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1.3 TOWNHOUSES
INTRODUCTION

Street

Lane

Courtyard-oriented development.

Mews development.

Street

Lane

Street-oriented development.

INTRODUCTION 
The townhouse multi-unit residential area, identified 
as Development Permit Area 1.3 [See Map 1.3] of New 
Westminster’s Official Community Plan, establishes 
guidelines to encourage functional townhouse 
projects that support housing choices and sustainable 
development goals. Townhouses are an opportunity 
to increase housing choice by allowing for ground 
oriented, attached, family friendly housing forms in 
residential neighbourhoods.

This area is designated as a Development Permit Area 
with the following purposes:

•	 Establishment of objectives for the form and 
character of multi-family residential development,

•	 Potection of the natural environment, its 
ecosystems and biological diversity (as outlined in 
the Justification section of this schedule), and

•	 Establishment of objectives to promote energy 
conservation (as outlined in the Justification 
section of this schedule).

Townhouse tenure may be ownership (strata titled), 
non-ownership (rental tenure) or co-operative (co-op 
tenure). For the purpose of this Development Permit 
Area:

•	 A ‘street-oriented development’ is one in which all 
or a portion of the units face the street.

•	 A ‘courtyard-oriented development’ is one where 
units face an internal courtyard, with end units 
oriented to front the street.

•	 A ‘mews development’ is one where townhouses 
are arranged on either side of an internal driveway 
that provides multi-modal access.

Some developments may be a mixture of ‘street-
oriented’, ‘courtyard-oriented’ and ‘mews’. Side-by-
side, back-to-front, and back-to-back townhouses are 
permitted.

Street
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1.3 TOWNHOUSES 
INTRODUCTION

Townhouse streetscape precedent.

Applications to develop properties located within this 
Development Permit Area for laneway or carriage 
houses, in accordance with existing zoning, must 
instead comply with the guidelines included in 
Development Permit Area 1.1 Laneway and Carriage 
Houses. 

Applications to develop properties located within this 
Development Permit Area for multi-unit residential 
non-profit housing development must instead comply 
with guidelines included in the Development Permit 
Area 1.4 Multiple Unit Residential. 

GUIDING PRINCIPLES
The development of ground oriented townhouse 
forms will result in changes to neighbourhoods 
and streetscapes. The following Guiding Principles 
are intended to help guide these changes in a 
way that enhances and maintains the quality of 
neighbourhoods:

•	 Create active, vibrant, and human-scale 
streetscapes that are conducive to walking, 
cycling and rolling while contributing to well-
connected neighbourhoods. 

•	 Provide livable spaces with optimum daylight and 
ventilation, access to ground level open space, 
and functional, efficient interiors.

•	 Design buildings to minimize overlook onto 
adjacent properties to provide privacy.

•	 Encourage buildings with low environmental 
impact, such as reduced water use and low 
operational and embodied carbon. 

•	 Design outdoor spaces as valued year-round 
assets that maximize ecological benefits, such as 
rainwater management and biodiversity.

•	 Ensure outdoor spaces provide areas for both 
private use and enjoyment and opportunities for 
social connections between neighbours of all 
ages, which are engaging, active and well-used.

•	 Prioritize retention of high value, mature trees 
and the growth of the urban tree canopy through 
the planting and establishment of new trees. 

•	 Enable functional site design that supports 
appropriate multi-modal access, solid waste and 
recycling servicing and electrical and 
telecommunications servicing.
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1.3 TOWNHOUSES 
DEVELOPMENT PERMIT GUIDELINES

1.3.2 BUILDING SITING, SEPARATION AND SETBACKS
Intent: Townhouse developments provide adequate 
building setbacks and separation to achieve 
livability and functional site needs, such as access 
for emergency responders, on-site multi-modal 
circulation, privacy between neighbours, interface 
with surrounding streets and public realm, access to 
daylight and space for social interaction.

Townhouse developments must incorporate:

•	 Greater front or rear yard setbacks where required 
to site buildings beyond the critical root zone of 
mature, high value trees.

•	 Building siting that optimizes usable at-grade open 
space and can accommodate amenities such as 
porches, patios, common amenity space, trees, 
gardens, rear surface parking and solid waste 
storage.

•	 Buildings that are sited and articulated to frame 
the edges of streets, parks and open space.

•	 Building siting that provides opportunities for 
high-quality landscaping and active streetscapes.

