
day, self-guided tour is an opportunity to 
see inside these privately owned, lovingly 

updated Specials.

Saturday September 22, 1pm - 5pm, 

$30 + tax.

To purchase tickets for the VHF’s 
Vancouver Special House Tour visit: 

www.vancouverheritagefoundation.org 

or call 604 264 9642

What’s to be done with Vancouver’s ugly-duckling Specials? Keep 
them, alter  them, even – gosh! – restore them because, love ‘em or 
hate ‘em, they’re the city’s biggest affordable housing resource.
The Vancouver Special evolved in the 1960s from the hipped-roof, 
stucco builders’ cottages of East Vancouver. Those earlier houses from 
the 1940s and ‘50s typically had high basements and a main  oor with 
two bedrooms plus living and kitchen spaces. Builders reckoned it 
made more sense to enter a house by going down a couple of steps 
rather than climbing a set of expensive front stairs (which no longer 
went to a porch anyway), and put the staircase inside the house. 
Signature elements of the evolving Special included a very low-pitched 
gable roof and sliding glass doors that opened from the living room 
onto a shallow balcony with an aluminum railing.
The Specials became controversial when builders exploited a loophole 
in the bylaw (amended in 1974) and created sprawling, 3,000 square-
foot houses on narrow lots where an 1,800 square-foot house was 
the intended maximum. Regardless, they were hugely popular, as the 
boxy design made them easy to convert into duplexes and adapt to 
complex family arrangements. The simple, undecorated style of the 
smaller Specials – originally to reduce costs – hinted at a kind of “poor 
man’s Modernism” that appeals to many design-oriented people in the 
contemporary city.
Builders moved on to a neo-traditional style (in its large form known as 
“the monster house”) in the late 1980s.

adapted from Vanishing Vancouver: The Last 25 Years, by Michael Kluckner

VANCOUVER SPECIAL HOUSE TOUR

Image: Martin Knowles Photo/Media
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WHAT’S NEW

VHF’S NEW LOOK!

VHF’s Evening Lecture Series

PUBLIC TRANSIT: SHAPING VANCOUVER’S URBAN FORM 
AND SOCIAL CHARACTER FOR 100 YEARS
September 25th  / with author & historian Henry Ewert 

VANCOUVER’S ARCHITECTURAL HISTORY: 1886 TO 
TODAY
October 2nd / with Heritage Consultant Donald Luxton

CATALOG SHOPPING FOR HOMES: EARLY VANCOUVER 
HOUSES 
October 30th / with author and historian John Atkin

Location: University Women’s Club at Hycroft, 1489 
McRae Avenue, Shaughnessy 
Tuesday evenings / 7.15–8:30pm / $12 
Register at www.vancouverheritagefoundation.org

Attend all 3 lectures and earn a general elective towards an Old School 
Certificate in Heritage Conservation. AIBC non-core credits available.

Enjoy evening talks that explore Vancouver’s history!

A packed house enjoyed fascinating talks such as Neon in Vancouver at the VHF’s 
Evening Lecture Series at Hycroft in January, February and March this year.

You might have noticed that the Vancouver Heritage Foundation 
has a new look! After a re-branding process working with 
professionals and volunteers, we’re happy to present to you our 
new logo with a new website to follow shortly!

We are very excited about the new logo, while keeping in mind 
that it is only one component of the overall branding process. We 
think that the logo will  t nicely into the big-picture future for the 
VHF. The re-branding process will not dramatically alter our core 
business – we’ll keep on doing what we’re known and respected 
for, but with a fresh outlook that we hope our dedicated followers 
will appreciate and new followers will admire. 

Laneway House Tour

S e e inside laneway homes of  modern 
design & heritage charac ter.

Saturday October 20, 1pm - 5pm, 

$30 + tax.

To purchase tickets for the VHF’s Laneway 
House Tour visit: 

www.vancouverheritagefoundation.org 

or call 604 264 9642

Laneway houses are stirring up neighbourhood 
debate. Are they a blight on our neighbourhoods 
or are they a creative solution to densi  cation and 
a shortage of rental housing? The answer to the 

debate may lie in the design of the laneway house. 
The VHF is once again opening a selection of 

laneway houses built behind existing houses so that 
you can check them out for yourself.

MUSIC IN HERITAGE HOMES 

The VHF, in association with the 
Borealis String Quartet, presents a 
new concert series held over four 
afternoons in four different heritage 
houses, each followed by a high 
tea reception. The dynamic and 
world-class Borealis String Quartet 

Thursdays, 1-4pm, September 13th & 27th, October 11th & 25th

will interprete the music to suit the heritage houses where 
they’ll be playing - these are sure to be special and unique 
performances!  

We’re happy to offer 3 ticket options. You may purchase 
a Series Pass for all 4 concerts for $530 (includes tax) with 
a $250 charitable tax receipt, any 2 concerts for $285.60 
(includes tax) with a $140 charitable tax receipt, or any 1 
concert for $146.60 (includes tax) with an $85 tax receipt. 

Get your tickets (or ticket!) now!
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Heritage Building workshops and lectures teach homeowners and 
industry professionals about working with both heritage and older 
buildings. Professionals in their  elds deliver these sessions in 
lecture and out-in-the-  eld formats. 

This fall will offer the opportunity for a walk-about with former city 
staffer John Atkin giving his zoning walking tour (originally designed 
for new planners at City Hall) to the public for the  rst time. Wood 
Windows will be offered again by heritage industry professional Jim 
Stiven, and our November symposium will bring heritage industry 
professionals together to talk about the current state of heritage 
in Vancouver and discuss the implications of City Hall initiatives 
including affordable housing, density, deconstruction, the density 
bank, the COV Heritage Register, and heritage tools. 

WHAT’S NEW

SCHEDULED COURSES FOR FALL 2012

NEIGHBOURHOOD ZONING: HOW DID THAT 
HAPPEN?
September 15 / 10am-1pm / $30 
Walk with John Atkin from Mount Pleasant to Strathcona 
to compare and understand zoning regulations.

WOOD WINDOWS
October 6th / 9am-5pm / $125 / Mission to Seafarers, 
401 E Waterfront Rd.
Jim Stiven will disassemble and repair painted-shut,  
double hung wood windows with broken sash cords.

HOW TO RESEARCH THE HISTORY OF A 
BUILDING 
@ City of Vancouver Archives 
November 14th / 6.30-8.30pm / $15
 @ Vancouver Public Library 
November 21st / 6.30-8.30pm / free (registration 
required)

Everything you need to know about working with old buildings.

INTERESTED IN A CERTIFICATE IN HERITAGE CONSERVATION? VISIT:  www.vancouverher itagefoundation.org

Master painter Colin Griffi nson 
showed workshop attendees how to 
prepare and strip interior paint on 
February 13th.

Looking for Continuing Education Credits? We’re 
pleased that the following organizations offer 
credits to their members for Old School courses: 
AIBC, PIBC, BCLA, AIBC, BOABC

FOR MORE INFORMATION & TO REGISTER 
VISIT: www.vancouverheritagefoundation.org

Did you know: 2 seats per course are free to 
VHF volunteers! One of the many bene  ts of 
volunteering for the VHF - sign up to become a 
volunteer now!

