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COMMUNITY HERITAGE COMMISSION 

 
June 5, 2013   6:00p.m. 
Committee Room No. 2 

 
MINUTES 

 
VOTING MEMBERS PRESENT:  
Councillor Betty McIntosh  - Vice Chair 
John Davies    - Community Member 
Gavin Hainsworth   - Community Member 
Keith Hutchinson   - Community Member 
Catherine Hutson   - Heritage Preservation Society 
 
VOTING MEMBERS REGRETS: 
Councillor Jaimie McEvoy  - Chair 
Harry Buchholz   - Community Member 
Christine Garneau   - Community Member 
 
STAFF PRESENT: 
Julie Schueck    - Heritage & Community Planner 
Rob McCullough   - Museum & Archives Manager 
Donna Martin    - Committee Clerk 

 
The meeting was called to order at 6:03 p.m. 
   
1.0 ADDITIONS TO AGENDA 
  
 The following items were added to the agenda: 

 June 5, 2013 News Leader article entitled “The thorny issue of preserving heritage in 
New Westminster” was added as Item 6.5 under “Reports and Information”. 

 A Call to Nurse, Memories of Life On and Off Duty in a Hospital Training School 
1901 -1978, was added as Item 6.6 under “Reports and Information”. 

 
2.0 ADOPTION OF MINUTES 

 
2.1 Adoption of the Minutes of May 1, 2013   
 

MOVED and SECONDED 
THAT the minutes of the Community Heritage Committee meeting held on May 1, 2013 

be received and adopted. 

CARRIED. 
All members of the Commission present voted in favour of the motion. 
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3.0 PRESENTATIONS 
 
3.1 824 Agnes Street – park to commemorate Chinese history and contributions to   
 New Westminster (John Stark, Senior Social Planner) 
 

John Stark, Senior Social Planner, reported on the background of the Chinese Benevolent 
Association (CBA) site on Agnes Street.  He noted that staff conducted research, through 
the City’s meeting minutes, which cover the period from 1860 to 1950.  Based on the 
research it was found that the City did discriminate against its Chinese community during 
that time period. Council directed staff to enter into a consultation process with the 
Chinese community to begin a reconciliation process.  As a result of this consultation, 
Council has endorsed a package of ten steps and actions in support of reconciliation and 
issued an historic apology to its Chinese community. 

 
 Mr. Stark reviewed the site context which was the ‘Old Man’s Home”.  The property and 

Building was gifted by the CBA back to the City in 1979.  The building was not 
adequately secured and fell into a state of disrepair and was subsequently demolished. 
 
The consultation findings to date have some recurring themes: 
 Ensure interpretation is authentic and tells the story of Chinese pioneers; 
 Recreate a portion of the former building; 
 Use interpretive signage, listening posts, murals and plantings; 
 Capitalize on the sloped topography; 
 Create public access through the site. 

 
The members were asked for ways to tell the story of the Chinese ‘Old Man’s Home’ and 
of the Chinese settlement and contributions to New Westminster. 
 
During discussion, Commission members offered the following suggestions: 
 If there is any type of dig, make sure artefacts are recovered and utilized or referenced 

in the design; 
 Tier the site like the one at Pier Park so people can sit and enjoy the garden; 
 Use lots of bamboo; 
 Construct a replica porch to look down upon the garden; 
 Have an interpretive path as part of accessibility pattern; 
 Find ways to involve the school children to make them aware of the history. 

 
In addition, Commission members indicated their support of how the consultation 
process is being accommodated.  A few historical places where interpretation has been 
effective include Barkerville and San Francisco. 
 