•	 Where a courtyard or mews is present, a minimum 
courtyard width of 6.01 metres (20 feet) measured 
between the main building façades.

•	 Where a courtyard development is sited 
perpendicular to the primary street, end units 
oriented to face the street.

Townhouse developments are encouraged to consider:

•	 Where a unit faces a side setback, providing a 
larger setback to ensure privacy of units, and to 
allow for adequate open space and entry 
experience, including a walking path to the unit, 
planted buffer between yards, and weather 
protected entry porch.

ARCHITECTURE AND SITE DESIGN

1.3.1 BUILDING SIZE, MASSING AND ROOF FORMS
Intent: The size and massing of townhouse 
developments contribute to human-scaled, walkable 
and welcoming streetscapes and are well integrated 
into the existing neighbourhood.

Townhouse developments must incorporate:

•	 Massing that responds to the existing and planned 
context of the neighbourhood, and provides 
appropriate transitions in scale to buildings, parks, 
and open space.

•	 A high-quality design and building form that is 
complementary to, but has a distinct expression 
from, adjacent developments.

•	 Building separation to avoid long, monotonous 
facades, support active streetscapes, and increase 
space for trees and landscaping.

•	 Simple building forms with a primary roof shape.
•	 Roof forms that are designed to reinforce the 

identity of individual units.
•	 Designs which are compatible with existing grade 

at property lines to avoid artificially raised or 
lowered grades.

Townhouse developments are encouraged to consider:

•	 Building heights and massing that step with the 
site topography or otherwise respond to sloped 
site conditions.

•	 Strategies to minimize the perceived massing of 
buildings, such as stepped back floors or 
integration of the upper floor into a sloped roof 
form.

•	 Dormers where they are clearly secondary to the 
primary form and the combined dormer width 
does not exceed 50% of the width of the unit.

•	 Secondary roof forms that are complementary to 
the development.
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1.3 TOWNHOUSES 
DEVELOPMENT PERMIT GUIDELINES

1.3.3 STREETSCAPE EXPRESSION AND BUILDING 
ENTRANCES
Intent: Townhouse developments create a positive 
interface with the adjacent streetscape and contribute 
towards welcoming, walkable and pedestrian-scale 
streetscapes and lanes.

Townhouse developments must incorporate:

•	 Buildings that are sited and oriented to provide 
active frontages and overlook public streets, 
parks, walkways, and open spaces, while balancing 
privacy considerations.

•	 Appropriate transitions between public, semi-
private and private spaces, using design strategies 
such as plantings, low fencing, and modest grade 
changes.

•	 Delineated private spaces that employ 
architectural and landscape cues, such as subtle 
grade changes, materials, decorative railings, and 
landscaping features, to define private front yards, 
porches, or patios while maintaining visual 
connection to the public realm.

•	 Building and landscape design that responds to 
and integrates with the off-site design (sidewalk, 
boulevard, curb location, etc.).

•	 Locating mechanical equipment, vents, service 
areas and service kiosks (e.g. gas meters, etc.) 
away from building windows and in areas that are 
not between public sidewalk and building fronts.

•	 Entrances that are clearly visible with intuitive 
wayfinding and easy identification through 
architectural and landscape elements.

•	 For all primary building entrances:
	- 	A clearly visible, well-lit and weather protected 

front door, directly accessible from the sidewalk 
via a walkway.

	- Well-designed entry features such as stoops, 
shared landings, and porches.  

•	 Secondary building entrances oriented to be 
clearly visible and identifiable from a courtyard, 
secondary street frontage, mews, or rear lane (as 
applicable).

Townhouse developments are encouraged to consider:

•	 Areas of soft landscaping along the lane and other 
strategies to support a pedestrian-oriented 
laneway experience.

•	 Wayfinding elements such as maps and signs, so 
that units are relatively easy for service providers 
and visitors to find. 

•	 Opportunities for resting places (benches) 
adjacent to sidewalks, especially in areas with 
significant slope and proximate to transit stops.

Townhouse streetscape precedent. (Left photo: Stewart Howard Architects. Right photo: Ramsay Worden Architects)
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1.3 TOWNHOUSES 
DEVELOPMENT PERMIT GUIDELINES

1.3.4 ARCHITECTURAL EXPRESSION AND  
MATERIAL FINISH
Intent: Townhouse developments achieve a high 
quality of design, architectural expression, livability 
and material finish. Neighbourhoods are activated and 
made vibrant by a range of architectural styles, from 
contemporary to traditional expressions.

