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é Corporation of the City of
ams \NEW WESTMINSTER
COMMUNITY HERITAGE COMMISSION

May 2, 2012 6:00p.m.
Committee Room No. 2

MINUTES
VOTING MEMBERS PRESENT:
Councillor Jaimie McEvoy - Chair
Gavin Hainsworth - Community Member
Gordon Hobbis - Community Member
Catherine Hutson - Heritage Preservation Society
Rob McCullough - Community Member
Christine Vickers - Community Member
VOTING MEMBERS REGRETS:
Councillor Betty Mcintosh - Vice Chair
Keith Hutchinson - Community Member
Harry Buchholz - Community Member
STAFF:
Julie Schueck - Heritage Planner
Donna Martin - Committee Clerk

The meeting was called to order at 6:10 p.m.

1.0 ADDITIONS TO AGENDA

1.1 The following items were added to the agenda:
e Added as Item 2.1a -Adoption of February 1, 2012 Minutes
e Added as Item 4.3 — 240 Jardine Street
e Added as Item 5.4 — 211 Royal Avenue

2.0 ADOPTION OF MINUTES

2.1a Adoption of Minutes of February 1, 2012

MOVED and SECONDED
THAT the minutes of the Community Heritage Committee Meeting held on February 1,
2012 be received and adopted.

CARRIED.
All members of the Commission present voted in favour of the motion.

May 2, 2012 Minutes Community Heritage Commission Page 1
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2.1b  Adoption of the Notes of March 14, 2012

MOVED and SECONDED
THAT the notes of the Community Heritage Commission meeting held on March 14, 2012
be received.

CARRIED.
All members of the Commission voted in favour of the motion.

Catherine Hutson joined the meeting at 6:17 p.m.

3.0 PRESENTATIONS

3.1  New Westminster: Update on Planning for the New Museum — Julie Schueck

Julie Schueck, Heritage Planner reported the new museum will be approximately 7,000 sg.
ft., located on the third floor, and designed in seven sections, one being for temporary
exhibits. Most of the collection will be City owned, however there will be some travelling
exhibits. The Lacrosse Hall of Fame has been given 1400 sq. ft of space. Three workshops
with secured access are also a part of the design. The third floor will have the
administration offices for the Museum, Tourism and the theatre, as well as a large storage
area.

The area was designed to focus on people and their stories rather than items. There will be
areas that are accessible for children to interact.

After a brief discussion of the current museums contents, Councillor McEvoy volunteered to
arrange a tour of the basement area.

4.0 UNFINISHED BUSINESS

4.1  Heritage Week Colouring Contest — Julie Schueck

Ms. Schueck announced there were 813 entries for the colouring contest. Awards were
given out on April 2, 2012 at the City Council meeting. Due to the excellent support of
local businesses there were some very nice prizes.

A letter from Anfissa Darwish was presented On-Table. Ms. Darwish wrote the letter on
behalf of her son Peter, a kindergartener who was a second place winner. The family are
new immigrants who are very grateful this contest has motivated Peter’s artistic and creative
abilities.

May 2, 2012 Minutes Community Heritage Commission Page 2
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4.2  Heritage Register Homes Workshop 2012 — Julie Schueck

Commission members are encouraged to sign up for the Heritage Register Homes

Workshop on Saturday June 9, 2012 from noon to 5:00 p.m. The workshop is free to those

who have homes on the Heritage Register and to Commission members.

4.3 240 Jardine — Julie Schueck

Ms. Schueck reported 240 Jardine Street is the old Dowling residence which was

constructed in 1909 and is the oldest residence in Queensborough. The developer would

like to replicate the building, believing the original building has deteriorated beyond repair.

On April 11, 2012, the City received a letter stating the house had deteriorated further this

past winter. The City was preparing to send in an appraiser when on May 1, 2012 there was

a fire on the top floor of the building. The building inspector will determine whether or not

the house is beyond repair.

Ms. Schueck suggested the Commission recommend to Council placing a 60-day temporary

protection order on the property until an evaluation can be completed.

Questions from the Commission (Response in italics):

e Will the developer have to protect the roof from further rain damage? Yes.

e Did the community support saving this residence? Staff did not realize age of house
until the application was submitted. The developer has made presentations to the
Residents’ Associations, however, staff does not know if the age of the house was
mentioned. Ms. Schueck noted residents have on several occasions expressed concern
over the loss of so many older homes in the community.

e Will recommending a temporary protection order convey suspicion regarding the fire?
A temporary protection order will use the appropriate legal terminology to present the
facts.

e What is reason for temporary protection order? A temporary protection order will allow
time for a re-evaluation of the residence.

MOVED and SECONDED

THAT a 60-day temporary protection order be issued by Council for 240 Jardine Street to

allow time for a complete evaluation.

CARRIED.

All members of the Commission present voted in favour of the motion.
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5.0 NEW BUSINESS
5.1 Eva Markvoort Legacy Project (Councillor Jaimie McEvoy)

A proposal has been put forth for the Eva Markvoort Legacy Project. The legacy project is

envisioned as dynamic public art to be incorporated into the design of the new Massey

Performing Arts Centre.

Massey Theatre Task Force has chosen not to make a recommendation at this time as there

are several other items they need to consider first.

Questions from the Commission (Response in italics):

e Will this project set precedence for other community members who deserve recognition?
Because this project has international recognition, it should not. Each project must be
evaluated individually.

e How are special proposals like this judged? Special projects go to Council for a
decision.

Comments from the Commission:

e This is a memorial legacy with recognition of Eva’s ideals that have had a worldwide
impact.

MOVED and SECONDED

THAT the Eva Markvoort Legacy Project concept be supported, encourage its further

development and look forward to seeing the completion of a permanent recognition of Eva’s

ideals.
CARRIED.

All members of the Commission present voted in favour of the motion.

It was noted that Eva’s Family support this concept.

5.2 221 Ninth Street — Heritage Alteration Permit for a new paint scheme

The owner of 221 Ninth Street is requesting a Heritage Alteration Permit to allow him to

paint his house with a new colour palette

MOVED and SECONDED

THAT the Heritage Alteration Permit for a new paint scheme on 221 Ninth Street be

supported.

CARRIED.

All members of the Commission present voted in favour of the motion.
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5.3  Support for Heritage BC
The Mayor has issued a letter in support of Heritage BC Strategic Plan for 2012 - 2015
54 211 Royal Avenue

Ms. Schueck presented On-Table changes to the roof and requested comments regarding the
roof being over the deck.

Comments from the Commission:
e Will enhance look of house;
e Make it more livable space

6.0 REPORTS AND INFORMATION

6.1  City Heritage Program — Update (Standing Item)

Ms. Schueck noted the four Centre Block panel designs will be reviewed this week by the
Public Art Advisory Committee. The Task Force is currently looking for more pictures of
the resident children.

Ms. Schueck reported the owner of 832 Royal Avenue was required to the save windows.
However, it seems after contacting several businesses there is no interest in the windows
that were salvaged.

Queensborough Community Plan Open House will be held on Saturday May 5, 2012 at
10:00 a.m.

Tickets go on sale Saturday for the annual Heritage Tea and Tour scheduled for Sunday
May 27, 2012 from 10:00 am to 5:00 p.m.