Rob McCullough felt the Museum could take a role in cooridinating an educational 
component with the School Board. 
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3.2 Legal Parameters of Heritage Conservation 
 (Bill Buholzer, Young Anderson Barristers and Solicitors) 
 
 Bill Buholzer, Young Anderson Barristers and Solicitors, reviewed the legal parameters 

demolition scenarios,  buildings and demolition permits, protected heritage buildings, 
Heritage Revitalization Agreement (HRA) buildings, Heritage Register buildings, 
temporarily protected buildings, pre-1900 buildings, buildings >50 years old, other 
buildings 

  
With respect to building and demolition permits Mr. Bulholzer explained there is 
 Generally no discretion whether to issue a permit 
 An exception for zoning bylaw which is in preparation for Council review 
 Exceptions for commercial and industrial sites that might be contaminated 
 A legal remedy against municipality for wrongful withholding of permit or delay: 

- Court order to issue the permit 
- Award of money damages for delay in issuing permit. 

 
Mr. Buholzer advised that designated heritage buildings require a heritage alteration 
permit (HAP) to make alterations and a HAP authorizing demolition may be refused.  
Buildings listed in an OCP schedule for a heritage conservation area require that a HAP 
be issued to permit the density provided under the Zoning Bylaw, but need not authorize 
demolition of the existing building. 
 
HRA buildings require an HAP for exterior changes and a HAP to authorize demolition 
may be refused.  For a Heritage Register building, a demolition permit can be withheld 
until the building permit has been issued.  A Heritage Register building is also eligible for 
a temporary protection order.  Council has mandated CHC review demolition permit 
applications in specific situations.  The City currently has 200 properties on the Heritage 
Register. 
 
Mr. Buholzer noted that for Council to issue a temporary protection order, it: 
 Requires a Council resolution 
 Must be for property that is or may be heritage property 
 Can be used for Heritage Register properties as well as others that have heritage merit 
 Has a 60-day maximum period, once in any two year period for any specific property 
 Requires a HAP to demolish which may be refused while protection order is in effect 
 Is used to provide an opportunity to negotiate permanent protection , for example an 

HRA 
 

Council has mandated the Planning Division and CHC review demolition permit 
applications, all of which are eligible for 60-day protection orders, for the following 
buildings: 
 Protected heritage buildings, 
 Heritage Register buildings, and 
 Buildings constructed before 1900. 
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The Planning Division is required by Council to review demolition application for 
buildings >50 years old.  If the Planning Division finds sufficient heritage significance, 
the demolition application comes before the CHC for consideration and a 
recommendation.  
 
Mr. Buholzer indicated, for all other buildings, the Planning Division is alerted to 
demolition plans by the building permit staff; however there is no mandatory review by 
CHC.   
 
Based on his experience, Mr.Buholzer commented that New Westminster has the most 
comprehensive demolition application review process of any place in the Province. Every 
building older than 50 years is reviewed for possible temporary protection and heritage 
retention. 
 

PROCEDURAL NOTE:  The Chair suspended discussion of Item 3.2 in order to move to Item 
5.1 as one member of the Commission had to leave and quorum will be lost. 
 
5.0 NEW BUSINESS 
 
5.1 811 Columbia Street - Mc & Mc Signage – Heritage Alteration Permit  
 

Ms. Schueck explained that this application was before the Commission for comment on 
the location of the signage, size of the lettering and the type of signage in terms of how it 
impacts the heritage value of the façade. 

 
The general consensus of the members was the building façade has been altered so many 
times over the years that it no longer resembles heritage.  The only issue of concern was 
that the canopy is not respectful of the heritage façade.  The Commission would like to 
see something more complimentary.  
 
This item will come back to the Commission with more detailed information for final 
support at a later date. 

 

5.2  845 Royal Avenue – The Telford Block – Heritage Alteration Permit 
 
 MOVED and SECONDED 

THAT the application for a Heritage Alteration Permit for 845 Royal Avenue (Telford 

Block) to allow the replacement of the existing metal framed windows on the rear, sides, 

and upper front elevations with single-hung wood frame windows be supported. 

