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The Hume Park Master Plan Engagement Phase #1 was held from December 16, 2019 through April 12, 
2021, with a pause due to the due to the declaration of the COVID-19 pandemic soon after Stakeholder Advi-
sory Group Workshop #1. It included the following presentations and events:

1.0	Stakeholder Advisory Group Workshop #1 - February 5, 2020 .......................................................................
2.0	Consultation with First Nations - January to May 2021 ..................................................................................
3.0	Saperton-McBride Residents’ Association - February 4, 2021........................................................................
4.0	Facilities, Infrastructure and Public Realm Advisory Committee - February 18, 2021...................................
5.0	Be Heard New West Online Egagement Tools - February 11 until April 12, 2021...........................................
6.0	Virtual Open house #1 - March 11, 2021..........................................................................................................
7.0	Be Heard New West Online Survey - March 11 until April 12, 2021.................................................................
8.0	Additional Feedback .........................................................................................................................................

This report contains the verbatim comments received from participants.
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The Stakeholder Workshop #1 was help on February 5th, 2020 with invited 
representatives of a number of stakeholder groups, including sports leagues; 
environmental groups; local school/daycare; Metro Vancouver; individual park users 
(including those with lived experience of a physical disability, cycling commuter, user of 
the dog off-lease area); and City of New Westminster concillors. Discussions centred 
around themes of Current Uses and Desired Future Uses; Environmental Considerations; 
and Transportation.
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Current / Desired Future Use 
 

1. What should we know about how you and others use Hume Park? 
- Lacrosse players and staff are highly active users.  

o April – July 4pm-9pm weekdays 
- 4, 5, 6 year olds use the fields for games 2 – 3 times per days. 
- Weekend phenomenon  
- People descend on the park 
- Regional destination 
- Highly used park! 
- Packed! 
- Wading pool is highly used. 
- Residents near the park don’t move their cars or else they won’t have a place to park 

again. 
- Hume Park School uses lacrosse court for PE 
- Home learners program  
- Trek to the washroom  
- Foul balls from softball landing in lacrosse box 
- Lacrosse box is in need of repair due to it’s critical to use. 
- Skinner knees 
- Lacrosse group is in need of access to covered floor space (willing to use that over 

the park if there is covered floor space available).  
- Accessibility of the lacrosse box is an issue for the lacrosse box due to steep hill. 
- Pickleball is in high demand. 
- Important to preserve natural features. 
- Out of school care uses park daily: tennis courts, lacrosse box (used for different 

things i.e.: learning to ride a bike), sledding, water park, playground, active/soccer 
on fields, fort building by river. 

- Soccer: boys on Saturdays & girls on Sundays 
- Adult leagues use. 
- Checking out frogs and salmon. 
- Lower Hume “precious” as it is – Picnics Shelter is a “Hub” for events. 

o Music/Dancing – isolated location allows for a celebration that does not 
bother others. 

- If you book the picnic shelter you really do have the field and the washroom. 
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- Affordable $119/day  
- Keep booking inclusive of both field and picnic shelter. 
- Lower Hume field may not be used very often – “pick-up” games only. 
- Church books out Lower Hume lots 
- Zone between spray park and playground is very crowded. People congregate here 

and watch kids. Must arrive early in the summer to get a spot. 
- Lower Hume area lovely for passive gatherings – parties, field use/passive play. 
- Fields are used for off-leash dog – don’t want big and small dogs to mingle. Some 

conflict with kids playground. 
- Launching of First Nations boat at Lower Hume “Spirit if the Children Group” 

 
2. How well does Hume Park support your needs in how you use the park? 

- Lack of accessibility to lacrosse box. 
- +10% slopes challenge for strollers 
- Baseball fields take up lots of space and are used primarily for baseball  

o Purpose fields may alternate some pressure. 
- Some of the (informal) trails are eroding 
- Tennis courts are in bad shape for playing tennis 
- Drainage issues – a lot of games get cancelled. 

o Lower Hume, between spray park and playground. 
- Challenge to watch multiple kids – distance between amenities (i.e. Lacrosse & 

playground) 
- Pool use is attractive because of variety of vicinity uses (i.e. Younger kids can play at 

spray park and older kids can play in pool). The pool gets a lot of use. 
- It is a park that has everything. 
- Pool is very well used, should be bigger, but only used 2 months of the year. 
- Accommodates rugby very well – except for the distance from the washroom/water. 
- Lacrosse fields are where “people pee” – washrooms are too far away from the 

fields. 
- Rugby players use caretakers suite to change. They fill up their water bottles there 

and it is too far away from the rugby fields. 
- Tennis courts are not well used. Probably don’t need 3 courts. Could convert one or 

two to basketball courts. 
- Keep the pool, it is small but well used. 
- Pool change rooms need updating. 

1.0 STAKEHOLDER WORKSHOP #1 | FEBRUARY 5, 2020
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- Playground and spray park meet the needs of uses – good for a range of ages. 
o Wood frame needs updating (pressure treated is rotted). 

- Drainage could be improved so lawn areas can be used.  
o Consider trees if you change the hydrology 

- Fields all get too wet. 
- Having playground close to play fields allow parents to “play” and keep an eye on 

the kids at the playground. 
 

3. How do you think the uses at Hume Park will change in the future? 
- Do we want to reduce the use on the park – make it more local? 
- Offload lacrosse if use can be in another location? 
- Facility priority vs. location. 
- River cannot be transported. 
- Centralized restroom facility would be helpful. 
- Program opportunity given huge draw of visitors (regional). 
- Caretakers building potential for programs + ecological center. 
- Expect that many new users with mobility challenges with the new Sapperton Green 

Development. 
- If pool is rebuilt, could the spray park be closer to the pool? 
- Can baseball be reduced? 
- Stewardship Groups 
- Roof over sports field – dry for lacrosse players. 
- Use caretaker building to run programs 
- Centralized Washroom 
- Resolve wet areas 
- Pick-Up basketball 
- Pool upgrade – Moody Park Style 

 
4. What is the one thing missing from the park? 

- Inclusion + accessibility  
o Broadly 
o Noise, vision, sensory, lighting considerations 
o To nature 

- Barriers: safety vs. obstacles 
- Entrance clarity 
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- Drop off for bus 
- Cover/Shade/Shelter 
- Entrance/access to park 
- There is no designated soccer field – lower Hume has never been an option 
- Lack of trails for seniors and people with mobility challenges to feel secure at with 

many rest areas. 
- There used to be a walkable hill between Upper Hume and Lower Hume 
- Are the trails in the right location? 
- Swimming spot in the river. 
- We don’t know the First Nations use/interest. 
- Don’t have user survey’s and what the demographic profile is. 
- Who is Sapperton Green Development predicting to sell units to and what are their 

needs? 
- A stewardship group for Hume Park is missing. 
- Improvement on fish habitat. 
- Make it a dead zone for cellphone coverage. 
- Gaps in universal uses (especially teens and seniors). Age, mobility, amenities need 

to be close. 
- Escape room in park (older group programming). 
- Signage: what is going on at the park & speaks to the history of the park (including 

First Nations). 
- Designated soccer fields. 
- Tackling trails – mobility, safe, secure, seating. 
- More access along the river. 
- True accessibility to the natural area and the whole park. 
- Deeper Pool 

 
5. Other? 

- Parks are not only for people. 
- Remember the Brunette River 
- Balance between program space and natural areas 
- Natural water areas create ecology and water connections. 
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Environmental Considerations 
 

1. What should we know about the ecological features in the park? 
- Over 25-10 years ago the banks along the brunette were stable. 
- 10 years to current date the banks have become unstable. 
- There is erosion along the banks of the brunette river. 
- Blackberry is an excellent barrier (better than fencing). 
- There is need for protection of the riparian area. 
- Lower baseball area floods, but is used in summer. 
- The lower area that floods is good for willows. 
- Many people have memories of playing in the creek while growing up. 
- The grades are steep within the Bluff. 
- Dogs often use the river which is a risk to the fish. 
- The Bluffs are amazing – natural playground for kids. 
- Natural setting, river, trees, wildlife – feels like you are away from the City. 
- Good place to go on a hot afternoon. 
- Follow the Brunette River to the lake. 
- Most beautiful rugby setting in the Lower Mainland (forest backdrop). 
- Wildlife – Hair, beavers, fish, nooksack dace, bear, coyotes, herons, bats, songbirds. 
- The bluff is a good refuge for wildlife. 
- There are animals that use the site (beavers, herons, ect.) 

 
 

2. What could be done to improve ecological sensitive areas within Hume Park? 
- Bank stabilization with large woody debris. 
- Improve fish habitat (sanctuary and erosion protection) 
- Protection of the bank while allowing people to access it.  
- Burnaby Plan – walk at rivers edge. 
- How people move through the bluff – safety and lighting 
- Improvements in access to sensory enjoyment of natural areas / the ravine. 
- Stream restoration with Metro Vancouver, jointly review bank stabilization with a 

20+ year timeline. 
- Map of pipeline (proposed) to be considered. 
- People aren’t always conscious or aware of Lower Hume and the Brunette River. 

Education could be shared on the ecological value of this place. 
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- Look at drainage into the Brunette. 
- Many people chose to run their dogs off-leash in Lower Hume and into the Brunette. 

They often don’t clean up after their dogs since they are in the “woods” This should 
be an on-leashed area only: this is a “sensitive ecological area” 

- Education and enforcement are needed in Lower Hume to prevent off-leash dogs. 
- On hot summer days people claim spots under the big shade trees. 
- A larger riparian buffer. 
- Restoration on the Coquitlam site. 
- Locate higher intensity uses across the river. 
- Opportunity for off channel pond and habitat.  

o Connect people with boardwalks, ect. 
o Salmon viewing platforms 
o Opportunity for interpretive signage 

- Is there a space for consultation during implementation? 
- Restoration efforts should involve the community so they can see the progress of 

restoration. 
- Daylight the ephemeral creek. 
- Marsh in Lower Hume should attract song birds. 
- Make spots next to river nice. 
- Info on the Brunette River – it is part of a bigger system “story behind the river” 
- Plants aren’t the only invasive species – there’s also invasive wildlife. 

 
3. What is your perspective on the balance between the park’s recreation and ecological 

features? 
- Recreational activities to be kept at the upper level of Hume Park. 
- Passive, natural areas will become more important for human refuge as the City 

grows and densifies (Sapperton Green Development). Population of people and dogs 
will increase. 

- Lower Hume, having 1 picnic shelter is adequate. People occupy other spaces on the 
lawn and in the trees (informal). 