7.0 CORRESPONDENCE

7.1  New Westminster Historical Society Newsletter, No. 383, April 2012
7.2 New Westminster Historical Society Newsletter, No. 382, March 2012

7.3  Vancouver Heritage Foundation, Old News, February 2012

8.0 NEXT MEETING

8.1  June®6, 2012 in Committee Room No. 2 at 6:00pm

May 2, 2012 Minutes Community Heritage Commission Page 5
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9.0 ADJOURNMENT

ON MOTION, the meeting adjourned at 7:23 p.m.

Councillor Jaimie McEvoy
Chair

Donna Martin
Committee Clerk
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Planning Report

Site Information

Page 1 of 3

Roll No: 6079000
Address: 327 Street Name: FOURTH STREET
Neighborhood: 7 Zoning: RS-1
Block No: U-080 Land Use: R-HOUSE
Census Tract: 208 No. of Buildings: 1
Frontage: 50.00 ft. Site Coverage: 14.46 %
Average Depth: 165.00 ft. Total Coverage: 1193 sq. ft.
Site Area: 8250 sq. ft.  Total Floor Space: 3541 sq. ft.
Floor Space Ratio: 0.43 Strata Title: N
Open Space: 0 sq. ft. Above Grade Floor Space: 2367 sq. ft.
Open Type: LN Below Grade Floor Space: 1174 sq. ft.
No. of Res. Units: 1 No. of Load Bays:
Building Information
Roll No: 6079000 Building -
Name:
Address: 327 Street Name: FOURTH STREET
Devel : BELL, EDMUND Building Ages: Building Age: 1913
eveloper: , uilding Ages: \» 16 Site:
Inventory: N
. ) Register:
Architect: -- Heritage: ] )
Designation:
HRA:
Building Dim: 32.5X38.5 Numberof —, p
Floors:
g ) Building
Building Area: 1193 sq. ft. Height: -
Ground Floor Area: 1193 sq. ft. Above Ground 30 (g
Floor Space:
. Below Ground
Total Floor Space: 3541 sq. ft. Floor Space: 1174 sq. ft.
) Year of
Type of Structure: ~ FRAME Demolition:
Building Condition: G Alterations: 0
No. of Units: 1 Building No.: 1
Building ID: 3187

http://gisinfo/reports/PLN _SITEBUILDINGPERMITPARKING.CFM?0BJ_KEYS=6079...

8/29/2012
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Planning Report Page 2 of 3

Parking Information

Parking number 1 of 1 for 327 FOURTH STREET
Number of Small

Parking Type: Garage Spaces: 0
Number of Regular ) Number of Large 0
Spaces: Spaces:
Number of Total

2
Spaces:

Permit Information

Permit number 1 of 4 for 327 FOURTH STREET

Roll No: 6079000 Permit Date: 18-Apr-2011

Completed Date: -- Application Date: ~ 18-Apr-2011

Permit Number: BP007543 Permit Type: BUILDING
Neighbourhood: 7 Building Number: 1

Value: $6,000.00 Permit Note: RENOVATE SUNDECK
Status:

Permit number 2 of 4 for 327 FOURTH STREET

Roll No: 6079000 Permit Date: 18-Apr-2011
Completed Date: -- Application Date: ~ 14-Mar-2011
Permit Number: BP007543 Permit Type: BUILDING
Neighbourhood: -- Building Number:  --

Value: $6,000.00 Permit Note: Deck renovations
Status: ACTIVE

Permit number 3 of 4 for 327 FOURTH STREET

Roll No: 6079000 Permit Date: 6-Oct-1914
Completed Date: -- Application Date:  6-Oct-1914

Permit Number: 01710 Permit Type: BUILDING
Neighbourhood: 7 Building Number: 1

Value: $75.00 Permit Note: ERECT GARAGE
Status:

10
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Planning Report Page 3 of 3

Permit number 4 of 4 for 327 FOURTH STREET

Roll No: 6079000 Permit Date: 4-Jun-1913
Completed Date: -- Application Date: ~ 4-Jun-1913
Permit Number: 01390 Permit Type: BUILDING
Neighbourhood: 7 Building Number: 1

Value: $4,000.00 Permit Note: ERECT HOUSE
Status:

August 29,2012 Corporation of the City of New
Westminster
For Reference Only: The City accepts no responsibility for
the accuracy or completeness of this report.
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Memorandum

To: New Westminster Community Heritage Date:  Sept 5, 2012
Commission
From: Julia Dykstra, File:  0050.11

Planning Clerk

Subject:  Winner Selection for 41* Annual Royal City Builders Awards

Please select one winner for each of the following categories:

a) Heritage Renovation

b) New Home that Respects New Westminster Heritage

c) Exterior Heritage Restoration (Heritage Shield)
The photos and details of the nominees have been included in the attached
Schedules A, B and C.

Regards,

Julié Dykstra,
Planning Clerk,
Royal City Builders Awards Coordinator

jd

Doc#315516
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Schedule A:

Heritage Renovation Nominees
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NEW WESTMINSTER

Development Services

3

Heritage Renovation

Nominee #1:

53 Seventh Ave F '

Builtin: 1913
Permit for House raise and additions to existing SDD

Cost on building permit: $100,000

Doc# 315516

BEFORE AFTER
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@ NEW WESTMINSTER

» Development Services

4

Heritage Renovation

Nominee #2:

214 Sixth Ave

|| NI

il

BEFORE AFTER

Built in: 1908

Arts and crafts house raised 3 feet, removed the top floor
and re-built from 400 square feet to 100 square feet. The
new basement ceiling height was renovated to 9 feet in
height. All new energy efficient windows. Refinished original
fir floors and attempted to rebuild the front of the house
similar to the original (right). All new siding was added to
match the original fir siding.

Cost on building permit: $75,000

Doc# 315516
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NEW WESTMINSTER

Development Services

5

Heritage Renovation
Nominee #3:

429 Second Street

BEFORE AFTER

Built in: 1926

A 250 square foot addition to the kitchen on the side of the house. Construction of the
craftsman character with a seamless addition mimicking the roof line and character
details.

Cost on building permit: $71,550

Doc# 315516
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NEW WESTMINSTER

Development Services

6

Heritage Renovation

Nominee #4:

1026 London Street

:

ndlill

4 &

i ]

| B
; o
ol H
—
L —=
R
-

ALLALLL
BEFORE AFTER

Built in: 1913

Replacement of the old foundation and drain tile and created a new living space in the
new basement which includes a recreation area ,a new bedroom and bath. The outside
of the house has been painted and the windows replaced and all have been tutored.
Cedar shakes were added the to bottom half of the house to add character.

Cost on building permit: $80,000

Doc# 315516
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NEW WESTMINSTER

Development Services

Heritage Renovation

Nominee #5:

1402 Tenth Avenue

:-

]

BEFORE AFTER

Builtin: 1912

Front stairs moved and sidewalk added up to front stairs; Covered deck added off south
(rear) face of house; Back stairs replaced (in similar style to what was there); House
colour scheme (painting) completely revised; Interior main virtually gutted/renovated
completely, bathrooms (2) re-done; basement suite bathroom redone, old carpet
replaced with wood; Architect’s design sought to retain and enhance the “heritage” feel
of the house, and additions were completed with this aim.

Cost on building permit: $45,000

Doc# 315516
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NEW WESTMINSTER

Development Services

8

Heritage Renovation

Nominee #6:

230 Third Avenue (F. Crake House)

BEFORE AFTER

Builtin: 1894

This house is an example or a two-storey Edwardian Foursquare dwelling and an HRA
was required for this restoration. The original portion has a symmetrical front facade
with full-width porch and a hipped roof with central pediment and belcast eaves.
Restoration included replacing the missing triangular pediment over the front porch;
and the central window on the front facade was replaced with one as the same size as
the original. In addition, all materials used respect the materials original to the home
including exterior cladding, belcast eaves and matching roof slop.