HERITAGE BUILDING WORKSHOPS; 
OLD SCHOOL

PHOTO RECAP OF SPRING COURSES

Shingles, Shiplap & Stucco: Your House Exteriors Explained workshop on 
June 23rd led by heritage consultant Jeannette Hlavach and architect Eric 
Pattison. Neighbourhood walkabouts allowed attendees to see real world 
examples.

Look out for...

HERITAGE CONSERVATION IN VANCOUVER: 
WHAT HAS BEEN ACHIEVED & HOW DOES IT FIT 
INTO CURRENT PRIORITIES
November 16th  / 9am – 2pm  / $100 / SFU Segal 
Graduate School of Business.
A heritage symposium to convene people from 
across local government, industry, academia and the 
general public to discuss strategic issues for heritage 
conservation in Vancouver. This event will mark the 
26th year of the COV Heritage Conservation Program. 
The Vancouver Heritage Foundation will present its 
white paper findings carried out by a public policy 
analyst offering a ‘state of the union’ look at the 
recent past, present and possible future for heritage 
conservation in Vancouver. A day not to miss for 
anyone that values architectural heritage.

2012 has been another year of great volunteer involvement. 165 
volunteers helped make the 10th Annual Heritage House Tour a great 
success on June 3rd, and over twenty volunteers came out to the 
Richmond warehouse before, during and after to help set up and run 
the salvage sale in May! A few dozen more will help with the upcoming 
Vancouver Special and Laneway House Tours.

SAVE THE DATE!  We look forward to thanking and honouring our 
volunteers this year on the evening of Tuesday December 4th with a 
reception and talk about the fabulous stained glass at the Canadian 
Memorial Church at Burrard & West 16th – more information will be 
coming your way in the Fall!

And  nally, the new t-shirt is here! Vancouver Special volunteers will 
get the  rst peek at the new Volunteer t-shirt, for use at all events, 
designed with the VHF’s new look!

Volunteers update
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The VHF offers four different grants to heritage building owners 
to assist with the ongoing maintenance and repair of buildings 
listed on the COV Heritage Register. Heritage homeowners 
are the recipients of the bulk of our grants, but in 2012 the 
Japanese Language School and the Manor Housing Co-op 
were also recipients of grants for heritage restoration work. 
Two houses received True Colours grants to restore the houses’ 
original paint schemes from the time of their construction. 
Grants were also offered to assist with projects such as a new 
roof, a sleeping porch repair, and the complete restoration of a 
lost historic porch on a BC Mills prefabricated cottage.

Grants available:

• True Colours: $1500 and free paint from Benjamin 
Moore to paint your house in its original construction-
era paint scheme

• Restore It!: up to $2000 to the maximum of 50% of the 
cost of a repair or restoration project

• Get on the Register: up to $500 to a maximum of 
50% of the cost of a Statement of Signi  cance for 
application to the Vancouver Heritage Register

• House Call: up to $500 to a maximum of 50% of the 
cost of a site visit and drafting of a Conservation 
Report for the long term conservation of a house

Applications are available online along with more information 

about each grant program: vancouverheritagefoundation.org

VHF 2013 Granting Programs
Application deadline: February 1, 2013 

Brown Bag Lunch & Learn

Come learn about the City’s development through 
provocative presentations by people changing, 
preserving and documenting Vancouver’s architectural 
story. Hear about programs that have been saving 
heritage in Vancouver, the continuing story of Gastown, 
and one architectural historian’s look at Vancouver.

Where: BCIT Downtown Campus, 555 Seymour  
 St.
When: 12 noon – 1:30 pm
Cost: $12 includes hst

Date:      Wednesday, September 19th 
Topic:     ‘Planning tools to help conserve   
 heritage: a look at revitalization   
 projects’
Speaker: James Boldt, COV Heritage Planner 

Date: Wednesday, October 24th
Topic: ‘Gastown Revitalization: Against The  
 Grain’
Speaker: Mark Brand,  Mark Brand Inc

Date: Wednesday, November 21st
Topic:  ‘Exploring Vancouver: The Architectural  
 Guide, 4th Ed.’
Speaker: Author Hal Kalman 

WHAT’S NEW

fall walking tours 
We’ve had such fun on the walking tours so far this year! Thanks to those that have joined us on a tour 
or three or five already! Make sure to catch one of the remaining tours this year in our Fall season. Walks 
are still only $12 inclusive of tax. 

Downtown Vancouver Public Art Walking Tour / September 8 / 10am-noon / inaugural guided public art walk with 
Rachel Lafo, art curator, writer, consultant and lecturer: An opportunity to visit great public art works and hear the 
stories behind them and their impact on the art world and Vancouver. 

Art Deco / September 14 / noon-1.30pm / with Maurice Guibord: From the iconic Marine Building to lesser-known 
examples in the downtown core, come explore this fascinating architectural style.

Burrard Street /  September 28 / noon-1.30pm / with Maurice Guibord: Home to the city’s financial district as well 
as many historic structures, come experience the hustle and bustle of the Burrard Street corridor.

Nelson & Thurlow: West End Apartments / October 13 / 10am-noon / with John Atkin: The West End is known for 
its high rises, but the neighbourhood also possesses some exceptional early apartment houses dating to before and 

just after WW1.

Nelson & Thurlow: West End Houses / October 27 / 10am-noon / with John Atkin: There are still a number of fine 

houses to be found nestled amongst the towers in the West End, despite development over the years.

Thank you to our 2012 
Walking Tour Sponsor:
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WHAT’S NEW

Get involved and discover Vancouver’s 
history! 2012 has been full of exciting 
plaque presentations and installations all 
over the city.

Join us at any of the public plaque 
presentations each month until the end 
of November 2012. The list of upcoming 
presentations is constantly updated on our 
Places That Matter webpage. Follow us on 
twitter @VanHeritage #PlacesThatMatter 
or visit our Facebook page to also find out 
about presentation details.

We’ve added a QR code to the plaques so 
that smartphone users can go directly to 
the Places That Matter webpage on the 
VHF’s website. There you’ll find detailed 
information about each nominated site. 

Support the Project!
Over 30 independent sponsors have 
supported the Places That Matter plaque 
project by sponsoring a plaque in their 
name or in the name of someone special 
to the site. If you are interested in 
sponsoring a plaque, please contact the 
VHF at 604-264-9642.

Thank you for being a part of Places 
That Matter!
For the past year I have had the privilege of 
meeting people from every neighbourhood in 
the city and from all walks of life. Every site is 
unique, and no two plaque celebrations are the 
same. Being a part of this project has made me 
look at Vancouver in a completely new light. I 
realize that even though we may be 126 years 
old, there are so many great stories to learn 
from and so much more history that has not 
been told. Places That Matter is an attempt to 
tell that history.

Thank you to the historians, families, businesses, 
sponsors, the Park Board, archivists, Vancouver 
Heritage Foundation Board of Directors, Site 
Selection Committee members, City Councillors, 
MLAs, the City of Vancouver, BIAs, Anchor 
Signs, community groups, community centres, 
educators, interested individuals, writers and 
the media for supporting a project that hopes 
to spark a love of history and heritage in 
Vancouver. Looking forward to seeing you at a 
plaque presentation in the near future.