- Lower Hume balances passive and active uses. 
- Consider passive use in Lower Hume only and active uses in Upper Hume. – Lower 

Hume can feel isolated. 
- Dogs & Environment: 

o It’s in the wrong place 
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o Seems reasonable along east trail, bridges across 
o But no shade there, could plant some trees and add water fountains. 
o Also where no kids are 

 
4. As Cities urbanize and densify, how important will the preservation and enhancement 

of ecological features be? 
- There is value in quiet nature. 
- See a large increased demand for the natural conditions. 
- Preservation of the natural area is very important. 
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Transportation 
 

1. What should we know about how you and others get to Hume Park? 
- Lives nearby and walks. 
- Drive (work all over) and parks at Lower Hume lot 
- Lives in Port Moody area and parks at Lacrosse Box 
- Drives to school daily and parks daily on Faber 
- Transit 
- Soccer – all capacities 
- Parking on game days is a hassle. 
- Sports team need to drive in order to bring their gear. 
- Driving quickly, late for practice & trying to find parking. 
- Turning out into traffic is an issue. 
- 4pm parking is okay – 5pm/6pm parking is challenging (1 block) difficult for 

residents. 
- Not enough accessible parking. 
- Walk up Braid Street instead of Central Valley Greenway 
- Bus route is good and direct vs. hill at bus stop. 
- Live nearby and walks. 
- A lot of people come to Hume Park with gear (ie. coolers, chairs, equipment). 
- Not safe along E. Columbia Street  

o Kids Elementary 
o Narrow sidewalk 
o Fast traffic 

- Rugby Players: 
o Some Skytrain and some drive to Hume Park 
o Sapperton Green connection from Skytrain will help 

- Cultural Celebration – Drive and park on North Road 
- Pedestrians: 

o  Crossing at North Road,  
o Two pedestrian lights – One has set of stairs that could benefit from a ramp 

and make it more accessible. 
- Cycle through along Brunette River – crossing at North Road is fast and responsive 

 
2. How do you think transportation to Hume Park will change in the future? 
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- Is the Lower Hume parking lot necessary? Could replace stalls with roadside parking? 
- Why is the “heavy handed” trail (old picnic shelter) there? 
- Entrance to Lower Hume is confusing with inconsistent signage. 
- Route through park is very circuitous – dog park is in the way. 
- Increased transit – huge Skytrain station  
- Green fingers from Sapperton Green Development 
- This is a destination Park, people coming from all over the Lower Mainland and have 

stuff (Chairs, BBQ, gear) it is difficult to walk, bike, or take transit with equipment. 
- To encourage walking and biking create better more universal access. (stairs and 

muddle puddles) 
- Greenway behind Amazon warehouse/Sapperton Green site: rroded gravel, unlit, 

poor lighting, navigating chain link fence. 
- Very Steep hill from Lower Hume to Upper Hume = too steep to walk or cycle. 

 
3. What could be done to encourage to use transit, cycling, and walking to get to Hume 

Park? 
- A designated drop off zone 
- Connection from North Road trail to Lower Hume entrance should be improved. 
- There are many transit options for the park 
- Ride sharing parking provisions 
- A connection to cut across the Bluff (for wheels) 
- Take out wide trail and replace with narrower further trails from river with 

restoration. 
- Maintain Central Valley Greenway – lighting, unsafe feeling. 
- Wayfinding is lacking. 
- Sidewalk is too narrow. 
- Barrier between sidewalk and traffic. 
- Covered waiting area for taxi. 
- Drop off zone for gear – then park & shuttle/bus (some people have started to do 

this) 
- Address car speeding on North Road. It’s not a road people want to walk along. 
- Consider parking on one-side of North Road at certain times of day. 
- Main entrance at the bottom of Kelly Street. If you know the park you would find the 

Lower Hume entrance. 
- Signage and wayfinding through trails and greenways. 
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4. What is the most important change we should consider to future proof the park with 

regards to multi-modal transportation? 
- Could there be parking in a lot across the river with bridge across Brunette? 
- A blueway in the Brunette (non-motorized) 
- A better cycling connection through park. 
- A good connection would be okay despite potential conflicts with playgrounds. 
- Chairlift 
- Hop on hop off park to park bus. 
- Wheelchair is easier than having a walker, cane, or crutches. Considerations should 

be made when for people of all mobilities.  
o Uneven surfaces 
o Loose surfaces 
o Steep slopes 

- Implement a safe, direct, accessible pedestrian and cycling route to Skytrain. 
- Level connection along the river at the top of floodplain (similar to Burnaby site). 
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Overall Park Considerations 
 

1. Highly Used Park 
o Some demands and active uses can be shifted (in the park or within the City) 
o Active uses need upgrades. 

2. Special Spaces are Unique to the Park. 
o Natural quality at the river, education element at the river (history and 

nature) 
o Preserve ecological space 
o Unique element is and continue to be a working river (5 fish species) 
o Enhance attitude of Lower Hume area 
o First Nations Opportunity 

3. Wide Range of People and Groups use this Park 
o Seniors  
o School 
o Bootcamps 
o Families 
o User groups find their areas. 

4. Accessibility & Inclusivity 
o Ability to enjoy ecological area 
o Active participants 

5. Safety & Visibility in Paths 
o Washrooms 
o Evening 
o Quiet and tranquility at the river attracts 

6. To promote transit, cycling, and walking to the Park. Create a direct, accessible, and 
safe route to Skytrain… in the meantime, fix “Sketchy Trail”. 

o Any changes to the parking would benefit field users (i.e. lane of parking on 
E. Columbia Street). Managing parking demand for park users. 

7. Preserve the “wild” in the urban setting. Balancing program space with natural 
space. Educate on the ecological value of Lower Hume and use of this area for dogs 
off-leash. 

8. This park is not only for people. Consider nature, wildlife, and managing invasive 
species. 
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9. Existing park program is great (with a few improvements) but how do we preserve 
this and keep it working with an increased population. 

10. No pipeline please.  
11. Keep and Enhance the outdoor pool. 
12. Educational opportunity of using Hume Park as a classroom, gymnasium, and for 

stewardship programs for school age kids. 
13. The importance of the restoration of the riparian area. Continuous/permanent 

stewardship groups should be established. 
14. Finding the right fit and not losing the variety of uses. Make everyone happy. 

Establish the character of the major pieces. Active recreation; Passive/Restoration. 
15. Improving better accessible connections to and through the park. 
16. First Nations should be at the table. Incorporate traditional knowledge and uses. 
17. There are gaps in supporting different age groups (teens and seniors) and users of 

varying abilities. 
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In response to the formal invitation to consult on the Hume Park master Plan to the Nations 
with claims in New Westminster in early 2021, City staff received a response letter from the 
Tsleil-Waututh Nation (TWN) on May 6, 2021

2.0 CONSULTATION WITH FIRST NATIONS | JANUARY TO MAY, 2021

 

 

 
May 6th, 2021 
 
TWN File:  21-176 
 
Rob McCullough 
Manager, Museums and Heritage Services 
Office of the CAO 
City of New Westminster 
511 Royal Avenue 
New Westminster, BC V3L 1H9 
 
Dear Rob McCullough,  
 
RE: City of New Westminster Hume Park Master Planning Initiative 
 
Tsleil-Waututh Nation (TWN) has received your email and supporting documents, dated March 
16th, 2021, regarding the City of New Westminster Hume Park Master Planning initiative (“the 
Project”). Please note that projects are reviewed from the perspective of the Tsleil-Waututh 
Nation’s Stewardship Policy (2009), attached.  
 
TWN is a First Nations government that has constitutionally protected rights, title and interests. 
A key goal of the Tsleil-Waututh community is to expand its participation in all planning and 
development processes that take place within the Consultation Area in order to fulfill the 
Nation’s role as stewards of the lands and resources of the territory, to protect Tsleil-Waututh 
Aboriginal rights, title and interests, and to create greater economic and social results that can 
be equitably shared. 
 
TWN stands by the principle of achieving “net environmental gain”, rather than an approach 
based on mitigating project impacts for “no net environmental loss.” With this in mind, TWN 
expects project design and construction activities meet or exceed best management practices 
for: 
 

• Protecting air, land, and water from degradation including a consideration of cumulative 
effects; 

• Ensuring net environmental gain after disturbances; 
• Ensuring that any components of cultural heritage or cultural health are not impacted; 
• Ensuring that impacted Nations are meaningfully consulted and that there are no 

outstanding objections or concerns with other locally-affected First Nations. 
 
 

10 | HUME PARK MASTER PLAN | Engagement Phase #1 Verbatim Responses



 

 

 
TWN takes a precautionary approach when dealing with impacts to TWN cultural heritage. A 
lack of known or documented archaeological deposits within the Project area does not preclude 
the possibility of archaeological deposits within the Project footprint. TWN requires the holder 
comply with the Heritage Conservation Act (HCA) and when necessary, as outlined in the HCA, 
retain an archaeological professional to conduct the appropriate assessments. Further: 
 

1) TWN requests Archaeological Overview Assessments (AOA) for sites in and around 
waterways and in areas deemed high potential for cultural heritage by TWN.  
 

2) A TWN Cultural Heritage Investigation Permit Application (CHIP) is required for 
archeological projects and reports. Please have your archaeologist apply for a CHIP 
through Tsleil-Waututh Nations Treaty, Lands, and Resources Department 
(archaeology@twnation.ca) before conducting any archeological work. 
 

3) TWN requests that the recommendations in AOAs and Archaeological Impact 
Assessments (AIA) are followed, and that this is done in consultation with TWN. 

 
4) TWN would like to include the opportunity for local First Nation groups to send 

monitors for upcoming works in and around waterways and/or sensitive environments, 
including any field work required to complete AOAs and AIAs. Tsleil-Waututh has both 
environmental and archaeology monitors available.  

 
In the event that unanticipated archaeological features (e.g. culturally modified trees, evidence 
of historic trails, shell middens) or artifacts are encountered during project activities, in 
accordance with the HCA, all work in the area must cease. Subsequently, TWN, other affected 
First Nations, and the British Columbia Archaeology Branch must be promptly informed 
regarding the particulars of any archaeological resources and the extent of the impacts to these 
resources.  
 
Tsleil-Waututh’s comments on the Projects include, but are not limited to, the following: 
 

• Beyond the comments provided in this letter, TWN does not have the capacity to 
further engage on this Project at this time. However, TWN requests that the City of New 
Westminster continue to send project-related updates and materials. 

 
The Consultation and Accommodation (Referrals) team receives a high volume of project-
related correspondence. TWN requires adequate time (45 days) to review and comment on all 
reports and any other information related to the Projects. Time frames for review should be 
built into Project design and construction timelines. Although we endeavour to respond in a 
timely manner to all projects occurring within our territory, this is not always possible.  
 

 

 

 
Therefore, this correspondence and/or the absence of a response from TWN is not deemed 
consultation. 
 
If you have any questions, please feel free to contact our referrals team at 
referrals@twnation.ca. 
 
Respectfully, 
 

 
Kate Menzies 
Consultation and Accommodation Manager  
Treaty, Lands, and Resources Department 
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4.0 FACILITIES, INFRASTRUCTURE AND PUBLIC REALM ADVISORY COMMITTEE | FEBRUARY 18, 2021

Staff presented to the Sapperton-McBride Residents’ Association on February 4th, 2021 to inform them of the project 
and to garner high level input about the long-term vision for the park.

RA members provided the following comments:

•	 Possibility of an artificial turf field for yearround play was raised
•	 Coquitlam’s proximity to Hume Park was raised and whether they are involved in the process
•	 A question was asked about what the future plans are for the school district-owned site on Fader street.
•	 Suggestion for an amphitheatre in Lower Hume.

Staff presented to the Facilities, Infrastructure and Public Realm Advisory Committee on February 18th, 2021.

Committee members provided the following comments:

•	 Map on south side – review the boundary; appears to include School District land
•	 What extent of changes will we see? Just certain areas or the entire park?
•	 Consider the Quadreal/Sapperton Green (SG) site:

•	 What is access to the SG site?
•	 City doesn’t apply enough public realm conditions on developers
•	 If there’s work done by City to change the public realm requirements, take the opportunity to leverage the new 

development for this space
•	 SG is going through Master Planning process – City needs to review developer contribution requirements
•	 Brunette river area needs to be part of that discussion - e.g. increase riparian zone

•	 Include ways to get to the park – e.g. Central Valley Greenway – and consider active transportation
•	 Connecting to Braid Street and neighbourhood should be part of the Hume Park master plan and the Sapperton Green 

master plan.

3.0 SAPPERTON-McBRIDE RESIDENTS’ ASSOCIATION | FEBRUARY 4, 2021
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5.1 FORUM: WHAT WOULD YOU LIKE TO SEE IN HUME PARK?