Cost on building permit: $209,000

Doc# 315516

20



Doc#315516

Schedule B:

New Home that Respects
New Westminster Heritage
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NEW WESTMINSTER

Development Services

10

New Home that Respects
New Westminster Heritage

Nominee #1:

214 Regina Street

New single family home in craftsman style.

Cost on building permit: $400,000

Doc# 315516
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NEW WESTMINSTER

Development Services

11

New Home that Respects

New Westminster Heritage
Nominee #2:

216 Anthony Court

This new house was inspired by the beautiful bungalows built in Chicago during the Arts
and Crafts movement. All exterior surfaces are clad in period appropriate materials, and
painted in historically correct colours: fir t&g covered front porch with wide cedar steps.
Exterior details include clear cedar trim, round down-drains, decorative corbels,
kneebraces, custom fabricated cedar trim and 7/8” cedar shingle roof. Stained glass
windows throughout were locally crafted. Antique reproduction lighting is
complemented by reproduction push bottom light switches. All interior millwork,
windows and doors are historically appropriate stained clear vertical grain fir.
Historically correct, locally milled 1 x 4 non beveled edge, clear, vertical grain fir
hardwood, flooring throughout the interior.

Cost on building permit: $341,640

Doc# 315516
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NEW WESTMINSTER

Development Services

12

New Home that Respects
New Westminster Heritage

Nominee #3:

247 Eighth Ave

Heritage style new home.

Cost on building permit: $350,000

Doc# 315516
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NEW WESTMINSTER

Development Services

13

New Home that Respects
New Westminster Heritage

Nominee #4:

307 Fourth Street

This Colonial style new house was built to fit into the neighbourhood. The features
include a cobblestone driveway, hardi-plank siding, extensive millwork and hardwood
flooring.

Cost on building permit: $340,000

Doc# 315516
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NEW WESTMINSTER

Development Services

14

New Home that Respects
New Westminster Heritage

Nominee #5:

624 Tenth Street

This is a new house, designed as an affordable family home with traditional character,
remaining sensitive to its context adjacent to the 1890 Hennessey House. This project is
part of an HRA involving the restoration of the neighbouring heritage house and the
creation of a new lot. Also of note, the large contemporary garage at the rear of the
property was retained by removing the centre portion to create two separate structures.
An historic colour scheme was used.

Building permit cost: $290,000

Doc# 315516
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Schedule C:

Exterior Heritage Restoration
(Heritage Shield)
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NEW WESTMINSTER

Development Services

16

Exterior Heritage Restoration
(Heritage Shield)

Nominee #1:

218 St Patrick

BEFORE AFTER
Built in: 1926

The 1913 Wadsworth House was relocated from 508 Sixth Street to 218 St. Patrick Street.
A new 3-storey addition plus deck were built at the rear. An HRA was required for the
project, which also saw a rehabilitation of the entire building, including the restoration
of existing windows, shingle siding and wonderful porch details. A paint scheme true to
historic standards was applied. This project is another example of using development
incentives to achieve community heritage retention goals. Key heritage features include:

0 Original front door was found in the basement and reinstalled.

0 Original cedar sidewall shingles and building trims restored; Front porch restored

to original appearance
0 Original windows restored, new windows match original appearance
0 Painted with historic colour scheme

Cost on building permit: $320,000

Doc# 315516
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NEW WESTMINSTER

Development Services

17

Exterior Heritage Restoration
(Heritage Shield)

Nominee #2:

309 Pine Street

BEFORE AFTER
Built in: 1893

Original front porch was reconstructed based on historic photos and site evidence.
Original wood siding had been replaced with vinyl during 1980s UFFI removal. New
wood siding was installed on the front facade ﬁ .= S 2

of the building. Historic decorative window
sill skirts were recreated.

Key heritage features include:
0 Heritage paint scheme
0 Window sill skirts recreated
0 Porch reconstructed to historic
appearance including turned posts
and decorative brackets

C—
Original porch, photo taken in 1920s

Cost on building permit: $25,000
Doc# 315516
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NEW WESTMINSTER

Development Services

18

Exterior Heritage Restoration
(Heritage Shield)

Nominee #3:

626 Tenth Street (Hennessey House)

BEFORE AFTER

Builtin: 1890

The historic 1890 Hennessey House was restored to its original appearance. Existing
wood windows and trims were repaired and the original front porch was rebuilt. A
discrete addition was added at the rear of the building. The project was part of an HRA
which created a second lot for the construction of a new home, respectful of the
surrounding heritage aesthetic. This form of development incentive is critical for
ongoing heritage retention efforts in the community.

Original fir drop siding revealed under two layers of modern cladding
Original front porch opened up and restored

Front bay window extensively rebuilt

Original double-hung wood sash windows restored to operating condition
Decorative gable end cedar shingles reinstalled

Original colours revealed by scrape analysis and reinstated

Corbelled red brick chimney maintained

O O O OO0 oo

Cost on building permit: $380,000

Doc# 315516

30



New Westminster

Historical Society Newsletter

1405 - 69 Jamieson Court » New Westminster, BC « V3L 5R3  604-526-6113 = Nwhistsoc@Senseofhistory;com

Number 384 May 2012

Historical Society Meetings

May Meeting

Wednesday, May 16,2012, at 7:30 pm in the New
Westminster Public Library auditorium.

Attending Columbian College; a Toronto Paper
Looks at New Westminster; and the Early Local
Retail Scene

This presentation, based on requests from the community, will
feature three individual topics. Last falll a guest speaker told
the story of Columbian College in New Westminster. This pro-
gram will follow up on that story including the college's closing
down in the 1930s. The school was formerly on 1% Street in
the area of today's College Court, :
and photos of the school's interior
and exterior will connect to mate-
rial from a school calendar that
outlines what attending the college
would have been like. Time to sign
up for classes?

Another segment will look at illustrations from an 1891 Toronto
newspaper, the Saturday Globe, that featured a photo story on
New Westminster. This fascinating set of images from the
1890s shows what was deemed photo-worthy for a story des-
tined for eastern Canada.

A final segment of the evening will centre on close ups of
pictures of local stores as, through these detailed photos, we
go shopping in carly New Westminster. Close up photography
can open up the past in some incredible ways - this set of
pictures is a great example of themes that can be displayed in
this way.

A Quote From New Westminster's Past
Some comments on the local weather from past spring times
in the Royal City.

The weather is more settled, and the warmth has returned;
very little injury to the fruit has resulted from the recent cold
snap. (April 1878)

During the last few days we have been blessed with some
nice warm rain, just what the farmers are most in need of.
(March 1880)

The gardens look beautiful between the flowers and the blooms
on the trees. Flora has donned her gayest robes, and it only
requires the brightening influence of'Old Sol' to put all nature
in a good humor. (April 1881)

Coming Up - June Meeting
Wednesday, June 20, 2012, at 7:30 pm in the New
Westminster Public Library auditorium

Freemasonry in the Royal City: 150 Years of
Masonic Lodges

In 2011 and 2012, Masons of New Westminster mark 150
years of their group in this city. It was back in 1861 and
1862 that the first lodge was formalized and took its place
in the world of Ancient Free and Accepted Masons.