Jessica Quan

Special Project Coordinator, Places That Matter

jessica@vancouverheritagefoundation.org

PLACES THAT MATTER A commemorative plaque project marking 
Vancouver’s 125th Anniversary.

A selection of Places That Matter plaque 
presentations - no two are the same!

Thank you to everybody that has 
supported this fantastic project 
celebrating Vancouver’s unique history!

Benny’s Market Cambie Heating & Plumbing Historic Joy Kogawa House

Dayton Boots FactoryKing Edward School Wall

Gospel Mission/Louvre Hotel Vancouver Folk Music Festival Lakeview Disaster

Kensington Park View Ace Cycles Choklit Park

Ruth Morton Baptist ChurchCollingwood LibraryBalaclava Block

Del Mar Inn Strathcona Gardens
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HERITAGE HOUSE TOUR JUNE 2012

VHF Social Media Report

Architectural salvage bargains galore

The VHF held its second annual Salvage Sale, again at the warehouse in 

Richmond thanks to a reprieve from the new owners, Cressey. The sale 

raised almost $5000 and placed stained glass, hardware, lighting, doors 

and a great old desk into new homes. A Dutch door has moved to 70 Mile 

House! A blowout sale was held in August to sell the remaining items as the 

warehouse will be making way for a new development. We will let you know 

when our next salvage venture starts up again!

Thank you to our volunteers for helping us with the sale! A special thank you 

to Peter, Daryl, Eleanore and Helen for coming to the warehouse multiple 

days and going more than an extra mile!

Thank you also to our generous donors: Dallas Brodie, Donna Dellorre, Sandra 

Thrasher, Teresa Frolek, Robert McNutt, Helen Wood, Mike Pariso, Michael 

Riste, Mary Ann Clark, Judith Macdonald, Alan Deeth, John Blackmer, James 

Evans, James Carruthers, Judith and Poul Hansen, Carol Reimer, Thyrza Cohen, 

the ReStore, Anna Camporese, Dr. Peter Yorke, Eric Cohen, Anne Lidstone, 

Lesley Shepard and Jim Stiven.

On Sunday June 3rd,  fteen spaces in ten very unique buildings opened to over 
a thousand visitors. A 28 page illustrated guidebook ticket allowed tour goers to 
 nd their way from house to house (or from church conversion to storefront and 
bank revitalization to house this year!) to visit unique heritage buildings and hear 
their stories from 165 enthusiastic volunteers. View the 2012 guidebook on the 
tour page at: www.vancouverheritagefoundation.org

The VHF is always open to suggestions for houses and buildings on future 
tours. This year we opened two revitalized storefronts and continue to look 
for interesting homes and stories about Vancouver’s history to open to tour 
attendees.

Thank you to the Heritage House Tour sponsors: Alexander Holburn Beaudin 
& Lang LLP, Buntain Insurance Agencies, Chubb Insurance Company of 
Canada, GNK Insurance Services, Jakobsen Associates, Odlum Brown Limited, 
Paradigm Kitchen Design, Smallworks.

Thank you to the event In-Kind sponsors: City of Vancouver Archives, Martin 
Knowles Photo/Media, RR Donnelly, US Consul General.

A big big thank you to the 165 volunteers who made the tour possible again 
this year! We are delighted that 75% of our volunteers are return volunteers 
who come back year after year! Thank you to the House Captains who went 
above and beyond this year: Jeannie Bates, Nicki Collingwood, Jack Fraser, 
Jean Fraser, Bonnie Gabel, Brenda Harrison, Paul Nursey, Kathy Reichert, 
Roberta Robertson and Karen Russell.

Thank you to the hospitable homeowners for so generously allowing us to 
visit their homes: Ric Arboit & Ida Avignoni, Georgina & Tom Arntzen, John 
Blackmer & Mark Oldham, Mark Finlay & Mary Moltman, Janaki Larsen & 
Pascale Roy, Lindsay Miles & Edwina Houlihan, Valerie & Murray Nunns, Brian 
Roche & Cheryl Knopp, Carol Sawyer & Mike O’Connell, Anthea & Jason 
Stavru-Johnson, Jerry Prussin & Norah Johnson, and Kerri-Lee & Tim Watson.

SPRING RECAP

SALVAGE SALE / MAY 12th 2012

A special thank you to Cressey!

With the help of our social media coordinator Anthony, VHF 

Facebook and Twitter pages have been very active! It’s great to be 

able to expand our social media presence allowing us to engage 

in some interesting conversations, build new relationships, get our 

message out there and hear your feedback. We know that people 

are loving seeing all the images that we’re putting up, especially 

before and after photos. The social media contests we’ve run have 

been great! The We Heart Heritage Buildings contest encouraged 

Vancouverites to slow down and see the  heritage buildings around 

them, take a photo of their favourite and upload it to our Facebook 

page. The contest was a success and winner Chris Yakimov will be 

enjoying a night at the Manor Guest House, a beautiful heritage 

B&B in Mt Pleasant. 

Be sure to like us on Facebook: TheVancouverHeritageFoundation 

and follow us on Twitter: @VanHeritage Tour day fun! L-R clockwise: Lining up to get inside the fi rst house at 10am; volunteers ready to greet 
visitors; a helpful homeowner talking with visitors; keen tour-goers cycling their way around the 
Heritage House Tour; checking out interiors; deciding where to go next.
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It is has been a busy spring and summer at the VHF with 3000 people enjoying  
more than two dozen walking tours, touring the National Historic Site at Stave 
Lake Powerhouse, visiting the  fteen houses open on the Heritage House and 
Mid-Century Modern Tours and attending a wide array of lectures and workshops.   
Public programs that educate and raise awareness about the importance of 
conserving heritage buildings is a year round endeavour at the Foundation, and we 
love that so many people are enthusiastically participating in our activities.  

Marta Farevaag, VHF Chair 2012

Message from the Chair
VANCOUVER HERITAGE FOUNDATION

402 - 510 West Hastings Street

Vancouver BC V6B 1L8 

tel: 604 264 9642  

mail@vancouverheritagefoundation.org

www.vancouverheritagefoundation.org

Charitable Registration # 891765968
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Editor, BIV Media Group

Mollie Massie
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Paul Nursey

VP Strategic & Corporate Communications, Canadian 
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President, Quinton Construction Limited

Andre Rowland

Principal, Andre Rowland Architect

Barbara Vanderburgh
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The Vancouver Heritage Foundation is a charitable 

organization supporting the conservation of 

Vancouver’s built heritage through public aware-

ness and education activities, granting programs 
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protect Vancouver’s built heritage in perpetuity.

Through special projects the VHF expands the reach of our message that heritage sites and their 
stories matter to our city.  Our unique history strengthens our sense of place and sets us apart from 
other cities.  Popping up around the city are Places That Matter plaques that recognize people, places 
and events that have shaped Vancouver.  Take a moment to read the text and perhaps scan the QR 
code to read more.  

Partnerships are an important way the VHF reaches new audiences.  Coming in September is a 
partnership with the Borealis String Quartet bringing beautiful music into stunning heritage homes for 
four afternoon concerts; and the lectures in partnership with University Women’s Club at Hycroft will 
continue in the Fall.  