Public engagement phase 1 was conducted from February 11 until April 12, 2021 via the Be Heard New West online 
platform. Forum, Stories, Mapping and Survey engagement tools were employed with 5 respondents contributing to 
the Forum, one to the Stories, and three to Maps, and 99 to the Survey.

5.2 STORIES:  TELL US WHAT YOU LOVE MOST ABOUT HUME PARK

•	 New: basketball court, bike racks.Enhancements: improved tennis court, new pool, more trees to replace the 
many that have come down in the last few years!

•	 enhance and protect the natural areas in the park.  Make lower park more natural as the flooded field doesn’t 
have much function.

•	 The park desperately needs a basketball hoop or two. There could be one incorporated into the underused tennis 
courts and also one incorporated into lacrosse box. Painting “keys” would be cheap.The porta-potty in the North-
east corner should be left year round.The dogpark requires some “fill”. Turns into a swamp after just a bit of rain.

•	 Lower Hume is often used as an unsanctioned off leash area, and dog owners do not control their animals. I 
would like to see enforcement of this, as it makes it uncomfortable and unsafe for users with small children or 
who do not like dogs. There is an actual off-leash area in Upper Hume for that very purpose.

Growing Up With Hume

We moved to Fader street in 2010 when our first born was 1. She is now 10 and our second is 4. We make several 
trips to the park each week but for many different reasons. Sometimes it is to play tennis, or hockey or soccer in the 
lacrosse courts, or soccer or frisbee in the fields, or tag on the playground or waterpark, or adventuring in the forest, 
or biking around the park, or going swimming at the pool. The variety is wonderful.

Hume has been the perfect back yard and I love that it has facilities for every age and skill level.

5.0 BE HEARD NEW WEST ONLINE ENGAGEMENT TOOLS | FEBRUARY 11 - APRIL12, 2021
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Please tell us more about your personal experience of Hume Park. Use green pins to show us 
your favourite spots and red pins for areas you think could be changed or improved upon in the 
future.

Keep the trails wild

Protect the river but still access in limited areas

This filed is too wet to be used most of the time.  provide better drainage for some areas but rewild most of it.

Upper field is good but would prefer not to add lights.  Let this park support nature with the large habitat area. 
Lights would harm that.

Update the pool and create an inclusive and accessible space for the community, would be even better if closer to 
parking and incorporated into other washroom facilities. 

Create gender-neutral washroom facilities that are inclusive of everyone. 

Improve the bike path in this area, separate from roadway. 

Kids love wading in the river in the summertime.  

Consider more natural playground features, like those at Sapperton Park. 

Love the spray park!

Pool is great for the kids. 

Address inadequate on-site parking. How does access through the residential area and overflow parking on adja-
cent streets affect residents in the area?

Enhance and protect the streambank, remove invasive species / add native species, improve access to river (na-
ture trail?) for people in a way that doesn’t disrupt fish habitat, erode the streambank. 

Appreciate the off-leash park size.  Only official one in Sapperton so very much needed.

Keep all current features in the playground with expansion for those who use mobility aids and have special 
needs, as well as for the pre-school ages. 

Great to see how well used these open spaces are by groups picnicking.  Would suggest more benches through-
out the park for seniors and everyone really!

Many years of wonderful community picnics held at lower Hume!  Room for a large group, place to bbq and play 
group games on the lawn.

I agree with idea of a nature trail (like at Deer Lake perhaps?) which protects the river ecosystem/salmon spawn-
ing by limiting access while still allowing people/dogs to enjoy the scenery.

Bathroom design to consider feedback from persons from other cultures/new to Canada as well.  Bathrooms 
need to feel safe for all to use. 

Well used and a great amenity in the summer for kids of all ages!

2

5

4

3

1

6

7

8

9

12

15

14

13

11

16

17

19

10

18

20

5.3 MAP: TELL US ABOUT HUME PARK
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Hume Park Master Plan – Online Open House #1
March 11, 2021 6:30 8:00pm

Breakout Room Discussion Summary

Group 1
How many in group: 9 (at closing)
Facilitator: Nell Gasiewicz

1. What do you love about Hume Park?

 The pool. It’s a place to take the family swimming. Run into neighbours. Some of the older kids
can go unsupervised.

 At the dog park 2 3 times a day. Like the size (7 dog owners in group). Nice mix of exposed –
sunny spots and shady spots. I like the giant oak trees that provide shade. Like the long stretches
for dogs to run or find a spot away from less friendly dogs. Challenges – muddy sometimes.

 I like that the dog park is close. But maybe it’s too close to the baseball diamond.
 I love the river.
 Love the hill for sledding.
 Many people can move through the park without feeling crowded.
 Good setup – have a full view of the playground area.

2. How do you get to the Park?
 Most walk, live in neighbourhood.
 It would be nice to extend the sidewalk on east side of Garrett and continue through park. Right

now you get to the end and “you’re stuck” without a continuous paved path.

3. How do you move through the Park? Are there improvements that we should consider?

 Find a lot of garbage lately. Maybe blown off from traffic, maybe from construction.
 Pine cones keep
 Since the expansion of the crossing and lane closure on North Road, we see increase in traffic on

greenway. There are many more cyclists through park, especially at Lower Hume.
 I use the greenway along the river regularly. This greenway needs lots of work; wouldn’t go

there at night (doesn’t feel safe). Completely sketchy.
 We always use the path by the dog walk. Don’t want it to feel like I’m walking in front of

someone front yard (at Sapperton Green). A well defined threshold is important. Also, this path
receives a lot of flooding.

 My mom’s in a wheelchair and there’s not much she can do in Hume Park.
 It’s also a challenge to get to Hume Park in a wheelchair, unless you plan your path ahead of

time.
 I use paths in Bluffs to get to Lacrosse box. Find it annoying to squeeze between tennis and

lacrosse box or have to go through the muddy field.
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 We love the long dog park but people who park in lower Hume tend to cross through the dog
park to get to Upper Hume (don’t know they can park at Upper Hume).

 People end up parking on streets. There isn’t enough parking in Hume Park. In summer time,
people park all down our block (Fader Street).

 Baseball games are the biggest events requiring parking.
 Really curious if better designed, easier to see parking could be implemented. Can’t see where

parking is; people have to walk around cars.
 A third of the parking is “circling”. A lot of people drive in (to Lower Hume), see there’s no

parking, drive out. Moving the parking out of the middle of the park might be helpful. Is parking
along the trail legal?

 Parking on E Columbia, up towards 8th, there are times you can park (off peak) on street.
Suggestion that this might be implemented along the HP stretch of E Columbia (east lane).

 Parking at Upper side – Seeing a lot of cycling traffic (awesome) but CVG goes along Hume Lane
where cars drive/park. This is unsafe. Seen many close calls at Garrett/Lower Hume. Need
clearer access way.

 We don’t want to encourage people to drive to Hume Park. Skytrain is close; most people that
park on my street are City staff (of pool). Don’t want to encourage additional parking around
Hume Park.

 But it’s hard to bring in gear to park (e.g. birthday parties) without a car.
 Want better planned parking. Parking the way it is now is dangerous to park users.
 I would like to see functional bike parking. There aren’t great places to park bikes.

4. What could be done to enhance the ecologically sensitive areas in the Park?

 

5. How do use the Park in Upper Hume, the Bluffs and Lower Hume?

 I live 2 blocks away – frequently picknic, throw around a Frisbee. Kids still fairly young so stay
near playground. Will likely move closer to river when they’re older.

 Only thing I haven’t used is the baseball diamond. Walk through park everyday, with dog, go to
pool, play tennis. This is typical in the neighbourhood. Walk on the way to dance, etc. We’re
there most days.

 I like to go through the Bluffs.
 Would love to see more picnic spaces. Not enough picnic tables.
 Love the open spaces, unstructured spaces.
 Walk dog. I’m at the park almost everyday, use all areas of park with or without dog. Sometimes

running.
 We try to mix up the dog parks but this one is the most likely (because closest). Have

suggestions for dog park – would like lights (especially in winter) to extend usable; fix the
muddiness; could use additional, better maintained water fountains.

 At the dog park everyday 1 3 times per day. Nobody wants to use the water fountain. Pretty
gross. Would like nicer upgraded fountains.

 Need bottle filler style fountain. Hard to fill up bottle now.
 Programming with summer staff is great. Really enjoy the activities. I remember that as a child

30 years ago.

6.0 VIRTUAL PUBLIC OPEN HOUSE #1 | MARCH 11, 2021
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 Hard to get to and from benches

6. Are there uses you would like to see added to the Park in the future in Upper Hume, the Bluffs
and Lower Hume?
 Don’t want to lose any functions that hume park does have.

Group 2
How many in group: 9 (8 at closing, one person left early for crying kids )
Facilitator: Erika Mashig

1. What do you love about Hume Park?

 Love all the dogs in the park, the long dog run is really nice and I enjoy taking my dog on the
trails.

 The large green space within upper Hume Park and the diversity/ range of amenities. It is a
great place for families. I host BBQ’s in the park and attend birthday parties, and just set up
lawn chairs with my friends to socialize and watch the park activity.

 The diversity of the park, especially the bluffs and the connection to the River. The natural
features make this park very unique.

 I enjoy the entire park with my family, there is something for everyone. Well rounded activities
are available to the whole family.

 I enjoy all aspects of the park, especially the playground, spraypark and pool. The trails and
surrounding natural areas are special feels like a place of refuge.

 The pool! My kids love it and it is fun for everyone. The entire park offers so much for so many.
 I don’t live in NW, so my experience of the park has been as a visitor. The park evoked a

nostalgic feeling for me, bringing back memories of having fun as a kid in parks. I enjoyed the
diversity of the park, exploring/ seeing a range of activities.

2. How do you get to the Park?
 Drive
 Drive (I am in a wheelchair)
 Drive
 Walk enter of Holmes Street, across E. Columbia St. I don’t know Lower Hume existing for the

first few times I visited the park w/ my family.
 Walk enter off Kelly Street at parking lot entrance ** this feels like the “main entrance” of the

park.
 Consider marked entry points to the park and a wayfinding system. The park sign is not very big

or noticeable as an identifier. Structure for the entry points would helpful.

3. How do you move through the Park? Are there improvements that we should consider?
 I walk through the park, and often watch the lacrosse games. The paved paths are in good

shape compared to other parks in the city. Consider more walking paths if possible.
 Trails in the Bluffs is where I walk, great place to walk with my dog. Don’t pave these trails, but

they could use some maintenance and “fixing up”. Keep this area natural. The trails along the
Brunette that lead you towards Sapperton Green are often soft and muddy. This area is
ecologically sensitive and we should deter large #’s of people from entering this area.
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 Suggest a ped/ cyclist bridge from Coquitlam to New Westminster, spanning over the Brunette.
 I walk through the park, I don’t cycle. Mainly because I don’t really know where the paths go.
 I do not use the trails. I would like to, but I can’t because I am in a wheelchair. An accessible

trail would allow everyone to experience the trails. Look at Stanley Park Beaver Lake Trail.
 I walk the trails alone and do not feel safe there as it gets dark. Consider adding good

wayfinding/ signage so you always know where you are and where you are going. Also consider
lighting

4. What could be done to enhance the ecologically sensitive areas in the Park?
 Birding is popular, consider specific infrastructure for birders ie bird blind, view platforms, etc
 Consider introducing owls to Lower Hume
 Label the trees with names and natural history. Interpretive information helps educate people

and in turn, foster stewardship of our natural areas.
 Add more trash receptacles to keep people from littering in the park.
 Trails in the Bluffs are magical. My kids feel free and it is a special part of this park for them.