This presentation will look at the history of Freemasonry in
the Royal City, stories of the lodges and the buildings they
have occupied, examples of a few Masonic cornerstone
ceremonies, as well as a glimpse at the former Masonic
Cemetery, now part of Fraser Cemetery in Sapperton. All
of this will be accompanied by photographs of sites with
local Masonic connections as well as views of some rec-
ognizable Masonic symbols as seen at the burial ground .

This presentation will be offered by Archie Miller who for
many years has been talking to various lodges about their
place in local Masonic history and their connections to the
overall story of the lower mainland and BC. See the fol-
lowing for the walking tour and cemetery tour on the same
Masonic theme.

Sunday, June 3, 2012 starting at 1:30 pm at the
corner of Columbia Street at 4" Street in downtown
New Westminster

The "Masonic Buildings" of Downtown New
Westminster Plus an Early Skyscraper

Sites of Masonic Lodges from 1862 to today as
well as the Westminster Building (the skyscraper).

Sunday, June 24, 2012 starting at 1:30 pm at the
Fraser Cemetery office at 100 Richmond Street in
Sapperton neighbourhood of New Westminster

A Walk in Fraser Cemetery: The Former
Masonic Cemetery - An Anniversary Tour

A look at the old Masonic Cemetery, now part of
Fraser Cemetery - its original layout and some
members who are buried there.

w




HMS Investigator

The HMS Investigator was a ship that sailed into Arctic
waters either to seek the return of the Sir John Franklin
expedition or to try to determine the story of that lost group
and their ships. The Investigator itself did not come back,
but far from vanishing like Franklin’s ships, the HMS In-
vestigator was trapped by the buildup of ice and sank in
1853 and we know exactly where it is.

An article on the search and discovery of this vessel states
that she is “twenty five feet below the surface...(sitting)
upright, intact, and remarkably well preserved.” This quote
is from the March/April 2012 issue of Archaeology maga-
zine article, “Saga of the Northwest Passage” by Allan
Woods, that looks at the Parks Canada project centred on
this ship. Also look at the Parks Canada website for more
information and details.

For an incredible look at this story and the fate of the ZMS
Investigator read The Ice Passage, The True Story of Am-
bition, Disaster, and Endurance in the Arctic Wilderness by
Brian Payton (2009). This book, as noted in a description of
the publication “(draws) on long-forgotten journals, tran-
scripts, and correspondence — some never before published
—~ ...weaves an astonishing tale of endurance.” An excel-
lent book.

image of the HMS Investigator taken
from the cover of Brian Payton's book

A War of 1812 Update

For those of you who are interested in the ongoing anniver-
sary of the War of 1812, the Legion magazine issue for May
/ June 2012 features articles on the topic as part of their
ongoing coverage. "Battlefields Then and Now" shows a photo
and map for the Battle of Lacolle Mill(by Dan Ward). "The
Call To Arms" by Donald Graves marks the start of the war.
And a third piece titled "1812 Journal, Then and Now", by
JohnBoileau, offers a mixture of stories, archival images,
and current photographs.

Newsletter By Email? For information on this
contact <nwhistsoc@senseofhistory.com>

Is this the Glen Bridge?

This, not-very-good-image, is taken from a photocopy (hence
the poor quality) of a photograph of a bridge with a couple of
people posing for the camera. The image is captioned as
being the Glen :
Bridge. This bridge
crossed the Glen
Creek and ravine be-
tween McBride Blvd
and Cumberland
Street following the &
line of 6 Avenue. If §
this caption is correct,
then we are looking
roughly north with Cumberland Street in the bush in the dis-
tance, and the creek would be in the ravine just visible on the
right flowing downhill to the Fraser River again to the right
out of the range of the photo. Close study of the photo and
the bridge detail that is visible suggests that the caption could
be correct although there are still some problems with the
landscape to the left of the bridge in the photo.

May Historical Connections

In New Westminster the month of May has a number of
days and events that have special connections to the
community's history. Plan to attend some of the events this
month. The Hyack Festival from the 18" to the 27" is filled
with things to do over the entire week. Victoria Day on the
21% and May Day on the 23 have special significance. Be
sure to watch for a schedule that will show all there is to
enjoy from the parade to sports, from antique shows to danc-
ing, from concerts to multicultural gatherings, from commu-
nity celebrations to a homes' tour. Lots and lots to see and
do from one end of town to the other and down at the water-
front.

AVictoria Day salute by the Ancient and
Honorable Hyack Anvii Battery in 1906
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The first St Andrew's Presbyterian Church (built 1863) as
shown in this photo (above) from the 1920s. The new St
Andrew's is barely visible through the trees on the left edge.
The building in the back right is for the Catholic Church and
the Oblate Fathers. This church building is still standing in the
300 block of Carnarvon Street where it is part of the Emmanuel
Pentecostal Church.

In the photo below we see the new St Andrew's Presbyterian
Church (buiit 1889) at the corner of Carnarvon Street at
Blackwood Street. At the right in the photo we can see the
original church (the photo above). Both images are from the
1920s. This building is also still in use as a church for the
congregation of New Westminster's Emmanuel Pentecostal
Church. Note: Blackwood Street has been closed to traffic for
many years and this church now exits out into a wide land-
scaped pedestrian square.

This special issue of the Historical Society news-
letter features a number of items related to the 150
year anniversary of the arrival of the Presbyterian
Church in New Westminster. These pieces are
taken from the story of this denomination in the
Royal City and are a selection of the many items
that are part of that group's history.

Notice of Arrival

Under Ecclesiastical in the ‘Local Intelligence’ column in the British
Columbian newspaper for March 20, 1862 we read: “...It affords
us great pleasure to announce the arrival amongst us of the Rev
R Jamieson, missionary to British Columbia under the auspices of
the Canada Presbyterian Church...Mr Jamieson, accompanied
by his wife and two children, arrived at Victoria a few weeks ago,
came up here by the steamer Otter on Thursday last, and, in the
absence of Rev E White, by his kind request, occupied the
Wesleyan Church on Sabbath. The house was filled both morning
and evening, and the earnest and impressive appeals of the preacher
were listened to with deep attention and general satisfaction. We
understand it is the intention of this gentleman at once to set about
organizing a Church and settling in this city. A deputation waited
upon him on Saturday and presented an address of welcome signed
by upwards of eighty Presbyterians.”

A Manse for the Presbyterians

“Ecclesiastical Bee — A gathering of all those disposed to assist,
will take place today on Lot 5, Block 18, in this city, for the pur-
pose of clearing and preparing a site for the erection of a Manse
for the Rev R Jamieson, Presbyterian Church... The work will be
proceeded with immediately.”

(British Columbian newspaper March 27 and April 3, 1862)

The 1863 Church

"The new Presbyterian Church — This church was opened on
Sabbath last according to announcement. Three sermons were
preached by the Rev R Jamieson, and considering the completely
unfavourable state of the weather, were well attended. The col-
lections taken up at the morning and afternoon services were
very liberal. The Church is on Carnarvon Street, is 34 by 65 feet,
with a handsome tower. It is plastered with three coat work
throughout and finished with a heavy cornice around the ceiling
and three centre pieces. It is designed to seat 350 persons and is,
as to its interior and exterior, a very handsome and comfortable
church, as well as a decided ornament to the City."

(British Columbian newspaper, December 23, 1863) 33



The Church Buildings

The first Presbyterian Church was St Andrews
on Carnarvon Street which opened in time for
Christmas of 1863. A new St Andrews was
built next to this church in the 1880s. These
two churches remain today, side by side on
Carnarvon Street, and are known as Emmanuel
Pentecostal.

