é Corporation of the City of
e \NEW WESTMINSTER

COMMUNITY HERITAGE COMMISSION

April 6, 2011 6:00 p.m.
Committee Room No. 2

MINUTES
VOTING MEMBERS PRESENT:
Councillor Jaimie McEvoy - Chair
Councillor Betty McIntosh - Vice-Chair
Gavin Hainsworth - Community Member
Garnet Hardy - Community Member
Karen Hasselfelt - Community Member
Gordon Hobbs - Community Member
Keith Hutchinson - Community Member
Roger Nottingham - Community Member
Kathleen Langstroth - Heritage Preservation Society (arrived at 6:10 p.m.)
STAFF:
Bev Grieve - Manager of Planning
Julie Schueck - Heritage Planner
Greg Magirescu - Manager Arts, Culture and Development
Rob McCullough - Curator, NW Museum & Archives
Donna Martin - Committee Clerk

The meeting was called to order at 6:05 p.m.

1.0 ADDITIONS TO AGENDA

MOVED and SECONDED
THAT the following item be added to the agenda:

o New Westminster Literature Fest added as Item 5.4
CARRIED.

All members of the Commission present voted in favour of the motion.

2.0 ADOPTION OF MINUTES

2.1 Adoption of the Minutes of March 16,2011

Item 5.3 (Page 4) of the March 16, 2011 minutes should read, Jean Barman.

MOVED and SECONDED
THAT the minutes of the Community Heritage Commission meeting held on March 16,

2011 be received and adopted as amended.
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CARRIED.
All members of the Commission present voted in favour of the motion.

Kathleen Langstroth joined the meeting at 6:10 p.m.

PROCEDURAL NOTE: The Chair moved to item 3.2 first.

3.0

PRESENTATIONS

3.2

Westminster Pier Memory Band Project — Greg Magirescu

Greg Magirescu, Manager of Arts, Culture and Development and Rob McCullough, Curator,
New Westminster Museum and Archives, reported on the proposed art projects at
Westminster Pier Park. The theme will be “Community on the River, the Place Where
People Meet.”

Public art will be displayed on the stair risers on aluminum panels. There will be
approximately 160 heritage photos in one section and heritage photos focusing on children
in another section. The panels will be three different sizes to create interest

Comments from the Commission:
e Like way photos on stairs are laid out right to left to create interest;
e Suggest a legend to identify pictures be placed close by.

MOVED and SECONDED
THAT the form and character of the public art for Westminster Pier Park be supported.
CARRIED.

All members of the Commission voted in favour of the motion.

Mr. McCullough noted the Westminster Pier Memory Band will be a 12 inch wide band of
steel imbedded in and running the entire length of the park along the primary path, which
will contain 116 terms relating to New Westminster. An outline of the criteria for various
categories was distributed On-Table Commission members were asked to comment on the
suggested terms.

Comments from the Commission:
e Add beaver to the list of fauna;
e Suggest names from more recent times

Mr. McCullough clarified there are no names of currently living individuals. The selections
have been restricted to the period 1859 - 1960 unless the person has played a significant role
in New Westminster history or may be internationally renowned.

Comments from the Commission continued:
¢ Add Mayor Fred Hume

e Add Mayor Beth Wood

e Add Edna Anderson
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3.1

MOVED and SECONDED
THAT the Westminster Pier Memory Band terms be supported.
CARRIED.

All members of the Commission voted in favour of the motion.

John Robson Elementary School Demolition — Jim Alkins (Project Director) and
Jeff Malmgren (Public Consultation facilitator), Casey Cook, School District No. 40

Jeff Malmgren, Public Consultation Facilitator, gave a broad overview of the process to
identify location for a new middle school. The new school will accommodate five hundred
students and be expandable to accommodate a total of seven hundred students, Grades 6-8.

Jim Alkins, Project Director, reported on the history of building noting even with major
renovations, the building condition was considered poor in 2004. An ongoing assessment
has identified harmful materials and the building is not seismically stable. There has been a
great deal of water damage and therefore there is very little that can be used again in terms
of materials.

Mr. Alkins indicated renovation is not economically feasible, nor will the site accommodate
the existing building and a new building. The old building does not meet School District
needs. The next steps are to identify physical elements that have heritage significance,
determine the heritage value and then document the items.

Questions from the Commission: (Response in italics)

e Is there an archaeological plan? The School District is currently working with the
provincial archaeological branch to determine the process to be followed.

o Will the low stone wall be preserved? The School District will try to work the wall into
the plan as part of process to determine what elements should be preserved.

e Will the physical aspects be preserved other than just in documentation? The School
District will work with the museum to determine what can and cannot be preserved
there.

e With respect to the historical significance of the building, how far along are you in the
process? The strategy is to do a design build approach whereby points could be given to
what is integrated into the design.

e Is there a timeframe for construction and where will the students go while the building is
constructed? As yet, there is no definite time line. The students will occupy the Saint
Mary’s site and then move on to Robson.

e Where is the property line for the existing school? The retaining wall is the current
property line. The new construction will be built on higher ground.

e Isit possible to use some of the heritage elements as interior elements? That is yet to be
determined.

e Have you considered a heritage professional from outside the area? That is a
consideration.

e Will the old fagade be preserved? The old fagade is stucco with the bricks stuck into it
and therefore is not worth trying to preserve it. However, it may be possible to preserve
the form and character of the facade.
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Comments from the Commission:

e It is important to retain non physical elements such as the architectural influence,
historical significance and saving John Robson’s stories gathered from the community.

e Dormers should be saved and incorporated into the new school rather than preserved at
the museum.

e Have concerns as to what will be saved.

