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New Westminster Arena Strategy

Presented to Mayor and Council (Closed Council Meeting) November 9th, 2020



Purpose of the Arena Strategy

The goal of the new Arena Strategy is to recommend the most efficient  
and sustainable path forward in terms of all ice based and dry floor  
uses of arenas in NewWestminster

• Arena user groups had asked the City to review the situation recently

• The 2009 Comprehensive Master Plan had indicated a review was warranted

• A2015 Queen’s Park Master Plan indicated there was room in the park to add a  
second ice sheet when it became needed.



The Market Place

Current population is approximately 77,000

• One projection has the population growing  
to 110,000 by2041

• The proportion of elderly residents is  
projected to increase

• The proportion of children is projectedto  
remain the same

• The proportion of working age adults is  
projected to decline



The Historic Context

• The service level in 1975 was 1 sheet
per 19,000 people, double what it is  
today.

• This is consistent in the region.

• The use of arenas in the region has
been quite cyclical in nature, but the
historical 20 year trendshows an  
overall decline in demand.



How Much Capacity  
do we Have?

The two existing arena surfaceshave  
total capacity of 9,768 hours of  
potential use each year

• Ice in

• Dry floor

• Total

6,229 hours

3,539 hours

9,768 hours



How much of that  
capacity is being used?

Use in 2019 was approx. 6,362  
hours or about 65% ofcapacity

Use of Ice Time 4,638 hrs 74% capacity

Use of Dry Floor 1723 hrs 49% capacity

Total Use 6,362 hrs 65% capacity



What are the trends  
in use?

Recent trends in use in  
both New Westminster  
and the region are  
slightly downward

If they stabilize, there  
could be more users in  
future due togrowth in  
population



What is happening in the region?

• Two new sheets are under construction in south Burnaby

• One new sheet has been added in North Surrey



What is an appropriate  
service level?

Recommend a service level of one arena surface  
per 30,000 residents in the long term future,  
adjusted over time as trends change



Recommended  
path forward

• When should a third sheet be
contemplated? Not in next 10
years

• What to do with Moody Park  
facility? Replace rather than  
retrofit

• How can we have a multi-sheet  
complex? A second sheet at  
Queen’s Park

• What sized pads are needed? 
Potentially multiple smaller sheets



Next Steps

• Stakeholder review of the draft

• Prepare a finalreport

• Present final report to Council