Preserve this area as wild, don’t manicure it or urbanize it.
 Yes, keep this area wild.
 The area closest to the River needs a bigger riparian zone.
 Great to have access to the water for kids, but if too many people enter this area it will be

damaged. Consider designating areas along the river for people (ie viewing decks or beaches)
 The river is not accessible for small children, may be that is okay? Keep the riparian areas

protected and restrict or limit people/ uses in this zone.
 Find ways to educate and steer people towards respecting these areas. Keep maintaining them,

especially as more people are moving to the Sapperton Green development.

5. How do use the Park in Upper Hume, the Bluffs and Lower Hume?
 Lower Hume and Bluffs are a great and quick escape from the city into nature.
 Upper and Lower Hume Picnic with our family and our friends
 Concerned with the pressure that will be put on the park with the Sapperton Green

Development
 Upper and Lower Hume Love the passive recreation opportunities in the park
 Upper Hume Love the variety of recreational activity in Upper Hume Park, I mostly watch the

sports.
 Concerned with the Sapperton Green development and impacts to the park. Also concerned

that the community will lose facilities/ amenities that younger generations do not value.
 Upper Hume Spraypark
 Lower Hume Walks and playing in the River
 Greenways I commute along the BFRG
 Lower Hume I am a Scout leader and we use Lower Hume for picnics
 Upper Hume We love the spraypark and the pool(family activity)
 Upper Hume The large open green space is important and should be maintained as green

space.
 Lower Hume and Bluffs Just to be in nature.
 Upper Hume As a NW Soccer Club Representative, we use the field.
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 Upper, Lower Hume and Bluffs I have 2 kids and we go to the park everyday. We use the whole
park and the park needs better maintenance and upgrades to many of the amenities.

6. Are there uses you would like to see added to the Park in the future in Upper Hume, the Bluffs
and Lower Hume?
 Make the pool bigger. It’s been the same size over the years, but the population has grown. As

new population of people expected with the Sapperton Green Development, the pool needs to
be bigger and more accessible for families.

 We missed the pool in 2020 when it closed due to Covid (3 residents mentioned this).
 Sapperton neighbourhood needs a community centre and the SG development or near Hume

Park would be a good location.
 Tennis courts need maintenance, they are used. They could double as pickleball courts if

additional lines were painted.
 Maintain the park properly and regularly
 I represent one of many sport user groups. There are lots of adult and youth sports leagues in

the city and not enough all weather fields with lighting to accommodate them all. Add a
synthetic sports field in Upper Hume Park with lighting (similar to Queens Park) that will
accommodate a variety of different sports.

 

Group 3
How many in group: 11 (10 at closing)
Facilitator name: Jason Wegman/Dustin Ray Wilks

1. What do you love about Hume Park?

 Park is south from the massive development (Lougheed) – Concerns around the fact that many
users are likely coming from Burnaby.

 Dog Parks bringing people in. Size of the dog park is amazing. Is the idea to keep the dog park
the same?

 Garry Oak Trees – be protected, have an inventory of them.
 Natural Part of the park. Get a very good view of the sky from the grass. Able to see Orion from

the grass field. If the school pointed their lights down further, you’d have a better view of the
sky.

 Upper area of the park, open area and safe.
 Wild aspect of the lower part of the park.
 Benches/Picnic Tables
 Spray Park
 Ball diamond Community Baseball.
 Lacrosse Box

2. How do you get to the Park?
 Walk
 Walk through

Doc # 1787073 Page 6

3. How do you move through the Park? Are there improvements that we should consider?

Walk through.
Dog Walking

Improvements – See # 6
 Issue – Parking. Implications to consider.
 Hope that the park would continue along the river.
 Connection between the park and the skytrain station.
 Lower part of the park is used less.
 Better use of the lower field. Hasn’t seen the lower part of the park
 Isolated part of the park.
 Safety x 3 – Bluffs area
 Garbage – Tires, Shopping cart,
 Benches that used to be there but aren’t any more.
 Doesn’t always seem like the park is cared for – ie, a can that sits there for multiple days.
 Comfort of the bluff has disappeared.
 Tennis Courts aren’t well used, tree stumps around the tennis courts.

4. What could be done to enhance the ecologically sensitive areas in the Park?
 Don’t have cut grass on the field. (Naturalized environment, lower Hume).

5. How do use the Park in Upper Hume, the Bluffs and Lower Hume?
 Watching the Stars
 Dog Park x 2
 School – Urban Academy.
 Walking through the bluffs

6. Are there uses you would like to see added to the Park in the future in Upper Hume, the Bluffs
and Lower Hume?

Items to Add
 Park feeling like Lynn Valley, IE good steps, but really manicured.
 Keep Dog park
 Basketball court

Lower Hume
 Community Gardens
 Boardwalks/ Wire mesh for safety walking. Allows people to be connected to nature but not

destroying/tromping it.
 Native plants (all)
 More of a natural setting

Other notes
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Don’t lose pool.
Would not like to see the pool gone
CNW is known for having great pools, could use an update.
Don’t want a huge pool like Moody.
Like the price

Group 4
How many in group: 8 (11 at closing)
Facilitator name: Jenna Buchko/ Mike Anderson

Jenna:
1. What do you love about the park
 Young families, splash pad and play
 Upper Hume sorts fields
 Walking to the park – love that I can walk along the park and through the park, like walking

through the dog park, really like walking through the river and seeing its seasonal change, and
walking thought the bluffs. Don’t use anything in the upper Hume – really focused on walking
and the picnic tables

 Thomas – 8years – hikes in lower Hume park – would be easier to have a more direct path to
lower Hume. A hill for the spray park – there is too much pressure at one of the spray jets at the
splash park – hurts my butt

 Middle school is slated to be built nearby – how to fold them in
 Walk to the park with young family – love walking through the bluffs. Also love the spray park

and the playground and pool. Do not use lower Hume too much – like being able to access lower
Hume with a stroller.

 Would like better easier access to lower Hume – hard walk there

2. How do you get to the park?
 Walk to the park – close walking distance
 Bike commute through the park
 Using the sidewalks the surround
 The sidewalk to lower Hume – it is too narrow – the steepness is less of the challenge over the

narrow
 Better connections to the greenway from lower Hume would be helpful
 The Columbia sidewalk is really not safe. Too narrow too busy and too close to the cars
 Drive to Hume – live closer to queens park – but we go to Hume because they kids love it.

3. How you move through the park and potential improvements
 Walk up to the dog park – or biking up really hard due to the speed bumps
 Stairs and pathway beside the swimming pool – often flooded or muddy – and too narrow –

railings in that ara need repair
 If the trails were wider and felt more safe people would be more willing to use them – rather

than the sidewalk on Columbia are really bad and we avoid it
 The trails in the bluffs are so wonderful and would be great to improve them
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 The trails and steps in the bluffs are tricky for those with mobility considerations. Improvement
would be helpful

 Bluffs trials – different textures, less steep slopes and more traction would be helpful
 The bluffs would benefit from better visibility and signage to make it more inviting
 The paved greenway gives you a great option to get up and down – especially when you have a

stroller. Nice that there are two options to get through the bluffs.
 Biking – the connections to the bike route west of Columbia are really awkward – better

connections would be helpful to you don’t have to weave your way through street.

4. How could we enhance the ecology of the park
 Really like how the Bluffs pathway feels really natural – but improvements could be used to

make it more colourful with planters and flowers.
 Lower Hume is very often saturated in water – is there an opportunity to turn lower Hume to a

more ecological area – for more habitat. I see lots of Herons and ducks on the coquitalm side
that would be nice to see in lower Hume – better biodiversity

 Rarely see activity in lower Hume in the baseball or the covered area in comparison to upper
Hume

 I would bring my kids to explore more with my kids if the ecology was restored – opportunity to
find beaver and birds with the kids

 I take a lot of pictures of the ducks in the spring under the willow trees
 At different times of the year, you can walk along the river
 I really like the bluff, and I would like to make it more assessable and safe feeling – but do not

take away its naturalness
 The picnic areas in lower Hume are nice
 Grass is great no artificial turf please
 Moving the BBQ area to upper Hume would be a good approach – due to the saturation of

lower Hume
 There is more use on the southern side of lower Hume as it is higher and dryer
 Lower Hume feels like a completely different park – would be great to take out the elements

you would

5. How do you use the Park – Upper Bluffs and Lower
 The playground and the splash park and the pool
 Go with our dog – but it is so narrow it is hard to find a space to use the dog park
 Hang out in the lawn area
 Splash park and pool
 Walking through the bluffs
 Lower Hume is usually just on the way though to get to the greenway on the coquitlams side
 Lacrosse box – to rollerblade around – tennis court on occasion but the conditions are not very

favorable
 Use the swimming pool a lot when it was open
 Observe that many use the parking spaces and not the park – there is conflict with the cars

moving, bikes in two directions and the peds, due to how narrow it is – too narrow – making it
wider would be helpful
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 We use upper and lower Hume for bringing our dog. We walk there from Sapperton near the
cemetery. Grass area and access to creek is much nicer than inside the narrow dog park.

6. What would you like to see added to the park
 Swimming pool Lacrosse box and washroom
 Would be good to see some parking for lower Hume to help gain more access
 Lower Hume Cars share the greenway on lower Hume – which has a lot of conflict with

pedestrians and cycles having to share it with vehicles – the small busses make it impossible to
walk with a toddler

 Outdoor basketball would be really great. New west has a lot of lacrosse boxes but there is a
limited number of Basketball.

 Enhancement on the ground in the dog park – really muddy
 Bathrooms could be improved

7. Are there uses you would like to see added to the Park in the future in Upper Hume, the Bluffs
and Lower Hume?
 

Mike A
1. What do you love about Hume Park?

 Splash pad, pool, lacrosse box, tennis – Upper Hume area
 Watching rugby, softball
 Walking through park, to river, seeing dogs, talking to dog owners, Bluffs trails
 Complexity, variety
 Hiking down to Lower Hume – would like more direct path
 Bluffs walk
 Pool, splash pad, playground

2. How do you get to the Park?
 Walk
 Walk
 Walk
 Drive from other side of NW
 Drive
 Bike, walk, drive
 Walk

3. How do you move through the Park? Are there improvements that we should consider?

 More direct path between Upper and Lower
 Bike through on way to work
 Use E Columbia sidewalk to get from Upper to Lower – not comfortable, narrow, fast traffic
 Speed bumps on greenway make it difficult to climb hill
 Flooding of pathways in Upper Hume
 Bluffs trails very narrow, flood occasionally
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 Trail railings need some work
 Improved Bluffs trails may attract more people, families
 Can’t use Bluffs trails due to knee issues
 Muddy trails are slippery – improve stability, surface, railings
 Trail system isn’t visible to people who don’t know about them
 Paved greenway is a good option
 Connect greenway to Fader St more directly?