Townhouse developments must incorporate:

•	 An architectural design approach that balances the 
desire for cohesive design with design diversity to 
ensure a varied streetscape.

•	 Design elements and materials that express all street 
facing elevations, including well-defined front 
entrances, with an equal quality of expression on 
front and flanking streets. 

•	 Materiality that emphasizes the building’s vertical 
elements, rather than its horizontality, to reduce 
perception of mass and support a varied streetscape. 

•	 Durable, long lasting and high-quality materials that 
are well suited to the region’s current and future 
climate.

•	 A glazing strategy that seeks to optimize building 
performance and balance increased light access 
during the winter and reduced heat gain in the 
summer.

•	 Where adjacent to a protected heritage property: 
	- New buildings designed to respect the urban grain, 

scale, proportions, and materials of the historic 
context.

	- Integrating and reinterpreting existing heritage 
character into the new buildings through high-
quality, contemporary design cues.

Townhouse developments are encouraged to consider:

•	 High quality accent materials at the ground floor level, 
around unit entries, and on the primary building 
facades. These may include masonry, lapped siding 
and/or other textured cladding materials.

•	 Avoiding synthetic materials intended to mimic 
natural materials, which are not recommended. 
Cultured stone products are strongly discouraged.

Example of front entry sequence.

Example of simple, proportional details and material use at entry.
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1.3 TOWNHOUSES 
DEVELOPMENT PERMIT GUIDELINES

1.3.5 BUILDING PERFORMANCE
Intent: Townhouse developments support the City 
in achieving its sustainability goals now and into the 
future by prioritizing high energy efficiency, reducing 
operational and embodied carbon, optimizing air 
quality, and incorporating passive and active cooling 
strategies.

Townhouse developments must incorporate:

•	 Passive solar design integrated into the 
architecture, such as exterior shading on the west 
and south elevations.

•	 Layouts and fenestration to improve natural 
ventilation, such as providing windows on multiple 
sides of the unit and ensuring windows are 
operable.

•	 Strategically selecting and locating trees to increase 
building energy efficiency and improve air quality, 
such as planting deciduous trees on the south and 
west elevations, is encouraged to mitigate solar gain 
in summer and allow solar warming in winter.

•	 Use of high performance, durable, and low-
embodied carbon materials, such as sustainably 
sourced wood, recycled materials, and locally 
sourced products, whenever possible.

•	 Minimizing or avoiding use of concrete, plastic, or 
vinyl building components, understanding that vinyl 
siding and asphalt are not permitted.

Townhouse developments are encouraged to consider:

•	 Including active cooling such as heat pumps, 
provided they are placed in areas that provide the 
least possible disturbance to surrounding 
properties, and passive cooling strategies.

Example of courtyard development. (Photo: Ramsay Worden 

Architects)

Example of courtyard entrance elements. 

ENERGY CONSERVATION
The City of New Westminster is committed to 
energy conservation in building design with a 
number of policies, plans and programs aimed at 
energy and greenhouse gas emissions reduction. 
ENERGY SAVE NEW WEST is a community energy 
program designed to improve energy efficiency and 
reduce greenhouse gas emissions from residential 
homes and businesses in New Westminster.

COMMUNITY ENERGY AND EMISSIONS 
 PLAN 2050
The City endorsed an updated Community Energy 
and Emissions Plan in 2022, which provides a 
roadmap to approaching net zero greenhouse 
gas emissions by 2050, to reduce impact on 
climate change. One of the five key action areas is 
Buildings, which includes actions requiring new 
buildings to be built to high energy efficiency 
standards that help reduce emissions.
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1.3 TOWNHOUSES
DEVELOPMENT PERMIT GUIDELINES

LIVABILITY

1.3.6 PRIVACY
Intent: Townhouse developments minimize the impact 
of overlook on neighbouring properties and within the 
site.

Townhouse developments must incorporate:

•	 Offset windows, screening or other strategies to 
mitigate overlook between properties, as well as 
within the development.

•	 A balanced approach in courtyards to provide both 
privacy between facing units with visibility and 
opportunities for social interaction such as 
children’s play areas, outdoor seating and dining 
areas.

•	 Where balconies or upper-level or rooftop decks 
are provided, screening, setbacks, or strategic 
orientation, to mitigate potential privacy and 
overlook issues with neighbouring properties and 
between adjacent units.