After 25 years of heritage conservation policies and programs the Foundation has commissioned a 
public policy researcher to examine what has been accomplished during this time, and how we might 
maintain relevancy among City priorities of affordability, densi  cation and sustainability.  Watch for the 
release of the White Paper later this Fall.  

The end of the summer sees the departure of our summer students and we are sad to say good-bye 
to Alex Salaveria who worked so ably to complete the vancouverhousestyles.com web tool, and to 
Anthony Stahl who launched us into the world of social media.  Thank you for inspiring us!  

Please consider a gift to VHF when we call on you during our Friends of the Foundation campaign this 
Fall because your support helps us to develop new, exciting programs that highlight the history and 
heritage of our city.  

FRIENDS OF VHF ANNUAL CAMPAIGN
In late October the VHF will send out its annual ‘Friends of the Foundation’ campaign letters.  This 

campaign, along with our other fundraising endeavours, raises about 75% of our annual operating budget.  

Please respond generously!  Your gifts help us to turn our creative ideas for unique, award-winning 

programs that educate and raise awareness about saving heritage buildings into action.  Thank you!

ABOUT VHF

Exciting things to come this fall...
• The launch of vancouverhousestyles.com - an interactive web tool that explains and 

identi  es 16 unique Vancouver house styles and de  nes locally used architectural 
terminology associated with the various styles.  Developed by a team of volunteers 
and summer students, the web tool will be located on the new VHF website that will 
be launched in mid-September and is aimed at helping answer peoples basic questions 
about Vancouver houses.  

• The VHF is launching another map guide.  This time we are researching and writing a 
guide to the history and buildings along West Hastings Street from Thurlow Street to 
Victory Square.  With the content developed by historian, author and artist, Michael 
Kluckner, the map guide will be available in both print and on line.  Up next will be a 
map guide to the Eastern portion of Hastings Street. 
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 - Evening Lecture Series

 - Heritage Building Workshops; 

Old School

 - Fall Walking Tours

 - Brown Bag Lunch and Learn
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 - AND MORE

September 2012 Newsletter

Suite 402 - 510 West Hastings Street
Vancouver BC V6B 1L8

September 2012 Newsletter

31



HERITAGE WEEK 2013 

Heritage Homes and 
Neighbourhoods
Location, location, location.  These, according to the wisdom of the real estate 
industry, are the three most important selling points when marketing a residential 
property.

But what about location?  What makes a good one?  What do you think is the 
ideal place to live?  Maybe it’s tree-lined streets, a neighbourhood that is walkable, 
pedestrian friendly, and close to shopping with a village atmosphere.  A street with 
attractive homes and well-tended gardens.  A neighbourhood that looks comfortable 
and lived in, and just feels right.

When you find such a place, it’s probably an historic neighbourhood, a district 
established in an earlier era that, like good wine, has slowly arrived at a mellow 
maturity.  Many of the homes could be called “heritage”, but they are not necessarily 
grand or great examples of fine architectural design.  There may be a variety of 
vintages, styles and sizes that combine in a pleasing blend.

It is not surprising that historic neighbourhoods in B.C. communities are usually 
considered very desirable places to live.  Heritage homes generally sell well and 
command a premium price.  They tend to hold their value, even during economic 
slow downs.  The supply is limited and the demand is strong.

In this issue, we look at one such historic neighbourhood, Strathcona in Vancouver.  
The city’s oldest, Strathcona exemplifies all the qualities of a mature and evolving 
residential district that continues to adapt to a changing world.  See full story page 6... www.heritagebc.ca

41 BC LIGHTHOUSES NOMINATED 
RESPONDING TO BILL C-38 

HERITAGE BC BUSINESS CASE STUDY 
2

PEOPLE IN THE NEWS  
3

WHAT IS AN  Économusée? 
NEW (OLD) LIGHTS FOR IRVING HOUSE 
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STRATHCONA: 
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HERITAGE BC CONFERENCE 2012 
OCTOBER 19 & 20 

12

Summer 2012
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“With all this change, can we  
reasonably hope for a change of 
heart as well, at least as far  
as heritage is concerned?”

www.heritagebc.ca

HERITAGE BC  

Business Case Study Underway
The provincial government has commissioned Earthvoice Strategies Inc. to develop 
a business case for Heritage BC.  The project involves identifying, evaluating and 
making recommendations on business and/or operational models that will establish a 
sustainable and increasingly self-sufficient organization and reaffirm Heritage BC’s role 
within the heritage sector.

The project is divided into two phases, with the first being completed by mid September.  
The ministry and Heritage BC will then determine whether the study proceeds to  
Phase II.

ADVOCACY  

Responding to Bill C-38
The federal omnibus budget bill enacted earlier this year, Bill C-38, included cuts to 
many departments and agencies, not least Parks Canada.  The cuts include extensive 
layoffs, terminations and loss of positions.  To take one example, there will be a “massive” 
reduction in the number of archaeologists employed by Parks Canada right across the 
country, according to the Canadian Archaeological Association

In a letter to Prime Minister Harper, the CAA states that after the cuts there will be 
only 12 archaeologists and eight conservators left to support 218 national parks, historic 
sites and marine conservation areas.  Interpretation staff will also be severely reduced.  
Collections of artifacts are being boxed up and sent from Calgary, Winnipeg, Cornwall, 
Quebec City and Halifax to a central storage facility in Ottawa.

Heritage BC wrote to Mr. Kent in June to express our concerns about the budget 
cuts and the continuing decline in support for heritage conservation by the federal 
government.

Spread the word! 
 Heritage bc is on facebook.

HBC CONFERENCE 2012

Register Now
Forum 

Friday, October 19 
Shadbolt Centre 

Burnaby
• 

Walking Tour 
Saturday, October 20 

Strathcona 
Neighbourhood

LIGHTHOUSE PROTECTION ACT  

41 Lighthouses Nominated in BC
After the federal Heritage Lighthouse Protection Act was passed in 2010, Canadians had 
two years to nominate lighthouses for protection.  A year ago, Heritage BC Quarterly 
reported that, halfway through the process, things were going pretty slowly.  Only 56 out 
of many hundreds of lighthouses across Canada had been nominated, and of these only 
three were in B.C.

Fortunately, the pace picked up considerably in Year Two.  By the deadline of May 29, 
2012, 348 lighthouses had been nominated nationally, with 41 in B.C.  All nominations 
are listed on the Parks Canada website.

The next step is consideration of all nominations by the federal Minister of the 
Environment, assisted by the Historic Sites and Monuments Board.   Decisions must be 
made within three years, by May 29, 2015.  Lighthouses designated under the Act will be 
subject to protection and standards for conservation.  The fly in the ointment, however, 
is the requirement that nominators must also come up with a business plan in the case 
of lighthouses that have been declared surplus by the custodial department, Fisheries 
and Oceans Canada.  To receive designation, a viable business plan must be received 
and accepted within the three-year window.  A lot of nominators will presumably be 
sharpening their pencils in the months to come.
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PEOPLE IN THE NEWS

Nicolas Bawlf
One of the province’s pre-eminent practitioners of heritage conservation and 
rehabilitation has died at the age of 74.