 CARRIED. 
All members of the Commission present voted in favour of the motion.   
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5.3 421 Oak Street – Heritage Alteration Permit 
 

MOVED and SECONDED 
THAT the application for a Heritage Alteration Permit for 421 Oak Street to allow the 

use of a larger window at the lower level of the front elevation be supported. 

CARRIED. 
All members of the Commission present voted in favour of the motion. 

 
Although the Commission is aware there is nothing that can be done to stop demolition of the 
house at 221 Third Avenue they wish to go on record as not supporting this demolition. 

 
 MOVED and SECONDED 
 THAT the Community Heritage Commission does not support the demolition of the house 

at 221 Third Avenue. 

 CARRIED. 
All members of the Commission present voted in favour of the motion. 

 
Mr. Hutchinson left the meeting at 7:10 p.m. 
 
PROCEDURAL NOTE:  From this point forward, the meeting will be for discussion only as 
the Commission no longer had quorum.  The Commission returned to discussion under Item 3.2 
 
3.0 PRESENTATIONS Continued 
 
3.2 Legal Parameters of Heritage Conservation 
 (Bill Buholzer, Young Anderson Barristers and Solicitors) 
 
 In the ensuing discussion the issue of communication between CHC and the Heritage 

Preservation Society.  The Preservation Society representative requested the following: 
 Early notification of demolition permits; 
 Posting notification of demolitions on the website; 
 Inform both the Heritage Preservation Society and Residents’ Associations early in 

the process so they can speak to owners wishing to demolish heritage buildings in 
order to attempt to change their minds, and if this does not work, then to ask if the 
material will be available for salvage. 
 

Ms. Schueck assured Commission members that staff has asked for a legal opinion on the 
demolition process and whether or not the above suggestions are possible. The answer 
will be shared back with the CHC. 
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4.0 UNFINISHED BUSINESS  
 
4.1 Demolition Process – Discussion and Possible Recommendation from CHC to 

Council 
  
 This item will be brought to a future meeting after staff receives the legal opinion on the 

requests identified in item 3.2. 
 
4.2 Royal City Builders Awards – Nominations 
  

Commission members were asked to email their nominations to Julie Schueck at 
jschueck@newwestcity.ca. 
 

6.0 REPORTS AND INFORMATION 
 

6.1 City Heritage Program – Verbal Update (Standing Item): 
 

a. Demolition of 221 Third Avenue 
 

This item discussed earlier in the meeting. 

 
b. Sign application for 638 Columbia Street  

The applicants for a new sign at 638 Columbia Street are making progress with their 
application. 
 

With respect to the City’s consideration of four heritage conservation areas, Ms. Schueck 
reported the general response has not been favourable.   
  

6.2 Heritage BC Conference 2013: “A New Beginning” 
 When: Friday, October 18 and Saturday, October 19, 2013 
 Where: Shadbolt Centre for the Arts, Burnaby 

 
Conference 2013 will be the third and final of three events held at the Shadbolt Centre 
since 2011 while Heritage BC worked through a challenging period toward a new 
beginning. This last in the series of “mini-conferences” will follow the same format of a 
full-day program on Friday including reports and presentations, keynote speakers, 
member reports, the AGM and Awards Ceremony. Saturday will be a half-day program 
featuring a heritage bus tour.  
 
This item to be brought forward to the September meeting. 
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6.3 Heritage Canada Foundation (HCF) Announces Launch of Cornerstone Awards for  
 Building Heritage 
 
6.4 Vancouver Heritage Foundation “Heritage 101” Course Information 
 
6.5 News Leader Article re: 221 Third Avenue 
  
 This On-Table item was discussed at length earlier in the meeting. 
 
6.6 A Call to Nurse. Memories of Life On and Off Duty in a Hospital Training School 

1901 -1978. Compiled by the RCH School of Nursing Alumnae Book Committee 
 
 Councillor McIntosh brought a copy of the newly issued “A Call to Nurse. Memories of 

Life On and Off Duty in a Hospital Training School 1901 -1978” compiled by the RCH 
School of Nursing Alumnae Book Committee.  The book is available at the Royal 
Columbian Hospital gift shop for $45.00. 