In time other Presbyterian Churches were built
in New Westminster including Knox, St Aidan’s,
West End, St Stephen’s, and First Presbyte-
rian. All the church structures are still in use
except for the West End (sometimes referred
to as West Side) which used to stand near 6™
Avenue at 12* Street.

An 1862 Service Announcement
“Divine Service — The Rev Robert Jamieson,
Presbyterian Missionary to British Columbia,
will, by the kind permission of Mr Brew, preach
in the Court House at 11 am and 7 pm on next
and subsequent Sabbaths.”

[As noted in various newspaper issues]

A Rev Robert Jamieson Memory

“] cannot write down the words “New
Westminster, British Columbia” without at the
same time giving expression to my feelings of
joy and gratitude, that God in His good provi-
dence has spared me thus far, and that I have
had such honour conferred upon me as to be
permitted to ‘stand up for Jesus’ in this distant
but interesting land.”

(From Jamieson in August 1862)

‘Church’at Sea

A comment by Jamieson (March 1862) on the ser-
vices held on board ship on their voyage up the
coast to BC.

“Oh tis so cheering to see parties of different
denominations — some on their way to British
Columbia, some to California, some to China,
some to the Sandwich Islands — meeting to-
gether at the hour of prayer and uniting their
voices in one of our psalms of praise ..”
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Anniversary Sketches

Knox Presbyterian Church in Sapperton
celebrated its 100" birthday in 1991. One
of the things completed to honour this date
was to have a set of sketches prepared
showing the church over the years. Be-
low are three of the sketches by B C Art-
ist, David Woodley.

ing its horizontal siding, cedar hedge, and
the large chestnut tree at the front entrance.]

. [Knox in 1968,
‘now stuccoed
with its steeple
" crowning 'burning
bush' now of
. stainless steel.]

[Below: Knox in 1991 with larger entrance
and ramp to front door.]

A List of Names

Jamieson received a list of names,
some from the Royal Engineers,
asking for the church to establish
itself here.

“It had over 80 names attached
to it — some of them here for
three years; some coming and
going all the time; and some from
the Camp, Royal Engineers, who
have been here three years ...
there are over thirty of those at
the Camp, Presbyterians, about
one third of whom are married
and have their wives and chil-
dren with them ... they are a
fine, steady, respectable and very
intelligent body of men.”

Attendence

“Yesterday we held our first
meetings there — present 22 of
the military, over 30 civilians, and
one female, in the forenoon;
about 50 in all in the evening, two
of whom were military and no
female.”

Getting the Word Out

A simple ad campaign to let the
community know of the services.
“Printed notices were accord-
ingly put up through the city on
Saturday announcing that the
missionary to British Columbia
from the Canada Presbyterian
church would preach ...”

Possible Community
Rev Edward White, Methodist, laid
out his impression on who was
coming to the area. Jamieson
would have agreed whole heartedly
with him.

“There is now a certainty that
we shall have a large influx of
people next year from Oregon
and California if not from parts
more distant. Judging from the
past and the nature of the case,
we expect that the greater por-
tion will be shrewd, daring,
worldly, money-making men, and
that there will be a large number
of gambling, swearing, Sabbath-
breaking, heaven-daring charac-
ters and but very few who fear
God and work righteousness.”

New Westminster Historical Society
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June Meeting
Wednesday, June 20, 2012, at 7:30 pm in the New
Westminster Public Library auditorium.

Freemasonry in the Royal City: 150 Years of
Masonic Lodges

In2011 and 2012, Masons of New Westminster mark 150 years
of their group in this city. It was back in 1861 and 1862 that the
first lodge was formalized and took its place in the world of
Ancient Free and Accepted Masons.

This presentation will look at the history of Freemasonry in the
Royal City, stories of the lodges and the buildings they have
occupied, examples of a few Masonic cornerstone ceremo-
nies, as well as a glimpse at the former Masonic Cemetery,
now part of Fraser Cemetery in Sapperton. All of this will be
accompanied by photographs of sites with local Masonic con-
nections as well as views of some recognizable Masonic sym-
bols as seen at the burial ground.

This presentation will be offered by Archie Miller, who for
many years, has talked to various lodges about their place in
local Masonic history and their connections to the overall story
of the lower mainland and BC.

n early Masonic Lodge
nd Oddfellows Lodge
t Columbia Street at
orne Street. Destroyed
= in New Westminster's
- 1898 Great Fire.

A Cemetery Tour with a Masonic Theme

Sunday, June 24, 2012 starting at 1:30 pm at the Fraser
Cemetery office at 100 Richmond Street in the Sapperton
neighbourhood of New Westminster

A Walk in Fraser Cemetery: The Former
Masonic Cemetery - An Anniversary Tour

A look at the old Masonic Cemetery, now part of Fraser
Cemetery - its original layout and some members who
are buried there.

Coming Up - July Meeting
Wednesday, July 18, 2012, at 7:30 pm in the New
Westminster Public Library auditorium

Queen’s Park, New Westminster: Named For

Queen Victoria’s Jubilee

Back in the 1880s, the property that is now Queen’s Park
in New Westminster was officially set aside for public use
and given its name based on the jubilee celebrations of
Queen Victoria’s reign in 1887. This presentation will look
at the park over the years since its naming, and will include
the overall landscape, Exhibition buildings and site, some
sports heritage, and a selection of stories and anecdotes
from its history. In words and pictures this program will
offer a wonderful armchair visit to the park.

Many of the images and stories that will be part of this
presentation were selected

in direct response to re-
quests and questions from
the public over the past year
including the walking tour
around Queen's Park held
last April.

Note: This program is not part of the City of New
Westminster’s present ongoing park master plan project.

A Quote From New Westminster's Past
How about buying a farm available in the spring of 1881 as
advertised in the local paper?

For Sale!

AFine Farm
Comprising 160 acres of excellent land, one half prairie
and the remaining partly timbered. There are about (not
legible) under fence, about 80 acres are ready for the plow.

The land is situated on the McLennan road, about nine
miles from this city. There is a good dwelling house, barns
and outbuildings. The house is nicely situated with a good
view of the surrounding country. The orchard is well situ-
ated and the smaller fruits are in large quantity. The pur-
chaser can buy the stock and implements if desired.
PRICE $800 CASH
[Note: City property will be taken in part payment]




More Titanic Stories
Two current publications feature stories on the sinking of
the Titanic 100 years ago.

Canada's History ( April/May 2012 issue) has a great cover
image in the form of a painting, showing the vessel as it
struck the iceberg. The story by Paul Butler, titled "Have
Struck Iceberg", notes the role Canada played in the recov-
ery efforts. Along with a few photos from the event, there
are a couple of paintings of interest. One, "The Sinking of
the Titanic" by Graham Colon (1981) shows lifeboats and
the ship beginning to slip beneath the waves. Another, "On
the Deck of the Titanic" by an unknown artist, illustrates
the casual life on deck of those on the voyage. Another
special feature of this article is a two page layout showing a
detailed diagram of the vessel illustrating the ship's layout,
the various decks and facilities, and so on. On this same
page is a schematic map that details the voyage of the Ti-
tanic as she crosses the Atlantic Ocean.

Another article on the Titanic theme can be found in Ar-
chaeology (Issue May/June 2012). This article is titled "Ar-
chaeology of Titanic" by James P Delgado. This piece com-
ments on the importance and results of the creation of a
map of the entire site of the remains of the Titanic. If you
saw any of the up-to-date programming on TV marking the
100 anniversary of the sinking, then you may have seen
an incredible presentation on the mapping process. Delgado
follows this with an excellent article, summing up his over-
all feelings of the piece in the lead line, "It has been 100
years since it sank, and 27 years since it was rediscovered.
Now the wreck of Titanic has finally become what it was
always meant to be: an archaeological site."