MOVED and SECONDED

THAT the application for demolition of John Robson School located at 120 Eighth Street be
supported with the intent to save and/or incorporate heritage elements from the original
school building into the new building when possible,; and

THAT the School District report back to the Community Heritage Commission with updates

at regular intervals.
CARRIED.

All members of the Commission present voted in favour of the motion.

| 4.0

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

4.1

832 Royal Ave — follow up from site visit

Julie Schueck, Heritage Planner reported on the site visit of the sub-committee noting the
house is in good condition. The window frames appear to be original and some of the panes
appear original as well and the exterior massing and form of the house appear to be
unchanged.

Comments from the Commission:

e It would be good for City to preserve the house;

e Would need to hear the heritage rationale before removing the house from the heritage
register;

e Even if house is removed from the Heritage Register, it does not negate the fact it is the
oldest house in the downtown area;

* Because the house has been renovated so many times there is no heritage value left with
the exception of the date of construction.

MOVED and SECONDED
THAT further discussion regarding the property at 832 Royal Avenue be tabled to the next

meeting after staff has met with the owner and family.
CARRIED.

All members of the Commission present voted in favour of the motion.

PROCEDURAL NOTE: By consensus, the Commission moved to item 5.1.
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| 5.0

NEW BUSINESS |

5.1

Star Shipyard, 41 & 175 Duncan Street

Bev Grieve, Manager of Planning, presented the overall development proposal for 41 and
175 Duncan Street, asking the Commission members to comment on the proponent’s
submitted design guidelines, in particular how the guidelines respond to the Donald Luxton
Heritage Assessment report.

Questions from the Commission: (Response in italics)

e What is the employment zone? An area to keep industrial employment.

e How do we insure future developers will do what is recommended? Iz will be
incorporated into the rezoning.

Comments from the Commission:

e Like to see carpenter shop preserved/renovated,

e Incorporate mosaics about the shipyard in the walkway;

e Keep ship boat-ways;

e Do creative things with ship-like items;

e Consider interpretive centre like Steveston;

e Nice to have a viewing platform;

e Support Luxton report;

e Work with Fraser River Discovery Centre and the Museum;
e Like the idea of placing the artefacts in a public sphere;

* Recommend relocating employment zone to where carpenter shop exists;
e Concerned about loss of jobs that service the river.

e Concerned land is being taken out of industrial;

Kathleen Langstroth was excused from the meeting at 7:50 p.m.

4.2

4.3

Review of Demolition Review Policies

MOVED and SECONDED
THAT discussion of the Demolition Review Policies be tabled until the next meeting of the

Community Heritage Commission
CARRIED.

All members of the Commission present voted in favour of the motion.

Prince of Wales Prize — submission package draft for review and comments

Julie Schueck reported the Museum staff have reviewed the submission. Any comments
from Commission members should be forwarded to Ms. Schueck by email.
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4.4

Heritage Register Homes Workshop — update and agenda

Ms. Schueck reported vendors have signed on and there are plenty of gifts for a draw.

5.0

NEW BUSINESS A

32

3.3

5.4

Demolition Permits Issued — review by sub-committee

1029 Hamilton Street, Built 1945, not listed on the Heritage Resource Inventory or the
Heritage Register. No legal protection.

1941 Edinburgh Street, Built 1943, not listed on the Heritage Resource Inventory or
the Heritage Register. No legal protection.

Ms. Schueck acknowledged receipt of the Commission’s comments.
UBCM topic suggestions — Cllr. Jaimie McEvoy

MOVED and SECONDED
THAT topic suggestions for UBCM be tabled to the next meeting of the Community

Heritage Commission.
CARRIED.

All members of the Commission present voted in favour of the motion.
New Westminster Literature Fest

The New Westminster Literature Fest will be held (in partnership with Douglas College)
from 9:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. on Saturday, April 16, 2011

REPORTS AND INFORMATION j

Ms. Schueck distributed On-Table for information an April 6, 2011 report regarding the
review of building alterations for 125 Bronson.

CORRESPONDENCE ]

o

NEXT MEETING

Wednesday May 4, 2011 (in Committee Room No. 2)
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9.0 ADJOURNMENT

ON MOTION, the meeting adjourned at 8:12 p.m.

e

ouncillor Jaimie MCEM Donna Martin
Chair re Committee Clerk
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