An award-winning graduate of the U.B.C. School of Architecture, Nick practiced in 
England, Ireland and Denmark before settling in Victoria in 1972.  His iconic projects 
ranged from the creation of Market Square to restoration work on cathedrals, 
synagogues, Victoria City Hall, historic ranches and provincial heritage sites.  In 1986 his 
firm won the design competition for the Victoria Conference Centre.

An accomplished artist with a passion for First Nations’ culture, Nick was a larger-than-
life personality who lived life on his own terms and was remembered by all who met 
him as a gentle and gifted man.

Bill Barlee
Well known politician, historian and heritage enthusiast Bill Barlee passed away this 
spring at the age of 80.  A school teacher, Bill began his heritage career with his own 
magazine, Canada West, in the 1960s.  Over the years he wrote a number of popular 
books on B.C. history, hosted the television program, Gold Trails and Ghost Towns, and 
ran his own museum.  He entered provincial politics in 1988, being elected MLA for 
Boundary-Similkameen.  When the NDP took power in 1991, Bill was appointed to the 
cabinet, serving first as minister of agriculture, fisheries and food, and then moving to 
small business, tourism and culture.  In this latter post he was responsible for heritage, 
and initiated a number of projects to promote heritage tourism.

Heritage Branch Director Recognized
Heritage Branch Director Jennifer Iredale has been named a Fellow of the Cascadia 
Green Building Council for her work in the green building movement. The award, 
presented at the 2012 Living Futures Conference in Portland, Oregon, recognizes the 
efforts of Jennifer and the Heritage Branch to promote environmental sustainability 
in building rehabilitation.  Most recently, the Branch has collaborated with Cascadia 
to produce training resources based on “The Greenest Building: Quantifying the 
Environmental Value of Building Reuse,” a 2011 report that provides the most 
comprehensive analysis to date of the potential of environmental impact reductions 
associated with building reuse.  

Jonathan Yardley Honoured
Last September, Jonathan Yardley of Salt Spring Island was presented with the Canadian 
Association of Heritage Professional’s Lifetime Achievement Award for his “outstanding 
contribution and dedication to the field of Heritage Conservation”.  An architect 
specializing in conservation, Jonathan has practiced in B.C. since the 1960’s, and has 
served as the president of Heritage BC.  The award was presented in Victoria during the 
CAHP annual conference.

JENNIFER IREDALE

NICHOLAS BAWLF
1938-2012 

(Portrait by Judy McLaren)

Follow the latest news  
on our website:
» www.heritagebc.ca

34



HERITAGE TOURISM

What is an Économusée?  
What is an Économusée?  According to the Économusée British Columbia web site, 
it is “a for-profit craft or agrifood business that uses authentic, traditional production 
techniques or know-how.  It is a living environment that showcases artisans by opening 
their studios or workshops to the public and providing visitors with a unique and genuine 
learning experience”.  Each Économusée operates a shop where it sells quality products 
representative of the business and its region.

The Économusée concept has been thriving in Quebec for two decades and is now 
popular in Atlantic Canada and northern Europe as well.  Three years ago, the Société 
de développement économique de la Colombie-Britannique (SDECB), ventured into 
Quebec to have a closer look at some économusées in action, travelling the backroads 
and byways to meet artisans and hear their stories.  The result was Économusée British 
Columbia.  Incubated by the SDECB, the project is overseen by committees with 
representatives from culture, tourism, agriculture and economic development.

So what does the Économusée offer the visitor?  More than just a shopping experience, 
a visit includes interpretation of traditional craft or trade, a workshop where you can 
interact with artisans at work, the opportunity to taste, touch and smell, and, of course, 
to purchase the artisan’s product on site.

The project has brought its first two Vancouver Island artisans on stream this summer:  
Merridale Cider Estate near Mill Bay and Hazelwood Herb Farm near Ladysmith.  

Économusée British Columbia has been working closely with the Heritage Tourism 
Alliance, of which Heritage BC is an executive member.  This promises to be a productive 
and mutually beneficial relationship as the two organizations fulfill their mandates to 
provide a quality, sustainable heritage tourism experience.

New (Old) Lights for Irving House  
Located in the historic heart of New Westminster, the 1865 Irving House is one of B.C.’s 
earliest and finest surviving homes. Owned and designated by the City of New Westminster, 
Irving House is operated as a historic house museum.

Anyone familiar with restoring such a treasured historic site will appreciate the challenges 
involved in bringing the electrical system up to code. Irving House is in the midst of an upgrade 
— repairing some historic light fixtures and replacing others that are inappropriate or missing.

The house was first wired around 1908 to 1912, and it is not an easy task to find fixtures from 
that era that are historically correct and certified to current standards.  Waterglass Studios 
in Victoria had prepared a fixture plan that included a number of stylistically appropriate 
replacement fixtures which would be “correct” for the house and era, and effective for site 
interpretation.  Some would be restored fixtures, others would be replicas. 

As luck would have it, Waterglass is also involved with a project to rehabilitate the Wentworth 
Villa on Fort Street in Victoria. Dating from the same era, Wentworth was originally wired 
about the same time as Irving House, and remarkably many of the original light fixtures are still 
in place. Some of them, however, must be removed as part of the rehabilitation project.

Waterglass Studios has proposed that three of the Wentworth fixtures are right for 
installation in Irving House, and project architect Eric Pattison and museum curator Oana 
Capota have supported the idea.  So three rare, century-old light fixtures will be restored to 
find a new home in the entrance hall and two of the bedrooms of Irving House: one will hang 
over Capt. William Irving’s original Victorian bedstead.

This is a good story about the importance of the careful research, attention to detail, and 
sometimes just plain opportunism that are part of any good restoration project.

The first two sites  
join the Économusée BC project: 

Merridale Cider Estate 
Hazellwood Herb Farm

4

MLA Jon Les and  
owner Janet Docherty cut the ribbon 

at Merridale Cider Estate
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HERITAGE AT RISK

Saving The Paramount
Chilliwack’s Paramount Theatre is hanging by a thread.  The 1949 single-screen movie house has been standing idle for almost 
two years since the last show in November of 2010.  Accepted by the City as a gift from the owner, it has become something of a 
white elephant.  A call for proposals in 2011 generated just a couple of ideas and no business plan.  When an adjacent, structurally 
interconnected building was slated for demolition, the crew offered to take down the theatre along with it, free of charge.  With no 
good prospects in the offing, and faced with costs for repairs, staff recommended that Council accept the proposal.

People, however, get attached to their movie theatres, especially those older mainstreet venues like this one.  Chilliwack is no 
different, and a predictable ground swell has emerged in a bid to stop demolition.  On March 6, Chilliwack Mayor and Council 
revealed their own ambivalence about the Paramount.  Not seeing much hope for the old theatre, they remained reluctant to pass 
sentence of death.  The predictable result was a stay of execution.  On June 21, the newly-formed Save the Paramount Theatre group 
submitted a business proposal to operate the venue once more as a movie house, showing vintage and non-mainstream films.  There 
has been a lot of community support and media coverage.  A fund raising campaign has garnered more than $10,000 in pledges.  