 
7.0 CORRESPONDENCE 
 
7.1  New Westminster Historical Society Newsletter, No. 396, May 2013  
 
8.0 NEXT MEETING 

 
8.1 Next Meeting Date 
  

September 4, 2013 at 6:00 p.m. in Committee Room No. 2, City Hall or at the call of the 
Chair. 
 

9.0 ADJOURNMENT 
 

The meeting ended at 7:53 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
 Councillor Betty McIntosh  Donna Martin 
 Vice Chair  Committee Clerk 
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Memorandum 

 

To: Community Heritage Commission 

 

Date: July 10, 2013  

From: Julie Schueck, 

Heritage and Community Planner 

File: HER00439 

 

Subject: 702 Salter Street HRA – Updated Design Drawings 

 

 

The Hansen Residence, also known as the Emery House, was constructed in 1912 

and is one of the oldest remaining residences in Queensborough. It has been 

proposed as part of a 63 townhouse redevelopment application.  A Heritage 

Revitalization Agreement would provide long-term protection of the heritage 

building as well as restoration and rehabilitation of the exterior in exchange for 

allowing a duplex with an at-grade residential unit.  The HRA would also set out 

the obligations of each party and the timing of the work.  

 

The CHC has supported the Statement of Significance and the Heritage 

Conservation Plan.  After receiving an update on the application process at their 

January 9, 2013 meeting, the CHC expressed concern regarding the safety of the 

house given that the redevelopment application was put on hold by Council.  Since 

that time, the house has been temporarily relocated and made secure nearby while 

the redevelopment site is being prepared. 

 

The CHC is being asked to comment on the revised design of the Hansen 

Residence and to consider a formal recommendation in support of this Heritage 

Revitalization Agreement proposal. 
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Memorandum 

 

To: Community Heritage Commission 

 

Date: July 10, 2013  

From: Julie Schueck, 

Heritage and Community Planner 

File: HER00482 

 

Subject: 845 Royal Avenue – Heritage Alteration Permit  

 

 

 

The Telford Block began the process of a Heritage Revitalization Agreement 

project in 2009, receiving third reading of the bylaw on November 30, 2009.  The 

HRA bylaw was never adopted.  A Heritage Designation Bylaw, that formed part 

of the HRA process, was adopted on June 14, 2010, giving the property formal 

legal protection and requiring a Heritage Alteration Permit for any changes to the 

exterior. 

 

The HRA anticipated that six market condominium units would be created and 

that all required off-street parking be waived.  The property owner has since 

changed hands and the new owner wishes to create a number of smaller rental 

units instead.  The HRA will need to be amended because there would be a change 

in density (and would require a new Public Hearing and third reading).  The 

Heritage Commission will review the new proposal when at the next meeting. 

 

At the June 5, 2013 meeting, the CHC reviewed a heritage alteration permit to 

allow work to be carried out on the existing windows.  This application is to 

continue the work on the exterior but to have it conform to the proposed changes 

to the interior.  It also includes the storefront.  The proposed work retains more of 

the original design than the previous design did.  Please see attached drawings for 

the proposed design. 

 

The CHC is being asked to support this heritage alteration permit. 
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Memorandum 

 

To: Community Heritage Commission 

 

Date: July 10, 2013  

From: Julie Schueck, 

Heritage and Community Planner 

File: n/a 

 

Subject: Demolition Permit Applications for Review 

 

 

 

The following applications have been received and have been deemed by the 

Planning Division to have significant merit to warrant a review by the Heritage 

Commission. 

 

223 Campbell Street  

Building age: 1925 

Owner: E. Gatenbury 

This building was included in an informal 

inventory of pre-1926 houses in 

Queensborough, conducted in 2010 by 

Donald Luxton & Associates.   

A subdivision application has been 

approved, and design drawings for 2 new houses have been reviewed and meet the 

Zoning Bylaw requirements. 