4. What could be done to enhance the ecologically sensitive areas in the Park?

 Add planters, flower beds along pathway (greenway?)
 Lower Hume is often saturated; naturalize area for riparian habitat
 Limited use of BBQ shelter, baseball diamond – could remove?
 Educational opportunities for kids
 Bluffs – preserve natural state while enhancing trails as possible
 No artificial turf
 Move BBQ shelter to Upper Hume?
 Keep active use up top

5. How do use the Park in Upper Hume, the Bluffs and Lower Hume?

 Walking
 Playground, splash pad, pool
 Dog park – sometimes too busy
 Passive use – sit in field
 Playground, splash pad, pool
 Walking Bluffs trails
 Lower Hume – mostly as a route through
 Rollerblading in lacrosse box
 Tennis court – not in great shape
 Pool
 Bathrooms – could be improved
 Many people seem to use parking but not necessarily visiting park
 Parking along roadway in Lower Hume – can be dangerous
 Greenway – shared road in Lower Hume; consider separating users?
 Dog walking
 Son at Hume Park Home Learners School

6. Are there uses you would like to see added to the Park in the future in Upper Hume, the Bluffs
and Lower Hume?
 Consideration of future school and how it interfaces with park
 Basketball court
 Dog park – surface condition
 Bathroom improvements
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Group 5
How many in group: 7 (10 at closing)
Facilitator name: Mike Watson (facilitator)/ David Stein (note taking)

1. What do you love about Hume Park?
 The trees, the trails, the wild parks of the park the river natural areas
 It’s like a wildlife preserve has a natural water feature
 Nature places to explore
 Lots of variety of spaces
 The different types of areas and choices of activities are great
 Community being able to meet people outside. Going to the dog park and gathering with

friends. Nature and river providing a respite from the city. Want a connected river . Love the
water aspect

 Options and sense of community in the summer spring. Creates community in the park.

2. How do you get to the Park?
 Driving with kids when using active program areas sports areas. As senior would like more

transit access and walkable areas with seating.
 Car with the dog sometimes. But most often walk there prefer this mode also would like to bike

more
 Live beside the park walk every time
 Run or walk 5 min walk or bike through
 Walk
 Drive to the park
 Skytrain to Braid then walk from 22nd street station

3. How do you move through the Park? Are there improvements that we should consider?
 Move by foot, walk through the trails. Some of the unmarked paths are hard to know where

they go to without any wayfinding
 Like how there is no signage on the bluffs paths
 Bike through the park on the CVG
 Paved trail in Lower Hume goes nowhere seems out of place
 No designated running track would be nice
 Walk, ride bikes, scooters access to the river is very important, more river access that is clear
 Having to go through the dog park is not ideal.
 Dog park users don’t mix well with users trying to cross the dog park to get to Lower Hume.

Different access to lower Hume. Steepness bluffs is challenging
 Extent of the trails is something to discover a hierarchy of paths would be helpful some marked

some not
 Does circulation around the river damage the ecology? Circulation around the river should be

sensitive to the ecology
 Natural areas need protection wilderness has lots of value

4. What could be done to enhance the ecologically sensitive areas in the Park?
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 Pollinator garden / meadow, teaching garden, bee hotel, protection against erosion on the river
but maintain access. Would be nice to walk the length of the river.

 Garbage is an issue more pick up is needed
 Invasive plants an issue by the river
 Protecting river ecology flora and fauna
 More planting more native species – more wild!
 Promoting ecology

5. How do use the Park in Upper Hume, the Bluffs and Lower Hume?

 Upper active lower is passive this is a good split, more trails in upper hume, bluffs need to be
protected and need a light touch

 Upper dog park and pool, tennis courts there are better ones in the city, trails in the bluffs,
lower bbq shelter for parties and river for relaxing

 Upper dog park walking bluffs only in the summer during the day, lower and bluffs are muddy
lots of drainage issues. Hill is very steep.

 Upper playground lacrosse, bluffs for teaching ecology, river for teaching about salmon, free
exploration. Soggy field both in lower and upper.

 Lower is too muddy best used in the summer
 Upper park just walking through, bluffs birds trees, lower reading relaxing picnic
 Sports and dog walking pic nics etc

6. Are there uses you would like to see added to the Park in the future in Upper Hume, the Bluffs
and Lower Hume?

Fruit trees would be great edible landscape
Lower field as urban agriculture
Baseball in lower Hume not used

7. Favorite activity
Walking in the bluffs along the river – meeting at the shelter
Ecology in the park
Running through the bluffs and biking the CVG
Walking around the trails
Dog walking – playgrounds lacrosse etc
Walking the bluffs, dog park, picnic benches birthday parties, pool with kids
Lacrosse with the kids – Wanting to walk more – how are we addressing seating?
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7.0 BE HEARD NEW WEST ONLINE SURVEY | MARCH 11 UNTIL APRIL 12, 2021
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8.0 ADDITIONAL FEEDBACK

1

Nell Gasiewicz

From: Nell Gasiewicz
Sent: Monday, May 10, 2021 10:28 AM
To: Mike Anderson; Jonathan Marcone
Cc: Erika Mashig
Subject: FW: Upper/Lower Hume Park Pathway

Hi all,
I recently spoke to Joy Twist, a senior resident who reached out to Parks regarding her concerns with the paths in Hume
Park.

She is an active senior who enjoys walking to and through Hume Park and accessing the CVG. She expressed concerns
for her safety, when going between Upper and Lower Hume and towards the Burnaby side of the BFRG as there are
portions of this route that she has to walk on the path shared with cyclists and cars. She told me that the narrow path
next to the road in Lower Hume is often muddy and slippery and not safe to walk.

She told me she doesn’t feel safe because cyclists and cars don’t always ring their bell or honk their horn to let her know
they are there. She requested City install a pedestrian only pathway from Upper Hume to East Columbia Street, wide
enough for two people to walk past each other on and hopes the City can make this a priority for improvements.

Mike – Have you heard of other similar comments from users?

Jonathan – Do you have any work planned for Hume Park to address the trail conditions?

Thank you,
NELL Gasiewicz | Parks/Open Space Planner 
T 604.519.2013 | E ngasiewicz@newwestcity.ca 

City of New Westminster | Parks & Recreation 
newwestcity.ca/rec | @newwestrec 

From: Erika Mashig <emashig@newwestcity.ca>
Sent: Thursday, April 29, 2021 2:56 PM
To: Janet Sawicki <jsawicki@newwestcity.ca>
Cc: Jonathan Marcone <jmarcone@newwestcity.ca>; Nell Gasiewicz <ngasiewicz@newwestcity.ca>
Subject: RE: Upper/Lower Hume Park Pathway

Thanks Janet.
Nell, can you please phone Ms. Twist and listen to her input? We can include her suggestions in the Hume Park
Masterplan for consideration. Pls let her know about this initiative and how she can participate.
Jonathan if you have any plans for the path referenced, please let Nell know.

Thanks
Erika

Erika Mashig | Manager Parks & Open Space Planning, Design and Construction 
T 604.527.4530 | E emashig@newwestcity.ca 

City of New Westminster | Parks & Recreation 
newwestcity.ca/rec | @newwestrec 

[redacted]

[redacted]

2

This message including attachments, transmitted herein is confidential and may contain privileged information.  It is intended solely for the person or entity to which it is 
addressed.  Any review, retransmission, dissemination, taking of any action in reliance upon, or other use of this information by persons or entities other than the intended 
recipient is prohibited.  If you received this in error, please notify the sender and delete or destroy all copies. 

From: Janet Sawicki <jsawicki@newwestcity.ca>
Sent: Thursday, April 29, 2021 11:58 AM
To: Erika Mashig <emashig@newwestcity.ca>
Cc: Jonathan Marcone <jmarcone@newwestcity.ca>
Subject: Upper/Lower Hume Park Pathway

Hi Erika,

I received a call from a senior named Joy Twist who has requested that the city widen the path from Upper to Lower
Hume Park for safety reasons. She walks Hume Park every day but does not feel safe on that path. She would like a call
back please at 604 520 7786.

Thank you,
Janet

Janet Sawicki | Recreation Facility Clerk
T 604.527.4567 | E jsawicki@newwestcity.ca

City of New Westminster | Parks & Recreation
newwestcity.ca/rec | @newwestrec

[redacted]

[redacted]
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The Hume Park Master Plan Engagement Phase #2 was held between May 24, 2021 and September 9, 2021. 
It included the following presentations and events:

1.0	Stakeholder Advisory Group Workshop #2 - May 27, 2021..............................................................................
2.0	Facilities, Infrastructure and Public Realm Advisory Committee (FIPRAC) - June 17, 2021..........................
3.0	Virtual Public Open House #2 - June 22, 2021.................................................................................................
4.0	Pop-up in the Park #1 - July 30, 2021..............................................................................................................
5.0	Pop-up in the Park #2 - August 18, 2021.........................................................................................................
6.0	Sapperton Residents’ Association - September 9, 2021..................................................................................
7.0	Additional Feedback - July to August, 2021.....................................................................................................
8.0	Be Heard New West Online Survey - June 22 to August 16, 2021....................................................................

This report contains the verbatim comments received from participants.

p4
p6
p7
p8
p10
p12
p13
p15
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1.0 STAKEHOLDER ADVISORY GROUP WORKSHOP #2 | MAY 27, 2021
Upper Hume Park
•	 gathering spaces lower hume
•	 ability to explore bluffs while protecting ecology there
•	 like ability to explore bluffs with the dog, unique remote experience in the city
•	 open field for gathering spaces
•	 roadside parking for accessibility
•	 community events and spaces to bring people together
•	 possibility for other sports like pickleball
•	 ex penzer park Langley, Multi-sport important to make most of the space
•	 Key objectives of Upper Hume: Protect Existing Trees, Balance Passive and Active Uses: Focus on Active Uses 

at Upper Hume.  Balance Popular sports Uses Flexibility of Use Develop Wayfinding and Mobility Gateways and 
Access

•	 opportunity for picnic area under existing trees area
•	 dog park can be closer to north edge near mature trees/top of bank, don’t take away from open space for formal 

activities
•	 upgrades?
•	 Ideal world= Turf soccer field
•	 Andy Livingston Park, good example of multiple uses together - baseball diamond built into field
•	 mature trees along bluff important to keep
•	 flat open space important for group gathering + cultural events
•	 connection of different areas/systems
•	 great space for soccer, boccee
•	 will the Bluff be accessible with mobility aid?
•	 do we need two baseball diamonds? removing one
•	 waterpark and playground are good aacencies for families
•	 pushing baseball to far corners
•	 Keep existing trees
•	 soccer field, currently people bring their own nets
•	 Lots of pressure on the park from future uses in Sapperton
•	 multi-use spaces ex. queen’s park, ability to have multiple users at the same time. Maximum benfits to the users
•	 Baseball diamonds are always used/full very popular
•	 space not currently set up for soccer, winter programming currently
•	 existing trees throughout activity spaces important
•	 adding grass to baseball for more mixed use (renovated)
•	 spatial division by ages
•	 can the field be big enough for 11x11 game, without gravel intersection
•	 dated baseball fields
•	 picnic tables for families are well used
•	 opportunity for picnic area under existing trees area
•	 need to address needs of seniors- restful place/seating areas to watch and participate in kids play areas, ect..
•	 relocate Washroom to ball diamond area somwhere
•	 walking access through park important accessible easy mobility for seniors
•	 considerations for history of sport in city, or do we prioritize heaviest/most popular current user groups
•	 opportunity for connection to field/park space for future school uses
•	 lacross is dated and not considerate of multi-use. Upgrade to multi-sports court for bball, ball hockey, lacross
•	 caretaker site repurposed as new space, education space?