Chilliwack’s Paramount Theatre is a classic story of small town, mid-20th century life in Canada.  This may be one of the reasons why 
it was selected for Heritage Canada’s 2012 Top 10 Endangered Places list.  

The Sikh Temple, Paldi
A failed development scheme has put the Sikh temple at Paldi, west of Duncan 
on Vancouver Island, at risk.  The temple, or gurdwara, and adjoining land are 
the subject of a court-ordered sale;  the Sikh community, meanwhile, says the 
temple must be saved and should be a National Historic Site.

Paldi is a company town, founded by entrepreneur Mayo Singh almost a century 
ago, who named it after his home village in the District of Hoshiapur in Punjab.  
The sawmilling operation he established there prospered and attracted many 
workers and their families.  At its zenith, Paldi had 1,500 inhabitants and its own 
school.  The temple was built by the community in 1917.  While the temple 
filled important religious functions for the largely Sikh population, it also served 
as the community centre.

Paldi was reduced to a ghost town after the booming forest industry waned.  Mayo Singh’s grandson, Davinder Mayo, is the 
president of the temple, but the family is unable to keep up with repairs.  Now that an ambitious development scheme by another 
descendant to build a new residential community of 500 homes has fallen through, the temple is threatened by a court-ordered 
sale.  The asking price is $1.65 million.

Members of the Sikh community from the Cowichan Valley, Surrey, and even from the state of Punjab in India have responded to 
the plight of the Paldi gurdwara.  The president of the World Sikh Organization, Prem Singh Vinning, has called on the Cowichan 
Valley Regional District to extend heritage protection to the temple and adjacent lands.  The organization also says the temple 
should be designated as a National Historic Site.  The Gur Sikh temple in Abbotsford was designated a National Historic Site  
in 2002.

5

PaRAMOUNT THEATRE c1950 
CREDIT: P2573 CHILLiwack museum

SIKH TEMPLE, PALDI
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Strathcona
Vancouver’s Oldest Neighbourhood
The adjective “unique” crops up much too often, but in the case of Strathcona, Vancouver’s oldest neighbourhood,  
it is entirely appropriate, even essential.

Strathcona is a residential neighbourhood of older homes, and much more.  It encompasses a cosmopolitan mix of 
ethnic communities and social and economic classes, combines blocks of quiet, pedestrian-friendly streets and traffic-
choked thoroughfares, has heritage houses alongside industrial buildings, and rubs shoulders with some pretty tough 
neighbours.  And if you think you know Strathcona, just wait a while as it changes and evolves once again.

Beginning as a rough-and-ready community that grew up in close proximity to the Hastings Mill, Vancouver’s first commercial 
enterprise dating from the 1860s, Strathcona expanded south and east from the mill site on Burrard Inlet.  It wasn’t called Strathcona  
then, just the East End.  After the arrival of the CPR in 1887, Vancouver boomed and the burgeoning wealthy elite soon colonized 
other more salubrious locations.  The East End became a working class neighbourhood, one that included the whole mix of  
immigrant populations drawn to the city looking for work.  Much of the vintage housing stock that remains today reflects this  
period, expressed architecturally in modest one and two-story wood-framed houses in Victorian and folk styles seldom found in 
other parts of Vancouver.

As a working class, ethnic neighbourhood, the East End, or Strathcona as it eventually came to be called, probably because of 
Strathcona Elementary School, did not get a lot of respect from City Hall.  Vancouver’s first zoning bylaw zoned much of the area  
as six-story industrial, sending the residential neighbourhood into decline.  The resulting blight was characterized as a slum in the 
1950s and Strathcona became the target of a City urban renewal scheme to demolish whole blocks of housing to be replaced by  
new, multi-unit developments.

The urban renewal plan did not succeed, just as later plans to run a freeway through the area that would have decimated  
neighboring Chinatown and Gastown were resisted and eventually defeated.  It is because of this tradition of community activism  
in East Vancouver that the city still has its urban historic districts and the neighbourhood of Strathcona.

Eventually, the city listened to the residents of Strathcona and the result was a unique zoning called RT-3.  The zoning is designed to 
promote the conservation of streetscape and neighbourhood character by encouraging the rehabilitation and restoration of heritage 
homes and buildings.  Opportunities for appropriate redevelopment encourage affordable housing and eco-density, two important 
objectives for the City.

Heritage Homes & 
Neighbourhoods 
is the theme for  
Heritage Week 2013.  
Historic neighbourhoods 
are more than a great 
place to live – they  
provide a sense of pride 
and stability for the  
entire community.
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Strathcona North: Endangered?
Heritage Vancouver’s 2012 “Top 10 Endangered” list includes Strathcona North.

What sets the north of Strathcona apart, literally, from the rest is Hastings Street, an east-west divide that has set the two areas of 
the district along different paths.  While the rest of Strathcona, under special RT3 zoning, is experiencing residential renewal and some 
gentrification, bringing in new homeowners and new investments, the north side of Hastings, bordering Burrard Inlet with its rail yards 
and port facilities, has a decidedly more industrial character.  Nonetheless, says Heritage Vancouver, North Strathcona holds some of 
the city’s oldest homes.  Few are protected, and some are threatened with demolition.  The overall heritage and character of the area 
“face possible erosion due to continuing pressure to build social housing and other amenities…”.  Generally, City policies and planning 
have treated Strathcona north and south very differently.  Closer to the east side of downtown Vancouver, social problems are also 
undermining the economic viability of Strathcona North.

Heritage Vancouver is proposing a number of steps to turn things around, among them extending the RT-3 zoning north of Hastings 
and establishing a clear definition of Strathcona that incorporates the areas on both sides; maintaining a mixture of residential, 
commercial and industrial uses; and finding a creative way to revitalize East Hastings as a retail zone.

In recent years, Strathcona has been undergoing another phase in its continuing evolution.  As house prices in Vancouver skyrocketed, 
making it the most expensive place in the country to live, many homebuyers, especially younger people looking for a way to get into 
the market, were attracted by the (comparatively) more modest cost of houses available in Strathcona.  For those willing to accept a 
somewhat funkier lifestyle, Strathcona has a lot to offer:  heritage homes, and a pleasant, informal “neighbourly” feel with small parks, 
corner stores, and many tree-lined streets.  The result has been an influx of keen new homeowners and a general trend towards 
“gentrification”.  And of course, this new interest brings in investment, pushes up house prices and increases the residential tax base.  

Strathcona’s status as a “neighbourhood on the rise” was confirmed earlier this year when it made the This Old House 2012 Best 
Old House Neighbourhoods list:  “The neighborhood is a few minutes from downtown Vancouver (pop. 600,000) and adjacent to 
Chinatown. Many houses have detached garages set along alleyways; thanks to new zoning laws, these can be converted into rental 
properties if desired.”   