 

 

912 Thirteenth Street   

(Please note that this is at the pre-

application review stage, so a formal 

demolition permit has not yet been 

requested.) 

Building age: 1926 

Developer/Owner: F.M. Spooner  

 

 

Staff would like to know if the CHC would like either of these applicants to be 

contacted for a discussion about heritage retention options.   
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June 28, 2013  
 
 
Dear City Board/Commission/Committee: 
 

Re:  Draft Queensborough Community Plan  
 
On June 17, 2013 Council released a draft of the Queensborough Community Plan for consultation. The 
purpose of the plan is to provide a renewed vision to the year 2041 and a regulatory framework to guide 
future growth of the Queensborough neighborhood toward achieving that vision. Once adopted, the 2013 
Queensborough Community Plan will replace the 1995 Queensborough Community Plan for this purpose. 
The new Queensborough Community Plan will be adopted by bylaw as a schedule to the City’s Official 
Community Plan (OCP).  
 
The Plan is the outcome of five years of visioning, research, analysis and consultation with Council, 
residents, businesses, investors, City committees, government agencies, neighbouring municipalities and 
other stakeholders. It responds to opportunities and challenges identified through research and 
consultation.  
 
We appreciate the feedback that your board/commission/committee has already given us on the plan. We 
would like to give you the opportunity, as part of the ongoing consultation process, to comment on the full 
draft of the Plan. The draft Plan, and additional information about the planning process, can be found at 
the following link: www.newwestcity.ca/queensborough.  
 
Please submit your comments to Lynn Roxburgh before Monday, September 16, 2013: 
 

By Mail:  Planning Division, 511 Royal Avenue, New Westminster, BC V3L 1H9 
By Email:  lroxburgh@newwestcity.ca 

 
If you have any questions regarding this letter, the content of the plan, or need more information regarding 
the community plan review process, please do not hesitate to contact either Jackie Teed, Senior Planner at 
604-515-3807 or Lynn Roxburgh, Planning Analyst at 604-515-3805.  
 
I look forward to hearing your feedback and working together to refine the content of the draft 
Queensborough Community Plan. 
 
Regards, 
 

 
Beverly Grieve, 
Acting Director of Development Services  

File: 13.2535.10 
Doc # 441090 

http://www.newestcity.ca/queensborough
mailto:lroxburgh@newwestcity.ca


 

 
 
July 5, 2013 
 

NOTICE OF ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING & 
CALL FOR NOMINATIONS TO THE BOARD 0F DIRECTORS 

 
 
 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
 
The Heritage BC Annual General Meeting will take place at 4:30 PM, Friday, 
October 18, 2012, at the Shadbolt Centre for the Arts, 6450 Deer Lake Avenue,  
Burnaby, BC. 
 
 

CALL FOR NOMINATIONS 
 
The Nominations Committee is seeking nominations to fill five positions on the 
Board of Directors that will be vacant as of the 2013 Annual General Meeting. 
The Board consists of nine directors who develop policy and oversee the 
direction and finances of the society.  The Committee seeks to maintain a broad 
range of skills and interests on the Board, and representation from as many 
regions of the province as possible.   
 
Election is for a two-year term and directors may serve up to three consecutive 
terms.  Directors are required to attend four board meetings a year, one of which 
is held in conjunction with the Annual Conference.  The time commitment for 
meetings, including travel, is usually not more than 10 days a year.  Some further 
time commitments may be required for committee work.  Directors receive no 
remuneration, but all authorized expenses are reimbursable. 
 
The Call for Nominations is being circulated to all voting members (Group and 
Individual) by post and email. 
 