•	 tennis court under-utilized, used as pickleball too
•	 tennis court upgrades/enhancements, add basketball court to tennis court area?
•	 Possibility for feature historical sports, Rugby Saturday events w/ food trucks
•	 tennis upgrades
•	 desire for multi-use lacrosse space, if built differently could be better use for other 

activities
•	 tennis upgrades, popular space still
•	 not too small though (dog park)
•	 circulation through dog park not ideal, having two parts, poss. big dog small dog 

area
•	 keep dog park in treed area to not take away from open space for active program 

areas
•	 dog park is big and could be 1/2 size
•	 picnic area in existing trees area
•	 bathrooms located in central location or two bathrooms at each end of site
•	 soccer with movable goal posts good
•	 scheduling important element in what activities end up in Park for formal sport 

events
•	 mobility issues to fields @lacrosszone
•	 washroom access + mobility issues
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Lower Hume Park and The Bluffs
•	 floodplain usually flooded/wet
•	 Removing blackberries to access creek
•	 painted Turtles
•	 Pond species!  Turtles?
•	 Ukelele circle @ lower lawn
•	 access for education
•	 Open field > fenced area
•	 Somevegetation screens river so much that it isn’t visible
•	 Consider pond nature complex
•	 knowing and seeing reiver vs protect nature + ecosystems
•	 Field is less used @ lower hume because it is removed from schools
•	 River access for recreation is not the priority
•	 Offchannel habitat: salmon
•	 Consider bocce/lawn bowling (smaller footprint)
•	 Lawn un usable for sport b/c wet
•	 fishing? is a current use
•	 Clearing balckbetrries and invasives is very good
•	 Key: salmon + stormdrains
•	 opportunitty to remove invasives and replant with nat
•	 Explore Trails
•	 Enhance floodplain:change topography
•	 INcrease complexing the water system within the park:
•	 Key objectives of Lower Hume: Protect and Enhance Biodiversity, Balance Popular 

Uses, Mostly Natural Areas, but some open lawn Develop Wayfinding and Mobility 
Gateways and Access

•	 Balance hard vs soft
•	 Terrain is difficult to encourage users
•	 Accomodate users with mobility challenges - to move from upper and lower
•	 Impact on N side pipeline construction
•	 less infrastructural edge of river
•	 Use: canoe awakening ceremony
•	 Salmon spawning stream : enhance & improve
•	 Education of nature
•	 upgrade spawning habitat
•	 Bring more water in
•	 Outdoor Teaching Lower Hume
•	 amount of parking was adequate for an event
•	 Upgrade but light touch in bluffs pathways
•	 Outdoor Teaching Bluffs
•	 All day Outdoor Learning
•	 not in favour of fishing pier : trash concern
•	 Retain “wildness”
•	 not jepardize wild/nature
•	 mostly catch and release : easy access

•	 fishing is not a huge draw
•	 Walking paths through ecology
•	 concern of number of fish to support recreational fishing
•	 Access River: humans connect. while condiering balance
•	 protect from urban stream impacts (toxic dump) by a side pool
•	 Habitat resilience
•	 Ceremonial sweat lodge: indigenous use (near washroom)
•	 Proximity to washroom imp
•	 ped bridge to Coquitlam
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2.0 FACILITIES, INFRASTRUCTURE AND PUBLIC REALM ADVISORY COMMITTEE | JUNE 17, 2021
Upper Hume Park
•	 Participants in organized sports has been declining?
•	 Keep some of the established single sports: Lacrosse box, swimming pool (only one other outdoor pool in the 

city).
•	 Reach to wheelchair sports for input.
•	 Coquitlam industrial site, “Chrome site”: What is planned here? Could put more pressure on the park. 
•	 Buffer between the development and the river. (Floodplain) Riparian protection area; enhance pathway
•	 Support for flexible space (not just single use): try some activities towards seniors. 

Lower Hume Park and The Bluffs
•	 Paths are narrow. Can we create a directional circuit? A natural trail. Keep the paths narrow. 
•	 Native species and nesting birds: Diamondhead inventory and analysis. 
•	 Accessible connection:

•	 Create a more gentle location. 
•	 Equitable experience - not the same but equivalent experience.
•	 Wayfinding signage. 

•	 BC Rehab/Rick Hansen – accessibility
•	 Accessible 5% grade – Beaver Lake example.
•	 Bridging over bluffs.
•	 Experience park, not just look at it. 
•	 Bridge through natural areas and bluffs. 
•	 Viewpoints are great and participate. 
•	 Keep people out of sensitive areas. 

•	 Like the second idea
•	 Bring naturalized areas into park.
•	 Integrate more trails.
•	 Touching nature in New Westminster.
•	 Boardwalk designs – valuable addition to park inventory. 

•	 Conversation about connecting top and bottom
•	 Create 0% grades with safe transitions.
•	 More accessible to people. 

•	 Desire lines 
•	 Need to acknowledge desire lines or goat paths will exist – low impact.  
•	 Terracing/bridging.

6 | HUME PARK MASTER PLAN | Engagement Phase #2 Verbatim Responses



The virtual Public Open House, held on June 22, 2021 included up 
to 69 participants. Beginning with an introduction to the public en-
gagement process and presentation of key findings from site anal-
ysis research, the open house included breakout discussion groups 
where 48 participants discussed a series of questions about their 
experience and aspirations for the future of the park.

Upper Hume

•	 Surrey Bend park has nice shade solutions
•	 Need more shade.  older larger trees lost with wind storm.
•	 Need more areas for dogs to run
•	 the population has grown, we have a lot of youth / young familiies 

we need a place for people to come together - collectively there 
is a lack of space (how do we create a spaces for the youth to play 
sports - including female youth/building self esteem/...love to see 
Upper Hume Park to be designed to be inclusive for familites,, 
sports useres, accessing naturesetc.

•	 there is a large group that come from around the City to use the 
park

•	 pool has historical significance
•	 lacrosse is New West’s sport. Don’t want to lose it. It needs walls 

to function.
•	 dog park looks considerably smaller than current size. How much 

smaller is it?
•	 do not want to lose the pool (lessons)
•	 if these fields are not regulation size then they can’t be used for 

sports
•	 not gravitating to either plan - concerned about the removal of 

the pool - lacrosse box/tennis are used ....as a dog walker not 
pleased about the reduced size of the dog park (dog walkers use 
the park year round vs. some of the summer oriented activities) 
consideration of a no net loss approach

•	 one ball diamond may be sufficient
•	 would like to know the makeup of the survey respondants...con-

sider a hybrid approach (maintain current field configurations vs 
noww ones but perhaps new surfacing

•	 what is good for the larger New West Community? Not just serv-
ing the immediate neighbourhood....a place that glavanizes and 
brings people together - user friendly to all - a space for the 
future vs a space for the next 5-6 years...making it user friendly 
to all....easy to use/maintain/creating beautiful green space.....
balance of ecology and diversity that represents our city

•	 spray park and pool are very important to this park
•	 clarification of aquatic zone: EM includes the splash pad, patio 

3.0 VIRTUAL PUBLIC OPEN HOUSE #2 | JUNE 22RD, 2021 6:30-8:00PM

urban beach, pool
•	 better use of the green free space -
•	 tennis courts are well used in the summer. there wil be conflict 

with e.g. basketball courts used at same time
•	 Spray park is well loved
•	 Upper Hume great for star gazing
•	 Are there any spaces for adult fitness
•	 this connection will be used a lot
•	 sloped area great for tobogganing
•	 question about the school expansion and the role of the park as 

part of the school grounds - City is in the preliminary stages of 
the planning for the school site - but there is a high level desire 
for a shared use agreement such as the play areas, fields, natural 
areas as part of the outdoor curriculum.

•	 BB court, half court
•	 There is already not enough lacrosse box time
•	 flexible space/multi-use space is attractive
•	 lacrosse box is well used by neighbourhood
•	 need appropriate amount of parking
•	 Sapperton Fish and Game Club - very interested in the future lon-

gevity of the lower part of the park and the Brunette River
•	 its a small park with fixed boundaries - will have to uses what we 

have in the best possible way (partcullar with Sapperton Green) 
- taking a flexible approach is key because this would allow to ac-
cept and welcome as many groups as possible...therefore support 
the more flexible aspect of the plan

•	 existing school may be part of larger school in future
•	 talk of closing the pool - an outdoor pool is a big attraction for a 

growing population - potential closure needs to be revisited pos-
sible for the pool to be improved/reconstructed ....pool discussion 
ongoing with the City

•	 prefer regulation size lacrosse
•	 Play space gets really busy. Can’t imagine it getting less family 

gathering spaces
•	 open lawn area much used for picnics

Lower Hume

•	 quieter for adults wanting to do workout
•	 bike racks would enable people to come by bike, then go for a 

walk towards Deer Lake
•	 upper hume is more family oriented. Maybe fitness in lower hume
•	 only portion of greenway where vehicles, cyclists and pedestri-

ans share the path. This isn’t a fun section to be on. Parallel path 
(formalized)/separation between modes would help.

•	 but we don’t want to lose park space for parking
•	 a great sapce for the eductation of nature and allow people to be 

more mindful of their footprint .....great concept but would like 
to see more lighting if it doesn’t impace others in nieghbourhood 
....also reflects the traditional unceeded lands of the coast salish 
and Musqueam Nation (interpretation/naming) EM : engaging 
with FN youth and FN biodiversity strategy

•	 2nd picnic shelter would be beneficial in summer and winter 
(used for rain shelter for groups)

•	 need facilities to lock up bikes
•	 like natural habitat in opnion A
•	 like more natural state
•	 two separate parks (upper and lower) - good idea to put signs 

in the lower park expalining how to access upper park and vice 
versa

•	 constructed wetland and fish habitat is a brilliant idea ....ap-
proach 2B aslo reinforces aspects of what [] was speaking to 
about upper Hume - would love to mash the two approaches 
together.

•	 Parking is very big issue in the summer
•	 eliminate invasives
•	 Improve natural areas
•	 More benches, to view nature
•	 Like what [] and [] said....improved lighting
•	 Add to wetland area
•	 educational signs along the river about the salmon runs (histor-

ical significance - decline and resurgence of the salmon runs) 
- where you can see fish spawning....along the walkway (part of 
a multi-year plan be the city)

•	 River has suffered over the last 10-15 years from more frequent 
high water events due to more of the area in the water being 
paved (erodes the banks of the Brunette along Hume Park)  - City 
needs to look at ways to work with Metro Vancouver to deter-
mine what should be done to naturally engineer bank stability 
along the banks of the Brunette particularly along the Hume Park 
side....subtle natural engineering with logs and tree stumps etc 
to protect the long term viability of the river

•	 Love to be able to cross the river
•	 The bluffs are magical!
•	 Need to feel safe in bluff areas, upgrade and maintain
•	 Enhance the creek
•	 Wetlands are great for education opportunities, with platforms
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4.0 POP-UP IN THE PARK #1 | JULY 30TH, 2021

Which approach do you 
prefer fo Upper Hume?

Please tell us why. Which approach do you 
prefer for Lower Hume?

Please tell us why. Is there anything else you’d like to tell us?

1 1A - Flexible Recreation 2B - Expand Open Space It will never be a big native area so preserving open use-
able space as currnt suze is important, but protect fish 
habitat

2 1A - Flexible Recreation Big diamond in Hume Park is family use. Don’t see sports 
that much. Sports played at high school. Used to use dog 
area when I lived in New West.

2A - Expand Ecology Size of current open lawn is quite big so expanding natu-
ral areas is great

3 1A - Flexible Recreation More sports oriented parks set up barriers to family us-
ers. Don’t expand sports.

2A - Expand Ecology

4 n/a No preference. 1B has more utility. Soccer is most used 
(camps use the field); softball not as much used but 
would still bring in revenue (city should charge for use)

2B - Expand Open Space Upper Hume gets pretty busy; it gives people option to go 
to Lower Hume and have quieter times.