1.3.7 OPEN SPACE
Intent: Townhouse developments provide quality 
private and shared outdoor amenity spaces that 
contribute to livability, sustainability and social 
connectedness. 

Townhouse developments must incorporate:

•	 Private outdoor amenity spaces that:
	- Where appropriate, incorporate elements to 

increase privacy and usability of the space.
Are oriented to the street to encourage 
neighbourhood sociability, unless the outdoor 
space is located on a street where traffic noise 
would detract from the enjoyment of the open 
space (such as on the major road network).

•	 Private outdoor amenity spaces sized to be a 
minimum of 14.8 square metres (160 sq. ft.), with a 
minimum dimension of 1.83 metres (6 ft.) per unit 
and contiguous. Where it is more appropriate to 
the site, a reduction to size requirements could be 
considered, provided one or multiple shared, 
well-programmed, and sufficiently sized shared 
outdoor space(s) are provided.

Example of simple, contemporary building forms with front 

gardens and gates. (Ramsay Worden Architects).

•	 A combination of soft and hard landscaping.
•	 Open space that appropriately anticipates and 

accommodates areas for pet relief, to ensure relief 
is not concentrated on City boulevards.

•	 Open space provided at-grade, on raised terraces, 
on upper level balconies, and/or on rooftops. 
Enclosed upper level decks and balconies are not 
permitted.

Townhouse developments are encouraged to consider:

•	 Balancing direct access to sunlight with 
opportunities for shade.

•	 Universally-accessible shared outdoor amenity 
spaces that provide spaces to socialize, play, 
garden and take part in recreational activities.

•	 Creating publicly accessible open spaces at street 
corners, such as community nodes. 

•	 Communal public spaces with co-located facilities 
(e.g. mailbox or primary entrance nearby) to 
increase chances of repeated encounters with 
neighbours.
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1.3 TOWNHOUSES 
DEVELOPMENT PERMIT GUIDELINES

LANDSCAPE DESIGN

1.3.8 TREES AND TREE CANOPY
Intent: Townhouse developments support the City’s 
biodiversity, rainwater management, climate resilience 
and adaptation objectives. Sites should be designed 
to prioritize, accommodate and support the long-
term preservation of existing high-value trees and the 
growth and establishment of new tree canopy.

Townhouse developments must incorporate:

•	 Site planning, including building location and 
outdoor spaces, that protects mature and healthy 
existing trees, and creates optimal space and 
conditions for the addition of new trees. 

•	 New tree plantings that prioritize diverse, climate 
adaptive and drought tolerant species to provide 
shading and cooling and contribute to a reduction 
in the urban heat island effect.

•	 “Right tree, right place” approach to tree plantings 
that ensure larger-growing trees are located in 
sufficiently large spaces, and smaller trees in small 
private yards and planters.

•	 A minimum of 15 cubic metres of continuous soil 
for all new tree plantings; 10 cubic metres per tree 
if sharing soil.

URBAN FOREST MANAGEMENT STRATEGY
In recognition of the urban forest as a valued 
public resource at risk of decline, the City 
developed a city-wide Urban Forest Strategy that 
aims to protect and enhance the urban forest 
system. This Strategy identifies 40 actions to 
increase tree canopy cover from 18% to a target 
of 27% by 2035. To achieve this, new development 
proposals must consider the Urban Forest 
Management Strategy and comply with the Tree 
Protection and Regulation Bylaw.

Examples of compact outdoor spaces with trees, planting and pervious surfaces. 

Townhouse developments are encouraged to consider:

•	 Combining soft landscaped areas to increase 
overall soil volume for trees beyond the minimum 
requirements.

•	 Using structural soils or soil cells to increase soil 
volume availability where tree planting is occurring 
adjacent to hard landscaping features.

•	 Prioritize the planting of trees in groups or groves 
where soil, water and nutrients can be shared.

•	 Balance species selection to provide large canopy, 
shade trees for relief in warm months, and 
evergreen trees that can provide rainwater 
management benefits throughout the year. 
Larger-canopied trees, and those reaching a 
greater mature height, are preferable to smaller, 
ornamental trees.
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1.3 TOWNHOUSES 
DEVELOPMENT PERMIT GUIDELINES

1.3.9 OVERALL LANDSCAPE DESIGN 
Intent: Landscape design supports the City’s Integrated 
Stormwater Management Plan objectives through 
contributing to biodiversity and climate resiliency, 
while enhancing livability.