But Strathcona is a long way from getting too precious.  It remains an alternative lifestyle to more conventional expectations of 
suburbia, shopping malls, security and stylistic uniformity. For many, this is all part of the feisty charm of Strathcona.  In the true 
Strathcona tradition, residents are proud of their neighbourhood and determined to preserve its many values and complex character.  
Like a unique old heritage home, Strathcona is full of quirks, not everything works the way it should, and sometimes the owners 
wonder why they live there, but ultimately they couldn’t live any where else.

historic architecture, gardens, corner coffee shops and tree-lined streets all contribute to the distinctive Strathcona 
appeal.  Far right:  The house at 502 Alexander Street in North Strathcona, built in 1888, is currently the subject of a 
demolition permit application
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EDITORIAL COMMENT 

What Makes a Good CHC?
There is a story on the next page about Nelson’s Community Heritage Commission, 
or CHC, which recently was disbanded by City Hall . As often happens in such cases, 
there is some contentious debate about the move, the motivations, and the potential 
consequences.

One of the good things about this sort of controversy is that it 
encourages us to revisit some basic questions.  What is a CHC 
and what does it do?  Who should be on a CHC?  What makes 
a good one?

The 1977 Heritage Conservation Act first empowered local 
government to set up heritage advisory committees.  Under 
the 1994 Heritage Conservation Statutes Amendment Act, 
these became Community Heritage Commissions.

The fundamental purpose of a CHC, I believe, is to advise 
Council.  In a province where the balance of responsibility 
and authority for heritage conservation has been delegated 
by the province to the local level, this is clearly an important 
function.  While a CHC may be charged by Council, under the 
establishing bylaw, to carry out a wide variety of tasks and responsibilities, the essential 
thing is that the CHC is the creation and creature of local government.  It is not an 
independent agent, like a heritage organization registered under the Society Act.  So the 
focus of the CHC should always be on the municipal program.  Of course, where there 
really is no program, this is a challenge for CHC members, who may end up feeling that 
somehow it is their job to create one.  It isn’t.  In the end, it is Council that must make 
the decision to establish a heritage program.  A CHC can only function as part of a well 
thought-out whole.  Here, staff play a critical role, working with both Council and the 
volunteer CHC, in a supporting and advisory capacity.

Membership is important.  While many CHC members bring a special knowledge of 
history and heritage, I would say that, while this is important, the CHC is more than 
a body of “experts”.  It is meant to be a citizen’s advisory panel that should broadly 
represent the various interests of the community, including business, development  
and commerce.

A well functioning CHC can be an invaluable asset to a community heritage program.  
But it can only achieve this end if it is given sound terms of reference and is regarded 
with respect by the Council it reports to.  And a CHC cannot be expected to function in 
isolation, in the absence of a program with clear objectives and the necessary resources, 
including at least a minimum of staff support.

If you look around the province, you will find that CHCs can only be effective when part 
of a sound overall program, while in every good heritage program there should be a CHC 
that provides essential support, perspective and community feedback.  

There are over 40 CHCs in B.C. and many of them will be at the annual CHC Conference 
in Nanaimo this fall.  Look for details on the HBC website:

» www.heritagebc.ca////// 

“A well functioning CHC  
can be an invaluable asset  

to a community  
heritage program... 

but it cannot be expected  
to function in isolation,  

in the absence of a program  
with clear objectives and  

the necessary resources...”

RICK GOODACRE
EXECuTIVE DIRECTOR 

Heritage BC
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COMMUNITY HERITAGE COMMISSIONS 

Nelson Folds Up CHC
On May 30 the City of Nelson released a backgrounder outlining some recent changes 
to municipal commissions.  Included was the termination of the Community Heritage 
Commission, the functions of which are to be taken on by an expanded Cultural 
Development Commission (CDC) and staff.

Nelson is something of a legend in the B.C. heritage world.  This mid-sized West Kootenay 
town led the way in the 1970s and 1980s with Mainstreet and downtown revitalization 
programs that used heritage to shape a new identity and renewed prosperity.

Nelson’s heritage committee, and later heritage commission, has been part of that story 
from the early days, and many members, past and present, probably see themselves as the 
keepers of the heritage light.  So for some, there was something personal in the shutting 
down of the CHC.

The change was driven from within Council, where at least one member mounted a 
campaign to do away with the stand-alone CHC, characterizing it as redundant and 
inefficient, as much a drag on business, commerce and development as a champion for 
heritage.

The City’s backgrounder provided some further details.  Heritage policy is to be managed 
within the framework of the CDC, which will bring heritage, arts and culture under one 
roof.  The move, it states, is consistent with the City’s Comprehensive Cultural Policy 
which states that “arts and heritage should be married in terms of their development”.  
Routine permits for alterations to heritage buildings, on the other hand, will now be dealt 
with by staff without benefit of an independent advisory body.

A key motivation for the 
changes, says the backgrounder, 
is greater efficiency:  “These 
changes will result in 
development proposals being 
considered in a more timely 
fashion under the same high 
standards that are currently 
being utilized”.

Not all councillors agree about 
the “same high standards”, 
however.  Councillor Robin 
Cherbo expressed his 
reservations about the folding 

up of the CHC at the May 7 council meeting when the decision was made.  In an opinion 
piece published in the Nelson Star on May 29, he expanded on his concerns, saying 
“Going ahead with the re-organization of committees for expediency of accommodating 
developers and businesses who want to construct or renovate the buildings may not be a 
good idea.”

Regardless of the merits of the arguments on either side, in a June 12 letter to Nelson 
Mayor Dooley and Council, Heritage BC noted that heritage conservation is dependent 
at least in part on good civic leadership, and sound advice from community members 
is essential for that leadership to function.  The upshot of recent changes to Nelson’s 
heritage program will depend to a considerable extent on how well the new order results 
in sound advice and good leadership.

5TH ANNUAL 
CHC  

CONFERENCE
Saturday, November 24, 2012 

Hosted by 

The City of Nanaimo  

Community Heritage 

Commission 
•

This one-day event is designed 
specifically for members of CHCs.   

If you are a member, or  
want to know more about CHCs, 

this is a good event to  
put on your calendar. 

Taking place at the exciting new 
Nanaimo Museum, the program 
includes a presentation on the  

award-winning Nanaimo 
heritage program, and a fun  
and informative walking tour  

of the historic downtown  
commercial district.

•

Download the program  
and register online: 

» www.heritagebc.ca/events
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Heritage Canada Governor’s Message 
As summer ends and we look forward to fall, I am very excited 
about the membership offer for Heritage BC members. I hope 
you will consider becoming a member of the Heritage Canada 
Foundation – at the reduced rate. You will find that the magazine 
alone is worth the cost of membership.  The new website is like 
icing on the cake. 

Heritage Canada is embarking on an ambitious plan of regeneration.  
Our first activity will be the National Heritage Summit: Heritage 
Conservation in Canada:  What’s Working?  And What Needs 
to Change.  Based at the Fairmont Queen Elizabeth in Montreal, 
Quebec from October 11-13, 2012, it will be an opportunity 
to reflect on what has gone on in the 40 years since the World 
Heritage Convention, and to look forward to the next 40 
years.  As in past years, the conference has many cooperating partners:  this year, the 
Canadian Commission for UNESCO, Canadian Association of Heritage Professionals 
(CAHP|ACECP), Canadian Forum for Public Research on Heritage, and Canada 
Research Chair on Built Heritage. 