Need more water accessibility (for older people with dogs). Would ap-
preciate lighting in dog park to 9 or 10. Keep rest of the park (fields) 
dark. Dog park need proper drainage

5 1A - Flexible Recreation 2A - Expand Ecology

6 1A - Flexible Recreation New West has enough regulation fields and courts 2A - Expand Ecology Kids love the river so much ecological life Keep the pool

7 1B - Regulation Sized Fields Double baseball base - better maintained 2B - Expand Open Space Diamonds are used by are Large willow trees are one of 
the best features.

Whiffle ball and baseball still well used in lower backstop and infield 
love bleachers well use. Security in the park can be an issue (lighting 
sightlines)

8 1B - Regulation Sized Fields Less costly 2B - Expand Open Space Improving circulation. Too much access and leads to 
more issues overuse

Keep the river more as a hidden gem

9 1A - Flexible Recreation 2B - Expand Open Space On the same whiffelball team as the previous participant

10 1A - Flexible Recreation Improve dog park features. More natural play

11 1A - Flexible Recreation Lacrosse well loved, can be resurfaced. Basketball court 
needed badly. Nothing wrong with the dog park, needs 
more water service (at south end). Dog park need better 
drainage super soggy. Charge a fee for softball. 2 dia-
monds currently don’t work. All dogs should be welcome, 
size doesn’t matter. Og outside of dog park because it’s to 
muddy.

2A - Expand Ecology More signage for crossing the dog park. Better wayfind-
ing. Must maintain wetland area

Security a problem. People living in the park. Sure stay creating prob-
lems. Close neighbour. Website issues

12 1A - Flexible Recreation They don’t need many regulation sports 2A - Expand Ecology People might not be able to control it even with the regu-
lation

There is a need for more trees

13 1A - Flexible Recreation More recreation is being done than organized sports 2A - Expand Ecology Regulate the use of large tents and barbeques

14 1A - Flexible Recreation Because they have kids 2A - Expand Ecology They have the opinion that nobody really uses the green 
space in Lower Hume

They like the spary park, the park, the picnic tables and the shade

15 1A - Flexible Recreation It would be nice to have spaces for families to meet up 2B - Expand Open Space more space. More exposed to a natural Disk golf in Lower Hume

16 1A - Flexible Recreation More usefull, more people 2B - Expand Open Space More useable space Another little water park. More shade. Splash park plugged.

17 1B - Regulation Sized Fields 2B - Expand Open Space Don’t block off all A wading pool

18 1B - Regulation Sized Fields Aging son 2A - Expand Ecology Not that many people down there. Don’t block off too 
much area.

19 1A - Flexible Recreation Children to play in. Have a dog 2A - Expand Ecology More interested in the habitat Parking

20 1A - Flexible Recreation Becaues they have kids 2A - Expand Ecology
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21 1A - Flexible Recreation It is more important for kids to have more space 2A - Expand Ecology Protect the nature

22 1A - Flexible Recreation More stuff to do 2B - Expand Open Space More picnic tables. More water fountains. Like how clean it is. Extend 
the water to later. More parking. The washrooms are cramped. Add 
mirror to washroom.

23 1A - Flexible Recreation Not like lacrosse field - waste of space underutilized. 
Introduce more useful space. Enough space. Appreciate 
big indoor pools that is easy to access.

2A - Expand Ecology A grass field underutilized. Would like a have a variety of 
___ to the park. Come to the lower park more often do 
something new in this nice space

New West should have more pools for residents. Make the current 
pool bigger. Increase the capacity. Smaller pool outdoor, large pool 
indoor.

24 n/a Not sure don’t use it 2B - Expand Open Space Appreciate the open space

25 1A - Flexible Recreation The play areas are popular. Love the existing location. It 
would be great to extend it!

2A - Expand Ecology Protect the nature

26 1A - Flexible Recreation 1A is good for family with kids. Space for gathering, bbq, 
washroom.

2B - Expand Open Space During covid, it is so important to have open space. It 
teaches us to appreciate the open space. Not enough 
space in NW, especially for people don’t have backyard.

27 1B - Regulation Sized Fields We’re a sports family, this is still flexible.  
I like the idea of terrace seating. 
Aquatics is important - to swim outside. Access to pool is 
very important, expecially for vulnerable populations (free 
on weekends). 
Not surprized dog area needs to change; its ___ place 
where people smoke joints; cliquey area.

2A - Expand Ecology I like focus on ecology particularly with pipeline going 
through; use the area with dog sometimes. People use 
Lower Hume for off-leash use
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5.0 POP-UP IN THE PARK #2 | AUGUST 18TH, 2021

 Which approach do you 
prefer fo Upper Hume?

Please tell us why. Which approach do you 
prefer for Lower Hume?

Please tell us why. General Comments

1 1A - Flexible Recreation 2A - Expand Ecology We love the splash pad 
Would like more shade around the splash pad / play area (trees) 
Would like the trails in Lower Hume / the Bluffs more accessible 
Would love a connection to the trail along Brunette from Greenway 
Would like the pool to stay. Would be great to have toddler section. 
Would like to see forest trails formalized – no dead end trails. 
Path to Lower Hume through dog park is terrible 
People don’t use Lower Hume enough. 
Accessibility for strollers is a concern in various places 
No path at bottom of staircase from East Columbia – hazardous in winter 
Would love to have a ramp from East Columbia 
 Would love more amenities for teens – basketball court? Skate park? 

2 1A - Flexible Recreation 2A - Expand Ecology

3 1A - Flexible Recreation 2A - Expand Ecology Would like to see trails in Bluffs improved – to narrow 
Would like to see hockey nets, maybe in lacrosse box? 
Love how well-maintained this park is 
Would love to have cherry trees / blossoms

4 1A - Flexible Recreation 2A - Expand Ecology

5 1B - Regulation Sized Fields Worried about lacrosse 
fees going up. Only 1 
regulation sized field in 
New West.

2A - Expand Ecology There is already a 
ton of open, unpro-
grammed space in 
Lower Hume.

Would like to have better access to Lower Hume from Upper Hume.  
Lower Hume is underused. Never go there. 
Love the little hillside walking trails. Can they be better / expanded? 
Would like more river access. Trails along water. Remove some bushes. Nice to touch the water. Big rocks for kids to play on / near creek. 
Would like to see safety surfacing near splash pad extended under platform. 
BBQ shelter in Lower Hume is great.

6 1B - Regulation Sized Fields 2A - Expand Ecology

7 1B - Regulation Sized Fields 2A - Expand Ecology

8 1B - Regulation Sized Fields 2A - Expand Ecology

9 n/a n/a There is no sidewalk into park from East Columbia St.  
We love sliding on the hill in the winter. 
Kids love playing in the creek. We have to drag our chairs into the bushes to supervise. Would love to have the river opened up – better access, 
better visibility. More comfortable for caregivers.  
Would love to have a basketball court.

10 n/a n/a

11 n/a n/a Please keep dog area. It’s not useful otherwise. 
Please remove the baseball diamond in Lower Hume.  
Would love more river access, riverside trails. The bushes currently block the river view. 

12 n/a n/a

13 n/a n/a

14 n/a n/a I don’t drink, but alcohol in parks is working well and very progressive of the city. 
The dog park is very large and people cut through it all the time.  Consider dividing it into 2 spaces and provide a dog fountain in each. 
This park needs a full size, regulation basketball court. The only one that exists in the city is in Moody Park and it is very well used.
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15 n/a n/a Separate dog park, people cut through with coolers, gear, etc. and kids all the time, and It Is dangerous, Consider separating Into two parts, 
but keep the linear area It’s amazing for exercising dogs.

16 n/a n/a Garbage receptacles need to be emptied more frequently in the summer months.  They are overflowing.  Especially on Sat/ Sun when park Iis 
busiest. 
There are quite a few homeless people in the park, especially tenting along the Brunette River.  
Tennis courts are very well used and they should be Included In the masterplan and upgraded.

17 n/a n/a The dog OLA is the best in the city, especially with the large, shade trees. 
The dog owner “regulars” are a community in themselves, and appreciate the 3 zones within the OLA to accommodate different needs for 
dogs- the run; the open area; shady tree area.  
For “Hume Park” google maps sends people to Lower Hume Park parking lot, this causes many people confusion and/or requires them to 
carry their gear up the hill to Upper Hume Park.   
Overall the park needs wayfinding signage.

18 n/a n/a

19 n/a n/a Waterpark is amazing for young families, we visit 4x per week in the summer. 
So many young families in New West living in condos and really rely on parks for activities and socializing 
Consider more covered play opportunities for shade and rain protection. 
Lower Hume is not well-used by public, mostly by camps, after school care and organized events.
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6.0 SAPPERTON RESIDENTS’ ASSOCIATION | SEPTEMBER 9, 2021
Upper Hume

•	 Putting my kiddo to bed. Preference for 1B, in case I’m away. Tobogganing and splash pad for sure. Thanks! 
•	 prefer 1B Regulation; number of field spaces is limited in NW; keeping baseball, soccer and lacrosse box for 

growing number of young people; like terraced area 
•	 prefer 1B like regulation; had players growing up; can’t build it later; likes possibility for splash park  
•	 indifferent; concern re: swimming pool; in Coquitlam there are more facilities within walking distance (wading 

and swim lesson pool), both get lots of use in the summer; would be fantastic to have outdoor pool for swimming 
lessons for children 

•	 fairly neutral but agree that regulation should be front and centre (1B) 
•	  I like 1B; multi court in 1B would conflict with tobogganing; like terraced area; need more fields 
•	 I like 1B and terraced area; would be a shame to lose the tobogganing; hope there is good consideration for a 

swimming pool, it’s a wonderful asset in summer (lessons) 
•	 participated in OH and commentary; like 1A; walk through HP daily and see many people using flexible areas 

(weekends and other days); need to keep as much flex areas as we can; maybe we can accommodate one field; I 
think it’s vital to keep an actual pool 

•	 grew up getting swim lessons at pool; important for future local people; like social areas in 1A but also have used 
baseball fields in 1B; agree that you can’t build later; Q: parking during sports times where is parking; like spec-
tator seating areas 

•	 Sandra B - like 1B; Fader part of CVG will it continue; cars park on walkway on the asphalt road; I like the idea of 
a pool - when it was hot in the house, sure would be a place also for adults to go like an indoor cooling station but 
outside 

•	 skip (shared already) 
•	 skip (shared during OH) 
•	  not resident 
•	 one vote for 1B, one for 1A; I’m concerned with parking with regulation fields; I like idea of pool where people cool 

off 
•	 preference for 1B with tobogganing caveat (reconfigure multi-use court; city should leverage SG to get community 

centre at edge with HP with parking underground - there’s an opportunity to plan for that and get leverage for the 
city; topography lends itself to a cc between HP and SG; would be sorry to see tennis and lacrosse box to disap-
pear; pool: would go everyday with daughter when she was a kid - would like a provision for a pool 

•	 no comments 
Lower Hume

•	 Is there going to be a cycling route through the park to connect with the CVG?
•	 Sorry I’m late. I wasn’t able to unmute right away, but did not have a comment on Hume Park.
•	 would love to see more picnic tables randomly placed similar to Queens park throughout the park if possible
•	 I would like to see an area where people can have direct access to the river.
•	 I like Option 2B
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7.0 ADDITIONAL FEEDBACK | JULY TO AUGUST, 2021

7.1 LETTER FROM NEW WESTMINSTER MINOR LACROSSE ASSOCIATION

Page 1 of 2 

July 12, 2021 

 

Dean Gibson, Director 
Parks and Recreation Department 
City of New Westminster 
 

DELIVERED VIA EMAIL 

 

Dear Mr. Gibson 

RE: Hume Park Master Plan – Outdoor Lacrosse Box 

A member of our association forwarded to us an email they received on July 5 sent by the City of New 
Westminster titled “WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU: Hume Park Master Plan”. 