Townhouse developments must incorporate:

•	 Designs that maximize site permeability, with an 
emphasis on landscaping while accommodating 
other functional and programmatic site needs.

•	 A grading strategy that seeks to slow, sink, spread, 
and reduce rainwater runoff. Rainwater collected 
on hard, impervious surfaces will not be directed 
to neighbouring properties and must be 
accommodated on-site.

Townhouse developments are encouraged to consider: 

•	 Incorporating rain gardens and swales in 
landscaping design as a priority to achieving 
integrated stormwater management targets.

•	 Incorporating habitat features such as bird nesting 
boxes, bat boxes, mason bee homes, and water 
sources into the open space design.

•	 Including green roofs with sedums and native 
grasses to provide insect and bird habitat, cisterns, 
coniferous trees and shrubs and other rainwater 
management techniques integrated into the 
architecture.

INTEGRATED STORMWATER MANAGEMENT 
PLAN  
The City’s Integrated Stormwater Management 
Plan (ISMP) outlines and guides the planning 
of stormwater management initiatives for the 
City. The long term initiative of the Plan is to 
minimize runoff volume and to reduce the risks 
and consequences of pollutants in stormwater 
runoff entering the Fraser and Brunette rivers. 
The ISMP includes a set of runoff reduction and 
water quality targets. The ISMP also includes a 
Best Management Practice Toolkit that provides 
guidelines for a range of common tools that 
infiltrate, treat or detain stormwater. New 
development will be required to use one or more 
of these tools in order to meet the ISMP targets.

BIODIVERSITY STRATEGY  
The City of New Westminster Biodiversity and 
Natural Areas Strategy outlines best practices for 
planting plans that prioritize biodiversity, climate-
adaptation, low maintenance and pollinator species.
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1.3 TOWNHOUSE 
DEVELOPMENT PERMIT GUIDELINES

1.3.10 SOFT LANDSCAPING
Intent: Soft landscaping supports the City’s biodiversity 
and contributes to the overall aesthetic character and 
livability of townhouse developments. Use of high-
quality plants and materials is expected.

Townhouse developments must incorporate:

•	 A diversity of plant species that contribute to local 
biodiversity, including pollinator and native plant 
species. Invasive species and artificial turf are not 
permitted.

•	 Evergreen plantings to intercept rainwater in all 
seasons.

•	 Plants that are drought-resistant and low 
maintenance.

•	 Non-invasive plant species that are: suitable for 
the local climate and resilient to climate change, 
durable, low maintenance, and drought-tolerant.

•	 Plantings and deciduous trees that optimize light/
sun exposure in winter months and shade in 
summer months in both exterior and interior 
spaces. 

1.3.11 HARD LANDSCAPING
Intent: Hard landscaping supports the City’s Integrated 
Stormwater Management goals and contributes 
to the overall aesthetic character of townhouse 
developments. Use of durable and high-quality 
materials and finishes is expected.

Townhouse developments must incorporate:

•	 Pervious surfaces on surface parking areas and 
driveways, such as unit pavers installed over a bed 
of sand and gravel, dust-free stone/gravel and 
grass pavers. Asphalt is not permitted for mews or 
other on-site drive aisles or parking areas.

•	 High quality hardscape materials such as pavers, 
brick, and concrete along pathways and in shared 
outdoor amenity spaces.

Townhouse developments are encouraged to consider:

•	 Pervious surfacing for patios and pathways. 
•	 Minimizing required maintenance and ensuring 

longevity of landscape finishes.

Examples of pervious paving materials.  

Example of simple, contemporary building forms with front 

gardens and gates.
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1.3.12 SCREENS, FENCES AND RETAINING WALLS
Intent: Townhouse developments thoughtfully 
transition to the public realm and adjacent properties 
and incorporate landscape elements to mitigate views 
of service and parking areas.

Townhouse developments must incorporate:

•	 Fence materials that are high-quality, durable and 
provide visual interest and are appropriate for the 
residential character of the use such as ’soft’ 
materials like wood. Chain link is not permitted.

•	 Fencing design that balances privacy needs while 
contributing positively to the streetscape.

•	 Grading that reduces the use of retaining walls 
along property lines.

•	 Where retaining walls facing public rights-of-way 
are unavoidable, they must be stepped to reduce 
their overall height with planted terraces between 
levels to soften their appearance and scale. 
Retaining walls should not exceed heights of 0.61 
metres (2 ft.) to avoid the required use of 
guardrails

Townhouse developments are encouraged to consider:

•	 Low embodied carbon materials such as locally 
sourced wood.