As usual, the conference will feature a series of interesting speakers, dynamic 
workshops and entertaining tours. That it is set in the historic city of Montreal is  
a bonus. This will be my first trip to Montreal and I am very excited about that.  
I know I will be spending time wandering the streets of old Montreal with my camera, 
documenting what I see. 

2013 marks an important anniversary for the Heritage Canada Foundation – our 40th 
birthday. I am honoured to have been chosen to chair the 40th anniversary committee. 
We are hard at work, developing events that will both honour the past and look 
forward to the future. I am particularly pleased that we are planning to create a student 
scholarship as a lasting legacy of the anniversary. Look for special events throughout the 
year, beginning with the launch of the anniversary on Heritage Day, February 18, 2013. 
We hope to hold activities in each province in a truly national celebration. Heritage 
magazine will feature special articles throughout the year and the festivities will come 
to a climax at a special conference banquet and dessert auction at the conference next 
year in Ottawa.

I believe that the Heritage Canada Foundation is becoming stronger as an advocate for 
heritage through the numerous partnerships that have been developed over the past 
few years. I know I am proud to represent the province of B.C. on the national board 
and I pledge to work very hard to bring your concerns to the HCF’s attention. If you 
wish to contact me for any reason, send me an email to heritagelady@gmail.com.

To find out more about the discount on Heritage Canada Foundation membership, 
Heritage BC members can visit:  » www.heritagebc.ca/membership

Heritage BC 
CORPORATE Members 

The Bastion Group

Brian Childs & Co. Construction

Brian G. Hart & Company

Commonwealth Historic 
Resource Management Ltd.

Donald Luxton & Associates

Eileen Fletcher,  Architect

Golder Associates Ltd

Jonathan Yardley Architect, Inc, UB

McLeod Masonry International Corp.

Pattison Architecture

Portfolio Art Services

Richard Collier  
Conservation Consultant

Simpson Roberts Architecture

Tudor Masonry

TRB Architecture Inc

Vintage Woodwork Inc.

Zeidler Partnership Architects

Helen Edwards
Heritage CANADA
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Reach the heritage conservation market in B.C.   
Visit our website for Introductory Rates 

with 10% discount for HBC Corporate Members.
Next deadline October 15, 2012

Heritage BC Quarterly

Advertise
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President’s Message 
What will heritage conservation look like in the years ahead?  Early heritage “bulldozer 
battles” are now themselves part of history.  In those years the public and governments 
weren’t very interested in dusty old buildings that weren’t “modern”.  It took high-
profile events like the mid-1960s demolition of New York’s Pennsylvania Station to 
galvanize a popular movement.  

Communities grew to understand the value of respecting 
and revealing the shared past embodied in our “old 
buildings”.  Historic places were “saved”, restored and often 
interpreted for public appreciation.  Restoring heritage 
homes and commercial buildings became a source of family 
and business pride.  A heritage sector of specialists, trades, 
regulations and guidelines, academics and popular culture 
grew around the idea of sustaining our historic places.  

As the heritage field and the roles historic places played 
in our communities matured, an infatuation with heritage 
building fabric evolved.  A deeper appreciation for the  
true values embodied in the “Character-Defining Elements” 
of a building emerged.  Attractive old buildings became 
more than a pleasant backdrop; they now had authentic 
cultural meaning.  

Today things heritage are still evolving, and just as in those earlier years, no one really 
knows where we are headed.  But there are a few clues.  

We aren’t finished with conserving historic buildings: “Preserving the Modern” has 
emerged as 20th century buildings cross the 50 year threshold and become candidates 
for conservation.  Locally we see this with the buildings of architect Arthur Erickson.  
In Victoria simply placing 11 modern-era buildings on the Heritage Register garnered 
much opposition and comments that they were not “heritage”.  Conserving more 
recent buildings has opened up new areas of debate, inquiry, conservation techniques, 
heritage values and historic interpretation of those times.

“Sustainability” is a sound credo of an era that insists on meaningful places to live.  
Comparing downtowns of, say, Detroit and Vancouver demonstrates we can get it right, 
and what happens when we don’t.  Sustainability is commonly defined as a three-legged 
stool: environmental, economic and social/cultural.  Heritage conservation finds a home 
in all three areas: keeping and repurposing existing buildings makes environmental sense; 
heritage projects support specialized skills, tourism and commercial economic activity; 
and proud historic places strengthen our local identities and shared culture enterprise.

Finally, and importantly for Heritage BC, are the economic realities and priorities of 
governments.  As demographics evolve, the management of public resources must 
respond.  What is the role of government in “social enterprises”?  Resource reallocation 
means creative solutions must be found for community groups to achieve their goals.  
To this end, the HBC Strategic Plan has evolved into a Business Case Study sponsored 
by the province that is exploring these ideas.  Undeniably the will for heritage 
conservation remains strong in our communities.  How it will manifest and draw 
on broader trends will perhaps be as exciting as those heady early years of heritage 
conservation.

Board Members 

Helen Cain 
Vice President 

Victoria 
250.216.7395 

helen.cain@yahoo.ca

Helen Edwards, 
HCF Governor 
250.386.6598 

heritagelady@gmail.com

Larry Foster 
Past President 

Kelowna 
250.764.8418 

lvfoster@shaw.ca

Shirley Gratton 
Director 

Prince George 
250.962.7055 

grattons@netbistro.com

Zlatan Jankovic 
Director 

Vancouver 
604.871.6448 

zlatan.jankovic@vancouver.ca

Donald Luxton 
Director 

Vancouver 
604.688.1216 

donald@donaldluxton.com

Eric Pattison 
President 

New Westminister 
604.525.3232 

eric@pattisonarchitecture.ca

Bjorn Simonsen 
Secretary/Treasurer 

Victoria 
250.294.1150 

bjorno@shaw.ca

ERIC PATTISON
PRESIDENT
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www.heritagebc.ca

HEAD OFFICE

914 Garthland place wEST

victoria bc V9A 4J5

PHONE:  250.384.4840

•

MEMBERSHIP / REGISTRATION

108 - 9865 140th Street 

Surrey BC  V3T 4M4

Phone/fax:  604.582.1332

The Forum continues...  
Since the 2011 Conference, a number of things have happened.  Heritage BC 
completed a new strategic plan in March, and a business case is currently in the works.  
In February, the provincial government announced significant new investments in the 
Heritage Properties.  

Yet the situation is far from resolved, and the future far from certain.  Whatever 
the outcome, the impact will be felt at the community level.  This year’s conference 
continues the discussion about the threats and opportunities facing heritage 
conservation in B.C. today in a forum designed to give you the latest information  
and an opportunity to express your views on the best way forward.

...plus a neighbourhood tour
Strathcona is Vancouver’s oldest neighbourhood.  A community with a checkered 
past, Strathcona has endured and this year was named B.C.’s “best old house” 
neighbourhood by This Old House.  Come and see what makes this unique 
community a great place to live and a model of contemporary heritage conservation 
in the historic heart of the province’s largest city.	

Register Now!
Join us for another important Annual Conference and Awards Ceremony.  
Visit the Heritage BC website and register online today. 

Conference 2012
Friday, October 19 

Shadbolt Centre for the Arts 
Burnaby

•

Saturday October 20 
Walking Tour 

Strathcona Neighbourhood 
Vancouver 
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