This was the first indication of any follow up since our association attended a stakeholder session in 
February 5, 2020. In review of the material included via a link in the email, we learned that there have 
been subsequent meetings with “invited stakeholders” and “critical stakeholders” regarding the Hume 
Park Master Plan to which we were not invited. 

We are disappointed that the Parks and Recreation Department did not reach out to us to either discuss 
our concerns relating to the Hume outdoor lacrosse box directly, or by inviting us back to participate in 
further meetings or open houses. Our representative at the February 2020 open house communicated 
the criticality of the Hume lacrosse box to minor lacrosse. New Westminster Minor Lacrosse Association 
relies heavily on the Hume Park outdoor lacrosse box and has a clear stake in the “community priorities 
that support its current and future uses”1.  

Losing the Hume Lacrosse Box would leave our association with one outdoor lacrosse box, Moody Park. 
Considering we initially had use of four (Queensborough has been decommissioned and Grimston which 
is unusable due to its state of disrepair, with the Parks Department wanting our association to pay for its 
repairs), getting down to one box is a clear disadvantage to our sport. Playing organized / regulated 
sports outside for younger age groups is an obvious advantage during these times. Even though we are 
getting to the end of the pandemic, we suspect that parents with younger children will gravitate to 
those sports where they can play outdoors. As well, with access to only one outdoor lacrosse box, we 
will have to source additional facilities, likely indoors at higher rates.  Those are disadvantages to 
attracting players and offering affordable fees.  

Lacrosse is a huge part of the history of New Westminster. Minor, Junior and Senior Salmonbellies teams 
have been a critical part of this community for over 130 years with the Canadian Lacrosse Hall of Fame 
located in New Westminster’s signature Anvil Centre. What does it say about the City’s regard to the 
contribution lacrosse has had to our overall community if it continues to limit lacrosse player access to 

                                                           
1 Hume Park Master Plan | Be Heard New West City 

Page 2 of 2 

facilities? We appreciate that a regulation court dedicated solely to lacrosse is not feasible, and want to 
work with the City to contribute to creating a space that supports multiple sports.  

We support Option 1B as identified in the Master Plan for Upper Hume. Please note that a regulation 
court for box lacrosse needs a court with walls, like the existing Hume outdoor box. We have examples 
of other city’s outdoor boxes that we would be happy to share with your staff. They include seating, rain 
cover and / or lights. 

I hope that we hear from the Parks and Recreation Department soon so that we can officially contribute 
to the Hume Park Master Plan as a critical stakeholder, rather than just completing a survey.   

 

Best Regards, 

 

Rich Catton, President 

New Westminster Minor Lacrosse Association 

 

CC: 

Mayor and Council 

Nell Gasiewicz, Parks and Open Space Planner 

Ron Booth, Manager Queen’s Park and Moody Park Arenas 
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7.2 INSTAGRAM COMMENTS

7.3 FACEBOOK COMMENTS

1

Nell Gasiewicz

From: Robert Wong <RobertW1886@hotmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, July 27, 2021 9:09 PM
To: Nell Gasiewicz
Subject: Hume Park Master Plan Survey

Hi Neil, 
I found your survey very restrictive in that participants are strictly geared to answer the questions/plans/ optiond 
presented, and there is no opportunity for input on other aspects of the master plan such as transportation, other 
access routes or other aspects affected related to the park development. 
There should be a general question at the end of the survey for any other public input or suggestions for 
improvement. 
 
For example, the City should improve another pedestrian and cycling assess to upper Hume Park. 
Am not sure if the Sapperton Green project has allowed for access of their site to upper Hume Park. There is an 
existing very rough access to upper Hume Park via Wilson St and a rough lane way or R/W to the north of 519 
Wilson St. that leads to the upper entrance of the dog park at Garrett St. 
Local residents and cyclists can currently use this very rough and sloped shortcut to access the upper dog park 
entrance, upper baseball diamond, and other upper park facilities as well as the bluffs and lower Hume Park. 
Braid St is unsafe going uphill to Columbia for cyclists and they currently use the Brunette Fraser Greenway 
around the back of Braid station to continue West onto Columbia or 8th Ave or to continue thru Hume Park to 
reach the Central Valley Greenway along North Rd. 
 
The laneway at 519 Wilson should be improved with a paved multi-year AAA pathway asap if possible and 
gives another access for multiple users to Hume Park and other points West for cyclists as Braid is unsafe uphill 
for cyclists. Cyclists currently ride up the east sidewalk of braid from Braid station to Wilson and up the 
laneway to Garrett and continue to Fader or thru the park to Columbia/North Rd to CVG which is shorter, but 
does provide another option to get up the hill to Columbia or connect to CVG. 
 
The laneway may not be within the Hume Park City property, but is an access to the park by potential users if 
improved and gives users another option that should be improved and provided. 
 
Please forward to Mike Anderson of Transportation department if not in Parks jurisdiction. Thanks. 
 
Robert (New West Hub Committee) 
 
 
 
 
Get Outlook for Android 

[Name redacted]

7.4 EMAIL FROM NEW WEST HUB COMMITTEE
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8.0 BE HEARD NEW WEST ONLINE SURVEY | JUNE 22 TO AUGUST 16, 2021
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Screen Name Redacted

Screen Name Redacted

Screen Name Redacted

Screen Name Redacted

Screen Name Redacted

Screen Name Redacted

Name Redacted
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VERBATIM RESPONSES REPORT
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HUME PARK
MASTER PLAN
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OCTOBER 21, 2021 - NOVEMBER 28, 2021
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The Hume Park Master Plan Engagement Phase #3 was held from October 21, 2021 through November 28, 
2021. It included the following presentations and events:

1.0	Facilities, Infrastructure and Public Realm Advisory Committee (FIPRAC) - October 21, 2021.....................
2.0	Virtual Public Open House #3 - November 4, 2021.........................................................................................
3.0	Be Heard New West Online Survey - November 4 through November 28, 2021.............................................
4.0	Additional Feedback - November 4 through November 28, 2021..................................................................

This report contains the verbatim comments received from participants.

  5
  6
  7
32
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1.0 FACILITIES, INFRASTRUCTURE AND PUBLIC REALM ADVISORY COMMITTEE | OCTOBER 21, 2021
•	 Is the dog park shifting? That’s cool, I love that. Where do you enter from? Three entrances. Cool, I like that. 

I think of the two sides [of the park] as separate entities. It’s the right kind of rejuvenation without being 
overpopulated.

•	 I think the plan looks quite good, impressed. Children’s play area (#9): I was thinking from the days we took our 
kids when the older ones would be playing org. sports and younger playing in play area, thinking of Bonsor Park 
in Burnaby where the play area is much closer to sports area so you can watch both kids.

•	 Lacrosse box: make sure there are walls all around; lacrosse season for that box is almost year-round. A lot of 
birthday parties and gatherings happen on the green space; I’m just not seeing a lot of space for that. The aquatic 
zone is vague; is there a pool coming? The pool is very popular; we’ve been quite sad about losing it for two years.

•	 One thing we’ve noticed on this committee is we’re almost entirely consumed by dog parks. Put a message to the 
planning commission that as Sapperton Green evolves in the planning process, there has to be space allocated 
for a dog park. Otherwise that dog park will be too small and several years from now we’ll be talking about that. 
Any thoughts of connections to the riparian area north of Sapperton Green? It’d be nice to think Sapperton Green 
would have more than just 100 square feet for dogs at every tower; should have an area at least the size of a 
single family lot.

•	 I like what you’ve done. Ask you to consider: #24 concession washroom - have we considered an outdoor hand 
washing space?; #25 covered area: are we considering a solar charging station for cell phones?; #5, 19 accessible 
routes: what is the incline?; #6 picnic shelter: does it have power or sink, can people bring their own barbeques?

•	 Playing field: will get pretty chewed up with the three sports; have you considered height of fencing to keep balls 
flying out of the field?

•	 Have we done engagement with the school district?
•	 I think overall you’ve hit all the feedback. We heard concern about loss of formal sports uses and a lot of concern 

about future loss of the pool. There wasn’t a lot of call for change, maybe enhancements but not much for change. 
Lacrosse box: is it within our realm to include a covered lacrosse/basketball  court? You better have a good 
answer for the aqua zone; I don’t’ think there’s any rush to lose that pool. Other than that, I think you’ve hit what 
I’ve heard of the feedback.

•	 About covered lacrosse box: a few years ago there was a presentation about putting covered tennis courts. This 
could be where we put the covered tennis.
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The third and final virtual Public Open House, held on November 4, 2021 included up to 
20 participants. Beginning with an introduction to the public engagement process and 
presentation of the draft master plan, the open house included breakout discussion 
groups where participants aked questions and provided their comments about the draft 
master plan.

Comments:
•	 would be nice to have a place to watch salmon spawning
•	 disappointed that that it doesn’t include a connection along the Brunette to the east; 

that whole portion of river is not available to residents. Should be explored on New 
Westminster or Coquitlam side.

•	 Like a lot of the plan. What will happen with the pool and the water park area? Other 
than that, feel that the team has listened to the many groups that gave feedback.

•	 re: safety/security: Would like to see dark-sky lightling where possible
•	 Combination of active/forested. HP Ilower) is a great unique resource in the city. 

hopefully, the proposed townhouses will activate the greenway. How high will be the 
fencing at the baseball diamond, what will this interface be like? Will there be light-
ing. There should be a consideration of how to make things “quieter” as the plan 
moves east.

•	 re safety: houses to the south and east will enhance the safety of the park. Puttin my 
vote to not lighting the soccer field so it’s obtrusive to neighbours.

•	 Is the sports field regulation size? Make sure that isn’t lost. There aren’t enough 
artificial turf fields in the city. We need it in our rainy climate (major issue for sports 
groups as games are forefeited due to weather). Artificial would avoid issues with 
sand from softball diamond.

•	 Echo sentiment that this is an excellent plan and done a good job keeping everyone 
satisfied. Sports field and lacrosse box were very important to us. Happy that that is 
being kept. Question re: visitors who travel to park by car. OUr street gets quite busy 
in the summer. Who considers that.

•	 being able to access the river directly is currently difficult -- this would be great
•	 field currently has swampy drainage - improvements will be great
•	 excitement about what will happen in Lower Hume
•	 improvements to lawn condition / drainage important
•	 wildness and sculptures are magical
•	 removal of invasive spp will improve access to natural areas
•	 pathways in Bluffs -- pls don’t make it too “antiseptic” natural areas are special
•	 CVG from lower to upper Hume is thoroughfare for cyclists and vehicles.
•	 loop around dog park / sports field would be great running track. Lighting and op-

tion to run at night pls.
•	 distance?
•	 fruit trees?
•	 existing black walnut trees

2.0 VIRTUAL PUBLIC OPEN HOUSE #3 | NOVEMBER 4TH, 2021 6:30-8:00PM

•	 spectator seating is important - terraced
•	 the pool draws my family and I to Hume Park
•	 love central bathroom for kids
•	 space for spirit of the children in central plaza and /or Lower Hume
•	 multiuse court / lacrosse box highly valued
•	 small basketball court similar to Moody Park
•	 lacrosse box memorial status - Abe Brown Lacrosse Box
•	 Field house as storage space?
•	 What does the shared street look like? how will it be activated?
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3.0 BE HEARD NEW WEST ONLINE SURVEY | NOVEMBER 4 THROUGH NOVEMBER 28, 2021
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4.0 ADDITIONAL FEEDBACK | JULY TO AUGUST, 2021

4.1 FACEBOOK COMMENTS

4.2 TWITTER COMMENTS
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