Two excellent articles to seek out - well worth the effort.

A Second Sapperton Tour
The second walking tour of the Sapperton is planned for
Sunday, July 15, 2012, starting at 3 pm from the corner of
Fast Columbia St. at Sherbrooke Street in Sapperton Park.
This tour will walk north of the start location and include
information on Sapperton Park itself, along with the Royal
Columbian Hospital and its early 1889 building site.

In response to questions about what will be included in the
tour, the following are planned to be featured: the Sapperton
Theatre, the bowling alley, Knox Church and its early church
hall, Spots Cafe, Black Cat hardware, Cap's Cycle, the air
ambulances that used Sapperton Park as a landing pad, a
very large funeral procession, and many more items.

Newsletter By Email? For information on this
contact <nwhistsoc@senseofhistory.com>

Views From The 1948 Flood

By popular request, here are three photographs from the Fraser
Valley showing the effects of Fraser River flooding in 1948.
They show, top to bottom, work being done on a power/tele-
phone pole with access provided by a rowboat; a section of
flooded land with an outbuilding; and a view of Fraser River
Pile & Dredge equipment working on the replacement of a
washed out railroad trestle.

[All images from the collections of Fraser River Pile & Dredge
(GP) Inc. and A Sense of History Research Services]

New Westminster Historical Society
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New Westminster circa 1865 with the Royal Columbian

Hospital in the circle at Agnes St. at 4™ St.

The original RCH
at the corner of
Agnes St. at 4! St.
it was on this site
from 1862 to
1889.

A 1903 view of the
RCH builtin 1889
in Sapperton,
showing some
early expansion
by opening up the
attic for more
space (note the
dormers to allow
light and open
space).

(Above) This interesting aerial view shows the hospital site in
Sapperton with big changes underway. This image is from
1976 with Keary St. on the left edge and Sapperton Park at the
top. Construction can be seen on Keary, the "temporary” build-
ings at Sherbrooke and East Columbia are visible, and many
of the expansion structures fill the central part of the city block.

ROYAL COLUMBIAN
HOSPITAL

150 Years of Caring

1862 - 2012

Royal Columbian Hospital [RCH] has operated
out of two basic locations in New Westminster
forits 150 years. The institution started in 1862 at
the corner of Agnes Street at 4" Street (4" then
called Clement Street). In 1889, the need for a
larger, improved building and more overall space,
saw the hospital move to a new site in Sapperton
where it has been ever since. This special issue
of the newsletter provides a brief look at the his-
tory of the hospital through a selection of images
and stories.

The 1912 building
in about 1915 from
a postcard print.
This view, taken
from Sapperton
Park, shows RCH
facing prominently ===
onto East Colum- ¢
bia St.

The image below shows the large 1912 edition of the hospital which
was the main RCH site until the early 1950s when expansion began to
bring structural changesto the institution. The street corner in the photo's
foreground is Keary at East Columbia. At the right edge is the Keary
Street Methodist Church. The 1889 RCH was situated between Keary
St. and the 1912 RCH building. This view is dated circa 1923/24.




Tracking The Source Of A Killer Epidemic

Today we know that scarlet fever is caused by a bacterium known as
Group A Streptococcus. Treatment is very straightforward — fluids,
rest and antibiotics — the same ones used to treat strep throat, and
people who have scarlet fever are considered contagious only until
they have had at least 24 hours of antibiotic treatment.

But in the 1800s, scarlet fever was among the most common of a long
list of diseases that caused rash and fever in children. Unfortunately,
it was often severe and in the 19" century, it was a leading cause of
death among children in America. Streptococcal bacteria were identi-
fied in the 1870s, but it was not until the early 20* century that they
were effectively identified in routine cultures.

In 1913, a 7-year girl named Gladys-May lived with her family on
Sherbrooke Street in New Westminster, just a block from the Royal
Columbian Hospital. On Monday, January 6", in her usual good health,
she went to school at nearby Richard McBride Elementary, but the
next day she developed a fever and within 24 hours, she was dead.

Two days later, the local paper reported 25 cases of scarlet fever
centered around Sherbrooke Street, and there were concerns that
they might have to close the schools. A week later on January 14, with
the epidemic continuing to grow, a second death occurred. This time it
was a 24-year old man who died at RCH of the disease. Most victims
of scarlet fever were children, but this young man had had previous
bouts of quinsy, a condition affecting the tonsils, making him suscep-
tible to scarlet fever.

In spite of the children with the disease being quarantined in their
homes, the epidemic continued to grow — still centered on a small two
or three block area of Sapperton. With over 50 cases now, orders
were given to close Sunday Schools and churches and to cancel all
public meetings.

Dr. A.L. McQuarrie, while treating the victims of the disease as best
he could, also took on the challenge of tracking down the source —
clearly there was something more than person-to-person contact at
work. Within a few days he had the mystery solved - one particular
supplier of milk. In Dr. McQuarrie’s words, “the milk supply was at
the root of the present epidemic and literally cans of scarlet fever
were delivered to New Westminster customers”. Once he knew that,
and had the infected supply stopped, it was just a matter of time for
the disease to run its course. The paper said, “the epidemic which for
atime proved so threatening in Sapperton is now dying a natural death”.

Milk-borne scarlet fever was known in the late 1800s, but it was not
quickly obvious in this case because the disease followed the route of
one milk delivery wagon, and that took detective work to identify.

Published four times a year by The "RCH150 Blog"

New Westminster Historical Society
1405 - 69 Jamieson Court

New Westminster, BC V3L 5R3
Telephone: 604-526-6113

Fax: 604-522-5466

email:
Nwhistsoc@Senseofhistory.com

permission).

Odds & Ends From Newspapers

SURPRISE!!

NEW WESTMINSTER, BC — Chester Thorpe walked out
of Royal Columbian Hospital Saturday, proud that his
wife had given birth to a son, the couple’s first after
four girls.

He returned to the hospital an hour later, and
found he had not one son, but two — and another girl
besides.

“We had no idea there was going to be a mul-
tiple birth”, said Thorpe.

[from The Leader-Post Nov 18, 1957, Regina, Saskatchewan]

SERIOUSLY BURNED AS ETHER EXPLODES

NEW WESTMINSTER ~ Dr. GH. Manchester, 70, suf-
fered serious burns on his face, hands and chest Thurs-
day when a jar of ether exploded during an operation
at Royal Columbian Hospital. Hospital attendants re-
ported his condition as “fair”.

The explosion is believed to have occurred when
an electric spark from a diathermy machine ignited
ether vapours around the patient. The flames shot into
the jar being held by Dr. Manchester who was admin-
istering the anaesthetic for a mouth operation.

Miss Ruth Hughes, a nurse, suffered cuts from
flying glass. The patient was uninjured.