Current Board of Directors 
 
Helen Cain, Victoria   Helen Edwards, Heritage Canada  
Ranjit Gill, Prince George  Shirley Gratton, Prince George  
Janice Henry, Kelowna   Zlatan Jankovic, Vancouver  
Don Luxton, Vancouver  Eric Pattison, New Westminster    
Bjorn Simonsen, Victoria  
 
         …2 
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The 2013 Election Schedule: 
 
July 5   Call for Nominations sent to members 
August 19  Nominations closed - last day for receipt of nominations 
August 29 Ballots mailed to all voting members (if voting required) 
October 14  Voting closed - last day for receipt of ballots 
October 18  Election results announced at the Annual General Meeting 
 
How to Nominate (Deadline August 19): 
 
Nominees must be either a member of an organization holding current Heritage 
BC Group Member status, or a Heritage BC Individual Member with at least one 
year’s standing.  
 
Nominations may be made by any voting member (Group or Individual) but 
Individual Member nominations must be sponsored by four additional Individual 
Members.   
 
To make a nomination, complete the Nomination Form, attach a resume of no 
more than 350 words, and submit in time to be received by the August 19 
deadline.  If more nominations than positions available are received, there will be 
a vote by mail-in ballot.  Nominee resumes will be circulated to Heritage BC 
members in the event of a vote – resumes in text or narrative form are generally 
most effective for the election process.  
 

Please Note:   
 

 To nominate or vote, 2013 membership dues must be paid. Please 
contact Jan Thomas if you have questions regarding your current 
membership status - see below. 

 
 A Member may not make more than one nomination in a given year. 

 
Address Enquiries to: 
Jan Thomas 
(604) 582-1332 
jthomas@heritagebc.ca 

 
 
 
Bjorn Simonsen, Chair,  
Nominations Committee 
Heritage BC 
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2013 BOARD OF DIRECTORS NOMINATION FORM 
 
NOMINEE 
 
            
Name of Nominee 
 
Membership Status: __Member of a Heritage BC Group Member 
   __Individual Member (must have one year's standing) 
    
            
Address   City     Postal Code 
 
            
Telephone      Email 
 
Please attach a resume (maximum 350 words) 
 
 
NOMINATOR 
           
            
Name of nominating member  
 
Membership Status:  __ Group Member 
   __Individual Member (must be supported by four sponsors) 
  
            
Address    City     Postal Code 
 
            
Group Member Contact Person 
 
            
Telephone     Email 
     
 
Individual Member Nomination:  Four Sponsors (Heritage BC Individual Members – names only) 
 
 
1.                               
 
2.            
 
3.            
 
4.            
 
 
This form must be received (email or post) by Heritage BC no later than August 19, 2012. 
 
Heritage BC, 914 Garthland West, Victoria, B.C., V9A 4J5 
rgoodacre@heritagebc.ca 
(250) 384-4840 
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JUNE 12 2013 
 
 
HERITAGE WEEK: FEBRUARY 17-23 2014 

Heritage Afloat! 
Water is not just for drinking. For thousands of years, the simple fact that water is 
buoyant has allowed us, and our cargo, to get from one place to another. Before 
there was the wheel, there was the boat. 

Because water floats our boats, we live close to water whenever we can. British 
Columbia is blessed with an abundance of water, and most of our towns and cities 
have been built next to lakes and rivers, at the ocean’s edge, or where rivers enter 
the sea. When we built roads and railways on land, they linked bodies of water to 
create a complete transportation network. Even today our economic future depends 
on the continuing availability of efficient and effective shipping to reach the world’s 
markets. 

In planning for Heritage 2014, you may wish to consider some of these themes and 
ideas: 

• Historic Ships and Ship Wrecks 

• First Nations: water craft and their manufacture, exploration, territory and 
settlement 

• European Contact, Exploration and Settlement 

• Transportation: shipping goods and shipping terminals, ferries and passenger 
service 

• Security: light houses and other navigation markers, Coast Guard and Coastal 
Defence 

• Recreation and Sport: boats and boat makers, racing and regattas, swimming 

• Home and Work Afloat: canneries, floating logging camps 

Contact us and tell us what your community is planning for Heritage Week! 
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