•	 Planting strips along the public side of a screen, 
fence or retaining wall where it faces a street or 
lane.

CIRCULATION, ACCESS, PARKING AND SITE 
SERVICING

1.3.13 CIRCULATION, ACCESS AND PARKING
Intent: Townhouse developments prioritize walking and 
cycling circulation and access above vehicle circulation, 
in support of the City’s Transportation Hierarchy. Vehicle 
parking and access prioritizes safety of non-motorized 
traffic, is thoughtfully designed to mitigate public realm 
impacts, and is integrated into the development and 
wider neighbourhood. Where possible, vehicle parking 
areas allow for flexibility of use. 

1.3 TOWNHOUSES 
DEVELOPMENT PERMIT GUIDELINES

Example of fence/screen combined with planting.

Example of a carport design. 

Example of shared parking areas and tree planting.
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SOLID WASTE FACILITY GUIDELINES FOR 
DEVELOPMENT PERMIT APPLICATIONS 
(RESIDENTIAL)  
The City’s Solid Waste Facility Guidelines 
for Development Permit Applications were 
created to assist development applications with 
understanding the solid waste service requirements 
for new multiple residential developments and 
residential uses within mixed use developments.

Townhouse developments must incorporate:

•	 A circulation plan that ensures all pedestrian and 
cyclist circulation is accommodated on-site. 

•	 Walking pathways sized to a minimum of 1.2 metres 
(4 ft.) in width. Walking pathways sized to a minimum 
width of 1.5 metres (5 ft.) is preferred for higher 
volume areas (such as central courtyards). 

•	 Walking and cycling circulation paths that are clearly 
separated from vehicle circulation routes. Cues such 
as subtle grade and/or material changes, landscape 
buffers, and/or decorative railings may be 
considered.

•	 Bicycle parking that is secure and weather protected.
•	 Parking pads for visitor parking: 

	- On large sites, visitor parking should be 
distributed for ease of accessibility throughout 
the development.

•	 Surface materials, landscaping and lighting to 
support safe and comfortable pedestrian 
movements. Site lighting should prevent light-spill 
onto adjacent properties.

Townhouse developments are encouraged to consider:

•	 Residential parking in the form of surface level 
parking pads and/or carports.
	- When dedicated residential parking is provided 

in an attached garage, it is to be wholly contained 
within the fabric of the building envelope.

	- Underground parking may be considered in 
unique circumstances if it results in increased 
open space and does not involve significant loss 
of existing trees or regrading of the site.

•	 Providing access to bicycle parking via ramps or side 
ramps incorporated into stairways where needed to 
navigate grade.

•	 Providing shared facilities that support bicycle 
maintenance, such as a bicycle repair area.

•	 Providing a universally accessible pathway (or 
pathways) that can support use of mobility aids and 
strollers, as well as connects primary or secondary 
entrances to streets or lanes on flat sites.

•	 Minimizing driveway lengths and the interface 
between vehicle and pedestrian movements.

•	 Including designs that support multi-purpose use 
(e.g. play and recreation), where parking pads are 
provided.

1.3 TOWNHOUSES 
DEVELOPMENT PERMIT GUIDELINES

•	 Planting trees between groups of parking spaces 
and/or between garage doors.

1.3.14 SOLID WASTE, RECYCLING AND UTILITY SERVICING
Intent: Townhouse developments comfortably and 
conveniently accommodate functional site servicing 
needs in balance with other site uses.

Townhouse developments must incorporate:

•	 Adequate space for waste collection, including 
garbage, recycling and organics containers, for all 
units on the property, either as individual bins per 
unit or centralized waste containers.

•	 Appropriately sized waste staging areas and clear 
access routes to enable safe and efficient solid waste 
collection. Routes should be free of free of physical 
impediments such as parked vehicles, and have 
vertical clearance to avoid building overhangs and 
trees.

•	 Waste storage areas located inside of a building or 
screened from public view, using materials 
consistent with the overall design. Refer to the New 
Westminster Solid Waste Facility Guidelines for 
Development Applications for further information, 
including Development Application Plan drawing 
requirements.

•	 Utility infrastructure, such as electrical transformers 
or rainwater detention tanks, located and screened 
in a way that mitigates negative public realm impacts 
and other site functions.

•	 Electrical transformers located on private property. 
Siting of electrical transformers on City property is 
not permitted.
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