[from Edmonton Journal — June 28, 1945]

DEATHAT THE ROYAL COLUMBIAN. HOSPITAL

NEW WESTMINSTER — Coroner Jones held an inquest
yesterday upon the body of John Gross, recently ad-
mitted into the royal Columbian Hospital from Yale. It
appears that the poor fellow, who was suffering from
disease of the heart and asthma, got up during Monday
night, and finding his way to the surgery, helped him-
self to a phial of chloroform. Returning to his couch he
saturated his handkerchief with the liquid and applied it
to his nostrils, doubtless with a view to assuaging the

pain. He was found dead next morning.
[from British Colonist - Oct. 26,1866]

www.RCH150.WwORDPRESS.COM

ROYALCOLUMBIAR
ROSPITAL

If you have stories or pictures about RCH that you are willing to
share, please email them to us at RCH150@Senseofhistory.com

Researched, written and posted by A Sense of History for the RCH Foundation, the aim of
the popular RCH150 blog (www.rch150.wordpress.com) is to give readers an insider’s
view of how Royal Columbian Hospital has grown and changed over the last 150 years. It is
updated at least weekly with stories and images you're not likely to find in a history book.
Topics so far have included the early 1862 and 1889 hospitals, humorous (by today's
standards) early rules, people profiles, diseases and epidemics, and other stories related
to the evolution of the hospital. This page features samples from the blog (used with

New Westminster Historical Society
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Historical Society Meetings

July Meeting
Wednesday, July 18,2012, at 7:30 pm in the New
Westminster Public Library auditorium.

Queen’s Park, New Westminster: Named For

Queen Victoria’s Jubilee

Back in the 1880s, the property that is now Queen’s Park in
New Westminster was officially set aside for public use and
given its name based on the jubilee celebrations of Queen
Victoria’s reign in 1887. This presentation will look at the park
over the years since its naming, and will include the overall
Jandscape, Exhibition buildings and site, some sports heritage,
and a selection of stories and anecdotes from its history. In
words and pictures this program will offer a wonderful arm-
chair visit to the park.

Many of the images and stories that will be part of this presen-
tation were selected in direct response to requests and ques-
tions from the public over the past year including the walking
tour around Queen's Park held last April.

Note: This
"parks" pro-
gram is not
part of the
City of New
Westminster’s
present ongo-
ing Queen's
park master
plan project.

y
greenhouses looking towards the stadium field]

A Quote From New Westminster's Past

High praise for a local store was recorded in the April 25,
1861, British Columbian newspaper.

“Jewelry — We dropped into Mr Ramage’s jewelry shop the
other day and we confess our surprise at the display which
met our gaze. English and French watches, chains, brooches
and rings of the most exquisite styles, made us almost fancy
ourself in a New York or San Francisco establishment. Mr
Ramage deserves great praise for the enterprise and taste he
has displayed.”

Coming Up - August Meeting
Wednesday, August 15,2012, at 7:30 pm in the New
Westminster Public Library auditorium

The Cold War, Civil Defence, and Bomb
Shelters: A Local Story

This presentation-will not be a detailed coverage of the
Cold War and the threats of attack by atomic weapons, but
rather a look at a selection of local New Westminster items
related to this threat. Many local residents will remember
the air raid sirens and the “hide under your desk” drills in
case of attack. Others might remember articles in the local
paper offering suggestions on what to do in case a bomb —
the bomb — went off nearby.

This presentation will look at this type of local material as
well as pamphlets about bomb shelters and how to build
one, rates of radiation, and so on.

Information about a Government Geiger counter course
from the mid-1960s will also be shown including notes and
papers from the course. Material for this Historical Soci-
ety program continues to be gathered but will all make for
an interesting talk.

If you have particular memories about this time period, the
"atomic bomb" procedures, the sample bomb shelter built
near 8" Avenue at 8" Street, how your school reacted, and
so on, please contact the newsletter editor prior to August
10 for possible inclusion in the presentation. Send com-
ments to <nwhistsoc@senseothistory.com>

Two Special Tours: August And September
Royal Columbian Hospital: 150 Years

A brief reminder of the two upcoming cemetery tours
in honour of the 150" anniversary of the Royal
Columbian Hospital.

Both are in Fraser Cemetery starting at the cemetery
office, 100 Richmond Street:
Sunday, August 12 starting at 3pm
Sunday, September 9 starting at 1:30pm

The August tour offers “some interesting, intriguing
and curious stories” while in September the tour will
“‘introduce” a number of people who are part of the
Hospital's story.
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Acluster of graves (Brown, Clute, Clarkson, Major, Armstrong,
et al) in the old Masonic section of Fraser Cemetery. This
area was visited as part of the "Masonic Cemetery" walking
tour this past June.

A Scottish Connection To Early BC

Captain Walter Colquhoun Grant is regarded as “the first
European not connected with the Hudson’s Bay Company
to settle in British Columbia”. In 1848/49, just prior to his
departure from Scotland to travel to the new colony of
Vancouver Island and property he had acquired there, he
wrote a couple of letters to his clan hereditary chieftain
regarding recruits for the new colony and the naming of his
land across the ocean. These letters were discovered in the
National Records of Scotland and recently copies have been
turned over to the BC government for its archival collec-
tion.

A comment from the Keeper of the Records of Scotland
sums up the important long standing relationship between
that country and our province: “These letters, preserved
among Scotland’s national archives, show the vital role
played by Scots in the development of western Canada and
how they took symbols of their Scottish identity to their
new home. They give us an authentic link with the past, and
remind us of the long and historic ties between our coun-
tries.” [Article from The Scottish Banner, May 2012, page 14]

[Note: Alook at early New Westminster clearly shows many
citizens with Scottish roots. Want to know more about Cap-
tain Walter Grant? You will find many written accounts of
his life in "BC" and even an historical marker in Sooke, on
Vancouver Island, the place of his land and a place he is
credited with starting. Another Captain Walter Grant con-
nection? He is also credited with introducing Scotch broom,
the bright yellow, highly invasive schrub to BC, much to the
dismay of many horticulturalists.]

Newsletter By Email? For information on this
contact <nwhistsoc@senseofhistory.com>

Who Killed Janet Smith?

In the mid-1920s, a young Scottish domestic servant by the
name of Janet Smith died mysteriously in Vancouver. Was it
murder, an accident, suicide? A reissue of a highly detailed
accountof the incident and the times, published in 1984, has
been updated (2011) with even more information.

As noted on the jacket: “Who Killed Janet Smith? Exam-
ines one of the most infamous and still unresolved murder
cases in Canadian history: the 1924 murder of twenty-two
year old Scottish nursemaid Janet Smith...out of print for
over a decade, this tale of intrigue, racism, privilege, and
corruption in high places is a true crime recreation that reads
like a complex thriller.”

This book by Ed Starkins (Anvil Press, 2011) follows all the
various bits and pieces of this case; all the players involved;
all the accounts of the trials connected to the case; very
interesting appraisals of portions of society at that time, and
so on. A lot of information in an intriguing book — definitely
not a light read but a very interesting book.

Our Friend Joe, The Joe Fortes Story

Many people will know the name Joe Fortes as being con-
nected to a restaurant and a library in Vancouver, but how
many know the story of this interesting man? A new book by
Lisa Anne Smith and Barbara Rogers (Ronsdale Press,
Vancouver 2012) takes the life of Joe Fortes from his birth
to death in wonderful, colourful, and personal detail.

Fortes is inextricably connected to early Vancouver, English
Bay, swimming lessons, life-saving, and so many other items
related to the cultural and social aspects of that beach area.
Joe Fortes, a black man from the West Indies, was promi-
nent from the late 1880s till his death in 1922, and would
have been equally known to people of early New Westminster
who travelled to Vancouver to the beaches of New Brighton,
English Bay, Spanish Banks and so on. This is an interesting
biography of a person who was very much a part of our
Lower Mainland cultural history.

A Deeper Historical Look

A recent inquiry centered on an aspect of world history and
the books available that take the reader back to an event,
perhaps in the form of an eyewitness. Such publications can
be very interesting and eye opening but can also make great
demands on the reader’s time and attention — they tend to
not be easy reads — worth reading but not in a light way.

An excellent example is I Wish I’d Been There, Book 2.
European History, edited by Byron Hollingshead and Theodore
K Rabb (Doubleday, New York, 2008) in which “twenty su-
perb historians invoke dramatic turning points in the history
of Europe and the West”. Have a look at this book or one
like it, you might enjoy it.

New Westminster Historical Society
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August Meeting

Wednesday, August 15,2012, at 7:30 pm in the New
Westminster Public Library auditorium.

The Cold War, Civil Defence, and Bomb
Shelters: A Local Story

This presentation will not be a detailed coverage of the Cold
War and the threats of attack by atomic weapons, but rather a
look at a selection of local New Westminster items related to
this threat. Many local residents will remember the air raid
sirens and the “hide under your desk” drills in case of attack.
Others might remember articles in the local paper offering sug-
gestions on what to do in case a bomb — the bomb — went off
nearby.

This presentation will look at this type of local material as well
as pamphlets about bomb shelters and how to build one, rates
of radiation, and so on. Information about a government Gei-
ger counter course from the mid-1960s will also be shown
including notes and papers from the course. Material for this
Historical Society program continues to be gathered but will all
make for an interesting talk. [Note: the special issue newslet-
ter for September will feature items from this material]

If you have particular memories about this time period, "atomic
bomb" procedures, sample bomb shelter built near 8" Avenue
at 8" Street, how your school reacted, and so on, please con-

tact the newsletter editor. Send comments to
<nwhistsoc@senseofhistory.com>
W R Gilley J R Gilley
Dealersin

Coal, Lime, Brick, Sand, Cement,

Fire Brick and Fire Clay
Agents BC Pottery Co, Sewer Pipe, etc.
Legal Agents Vancouver Portland Cement Co.

Office, Front St. near C P R Depot
New Westminster, BC Phone 1-6

[An advertisement for a waterfront industry from a 1906 directory]

Coming Up - September Meeting
Wednesday, September 19, 2012, at 7:30 pm in the New
Westminster Public Library auditorium

The New Westminster Waterfront: A Look at
its Evolution from Discovery to Industry and
Back to Public Use. A Local Example of a

Worldwide Occurrence

This illustrated presentation will combine geography and
history to look at the local waterfront from its start in 1859
to its present day reclamation and rejuvenation. The pre-
senters, Earl Noah of the Geography Department of Dou-
glas College, and Archie Miller, historian, will discuss the
various processes that come together over time to create
industrialized waterfronts and more current processes that
allow, all over the world, for these waterfronts to be re-
claimed for public use.

The story includes trails, roads, vessels, shipping, rail roads,
and so on, and it is often through changes in these forms of
transportation that waterfronts are able to change. New
Westminster is one of many examples world wide that have
taken an industrial waterfront area and made it, once
again, a public space. This will be an interesting program
with well known local connections and examples.

[This program has come about following many requests for

such information as the waterfront of the Royal City continues to
change, most recently with the new Westminster Pier Park.]

A Quote From New Westminster's Past

From the "Richards" journal (selections) as noted on the
reverse.

"We anchored off the RE Camp, New Westminster. at 5
pm. The City has increased considerably and presents
quite an imposing appearance. Remained here till Thurs-
day morning I** November, raining all the time, wind
easterly ... Visited the town and assay office, saw the
process of melting and assaying the metal. Several of
the miners coming down have good accounts of the
gold diggings ... At 1 pm anchored off town of New
Westminster ... dined at RE mess ... New Westminster
has not much increased in size but a good deal of clear-
ing has taken place and is, on the whole, flourishing
and prospering.”
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Two Fascinating ‘Diary’ Histories

Recently, the editor has had the opportunity to read two
books on early BC, two books that are taken from the writ-
ten works of people who had great influence on the colony
and both individuals will be well known to those who follow
the province’s history.

The first is The Private Journal of Captain G H Richards,
the Vancouver Island Survey (1860-1862), edited by Linda
Dorricott and Deidre Cullon (Ronsdale, Vancouver 2012).
This is a very interesting book which offers wonderful de-
scriptions of the landscape, waterways and the First Na-
tions, “remarkably unbiased for the time.” From the cover
we read: “Between 1860 and 1862 Captain Richards and
his dedicated crew aboard H M S Plumper and the HM S
Hecate surveyed and charted thousands of miles of the
Vancouver Island coastline, creating baseline information
for the nautical charts we use today.” Also included are
excerpts from the journals of Second Master J T E Gowlland.
Youmay have enjoyed pouring over the 1860/1861 Plumper
chart of the Fraser River - Captain Richards was the man
who produced it.

The second book is the story of Alexander Caulfield Ander-
son whose name is closely tied to many of the trails and
routes that opened up BC. The book, The Pathfinder, A C
Anderson’s Journeys in the West, by Nancy Marguerite
Anderson, (Heritage, Victoria, 2011), mixes many accounts
including diary and report entries from Anderson himself.
The author is related to the explorer and she “reconstructs
the main stages and episodes of her ancestor’s important
career as a fur trader, explorer, trail-maker, customs and
fisheries officer, farmer, Indian Reserve Commissioner, car-
tographer, scholar and historian.” “A C Anderson was truly
a maker of British Columbia ... this book is a must read for
anyone interested in the fascinating history of the Pacific
Northwest in the 19* century.”

Some "War of 1812" Historic Houses

The Heritage Magazine current issue, Volume XV, No 2,
features an excellent illustrated article titled “Beyond the
Battlefields, Niagara’s Historic Houses in the War of 1812”
by Robert Smol.

A dozen images add to the interesting text and show off
homes such as the Gilbert Field House, McFarland House,
Nelles-Fitch House and Nelles Manor, and the Laura Secord
Homestead. A good article, more War of 1812 connections,
and great heritage home photos.

Newsletter By Email? For information on this
contact <nwhistsoc@senseofhistory.com>

An End Of September River Event

Mark your calendars. Artists on the River and FraserFest
will be combined at the end of September in conjunction with
BC Rivers’ Day and World Rivers’ Day for a very special
weekend now known as "RiverFest - Inspired by the Fraser".

Watch for more about this in the weeks to come — Friday
and Saturday, September 28 and 29, 2012, at Westminster
Quay on the New Westminster waterfront. The event is a
co-production of the Fraser River Discovery Centre and the
Hyack Festival Association in partnership with the City of
New Westminster and the Arts Council of New Westminster
sponsored by Port Metro Vancouver. To follow up on this
and other river related items, visit the Discovery Centre
website at www.fraserriverdiscovery.org

[FRPD managers on the dock planning a contract; note the two
pile drivers behind them on the Fraser River (circa 1920)]

A Book on "Fraser River Pile and Dredge"
Interested in the history of Fraser River Pile and Dredge,
completed last year for the company’s 100" anniversary
(1911-2011) by A Sense of History Research Services (Archie
and Dale Miller)? Copies are now available for purchase at
the gift shop of the Fraser River Discovery Centre at
Westminster Quay.

Full title is FRPD, Fraser River Pile and Dredge, Setting The
Standard For 100 Years. This prominent New Westminster
and Fraser River company’s history is told through a broad
selection of stories, facts and figures, anecdotes, and lots of
black and white and colour photographs.

New Westminster Historical Society
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